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‘ to most of our readers, that va- |
ks k:\fz‘;‘:ﬁm have been long entertained ||

o aturalists of our country respect-

o he churacter of the MauMoTH, the ||
128 s of which have been found in differ-
boats _  of the Union. The following let-
“tf‘:::m Barton, one of the most en-
—r rened and diligent cultivators of natu-
r3l sciENCE of the present times, 10 Mr.Jef-
ferson, which we are enabled to present to
our readers, cannot fpil to awaken and re-
ward curiosity —Nas. \ntel.

e from Dr. Benj. S. Barton to AFr. Jefler.
;,w’ dated Blue Ridge, vicinity of Paris,
Yirginia, July 134, 1810,

Dear Sir,—As you 1ake much inter-
est in the knowlcdge of every thing re-
pive to the American Mammoth and
other similar animals, I am persuaded
that you will be glad to learn that [ have
recently received from Petersburgh in
Russia, some fine large drawings of the
great Asiatic Mammoth, whose skele-
ton, together with some portion of thc
skin and muscles, have lately been dis-
coverel, in a state of excellent preser-
vation, under vast masses nf_ ice, near
the mouth of the River'Lena, 10 Lan 72
North. For Lhis, to me inestimable pre-
sent, | am indebted to the kindness ol
Mr. Tillesius, an eminent naturalist, by
<hom the drawings were made, and
who bas, at the same time favored me
with some important manuscript obser-
yatioas concerniag the animal.

I need not tell you that this Asiatic
Mammoth is specifically distinct from
the great Mammoth of Narth America ;
that whose bones have been discovered
in so many parts of our continent, and
that of which Mr. Peale has mouated
the skeleton in his Muscum, The two
animals are specifically distinct, though
1 am far from tRinking them gencrically
so. But the Asiatic Mammoth has, at
some former period. been a native of
America, as well as of Asia, and of Eu-
rope. The grinding teeth, the incisors
(or tusks) and other bones of this ani-
mal, have been discovered wn several
diffcrent parts of the United States, &c.
ssin Peansylvenia, in the Susquchan-
nah,a branch of which | have elsewhere
shewn, receives its name of ‘Chemuiig,’
from the incisors of one of one of these
buge animals. Similar remains have
been discovered in the countyof Wythe,
in this state : in the same muriaticl
fink along with the remains of the o-
ther Mammoth, or what we shall call
for the present, the Ohio Mammoth ;
in South Carolina, in digging the San- |
tee canal ; in Kentucky, and doub:lcss
in many other places, some of which I
could mention. I bad long suspec.ed.
and even asserted, that the Mammoth
of the Chemung was the same as tha: of
Siberia ; and this matier is now put be-
yood all doubt by the drawings and in
formation communicated to me by Mr.
Tilesius.

At lcast one species of Elephant,
therefore (for it is by all naturalists al-
lowed, that the Asiatic Mammoth was
a legitimate species of Elephas), has
been a native both of the old and of the
new world. | am wnclined, however, Lo
think, that the species have never been
50 common in America as in Asia, from
wheoce, therefore, I veuture to conjec-
ture, that the stock origibally proceeded.
It is wo soon, however, in the more so-
ber discussions of natural history, to
press forward such canjectures as these.
We have just begun the study of the
Ratural history of our country. Future
rescarches and discoveries may render
it at least highly probable, that the Asia-
tic Mammoth, as we now call it, was
once as common in North America, as
in any part of the world. Permit me w0
3dd, that I am daily put in possession of
facts which prove, that our "contineat
and Asia have had, and still continue to
bave, in common, many species of ani-
mals &k vegetables, in al/ cesential points
the same,

_ Mr. Tilesius’s drawiags are of great
Importance to me : and they came, uD-
asked and even unlooked for, almost at
the very time that I was busily occupied
In superintending a drawing of the ske-
keton in the Museum, aod in puiling to-
gether my materials, the fruit of many
years rescarch, concerning the Ohio
Wumal, The two animals, it is true,
are very different from each other : but
they have nevertheless, great and inte-
resiing affinitics to other. The
afinities are such, that I cannot consent
0 consider the American anifal as a-
By thing but a species of Elr’/zam. I
+ indeed, that Mri Crine is now of
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authority isdeservedly high, and of great
w-ight, I am disposed to adhere to my
own opinion, and to consider the Ohio

