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DEBATE

gi 0

jgaz PUBLIC. an‘rmc
Josse of Commens, Thuby. Na-hr 29.

ably to the ordtr of the day, the
wok up for consideration the fol-

g resolution introduced by Mr.

kwing

p 3
O:tw numtwﬂﬂltp‘-
s and the taithful discharge of the re.

s duty ro consult economy in 1he ex-

genbutr
fdahzumemhdoncﬁnlmnch less

Resoiwed, therefgre, that it is exped the Public Printing, he should not ob
... thnued regulating the Public pﬂ“'h&*]ect toit. But said Mr, L. the difficul
jn soch 3 manner that it may be done for the i1y Jiey in getiting correct information on
jpwes: prce.” the subject. If we obtain a starement

M:. Owex took notice of a remark |
m.de by the Editors in the last Regis-
wr as 10 the amount of compenaation,
staing, that if be bad made an error cf

¢ few dollars, it could not have been with
s view of representing that the Printer
received more than was actually paid,
because he had omitted to add ‘o his
garement 875 which is paid to him for
exira services during the scasion.®

Mr. MuxrorD proposed ‘to amend
the Resolation by fixing the salary of
the Printer at $1000, which should -
clude the delivery of the Acts of Assem-
bly snd Laws of Coggress.

Mr.OwEN was opposed to the amend-
ment, becsuse it would defeat the in
tention of the origin.l ‘resalution. He
believed the business could be cbiained
for a less sum. 'lheob)ectof!bcf whds
of this resolution is economy ; they wish
ther fore to get the Printing ‘done for
the lowest sum, And how can this best
be done. We are not judges of the
wnlue of printing. P s must be

received from the Printers themselves.

Mr. Purrer was jn favor of the ori-
ginal resolu.ion, and opposed to the a- ]

mendment. If he understood the object
of the resolution, it was to chenge the
mode of disposing of the Prioting Bu-
sincss. - Under the existing laws, this
office is in the giflt of the Legislature,
and is the means of exciting much par- |
ty :pirit at the commencement of every |
sessien, and much enquiry whether the
wim pa d for the services performed is
e much or.too little. For his own
part, he would not say what was the va-
lue of the work. If too much is paid,
be was willing to lessen the sum. But
he was desirous of doing away this ol-
fice, and taking away the business from
the Legislature entirely. The dutics
prrformed by this officer are merely me-
chanical, and can be done by many in-
dividusdss Why, then, shouldeparty
fclings be excited on this occasion, as
i the Stae were ered by med-
¢l gtitb Lllnub The first ob-

Mr. . GOt

the Print Aaks

the year .

,m,,w salary of the
Pubic, : f" £ 500. Inthe
folié ised to £ 600
k.mha unhry). that ex-

clusive ofﬂu*.ry be found,
mination, that frem # 50 0 £ 100 had

session. béen allowed for extra
.w . n .e r“ 1798 “r- HOd‘e'

held the office for many years,

w
was removed;aotl & gentleman from the
| 'wer part of the State was elected. In

1799, Hodge & lan were elected,
and at_the session’ of that year petition.
ed increase of allowance, on the

ground of increased business, from the
great accession of Juskices. This ap-
phication was not successful. In" the
following year Mr, Gales was elected.
In the year l&(u,mplahtl. similar to |
thase heard at the pnuotmon, were
made against the high price paid for
printing, A commiitee was

'» enquire into the duties and l:onpen-
Yalion of this cffice. This oomn;nuo‘

i

X

s

M

| lead to the letting out the offices of the

iderable time upon
M Mr. Hodge

prioters then in the ci-

ty) the former of whom said he had al.!
ways thought salary too low, mdr
&ill thought it . Mr. Martib con-|
curred inopinion that it ought not 10 be
redouced. T mittee, however, re-
ported a biil which passed into a law, in-

