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the inferences— he is to act on thcm.
Suppose the President is seriously of o-
pinion, that this evidence has been in-
correctly stated ; that Gen, W. has not
had a fair opportunity of rebutting it be-
fore the Committee ; N y, suppose a
variety of circumstances which might
ender a President conscicntiously in.
Jisposed to come to any de-ision at ali,
ciiher for or against Gen. W, upon the
-v.dence thus laid before him; what
hen? Although B may, for these rea-
sons, suppose that the Report isut'erly
irrelevant to prove the guailt or the inno.
cence of Gen. Wi'kinson, yet his failing
‘o act upon it will be tortured by the
very libeval opponents, either into a dis
respect for the appeal of Congress, his
apprehension to meet the rcsponsnbiln y |
of adecisi- n,or his determination to take
sides with Gen, W.—W ithout meaning
lo express any opinion on the points at
issue, it must be conf sced that the per-
sonal enemies of Gen. W. have flowa to }
 the most ungenerous means of preju-
dicing the minds of the members.  A-
wainst him Mr. Duniel Coxe, a partner
in 'he house of Duni¢l Clarke, tock care
.0 disperse among them the pamphlet,
of which Clarke has been the juative
fath: r—but which Coxe declared before
the committee had been written by him-
self, Edward Livirgston and two other
persoi:s, ffom the notes and matter fur
nished by Mr. Cla ke. ‘I'be vindication
of Gen. W which has been spaken of
in the public prints, has not yet appeared
enure finm the Press. [ have scen the
2d volume, which scans the charge ol
his conne xion with A. Burr, the Appen- |
dix to the 4:h Vol, (containing merc'y
s~me documents cn the causes of th.
mortality at Térre au Beuf) and o
pamphlet entitled “ A bricf examina-
tion of Testimony to vindicate the cha-
racter of General James Wilkinson, a-
zainst the imputatiom of a sinister con
~exion with the Spanish governmen
for purposcs hostile to his own country ;
wi b a glance of several topics of Mincr
Import.”—These, | suspect are all ihe
pars which have issued from the Press
—they have been confined, as yet, 1o 2
very small circle indeed ; and 1 have not
nad any oppurtuoity of examining them
with attention.

THE CLOSE OF THE SESSION.

Thefolbwingm:o-f a letter from Wash.
dated the 34 instaur, © the Editor of
tbe Richmond Enquirer, affords so COmplele
avd interesting a view of the proceedin
Congress, for a few of rhe last days thc
Session, that grarified in being able to pre-
sent it to our readers.

“ The Benk has gone to its ¢ long
home.” You are aware, perhaps, that
the Petition of its Directors to continue
ils corfrorate powers for cemain purposes
(for a short period) was referred m the
H. of R.to a commutee of 9,—The !
same subject was likevise mnved and
referred to a committee of the Senate.
The last have not yet met on it—but !
scems that there is ne doubt of their re-

portirg [gum the petition. The Com-
l:ll'ttct of the H of R. had a meetinr,
yrucn‘lay. and there were 5 against. and
3 in favor of it—among the former is
the chairman (M:. Porter of N. York)
whao delivered that very luminous speech,
which has been some time since pub-
lished, against th- ‘constitutionality of
the Bank.—The petition, therefore, will
not fail to be rejected. Afrer all, where
are those frightful conscqences that
were predicted f om the downfall of th.
bank ; the loss of credit, and the ruin of
the mcrchmts snd of the State Banks?
Not a single bank has been shaken as
yct; and as to the merchants a fow of
them have perhaps availed themselves
of this very ronvenient pretext, for de.
claring bankruptcy, springing from very
difficrent ceuses ; but the injury to so-
cie'y i finitely less than was pn.-du ted !
by the advocates of the institution. Let
ters have been this day received from
Baltimore and Philade'phia, dcclaring
that the State Banks stand on as firm
foundations as ever ; and that a very in-
consider: ble inconvenience hafibeen #x-
perienced by the mercantile class. Why
then were these frightful anticipations
of distress; these terrific spectacles of
bankruptcy snd rvin cxhibited to wr
vicew ? The motive is obvious—'0 strike
8 panic into the breast of Ceagress and
conjure them into a renovation of the
Charter. On this peint it must be con-