' Mammoth as belonging to the same

genus, or family, as Lhe two or threée
still existing species of Elephant, and as
the great extinet Mammoth ofthe North
of Asia and of Europe ; the'Elephas Pri-
migenius of Blumenbach : or, us we in

America, may name it, to distinguish it

from the Ohio Elcphant, the “Chemung
Mammoth.” :

Although  the general form of the
molares or grinders, there is a much

greater affinity beiween the Asiatic’

Mammoth and the existing Asiatic Ele-
phant, than there is between cither of

these latter animals and the Ohio Mam-

moth, yet there are scvera! other cha-
racters in which the rescmblance is
much closer between the Qhio animal
and the extinct Asiatic Mammoth, than
between this latter and the living Ele-
phant of Asia. 1shall only, at prescnt,
mention o~e of these characters ; that
of the incisors, or defrrces, which we call
tusks. These in the Ohio-Mammoth
and in the Elephas Primigenius, or Che-
mung Mammoth, are, indeed, very si

milar, both in thrir relative proportion
to the general mass of the skeleton of
the two anima!s, aud in their degrees of
curvature,

Qo the other hand, the Ohio mam-
moth and the living Asiatic Elephant
secem to have been more nearly allied lo
each other, in the form of their feet, then
were the lutter apimal and Lthe extinct
Asiatic Mammoth: 1. e. the Chemuceyp
Masmmoth. When Mr. Tilesias shall
publish his history and drawings of the
Elephas Primigenius, and when the his-
tory of the Elephas Mastod-ntus shall
be coa pleted, every intelligent and can
did naturalist will be forcibly struck with

the circumstances which I have men- |

tioned : ond 1 flatter myself, that some

of the most learned of these naturalists,

and among others my candid ana liberal

friend Tuesius, will not refuse their as-

sent to my opinion. that the Mammoth

of the QOhio has been a true species cf |
Llephant.

Mr. Tilesius’s drawings are important
to me in another point of vicew. They
plainly show, I thiak, what has been the
natural direction of the incisors in the
head of the Ohiv-Mammoth, Indeed,
previously to the receipt of these draw-
ings, 1 had satisfied my mind as tu this
point, from the information which I have
received from an inteiligent correspoun-
deni, who had had an oppurtunity of
secing the incisors still occupying their
original position in the head of a Mam-
moth which was discovered, a few years
since, in one of our western muriatic
licks, or salines.

As to the form of the grinders, and
the disposition of the vitrious body, or
enamel, upon and through them, I grant
that it is very different in the Ohio-
Mammoth and in the extinct as well as
existing Elephants of the old world,—
But if this difference be of sxﬁcicm im-
portance to constitute a diffesence of ge-
nus between the American and Asiatic
apimals, then we mus' proceed consis-
tently to break up scveral of the long
established genera of mammalia, subdi.
viding each geous into at least 1wo dis-
tinct genera, 1 may mention the ge-
nus Marmot, to which belongs our
Ground-Hog or Manack, as illustrative
of this idea. I shall call the Ohio Mam-
moth, Elephas Mastodentus. It is the
Elephas Americanus of Mr. Biumen-
bach.

I .have nearly prepared, and shall
shortly present to our Philosophical So-
ciety, an extensive memoir on the ex-
tinction of the species of mammalia.—
This memoir will nccessanly contain
much matter merely of a speculauve
nature : but I flatter mysclf that it wiil
also contain some interesting, and hi-
therio unnoticed facts.

