DEBATE |
I the Semate of the U. States, on the subject of
the Territory Weat of the Per dido, Dec. 27. :

11 * declaring the laws now in Tobee in
ﬂ;l;:;l‘lcrr?mr;:?‘(hlem to extend to, and
have full force and cflect Lo the River Per- :
dido, pursuant to the treaty concluded at

Paris, on the 30th Aprily lw}-—a_md fu'r -

ther purposes,” being under consideration;

nndxie uestion being on its passage to a

third —

Mz, POPE.—Mr. Presidens, F-regret
that the hon'ble Chairmen of the Com-
mittee, who reported this bill, is not/
here, to give it that supper: which his/
talents and information, and the import-
ance of the subject, authurised us to ex-
pect. His absence has dév. dved on me.
as 2 member of the committee, ard o
réPrescntative ['om that part of the U-
pion more immediately interested in b
subject before usy to explain to the Se-
natesome of 1 he grounds which ndu - d
them to moke this reports  The i <
important question which the proclama-
tion of the President and this bili pre-
sent for consileration is, whe'her or
pot the United Stares havea g d ridde
to the territory in question. B fore ]
ex minc the trea'y, cession from
France to the United Stat- s, of 1803, the
source of our clsim, permit me o en-
quire what were the Jimits of Louisiana
in ' hat quarter to which this subject leads
us, before the treaty and cession ol "63-3
beiween France, Spain and G. B ftaw.
On this subject, howe ver, L believe there
is ne con ratiety of opinion—Before th
period Louisisna extended eact of the
Mississippi to the Perdido. Froner
and S: gin,by thetreaty of 1719,est bii h
ed this boundary between Eloridla, now

callcd Ezst Florida, and Loutiana. The
ancient limits of Louisiana lvc b.en|
so fully ascerained by the uments |

laid belare Congress at differrn’ tme -,
and the numerous discussicns ‘he sub
ject bas undergone, that ls.h.uld oty
waste the time of the Senate In attemiypr-
ing to throw any new light on it. I shall
only refer the Senare toone addition
. evidence, that this river was the ancicn
eastern boundsry of this province.  Mr.
Smollet. in his continuatior: of Hume':
bisinry of England, stares the answer ¢!
the British government to the proposi-
tion made by ‘he French governnien:
for perce, early in the year 1761 ; fion
which it appears that France then clain
ed the river Perdido as their eastern b
mit, nor does this fact appesr to haw

been contested by the Botish Minister.
It appcars that previous to the war whichi
terminated in 1763, Lowsiana compre-
hended nearly the whole coun''y waler-
ed by the Mississippi and i's bran hes.
1 find it s'ated in » pamphlet published
at New-Yo'k, that France. by a secree
c~ssinn, contemporancous with the tr a-
ty called the fam'ly compact of 176}
transf-rred this couniry 'o Spain, (o n -
duc= her to become her slly 1o the we
agatnst Great B:itain ; lnd“tlthfe’ I ca
fi- d no Evidence to support this s'a'e-
mert, yot the even' of tha: war. preve ue
to that period. renders it at leas: prob -
ble. It will be remumbered that the
arms of Gr- -Britain had t--umphe:
over th ¢ of France both by sca anc
}and : France had los: Canadas ax
great numbe: of ber ships of war 5 Spain
w.s ot then a party in the wa , and to
induce her to bccome 0. it seem- pro-
bable that France; under the pressur- of
adverse fortune, ceded to her this pro
vince. But as this statement does ot
correspond with th: documents on oui
tables, nnr the views of others who have
ex.mined this subjeci, we are compe il d
to t2k: it for graited, hat the - cs<im
of We-s Louisiana, with the Islana
N.O:lcans. to Spain, and of Es«: Loui
ana, since called West Fio.ida, 10 Gre
Dritain, w.re made a1 the same [ime
the yezr '62. It is, however,well knowr.
that France made the cesswcn to Giear-
Britain at the instance and lor the bene
fit of Spain, 10 enable her, wiih the ces-
sion of Florida (now called Fast-Florida)
to obrain a resti: tion of Cuba. The
whole of Lcouisiana, not conquered by
G Bruain. may with propriety be sai
to have been given up « r ceded to Spaii.
Let us now examine tha part of the
treaty of cession between the U. States
ur.d Fran-e of 1803, which relates
this question.—By that ireaty we se.
quired Lowuisiana as full, and in the sam-
manuer as it had bLeen acquired by
France from Spain, in virtue of the treas
ty of St. Ildcfunso of the 1st of October,
1500, By ‘s wreaty Spain had ¢ re-
tio od=d Louisiana o France with 'h,
$:mc exient it then Bad in the bands of
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North-Carolina State