fcssed, that the late Loan to the U. S.
which opersted as an inducement up- v
the governmen: to continue the B k
subtiacted from the pressure upon indi
viduals. The more the U, S. had, the
less individuais could have. The sum
of $2 750000 which was losned to th-
Treasory of the U. S would have been
otherwis- distributed amonhgst the ind:-
viduals (by discounts) and consequent'y
increased the number of the importu-
nate petitioners for the renewal of the
charter. This consequence was no’ cer
tainly foreseen by th: Secretary of th
T'reasury ; nor does it contribu'e to re
concile us at all to the loan ; but it un-
questionably produced its effect on the
fa'e of the Bark,

The Commiitee, appointed on the
subject, have made their Revort to the
H. of R. on the sffair of Gen. Wilk'n
son. The Report and Doruments have
been ordered to be printed ; and a mo-
tion was made by Mr. Pcarson (the

ing certain accompts of this gentlemar

she treasury have”becn clesed, excepy,

Chairmman) that they should be trans-
mitted to the President of the U. S.— |
Mr. Eppes opposed this motion with |
considerable force. He demander why |
the House should shrick from the re-
sponsibility which th y had courted—
why they did not express their ows opi-
niows, and come at least to some sort of
Resolution on the facts reported to
them? Why they had not the inde-
pendenc- & Rrmness to spcak for them-
selves I Were they to serve in the mere
capacity of a Committee or Court of
Enquiry for the President ! When the
subject was first moved in the House,
it bad been urged that they had aright
to epquire into it for their own satisfac
uo:;\und use—and why did they now
k from it ? For his cwn part he
moved, that the Report should be refer-
red to a committee of the whole bouse
—which motion, howéver, was los'—
And, by a subscquent decision, -the pa-
pers were orcered to be transmitted to
the Presidemt. The Committee ap-
poinged to enquire into the causes of the
mny at Terre su Beuf presented
Jikewise their Report, which was orde

w0 same dirdction. There is
- O | great justness in the reasons
assg by Mr. Eppes—and besides

let 43 ask, ip what an aukward siruation
docs this codrse place the President of
the U. States2 The whale responsibility
is adroitly shiifted to his shoulders. He

-

‘ knowledge of the situation and manners
{ of France, will conspire to give him the

twch it at present.

—

is 10 collate the evidence~he is to draw

-

Joel Barlow, Esq. has been appointed |
Mi: ister to France.

What miser ble tales have been in
circulation in the federal papers, respect-

with the United States and the balances
which it was siid s:ill remasined due to
the Government. The fact is, that Mr.
B. has never drawn himselfl veory large
ums from the Treasury of the United
States. He was indeed the agent of
Messrs. Humphries and J, L. Don.la-
son, for disbursing considerable sums,
under the treaty with Algiers; but his
accompts with these persons have been
settled—2and their own accompts with

perhaps a comparatively small sum
which remains due from the Estate of
Mr. D. The Comptroller has given a
eruficate on 1his subject, which is said
to h' ve been completely satisfactory—
h« Mr. B did not appeerindebted one

stiver to the U States.—On this sub- |/ !
' the door of conciliation to G. Britain,

ject I will barely say that many mis-
takes seem to prevail in the public
|| mind, with regard to balances, which
may appear out-s'anding on the books
of the Treasury. The accompts may
be settled in fact by the agents of the
government—yvet it will sometimes oc-
cur, that from the absence of Vouchers,
which are to be strict!y executed accord-
ing to the forms of the office, the ac-
count is not closed on the Treasury
Book, and the balance still appears to be
due.