I shall be much gratified if this let-
ter, written among the mountains of
your state, at a distance from my books
and papers, afford you any amusement.
Of all the subjects of animal natueral his
tory, there is not one more interesting
than that which relates to the charac-
ters and history of those vast organized
h.dies—many of them, (oo, endowed
with an immense portion of intelli-

| geoce—which the God of Nature had

created ; and sfter suffering them o
grow an4 exist through ages, unknown
ages of tipe, hss, ar lengthy entjrely
removed [om (he'eanh ; not mcrely
as individuals, but as sgecaes.  There is

s S it

| this subject : and yet this Vcr'y s'u'b‘ject

tis admirably calculated to display to os
the wisdom, as well as power, of him
who formed all things, The harmony
of nature is not, in the smallest degree,
disturbed by the total destruction of what
many have deemed necessary integral
| parts of a common whole. Kor is this
husiness of the extinction of species a? !
an end. ‘That which has already taken
wlace, with respect to $pecies of Lle-
phant, Rhinoceros, and other vast fa-
milies of animals, will unquestionably
!t.akt place, with respect to mmany of the
' lamilies of animals which now cover the
surface of this globe.
this vast and generally unlocked for
chunge, are rapidly preparing, in diffu-
rent parts of the world ; and in none, I
think, more rapidly thun in that portion
of it which we inhabit, A

I am, dear sir, with ‘v.'cry great respect, your

obedient servant, &c,
BEN] SMITH BARTON.

——
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LICENSED SPY.

The following article it copied from The Ca-
binet, a valuable Republican print, publish-
ed in Schenectady, State of New-York.

A foreign government capturés our
vessels, rmpresses our seamen, taxes
our commercey murders our citizens & |
comiinits cuirages on odr national ships
—:hese are stubborn facts; not attempt-
ed 10 b. denjed. Are there not, how-
ever, men in this country who justify
‘hat fareign government—and.who are
they 2 Ans. There are, under the false-
vy assamed name of federahsts— hey
endeavor to cloak their intentions, and
are tn rcality *the {riends of Lnglind
in America,”

A forcign government sends an agent
in'o our country, with full power to make

N e

g . N r
I'he steps of)

{lers of disturbances and riots—giving

| racter of Ambassador is’ gone, and he

minal federalists ¢ the friends of Eng-
land in America.” = a
_ This discarded Ambassador, now no
more than a LICENSED SPY, public-
ly travels through our country, the in-
h :bitants of which conceive themselyes
injured by his conduct.—He takes un-.
wearied pains to cause his approach-to
be generally known as he moves thro’
the different cities and towns. To every
reflecting mind the object is evident—
his progress through our country an-
swers a triple purpose—whereas one on- 1
ly of the three will admit of an avowal.
The first and greatest object is to disco-
ver who are Britons at heart—oa whom
reliance can be placed, and what their
influence is in society, Nextly publish-
ing his approach to induce the real but |
unguarded incautious Americaun to insult
him on his way, by that means afford-
ing an opportunity to the British advo- |
cates to appear in the false but impes-
ing churacter of peace-makers, and qucl-

them a betier opportunity to deceive
the honest part of the communily—ex-
tend their influence and widen if possi
ble the political breachs The last and
ostensible object of his travelling is the’
gratificaticn of curiosity, while still in
this country § but our people may rest
assured that this curiosity is more poli-
tical than topographical—that the cha-

is now a SPY. Are there any in this |
country who can see all this, and ye! jus-
tify the forecign emissary & his governs
ment !  Ans. Therc are—they are the
purchased ¢¢ friends of Eagland in Ame-
rica”—they are not honest federalists. |

N\ sP @7 2N
From the Pliladelfhia Register.
AARON BURR.

a final settlement of differences.  The
American government accept the prot-
| fered terms,  Were there any who vi- |
lifird and abused our government—as-
serting that those terms had been re-
pratedly belore offered and refused.—
Ans. There were—they were nominal
federalists, ¢ firicnds of Eogland in ;
America.”

A temporary change takes place onl
the Europecan Continent—the British |
siatesmen are too sanguine in their an- |
ticipations of complete success, and re-
gret the conclusion of a constrained ad-
justment with the American govern.
ment. The contest between their Aonor
and apiparent interest was not, however.
long or doubtful ; the former was ¢x
pellcd, and, in obedience to the dictates
of the latter, the plighted faith of the
nation was broken and the concladed
ariangement basely disavowed. Were
there then any to be found in this coun-
try who yet justificd them, and declared
the terms better tlian we had a right to
expect ur demand—and who were they ?
Ans. There were—th-y styled them-
selves Patriots ; but like the Ass cover-
ed with a Lion’s skin, their braying ex-
posed them——they were the Anglo Fede-
ralists—the members of the anti consti-
wutional Jacobin Clubs-athe opposers &
violators of our sacred laws—the con-
temners of ihe advice of the FFather of
his country, the immortal WASHING-
TON, ih short ¢ the friends of Eugland
in America.” )