If the

ary was tuo low in 1804, what, after
this rcdncuon.nov renders it exorbitant,
capeudly when, it is m:ll knbwny the
business is con<tantly increasing ! Mr.
Love could not account fot this apparent
inconsistency. If however, gentlemen
were desirous of going into another en”
quiry and investigation of the valde of

{from Mr. GCales, that will not be rclied1
0y NOr ought such as comes from bis
competitors to be more favorably recciv-
ed. How, then,shall a just estimate of
the value of this work be obtained ? For
be took it for granted that the members
of the Legislature were not competent
judges on this subject. If the present
allowance to the Printer were toc high,
no one would be more willing than him-
self to reduce its.  He was us desirous as
any other gentleman to relieve himsell
and his constituents from unnecessary
burthens ; at the same time he was wil-
Jing to sllow for this business what
should be deemed a fair and liberal price,
in the same manner that he would be
willing 10 allow any individual,in his pri
vate capacity, what was deemed @ fair
ard equit-ble price for bulding him a
house, or for executing other woik. For
his part, he had no notion of letting vut
0 to the lowest bldd{c:;.. Bad (;‘.&n
scqueniges might arise it e
ha(ie rs egnough heke, said he, a
present j:but who koows but in 2 few
years there may not be more than one
or two left. II only one he might de-
mand his own price ; and if two they
might unite and require he sum
which is now paid for the bus « Mr.
Love said, that he had drawa uUp an a
mendment, which he thought calculated
to obtain correct information from a
pure source, and when that was before
the Legislature they yould act under-
standingly uponthe subject. Mr. L was
proceeding to read his amendment for
the information of the house, whea Mr.
Owen and others call¢d bim t order.—
Mr. Love thought himself ip order; but
the Spezaker pronouncing him otherwise,
e desisted. And concluded with ob
serviog that he was against setling any
precedent for the letting out of Public
Offices to the lowest bidder. It might

Clevks of the two Houses, the Comp-
troller’s Office, and others. He had no
doubt persons might be found who
would be willing to perform the duties uf
each for a less sum than now paid. He
thought if tits Tressurcr, or some other
of the Heads of Department was direct-
ed to obtain correct information on this
subject, and lay it before the Legislature,
all difficultics would vanish, The sala-
ry would be fixed, and the different orin-
ters would bejge liberty td gfier their ser-
vices.
Mr. Wenn thought t leman
from Haywood completely out of order.
His opinion was, that tire house ough:.
m the first place, to act on lution
of the gentieman from Bladen. Ifthat
qhould §ail, then any gentleman migh;
bring forward .other proposition, —
The few observations which he should
make, therefore, w apply to the
ginal resoluticn. In order to come
the truth of this basingss ; at a know-
ledge whether the Publig Printing costs
more than it ought 16 do, let us, n‘).,he,
revert to ourstatute book—~there we shall
see what are his duties and what is his
compensation. [Mr. W.'read extracts
from the act of 1804 prescribing the du-
tres and compensation of the Printer,)
Afier which he added that about $50 a
session was allowed for extra services,*
and ong dollar a county for distribuiing
the acts of Congress. Making out tha'
the Printer reccn‘es $1018 for the lzbor

ﬁ—__“
"Mr. Owenis here in an emor. What
""fmrlydtmd extra scrvices mby
‘““‘m“clddwuhnghﬂlq

. ‘ g *

af himself and j men for the two
tnndthund & haif in h they arc em-
id he, complaine § we were pui-
&g up ouy offices bidder.
But was there any to this nitede |
of letting o og of the State.
House, or the erection i;lh very cle-

o

¢luding the printing theretofore deemed |
Lr::ltu printing within the s\ary.

rpu wotthy of imitation,

*fhma

Ours are the plans of falr
Uswarp'd by ,..mq-. Hve

Tnunsn.w NOVEER, 29 1810.