&:’n the plans of falr lightful Peace,
p'd by party rage, ( Itve like Brothers,
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sessed it, and such as it should be afier
the treaties subsequently entered into
hetween Spain and other states.” That
'his extract from that treaty is correct,
cynno: be doubted, as it has never been
denied by Spein: The word * retrocede,’
n this treaty has, I believe, occasioned
more doubt with regard to the meaniog
f this cession than a1y expression con-
17ined in i, but cannot when the sub-
ject is properly «xamined, bave the ef-
fect contended for. Itis said that as
France cededto Spain, in 1762. Louisia-
na West of the Mississippi, inciuding
the Islund of New-O leans ; the word
retroc=de must limit the cessinn 1o whai
ad becn previously ceded by France to
Spain—but if it be true that the whole
of Louisiana Eastand Westof the M s
sis«ippi, was ceded to Spain in the yea
1761 sl hough East Lowisiana was af
terwards ceded by France with the con-
sent of Spain 1o Gret- Britain, the wora
retrocede might with propriety be used
wi h refercnce to the origina! grant to
Spein in 1761, or if, what will nat be de
nied, the ccsaign of East Lousiana to
(>reat-Britain oy France, was at the in
vtance, and for the benefit of Spain ;
Spain, in 1800, after she had acquiren
East Louistana alias West-Floiida, s
called by Grear Britain after 1763, couls
well say to France, I re grant to you
what you ceded to, me, and on my ac-
count, or at lvast so much as I csn re-
grant consistent with the tresties I have
since muce 3 and this seems to be th.
ulsin and evident meamng of the instru-
ment. Ifthe parues had meant to con
fine the retrocession to ths limits of the
cessinn matde by France to Spsin, of
Louisiana West of the Mississippi in-
tuding the [slund of New Orleans, they
w uld have used the same descripiion
'hey would certainly have stopped al
ter saying the extent it then had in th.
hands of Spain——but to prevent mistake
r misconstruction, they add ¢that i
kad when France possessed it ;" and
what is still more conclusive of the
meaning of the parties, they goon (o
say—"* and such as it should be alier thy
'reatics subscquently .entered into b
iween Spain end other Sa cse A
Spain had never entered into any treaty.

!

|

vi‘h regard to the Westetn boundary

i _ )
of Louisiana, and as the only treaties o |

1795 with the U, Dlates, both rrlative
, limi's on the East side ol the Miss's
sipp1, it 1s periectly clear thit the cou-
‘racting par.ies meant to compriehend
whatevi ¢ of Louisiana sn he eost sidle
f the Mississippt Spain had a utle to.
If the coansiruction I «ontend fur i1s not
$dmitied, ith.n the latier part of the de-
cription will hove no effect, contra. y 10
s settled prinuiple of law and commion
'ense, hat every part of an insirumen
shall have cffect, if it can by any rcaso-
nable construction, To sireagilien tre
onstruction for wh.ch I insist it may
net be amiss to consider the views of
‘he French governmert at the time this
reaty of St Ildefonso was made They
nn doub @ quired this province with an
mte tion of n ki g ity and it was an ob-
} c. of + aionsl pride, to regain as much
as practicable 1 the colonies which had
een lus uader the old government,—
Besides they could not be ignorant of
‘he importance of East Louisiana now
We - -Flcrida, to the security of New-
Orlcans; ano as the practicsbility of ob-
‘aining it at that time from Spain, can-
not be doubted, the presumption s
irresis able, that the cession was intend
J to embrace 1t. | had intended to have
scerisined at the Department of State,
he ground of obj-ction with Spair, I«
e surrender of that country to the U.
Siates, but have not made the enquiiys
I do not however think it d/flicult to ac-
count for the cunduct of Spain. My
conjecture is, that France afier she had
sold Louniapa to the U. States and re
ceived the price supulated, secretly ad-
viscd Spain net to surrerder ity huving
at that time formed the project, which
- he s now attempting to exccute, of ac-
quiring the whole Spanish Empire ; her
n erest was therefore ideniificd withthat
ol Spain, and she no doubt was willing
o unite with Spain in giving the most
rmited construction to- the cession to
he U Siates. 1 find that Congress,
hy #n act passed on the 24ih of Februa-
'y 1804, have solemnly rted our
right to this Territory, and authorised
Jwe President to take poasession of i,
ind to esiablish a port of entry, &c. on
the Mobile, whenever he should deem it
sxpedients. The time when, and cir-
cumstances unde r which thigsiep should

—

Span, and that it bad when Frauce pos- l

which the parties could ‘have alluded, | Jr«tof such interest it would have been
was thatof 1783 with G. DBritain, and ul"f crimingl in those appointed .o watch o=
i ver the national saf yy to h.ve hesitated.
| I was surprized o hear this procedure
| irunounced a robbe v and making war.