The anticipations of the British mi-
nister, on the Eurcpean- continent, soon
nassed ¢ like the bascless fabric of a
vision, leaving not a wreck behind,” and
they again regietted in some measure
a premaiure rupture with America. =
Anxious, however, to retain all their
usurped maritime power. they selected
an arch fiend on earth to represent them
in Amcrica—a man without probity or
honor—one well versed in the work of
contention and division—~thecorrupt car-!
rier and distributer of the bribes of a
more corrupt government. On his ar-
rival here he found himself most-egre.
giously deceived—Desirous to makethe
government odious (o the people he
sought an occasion to insult the-m-—was
deuied any further communication—-
misrepresented facts, and indirectly ap-
pealed 1o the American people against
the adminisira.ion of their choice,—
Were there any who justified this con-
duct, and again vilified our own govern-
ment?! Anps. There were—they styled
themselves the admirers of the charac-
ter and principles of Washington, and
lyet formed * associations and combina- |
|lions,” against the constituted auhori-
lics. A combimationy connected by an
oash to destroy the demoeratic ,qurr;-
ment of our country, they stylefa ¢ be-

(| the Gentleman’s Magazine, printed in

| cunsistency.

The following ar:icle is taken from

London, the oldcst and most respecta-
ble publication now existing. It is ex-
tracted from the number for February
last.—After mentioning the source from
whence the article is derived. we shall
say nothing morc as to its authenticity
—Our readers will take it for what it is
worth : '

¢¢ Col. Buri’s visit to Paris has for its
object to submiit to the French executive []
a project for disuniting,ths American
States, and for other measures of effec-
tual hostility in the event of a rupture
between the two countries. .

Mr. Burr communicated his plans to
our government, together with his view
of the means necessary for their execu-
tion ; ai the same lime announcing his
determination of applying to France, in
the event of his proposals Here being
rejected. Although the state of our re-
lations with America, mortifying and

ly entitled the U. States to that delicate
consideration on our part, which have
been observed towards themy, we think
ministers honestly sustained the charac
ter of the empire, in foreguing a proba- |
Lle advantage, rather than clandestinely
cultivate a systemn of hostihity, while
they publicly profess their desive lor
pecace. Bonaparte’s policy 1s not ham-
pered by like considerations of honor or |
1f Burr's agency can con-
duce to the advancement of his views to-
wards America, be will doubtless use it.”

~ D 00 & ) ) E——
THE FLORIDAS.

From the Louisiana Gazette, of July 2.

The people composing the district of
New Feliciana, which comprehends that
part of West Flerida, bordering on the
river Mississippi and extending edst-

1

precarious as they long have been, hard- ||

 sequence, when ¢ viewed as

{to weste  The

government of cither of these great nas
tions. ', : , e (]
. The officers who have declared for
Ferdiaand the VIE and now bear
semblance of power amoag the pes
are divided in their, attachmenti’

tachment to the cause: of Spa
| induce th-m to submit to any opder

| pass under the Buiitish government; ik

commend the peoble to declare for King
Joseph—this; however, is done general«
ly under the rose, but it is well knowf
to be a fact. In this distracted state of

| things, without law oMgovernment, the

people have thought_it propér and prus

| dentto hold meetings to consult for theiw

general safety, : + 28

The local situation of West Florida,
surrounded almost as it is with the laws
and government of the U, States, and
nine-tenths of thc.inhab_itﬁ;gts.peing €i-
ther native born Americans, or strongly

towards the United States for protection.
The inhabitants have never raised a
clamor against Spain, or against the
Spanish patriots,-or the’gloricus cause
they are engaged in—theéy have been
solely guided in all their deliberations

first law of nature. - No demagogue or
demagogues; who for their-own private
views, interest or aggrandizement in my
opinion, are concerned in the meetings,
and should the same unaningity prevail -
that has so far, marked those meetings,

plans will terminate happily. - The go-
vernment of the United Statesﬁmmot;
cannot withhold their protecling hand
as far as their just claim extends, which
as belore described, is from the: Missis-
sippi to the Perdido, and in giving that
protection, I have no hesitation in saying -
that the people will cheerfully become |
ciiizens of the U. States and feel thems
selves happy in, the appellation.
COMMON SENSE.
e, o #