Hrcved not, then why
the Printing in the
see no reason why t .
should be excited whene¥ ,

ficer was to be appmmed * When a Go-
vernor, Judge or Senator wus to beelect-
ed, this might be expeeted': but when
we wanted a man (o execute a piece of
work for us, we oupht to look out for
the best workman,” and one who would
do_the work at the cheapest rate.

Mr. W. conchuded by asking mem-
bers f they could expect to hold their
scats on ihis floor, if they continued to
squander the people’s maoney #~Fhe first
question, hesaid,when a Member returns
home,is, have you raised our taxes? You
will probablybe able to answer in the ne-)
gative. But when you make known that
you have paid upwsrds of a thousand
dollars to your printer for two months
and a hall work, can you expect your
coonstituents to remain satisfied ?

Belore he sat down, My, \V. said he
would sta'e, that he had hcard n6 com-
plaint against the presont Public Printer
—nor had he any to make, He believe.
ed he had executed the business in a
workmanly and satisfactory manner g
and provided he will da the business as!
cheap as any other &dn, he should
have his most hearty support.

Mr. Grisson called for the Yeas and
Nays.—Agrecd.

Mr. SeaweLL deemed it his duty on
this occasian, to givc the reasons upun
which be should vote. He professed to
belong to no patty, except to that of ho-
nest men. He hoped to 25ty whetherin
a private or public situation, in such a
munner as horesty requires. Why, on
this occasion, enquire whether your Prin-
ter be called a Federalist or a Republi-
| can ; or whether the present proposition
was brought forward by Federalists or
Republicans ! Every measure proposed
ought to be considercd as intended for
the public good, without enguiring who
brought it forward, or who advocates it ;
if the measure be good it ought to be ad-
vocated, without enguitywhence it came.
Che plain quesiion new before the house
is, whether we will consu't ecconomy or
not? The gentleman from Haywood, for

opinions Mr. S. professed great
ct, says he is opposcd to the resolu-
tion in‘toto ; that itis dcrogatory to the
[.egislature to put up its oifices to the
lawest bidder. Butthere is no feature in
this resolution which goes to set up the
printing business to the lowest bidder,
as horses arc put up to sale by a Consta.
ble. It professes indeed, to have in-vicw
cconomy. Suppose it sanctions that
kind of conduct which Congress haspur- ||
sued for some ycars past. Suppose the
Secretary of State, were authorized to
receive sealed proposals in writing, and
to give the busincss to him who offers to
do it on the lowest terms. If the gen-
tleman find facht wiih this course, he ar-
raigns the conduct of the General Go-
vernment.  This is the manner of pro-
cecding in Congress, and in the General
Post-Office. H:w came this practice to |}
prevail, Mr, S. enquired ?  Times have |
been, said he, that snug 6ffices havebeen
given to ds. wheén there were other
persons would have done business
for a much less sum. 8 being dis-
covered, the manncr of disposing of
public business has been changed ; and
we owe this change to Mr. Jefferson, |
the Father of Republicans, (in wblch
class I rank myself)who calls (Econbm}
one of the main pillars of a Republic, and |
who says that all unneccssary expences
ought to be abelished.

Mr. S. said he came forward in the
character of a Representative, "not for
‘himself, but in be half of those who ap-
pointed him to act for them. Wiil'you

-
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'a majority in power pretend to pro-
scribe a certain set of men, how does

ferson’s doctrine, which is « that though
the wilk of -the majority is in all cases
to prevail, that will to be rightful must
he reasonable.” Now 15 it rcasontb‘lc,
or unreasoneble that we will confer a
particular appointment upen a favorite,
when, if fixed upon a proper Jounda-

derate sum ? Itis not; and therefore
he: was for giving the business to the.
perscn who woulc - execute it for the

Treason to complain.