The case of Mr. Timothy Pickering
ough* at least to have furnished an in-
structive lesson to the Federalists on
this subject, though the case of M:.
Barlow is a much more favorable one
than his, B.rlow 1s a man of fine snd
liberal talents—his letters to the Privi-
ledged Orders, to the People of Pred-
mont, and ta the Crtizens of the United
States, cxkibit a large fund of ideas on
the principles of government, the bene:
fits of our confederated republic, and the

rights and laws of neutrals—his attach- |

ments too, to the United States; and his-

disposition and the means, of furthering
the views and supparting the rights of
his country.. This subject is au inte-
resting one—but I bave timebutly to

THe defalcation which has been cbar- j

| heve predictcd 1o me that | sh. uld have

| evidence of \he cessation of British vio-

— —

Qurs are the plane of falr delightful Peaca,;
Unwarp'd by party rage, to live like Brothers,
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0 Bill which has beén introduced by Mry -
Eppes. ard is now peoding befure the
.he accountabili'y of public agents —
The Officers within the U, Stares are
tc make Quarteily Returns, and 'f they|
fail wo adjust their accounts within three |
months thereafier, the Comptroller is |
1y direct suits to be instituted § a’nd’
whether the officer gains or loses his
suit, he is to he cast in the Costse Such
as are nof within the U. Stetes, are, of
course, to be entitied to longer indal-
gence.~—The Bill szay still be t-ken up
and passed, during fhe present session,

George Jefferson, Esq. (of Richmond)
a worthy and an honorable man, bas
been nominated our Consu! to Lisbone
he richest consulate p rhaps in Europe.
Dayid Balie Wa.den, E.q. has be-n no-
minated as Consul-General to France.-
Asreturns of the Census have not been
-eceived from some of the States,on uc-
count of there not bemg time enough it
is said for the M~-rshals ’Assistants to
make them—=a bill has passed both hou-
sy of Congress, 2llowing the Assistants
3-months I nger to make their returns,
.nd to *he Marshals ¢ mon -hs. This bill
nassed the Senate only last night.
But I now approach a topic, Lo which
it is '; pos-ible for we to do odequate
justice. In what way shall I »xpressmy
wn feelings, or the sensation it has dif-
fusvd around me.? Those at 2 distance
carn have no tdea of it had any ore

w tne<sed such scenes, I should have
iughed at the folly of the prophet.—
* The collective wisdom of the natiun,”
'ssome have fondly rermed the Congress
ofthe U.S. d: generating in'o a spouting
club or » B-ar-garden! The spectacle
has been distressing beyond any descrip-
tion, I Bave seen men whose locks were
bleached by the hand of 1ime, and whse
names are enrolled apen the revoluti n.
dencuncing these proceedings with a'l
the fire and vivacity of you hfu! feeling !
I have seen the first men of the nation
lift up their hands ip as'mixhment and
wonder Go to the opposition and ask
them for the causes—ask them why they
h.ve disgraced theircountry. They are
the sole authors of the scenes which I
am about to lay before you. The sub-
ject is by far the most important one,
which has occurred on the theatre of
Congress during the present winter; but
I must attempt to reduce it into as small
a compsss 3s is consisteat with the due
comprehension of it.

On Fridey (the 22d ult.) the bill from
the Commitree of Foreign Rela ions,
was taken up in the House of Represcn-
tatives in the Committee of the W hole.
This bill uriginally consisted of but one
sectisn ; exempting such vessels and
property as belonged to American citi-
zens, from (he operation of th Non-Jo-
tercourse system, as might leave a Bri-
tish port. prior to the 2d of February.
Mr. Eppes moved the commiltee to add
two new sections ; the object of which
was, to declare the Non Imporration
system really in force on the 2d of Fe-
bruary, to give 1t efficacy by making a
proclamarion of the President the only

lation on our neutral rights. and to 6pen

after the 2d of February.—~These two
new sections were agreed to by the
committee. The first.section, I Aave
uniformly thought erroneous, as being
likely to break up the whole eng.ge-
ment and thus putting us once more at
sea embarrassed between two bellige-
rents, and plundered and insulted by
both—and as likely to prevent an ar-
rangement with G. Britain by thus pre-
venting one taking place with France.
It is morcover obvious, that this.sec<
tion will increase the difficulty of pre-