—— ==

be taken, were submitted 0 the discre-

S — . ——————————m et

| What has been her conduct since we
| acquired Louisiana ?

: ; !

tion of thé Executife.—I may be per-
mitted to ask why, f we had no title to
this Territory, the Bresident was urged
'to take possession by force, abd cen-
| sured for not duing [t.  If my recollec-
| tion is accurate, all parties agreed we
| ought to have the tountry ; they only
| aiff: red as to the ¢ of acquiring it.
I'l'he President, inflienced by thai poli-
| cy which has hithgto guided the pre-
' sent adminis' ration,ef avoiding making
| this nation a party inthe present Euro-
pean war, in the exéfise of the discre.
tivnary power vested in him by that act,
did no: 'hink proper to sewz- upon it by
force, but to wait forthe occurrence of |
' -vents to throw it into our haads with-
' out a struggle.
| The expediency of taking possession |
{of this Territory cannot, it :ppears 1o
' me, admit of adoubt, It the Presid- nt |
' had refused or hesitated Lo meet the'
| wishes of the people of Wes:-Florida,
' by extending 10 them the protection of
' the American government and they had
' sought security in the arms of a foreign
' power, wheat should we have heard 27—
| tie weuld have been charged with im-
becility and fear of incuriing responsi-
mlity, He would have been denvunced
»s unworthy of the stati n his country
had assigned him.  Letit be remem-
bered, that the Orleans country is cvur
most vulnerable part—remute from ou
physical forcc—a climaie more fatal to
our people than the sword of a victori-
ous enemy ; and that an tnemy In pos-
session of W-st-Florida can with great |
taciiny cut off New Orl ans from the
upper coun'ry.  If tie foriunate mo-
ment had not been seized, this province
would hav: Jalen inio tie hands of a
foreign power ; er, if time h:d been gi-
ven for iutrigue te maru ¢ stsetf,another
Burr plot would probablytave risen from
'he ashes f the first, more formidable
¢ the integrity of this empire. Burr,
like Archim«des, fancied that if he had
a place to stand upon, a place beyond
the jutisdiction of the U.S to rally his
lollowers, he could overwin the govern-
menl. H: has, it is true, fled from the
frowns of an indig'unt country. But
he was no. alone.  Let an oppo tunt'y
be affordod, and a thausand Burrs would
hiow ff *he mask ana point their arms
aguinst the Federal Union. On a sub-

————

Why should our sympa hes be awuken-
vd in favor ol Spamm? \What claim has
the Spanish government upon our mo-
derztion and forbeaiance ! Whai bas
been her conduct? From the moment
we became an indcpendent nation she
has been 10tnguing to separ.te the wesis
crn country from the Adantic S ates—
She hus made at different periods, ano
as late as the yerar 1797, in violativn of
her tpeaty of 1795 with this countiy, di-
rect propositions to thy wesi:in pop e
to secede from the Union, and to accom:»
plish her object she has at le st aitemyt
ed the use of means the most coriupt.

If I am correctly
informed, our deseriers and slaves who
have tuken refuge in West-Ilorida in
many instances have not been surren-
o rod, and enormous duaties have b en
imposed on our vessels navigating the
Mobile. Under these provocations, suf-
ficient to have drawn uponthem fromal-
most any other nation a declzration ot
war, our government, influenced by that
policy which has hitherto regulated its
course towards foreign nations, exerci-
sed patience and forbearance : and since
the late revolution in Spain, I brlieve it
will not be pretended that this govern-
ment has manifesied any disposition to
throw our wcight into the scale o
France against the Spanish party. Oug
government has taken no step in rels-
tion Lo West Florida until compelled by
arcgard to our own safety. The Exe.
cutive, in the procedure under conside.
ration, has used language the most con-
‘ciliatory, aad on the face of his proela-
mation given a pledge that this go-
vernment will at any time enter into
amicable negociations on the subject of
our elainy to this territory, if it shall be
disputed, '-
There are other at least plausible
grounds upon which this Lill as an ori-|
inal proposition might be supported
Eotirely independent ‘of_thc ccﬂion.-—
Spain is indebted to us a large amount
for spoliations committed o8 our com-
merce ; and as there is no government
at present towards which the erdinary

{ J..seph can claim them. Frionce in an

Gazette.

b m——

. payment, could we not, on the principle
! of the attachment law, as an act of scif
| Justice, seize on this territory to secure
satisfaction ?