Mr. Love declared himself as much
in favor of economy uis the gentleman
from Wake, or any other ; /but he had-
also a respect for what was right and
proper. That gentleman had spoken of
the course pursued by €ongress. I
would be recollected, that Mr. Black-~
i ledge had informed the House, at the
last session, that the two contendin
Printers had, at the"commencement
the last Congres i‘ed and given ji
but one estimateyWhich was 50 per cent,
higher 'han any former one, 4nd as thére
was but one propasal, the Clerk was un-
der the necessity of accepting of it.—
This wes what he apprebended here, if
the resolution passed,

Mr. SEAwELL said he bad omitted
to remark upon an obscrvation which fell
from the gentleman from Haywood,
when first up, That the Members were
not judges of the value of pmmng ; that
if they applied to one printer, he weuld

| state one price, a second_ancther, and

so on. In this he agreed with the gen-
tlemsn ; and for that reason he would
not p:cscnbe any price, nor apply toany.
of the printers, but let them offer their
own terms and let the G vernment take
 the lowest offer.  That gentleman has
told the-House what a certain Mcmber
said at the last session, respecting the
printing of Congress; but the House

though Mr. Hodge, Mr. Boylen or Mr.
Gales might have received too much for
their services in time pas'y; he saw no
reascn why the Government should
tinue in the errer. -

Mr. Owewn produced a letter from.
Alexander Lucas and Abrsham H. Boy-
lan (o whom W. Boylan has transfer-
red the Minerva and his printing busi-
ness) propm:ng to execute the whole of
the public priming, and to distribute the
Acts of Assembly & Journals and Acts of
Congress for $900, which was read at

 the Clerk’s table.

Mr. Epm, Jones said he should vote
in favor of the resolotion of the gentle-.
man from Bladen ; but, perhaps, some
amendment mngbt be proposed which
would make it more palatable to others.
He thought the gentleman from Hay-
wood had not been fairly dealt with, in
being refused  the privilege of reading ||
in his place the amendment which he}
proposed to offer. He had never before

your printing, or will yougwe it to per-{
sons who will execple it for a less sum ?

Heu pealed to the members, - ab i
and enquired how the
actinmch a case! He knew

voluotarily pay 15 or 1600 dollars for )

seen Lhus hberty denied. It might cers
nly be read for the information ofahe
House. Didthe House kiow what was

| contained in the amendment of the gen. ||

fleman from Haywood, they could

|} more unders:andingly upon the oan:i ,
-before them.

accept the lowest price. Not 10 act. in
the 'same way, for our Constityents,
then, vouldbctrmou,mdeou!my
our duly.
few days past, said he, affords an. exant
When thi
y first c.onv@ed, much noise
abont the tavern-kecpers raisiog
_their board a few cents per day only.—
If members are. so '
few cents, ; what ought they todeeV in|
| this case ! Hequlotdupdledhlt-
gislate for either-of the printess ;. but
'He wished to put the

Congress. Mr Jofferson lul

i
e
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mbeupllulr
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The,conduct of members a _m

to :be on the'amendmeant of the gmtb-;
A mﬂowan. WA

» GLisson thought Mm
had been on ﬂnmrigindmuhn 3 bt

Hif'the Spuhr wm-nh;
was satisfied. - ﬂrmwmmds‘_ .

B e —————————

intolerance as rebgloua intalerance. If;

this square with another pfart of Mr. Jef.

tion, it might be done for a more md?]

lowest price, and then none would hzwe. '

3
will not be governed by any declaration “ Whereas it from "
of this kind, The gentleman has been || made to this T rure, thati lmp ﬁﬂ% A e
thistaken ; because if this mode of dis || gone abroad the dm's"" Be

. A% . 0 that the Pubic Printer ‘
posing of the business did not answer, high for his servicestand’ whcuy & :
Congress would before now have chan- || g3t is the dut cy of this General Anm A
ged it.  But the gentleman says, that pay nc more for any g 2
if the business was let to the lowest bid- || deserve. . Bat it ﬁ 15 0.t ‘?f
des, some of the printers might leave {| case, that the M ' Egisiazure agg i
the ciiy. No fear need be entertained :?t thettacives compeiint Jdeern u ) by
v s . _ e the business pihic ¢ o Bt
on'this head, since they did not all sub- ! i: believed Mmﬂ handaber . e 5
sist on the bounty of the public. obtaining such mpnial, erestex £ el