lectors must keep a very good leok out,
lest vessels which had I-ft a British port
long after the 2d of Frbruary, should
come into our ports untler the pretence
of being blown off by a head wind for a
considerable time, or of coming last
from some other than a British port, as
for instince, the Brazils, though they
may say they had sailed from G. Bri
tain prior to the 2d February.—~Much,
however, has been said on the otherside.
“ We do not wish to relax the system in
favor of G. Britain<but of our own ci-
tizens, who have vested their property

a peculisr bardship on them; to snatch
this property from them, wjthout having
given them notice of the risks which
they ran and’ the penalties which they
incurred ! They were unapprised-of the

Heouse of Representatives for increasing | ' tween

i

venuing smuggling—and that the col- |

in Grea:-Britain. - And would it not be |

- 1

Lt s

ged to Mr, Baﬂow,recalhbnymindb

prmlunluon,,vhen their goodo were

- bought and shlpped. \ And, besldcs, is
it not lmc;)ortam for us to draw home bee

 property, which in the distant event of
a war, may be necessary to furnish the
resources for carrying iten? The re-
laxation is no breach f the faith, we
have pledged 1o France ; because as the
| gohds are alre idy t‘xpottt:d the market
for Brirish manufaciures is not thereby
extended«—rot an atam of goods more
ts driwn from the ware-houses.”—<But
who sees not*that he two last sections
of the bill are of vital importance I—
What a disgra-eful spectacle should we
have exhibited without thefa ? A lew
upon our statuie-bnok, -lumbering like
a dead ¢ arcase, wi' hotit spirit or efficien-
cy, tnexecuted and despised—ma whole

| temporary-. refuge for our rights, n-:t
0 ughi=for lawyers of eminence

pronounced, that the lew does not 1ake
effect till May next 5 and at all events, |
the fdngs of the lawyers would have torn |
it to pieces ; its ambiguities would have
been used to desirov it, and the courts
by pronouncing différent decisions, or
no decisions at aH, would ence more have
exposed us to thc most dis ressing si-
tuation in which any mation can stand—
a pa'iomn wi hout the spirit to execute
i‘s most reasonable laws.—~—The finger

| of scorn, would have been pointed 2t os

fram all direc ions. Fiom the weak-
ness and the want of Fath, which would
have grown out of this humiliating si-
‘uztion the republican party were anx-
ous to rid us —They aw the necessily
of a:ting—but they were met in the
te=th by a party,who read in ‘his system,
the mszns of opposition to British en
croachment, and who, rather than puf
forth a finger against her, would cancel
coutracts .nd r¢lax the majesty of the
ows. The tricks and expedients to
which they have resorted, to thwar!
hem. were no!' less disgraceful than the
ends which they contempla ed.

On Monday, when the H:use met,
after trunsacting some business of mi-
nor importance, they tock up this bill
supplemental to the law of May, with
those ame:ndments which had been re-
ported from the committee of the whole,
[he two first scctmns passed off with-
out much debite; some amendments
fwere proposed but miscarrieds  The 3¢
section being before the House, Mr.
Quincy rose to address the chair.  Itis
an unuvsual tiing to speak to the merits
of the bill an :n insulated section=but
the plan cf the gentlemen was fixed.—
They were determined to cppose it at
every siep of the progress ; that they
might spin out the time and finally de
lay the pas<age of the bill. Mr. Quincy
s by no means an crator. He is a slow
man. H: cons over bis speeches wirh
all the assidu: y of a school boy-—and
when ghe chain escapes him, he pauses
and repeats -and labours to get hold a-
gain ot he thread'he has losts  Hence
he is a very hesitading spe.ker—a qua.
lity, bye the bye,which Mr. Fux thought
is the very death of eloquence. Even
if such a man con[d concerve easily e-.
nough, he is always delivered, asa wiity
Physician said of Mr. Quincy, a
(****,s, The emburgo is ciushed imthe
very. act of preducing l’ to the world
Yei Mr. Qul s must the oratar,
beeause it is his taste, but in truth his
flounces and furbeloes are so much
dressed up and starched that they lock
as sliff and formal as the ruffs that col-
lared the necks in the good old days of
Quecn Bess. And when the imagina-
tion labors, things work backwards, and
a prodigy is produced to exercise our
disgust. Yet it was in this strain of «-
laborate par:urition, that the Hon. Jo-
siah Quincy addressed us for a conside-
rable time—the burthen of his song
was, that Napoléon Bonaparte was a
dishonest | tyrant, ' who had broken his
faith with us; that'we were not bound by
the engagement, and that *he restriclive
| system was far more injurious to. oui-
| selves than o Grea'-Britain. ~ As tosthe
 Proclamation of November why the
i President was excuseable merely for is-
| suing it, rather @ dfferent langusge.
fram that| strerg sense of approbation
and vote of thanks which was-expressed