As this measure has been emphati-
cally cylled an act of robbery and war,
it may aot be amiss to consider the po-’
litical state of the Spanish colonies in
relation to the Spanish government in
the hands of the Jurita; and the new dy-
nasty about o be established by B:pa-
parte.
the late alienation of the Spanish crown
atid the revolu ion in Spain h ve dissolv-
ed the tie which connects them wih
the mother country. On this point I
will not detain the Senate. If the

doubt, and the Junta shall bedriven from
Old Spain to any of the colgnies, their
political character must ce:sey and they
can, no longer claim the exercise of any
jur-sdiction or sovereigity over the co-
lonies.  The colonies sre nut boundetu-
gether by any political b-nd, uncunnect-
€d with'the mother country ; they are
' subject to the mother coun'ry, but the
momenl she 18 c:*-uquertd 1hcy“qn¢,-al
liberty to provide for themselves Ginless.
indeed, the emperor of Franc- or King

.

official expose, & King Joseph, by proc-
lamation, have declared their willing
ness that the colonics should beceme -
dependent, provided they do not con-
nect themselves with G. Britaine If
France therefore shall, which is proba-
ble, conquer ‘he muther couniry, we are
fully authorised by her public declara-
vion to the world to acquire, with the
conse .t of 'he inhabirants, o only West
but Eu<t Fi vida. Cuba, cr ony uther pre.
vince which weshalldeem it ¢ xpedient to
connect with the U. Stat s.— | his bill

It may be said, perhaps that ||

French armsshall be successiul iv. Spain, |
of which I believe few entertain much |
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[Here follows Mr. Pinkney’s letter to Lord
. Wellesley, on the subject of MrSdackson’s

| insulting demeanor, with Lord W ley s res
' ply thereto. which were published i the Ras
leigh Register, in June fast.] A%
M. Pinknéy to M. Smith,
. Londow, Aprit 8, 1810.
Sir —In a short letter of the 2d inst.
by My. John Wallace, in_ the B itish
packet, I h:d the henor to acknowledge
the receipt, on the 3ist last month (by
Di. Logan) of your lerters of the 20th
of Junuary and the 16th of Februwy,
and 1 inform you that 1 had, in consee
gu nce, ap appointment tn meéet Lord
Wellesley on the third, -+ 5

At the interview which took place in
pursuance of tha' appointment, F ex-
plained to' Lord Wellesley the nature
of the powers now confided 10 me, and
as far as was necessary, vhe @ibiects to
which th. y related.. The regult of the
conversation which ¢ sued, \i'hs AD UNe
derstanding, that we should begin wish
an attempt to settle the affair of the
Chesapeake, and that attempt being
successful, that we should proceed to
consider next, the subject of the ortlers
in council. and lastly, the commercial
and other concerns, embraced by the
commission of 1806, to Mr. Monroe
and myself. )

Ip conformity with this nnderstanding,
it wes agreed, that I shoule immediately
follow up: the copference with a_note,
| s cting my authority tb adjust with the
| British Povernment, the cose of the
Chesapecie ; and I have accordingly

prepared «nd sent to Lord Wellesley
the letter, of which a copy is enclosed.
I have not since heard from his Loid-

muy be jusiified, independent of title,
by the law of self-preservation, H ve
| we any assurance that the Spaunish go-
vernment will maintain their neutrality
in this territory, if we should be involv-
ced in 2 war with either France or G. Bii-
tain ! Can they, or will they, prevent
the mawch of an eneniy’s furces through
that territory into the U. Siates ? No
si-—\We bhave cvery reasor to expect
the contrary. Considering how vulne-
rable we are from this territory, its pre-
sent state, and the aspect of our foreign
affairs, it appear to me that we are au-
thoriscd to tuke possession of it as a
mearure of neional security. I: may be
objected thattakingthe propertyofothers
by force tends to relax the morals of
the prople by destroying that criterior
of right and wrong, the observance of
which is necessary to the purt y of our
republic ;3 and I am ready to admit 1hat
we ought to proceed upon this prin:i-
ple of necessity and «xpediency with
£ eat cau'ion, and never to act upon i'.
but in «X'reme and evident cases. Hud
we a colony on the coast cf Englaid or
France, similarly stiuated, we know
they would not hesitate. When we
reflect that our property is seiz-d by al-
most every nation ; that the. laws and
usages of nativns '‘aie disregarded by
nearly all Europe ; that their conduct
has b en |- tely marked with adegree of .
perfidy and rapacity unexam;led i
the history of the ¢ivilized worid ; that
they have in fact become States of
Barbary ; it appears that we ought not,
as regarcds them, to. be over nice or
squeamish upon qu:stiens of this sort.
Shall we sit here with our arms folded
uatil the enemy is at our gates ? If we
was'e our time in discussion and refin-
ing abstract questions of right and;
wrong, we shall lose our inde¢pendence
and we shall deserve it. d had. hoped
this pill would have passedwitholtmuch
debate § I know the people are tired of
long speeches and documents.. Thi-
fondness for lengthy discussiens has
ven drawn ypon Congressthe reproach-
es of the ladies=~they begin to say—
less talk, more action. )