In 1807. Mr. Nicholson of Maryland,
made a most -ingenious report to Con-
the Floridas. 52,000,000 were appros

paired to Madrid,as our agent—but, he
failed in ‘e purchase., "The particulars
of this negociation have nét yet -béen
laid before the world-but iz is said, that
the prince of peace started some objec-

tions, because he himself laid claifa to

a million of acres, which our minister
did not think himself authorised to buy. '
We are already entitled to as much
of what has been styled West Fl_t'irlda.
as reaches to the Perdido—for-this ri-
ver was the easiern boundary of Louis -
siana. - AR Rl
Considering that the Floridas are so
contiguous to us, it is curious that we .
have not gleaned a more particular ac-
count of their strength, population; re=
sources, &c. Ellicot’s Journal of  his
our n 99, &c. has a few faint sketches
of this region : 5 24 4y Bk

By iiself, West F. may be of liule
importance—~but it is'of itnmens® icon-
all the avenues of commerce 1o the large
productive country lathe'noriha=a coun-

degree of north latitude to the sources:

of the Pearl, Pascagola,
bama, Cuenecuhy Chatwa;};&-fﬁt’

wardly aboat one hundred miles, have
tong wished and expected that the gm,l
vernmeat of the U. States would either |
by negociation, or othcrwise, get pos-

session of that part of Florida, which'
they have claimed under the treaty and;|
purchase of 1803, lying west of the ri-|
ver Perdido. The inhabitaats are gene- |
rally Americans, and many of them|
have purchased lands and setded in Fio-|
rida since the cession of Louisiana to |
the United States ; fully impressed wi h

the belief thatthey wouid svon findthem="
selves under their former laws and go-
vernment=_They have long auxiously®
=xpected to -hear of the unfortunate fate
- of Spain, of her entire subjugaton o
the-arms of France, and in ‘an event of |
_hat kind, they have cal-ulated, that
ither the conqueror of Spain,.or Greai- |/
Hritain, the ally of Spain, would clain

Pmicn, that the Ohio bones bespeak an || Bomething awlul inthe consideration of
- . T F . X

nevoient society.”—Lhcse are the no-

4the Floridas ; and (hey generaliy revolt]

| lakes. on the’ Gulph -of Mexico; th

& red cedar, in considerable zbtﬁﬁhcey
fit for ship-building, which is nopre be
met with north of the boundary,  From
the safety of the coast of this province
added to the great number of ‘hatbours
proper for coasting vessels ; thatof Pen-
sacola, intg which a flcet may sail

into which vessels ot drawing more

than 17 fect may sail az oll times ; it

must be highly important in a cor
#hly important in a commers

cial point’of Yiew, and if cg necied with

the country noith of it, & af pre-
scribing  marilimeé regy $ to the
Gulf of Mexica.” "+~ oo nc T

The population in W, Fi'as'it bas
 been defined,is sma ll—the p Sl ’.Et‘

tlement lies towards the Missi:
On the north of the Iberyille a

g}
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ur. 8 few scattering inhabitanise

ol ;
-
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ardip -

at tl;e_ idea of b;:mg plweﬂ"ﬂj‘ﬂ.m ;

the Spanish Juats—they would wilingly "+

o

attached to the Ameérican. principles and -
‘|| government—it was reasonably to be
cxpected that they would turn their eyes

f

real Spaniards are few, their zéalous at=
\

I3
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it was their order. - Bonaparte has his,
friends. and emissaries Tin office, whe<
speak of his imperial greatness, and re-

i

by principles of self-preservation, the

from the committee on that subject, .

L&

gress on the benefits of a purchase of .

priated to that cffect. - Mr. Montoe re= .

try which extcnds north from the 31st o |

Rivers, and at lfﬂSOO miles from edst - - : i

abounds in five oak’ - -

repls, : t may-sail; and « . (00
"“d-"-""»hﬁfcty'iﬂnd-that.qfﬁl,}%iléph"_ TNt
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there is litile doubt but their viewsand = - |