aud 50 milljons of American |

‘ystem which we hpve adopted as aff

-

game-—le apml out the
while he is spinning om his qwu
ter Mr. Gan‘emelhld
or ywo, one of h.ll
moved 2n adjsarnmernit; Theﬁllﬁw mm.
gatived = A few moments after, the mwon
was repeated.. The whale plan.oftaetic:

now fairly disclosed. The H ;

journ« Mp. Gardenier was to mﬁmu the

i n&t wasting the time of \the House: ———
the other long wirlded parsizans were

to take up the Cudgels, a stand was to be made

at every step, amendment. afzer amendment

was to be moved, aud h after speech was

gearly cxhausted When the bill should

| the House of Representatives it wasto go'to™
the Sgnate : and it is a rule n ths bﬂdy'ﬁm
every bill 15 1o be read on idree successive days,
unless this rule should be suspeniied by a) unas
nimous vote. The Republicans began to see
the plan of operations, ‘they saw it_ still miere
distlntll‘\f, when they.found thé motion-for ad~
Journment conrinually, préoed upomthem, whea
they saw the lamps of the House ligh
| and Garde
ed hour of the vight with' reading a sring of
amendments, which he said it was his

tion to mave, in succession. The Republicans
felt the neeessity of firmness ; saw, that
the hovor of the pation and the :::Lﬂy of the
law hung upon them, and that they could not
be foded, without mfhctm awital-wonnd on
the prosperity, perhaps t
they therefore-res:sted mation  for ‘ad-
journment, though they ‘cantinued to sit in'si-
lence, permitting the storm of dthllc %o rage
around them,

The storm was soon conwwllmm't peal of
laughter,when Mr Knickers e (w yourg fe-
deral member.fron' New ?‘mlt) rose,
ly_under the strong impression of | '
Srandy
is arguments were so queer, that "shook
i her leaden wing and the whole house except-
ing the grave mousers on the federal bench,
were cor vulsed wn‘h.‘inughttr Yet must Y do”

Ol'

vour in his manner, a simplicity of  feeling,
which charmed mie. Every time he put his
hand to his heart, he toucked mine. I wesld
vpuch for the horesty of that man, and wonld.
frecly trust my bife to his keeping. I ‘will wot
fat.gue you by erumerating thz names of the
fedsral orators who succeeded, for like the

the lines of Homer and Virgil, 1 vemember
scarcely more than their names Nor willl
dwell Jor ger on the incidents of that night.—
Most of the fede-alists seceded from the h« use.
—A few only temained to spin out ‘the time .

members in the lcbby, were on the watch for
an adjournment, would bé& dragged in toeke
-ut the number, the federalists aumkmg all
ithe while to1he clock, not to the ears of the
House, At length the quorum vanmished—a
motion was made 10 request the ntd”njutfe of '
the absent members, some of t :
disposition, some positively refuse oBedso‘nee
te the rule, a few artended, but at’ last about
ka!f afrer 4 o'cluck m the momm ihewumm
was gone and the House were oﬁ:géd 10 rise,
1 left the House with disgust—*: Ig ih‘"" said I
the Cn‘ngmn of the Unitdd Stares, * Are these
the successors of those iltustricus men, whnde-
clared the Ind
Gaxdcn1¢r and Lyon, and sach as would arresy
the very| wheels of the g(‘vemmcntio ote
their own little purpeses ! The Congre
the United States,2 mere debating intrigui