£ Debate ta be continued J

THUMAS HACKETT,
BOOTI AND SHOE MAKER,

{
Green Street, Fayetteville, :

AKES .ﬂlle liberty to inform h.s Customers,

of Leaiher, which is equal, if not superior t¢
jany in thig’ place—~which he is Waking op i+
neatesi manner, and newest fashion, anu
thinks it unnecessary 10 say. p! thing about
the work, as it is well k .
N.B. Wanted wnmcdiately, from four t

{} kindness and bengfielal intercourse be-

and the. Public in general, thagie has re |
cewed from Philadelphia, l.gemm”ﬂ

Ay

ship .of course, it now belongs

heals. ;
ofy: I tiust, be thought, that
my letter, which is simply an‘official
nmiﬁcalirm in civij termsso :-;: j
10 receive ar d actiBORISHERb e
as this governg Qose to muk
gots '00 far, SRR ,_:‘»?3, &
P-S. Apiil 9th."T have just recerved
from Lord Wellesicy a note, of which
a copy is enclosed, irviting me to a céns
ference on Thursday nex: (the 12°h)
doubtless on the affair of the Chesas
peake. ' )
Mr Pinkney to Lord Wellesley,
Great Cumberland Place (wirhou: date )
My Lorp—I huave the honor 10 state
to your Lordship, in @enformi'y with
my verbal éxplanations in a rcent con-
f-rence, that I agn suthorised to adjust
with his Majesty™s gove rnment, the case
[ the gttack on the Americsn. frigare

Chesapeakgigin the mouth of June, 1807,
iLﬁoﬂartL

by the Briti$h ship,
It will give me € fitere “pleasure to

communicate with your Ldrdship on:
this intercsting subject  in subh manner
as shall be thought best cideulated to
iéad o a fair and honorable a'i'-hi‘ang ‘ment |
of it, preporatory tg“the restoraricn of
{tween the l_gaféduin*rirs.
Lord Wellesicy to My chl‘nf}:'
The Madquis Wellesky presents his
compliments tc Mr. Pinkscy and will
be happy to hav the honor of sceing
him, at the FOPEigﬂ Oﬁ'}(:ﬁ, Thurs:jay
nexty at 25 P. M. if that hour sheuld
sui his convenience, & R
Foreign Office, April 9h, 1810,
Mdr- Finkney My Smith. #
- London, Aprsl'Oth, 1810,
Sir—I have. -upmr_{ﬁ_] - reflcttiony
thought it necessary to e a fotter
10 Lord Weilesley, reczmm»l French
Minister’s official statéement-todGenéral |
Armstrong; of the ¢onditiohs on which
‘he Berlio decree would be recalled ;
and inquiring whether thege existy any -
objection, on the part ofithe al}g‘mbh go- [}
Yo wpre- /.

v 3

vernment, €0 a revocation (ol
<ise declaration that they are
tn force) of the blockade of M
t;nd of thet of Venice, especially thig:
ormer. - As the,_answer to ‘this jeild
upon which I wish to conterse Wi

T

no loager /-
ay, :-u_

Lopa Wellesley beforg I deliveric) #il}
not probably be very prompe, 1 Bawe
in the mean time, sent Mr. 1

cis; withitwo letters to Ge gr

=% &l - .'-. -
) = s + %
Londan ?

proceeding can be pursued (o

six JEURNEYMEN, who are. work-
men, to whom constant employi and ge.
nerous;wages will be given. - S28
ven for Shoe Thread of lity
if i - o ule. . o ¥
\'r" =
i ¢ T
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