Mr. S, asserted that scarcely any of }mn on the subject, as. umldu i". them to ¢ | ’;},
he Editors of the presses eith t orm a correct opinion upon it ¢ Itis therefors '~ 1§
= S er“a.km!udl'hit:hermumrbendh(h&y R
ype or read a proofy,’ but leave it en- [F 0 L 0o directed odhmﬁqoﬂr N
tirely to the men and s whom they || 10 the next & clliull . v
employ*. He thercfore mﬂd- 4| tion in_relation: to'¥e, try oy
dificrence whether the WilSiness was || princing of this State, as shall er A
done in one office or the®ther. And || ¢y satisfactorily mdﬂm

-

. ‘The SPEAXER dpdmd the qm '

(757, Yo

I —}| - v
’rend~onn amendmm Mgu

Vo, O et i
rules ofihe Hmuwnmu o
was always in order ;- lie would theref
move that !hn mlnﬁon,\ﬂh

the presfnt ruol.ution.
The

of order. Gke

Mr, WEDs ht the qneltioq pngkt
to be on thmm resolution, 3s the
amendment pn mus! hu-npmldu-

ed es a substitu _

Mr.W.W. Jay sdud not agree wuh
the gen'lemian ‘Halifax. « The re-
solution of the gentleman fwm
was before the House, Thegenilema
from Rowan offered an. amendmi
which wad received.  The House mﬁr
thérefore decidé first upantire- ame'nd-
ment. Ifthis be rejected; then ay:
amendment . may be proposed, or
question may be takem on lht ory

resclution. RS

The Srznx!n tﬂ'!the

'icénim

on the adoption of thegmendment. & [
Mr. Owzr and Mry S!.Ml,x. bnﬁl R

said this could nat be.: T i |
The SPEAKER asked if either %

appealed from the decision of "
Mr. SEAWELL said hednd
mendment could be receive 1 _
resolution was agreedto.. . " * i -
After some further conversation, kow- _
| ever, the decision of the Speaker was l‘
acquiesced im, and the guesion on.the s
amendment was put and negatived 108
to 18, Those who'voted in the affirma-
tive were, Messrs.. T. Bell; Bernard, -
Burtﬂn’ Bﬂ“ﬂrdq Clm. Gimb'el Hﬁl‘l!)
Hulme,Daniel Jones, K. Jones, E. Janes,
Mumford, D. Miller, J. S. Nelabn,m
Rziney, Sawyer, H, G. Williams,

Mr.LovE then moved his mndment
as follows: L 1R

r

*
s oy

if any what alterations o@bt‘” be M in iz
the existing laws on this subj :

Mr. GrissoN huﬁeﬂ thiulncndmcnt
would not be agreed tos ~In ever y:te-
tempt ‘which had been made 0 mg«:
this basintss, aomm h };’.
b;::n [Eumiuced to erea _"ﬂelay,
clear for having the bt Dcss: m«l
of to'the lowestg. bidder. : &' . f

Mr. W, W, JoNgs did' not: mtenﬂ to
ngavch:md any thing on this subject ;

ut this was so extragf -& motiv
he could, mﬁelpmﬁim *Qlil-—-n’

{ ¥'rom and from whetce is the
Treuui'ﬂ' to enquire furlﬂMI
| Were Mb Fonutoﬂﬁq ) At
the worth of labour in this State,

‘the expence of living is net k ov
to apply to persons whe hmm“_ jon..
business fop. years upon the spot ? ,IE-K Y

| correct information can be gotonly ﬁ'nIl; =
thouwhomude’,hzre.thb forma 5, i3

pus about afl

business on the same footing 48 it is. il T oo "