-

!ﬂg

‘throw the grand ' prio vblic—
That the majority st
The nex: day. the s¥me.: as
until about 4, the hense” adjmﬁng
6 in.theevening. When the houses
Mr: n Randolph, who had taken
{m?y ebate, arose to move the
of the question rill the next dayd® It yvas
that his motives and v:ewsm he!
those of the federalisis~hew for ¢
delay was destrucrion 1o the
was oppcsed by Johnson (@ .
Eppes. | 1shall pass over the scene
sued between Randolpb andlppq
"at this rime, forbids an exposition;, pu*ﬂm
dwell on thedanduct of Mr. Randolph
the House, whom ' he "abused-as .
when he calied upon the Speaker

le of the Y

a!

would il befir me to desgribe.
rerorted the insination, and
nary Heroes dﬁpilbd 1he 1 ALion-
Towards day, however, afer am&ldnimts of

baied by the oppesition, there
nQ other recource than to move the ious
quunmiz thnt 18 6 lhl-ll the, main ' now
oe put ¥’ “The federdlists, tmm‘tlmr system,
rose (o éehate;oql:mnr‘qf»mad;‘mu smade,
whether Uiere could be 3 debure. | The Sp;:a-
ker lauig ‘“that ¢ “former oocasion.
was of upmton that. could not,

peal had " taken 1o the House,
had ttver u-—lhat in the 4

me | CirCumstance’ had ‘b
therefore camceive :pw
‘'viwes of the' Hobse,

tobe

i an

nd they

‘and he
‘bosind by

by thém.™  An appeal wagaken to

mandl

chair, as the House had abandonal all itsho-
nor. Their eéxpressions of mfdpmtitm it

every variety-of hue had bu'wcfdredlud de.

dnstrutied .
‘the, House dnd meyqued-&u »p debate

to be uttered, until the time of the senmn.qu i

m ‘

nier at [ast concluding at an advase= |

fanh of the/ration ;

%

the Orator justice. © There was an bonest fer. ~

humble heroes whose deaths are recorded in -

-

1nd delay the question Qver and | was it
annourced from the chair, that there was 1o -
quorum (72) and then, the few straggling

spendence of the United States. /

club ! where 2 low, little oppesition can pver- -

hseaho'

‘unitdl sebeiwice

by these Gentlemen, on the arrauge. t A3
ment with My, Erskine } - #ﬂuw chiaee debat ,._ﬂ!-'i' he bﬁ?:::
Let Mr. Qpincy hOW“"'Pﬂ“ off lhel':]g . {1 ¢ dd readin -—-lt s atcording=
On the next day (Tuesday) thie pert and 1 l; ﬂ the third time, mwm
pant Barent Cardenier comes Beforeus. - He's md:, that by he late decision of she House,
an easy speaker, one -of those extempore || there could re no devate, it wea plly D
Gentlemen; who can;make yonias good a _r4bunt5m the mmqmg--f ies 66 "g'g 5
tho!munfhﬁm'd)thmkawgek |- “Wiien the House agaim'met unt Tuesday gy -
Jlm-h and crude sart “of and || bout 1 c¢10ck, ] ot Ras 'bwﬁnm
will lpuﬁ roua whole day “ by :be || Journal by
: —he launches forth i into e~ | cluded Gy the de &e” ‘ll'e n:d, he
and ptm the umcemp {['wishd o shew fo t jod pea 1¢ 8% the Units
by o inko every variery of form. md{d,,mmmﬁwmnf had teen
' . % d 4{»« .
f_':, '_7 _.~';‘_ L.z 4 ‘ ; ¥ g,@ A I )
Hen G a0 - adiiat e AdlE Sl (L .
i | Gig et b SRR e St R Dt

His expréssions wepe 80 | :cwm, PR




