————

- Vot,. XIt.

M1

'RELATIONS
wiTH GREAT-BRITAIN.

the length of the following
';emdau our readers from

ied to exci'e

f commection which it has with
D ‘ai-‘; Myr. Cobber's remarks
us with a forgible and, m mary res-

pects, & very correéct view of whar has been

the present

and what ought ro have been the ey of
G. Bricam towards this country.
ween that he
tive in the taken (though not at thet
time kmown to him ) in refation to the block-.

ade of Miay 1806, which he'declares to be

the foundatién and origin of the new s)s- |

tern of blockade—whether distinguished by
the nashe of blockades, decrees or orders

eouncil—which has harrassed our commerce ||

and outraged the law of nations for the last
five years. He does not entendin a doub!
that the declaration of the French Mimsier
was 10 be vicwed as an official annunc.ation
of an aft of s mnl £ and B
Ris reasonmng on this head by an aptgm_ 100
to a case in poime, “recently occwrrimg be-
tween the British and French gamm;:;n.
in which, the Pritish government without
hesitation,offers to cong:der an ofkcial decla-
ration by the Freoch ment in the
§z bt of an actual - d‘lft:.f:f:
clared or promised to be done
ence is correctly and unanswerably deduced
that the Biiush blockading system shouid
Rave ceased, if not betore, atleast wm the
2a. ¢ manner as the French, immediasely on
the receipt by the British governmeat of the
she note of the Duc de Cadore to Geae.
ral Arpatrong D August Jast ; and the re
fusal to relicguish it was a cootradicuon of
all the declarations of his Majesty and v
Majesty™s ministers of their read.ness to&
bandon the sysigm whenever 4o Opportunity
showld offer uself. I'he letter of the M.rs
quis Wellesley ou thes subject, he proves t-
be a eyison, 3 vaworihy a
sta i« or s great nauon, and thus mt‘:u
from under those in our publc
“fnm on the floor of Congres:, whe
ve bottomed an accysaton agaost the
secutive on the sopposition that the de
on of the Britsh minister. in rea.
o to the orders in @ uncil was of the same

abaraciesr with that of the French minister
of fore’gn affjits o relation to the Berln
and Milap decrees : If any min has ull now

doubred the d inon of the Brnush go
vernment, in of justice or policy, to |
adhere to its wexatious and 1 orders,

disregarding even that haughty cousistency
im ervor thac nation has heretolore affeciec
so maintain, let him read thus arucle and
doub: 0o longer. 1t is entitled to the more
sticotion as drawn from a source which no
mas ever supected of partisity to America ;
as whe producrion of & man, who, in whate-
wer situation he has been placed, has nvan.
ably manifesied the atmaoat contemp: for cur
Republican ostituions, and labored wr-
ceasingly 10 degrade them in the eyes of the
world, sach & man takes the side of
American right, 8 blush of shame should
the cheeks of those among us who

bave so hearuly espoused the oiher side of
the question.— Nar. I,

Lo Coblyteis Evlsrieal Regiver.
SUMMARY of POLI1ICS.

- AMErIcAN STATES—Hcavy asare the
blows, which cammerce has lately re-
.ecived, » blow greater than any of the
pest sccmas now to awajl her. The dis-
pute with the American States, relative
%o our festriciions upon their macitime
race, is of so long s:anding, and ha.
t:o rendered %o confused by the pro-
jigiogs volumes, which the lawyer-likc
statesmen, op both sides of the water,
t'e piled together upon the subject,

that, in order to render the mattef in
telligible to my redders, and (0 furnish
them with the means of coming o a
pust decision thereon, I think it necessa-
ry to go back to the origin of the dis-
te, to trace it down to the preseni
yme, and to subjoin 10 thrse m) siate-
ments and observauons ail the authen-

tic documents pecessary to be referred
to. The public have seen the Procla-

mation of Mr. Madison, the Presiden!
of the American States, whence they
will bave perceived, thai, uniess we re-
move ccriain of our Ord rs in Cosncil
@which indeed, are now in part become
baws) all intercourse between this coun-
try and the S.ates of America will be
mterdicted afier the 3ud of Feoruary
next, while the-.commercial communi-
sation between France and those States
will be open, but will still be oppo.ed io
sur obstructions. The question for us to

degide upon, is, whether the Orders of |

Ccﬁndk of which America ns.
ought moww Lo be vevoked by us. 'Fhis is
the question ; aud, as Lhere is no tlime
to be jost in deciding upon it, as the
dispute is now come 10 a crisis, asthere
appcars now to bé nuthing left but an
immediate chaice between accommoda-

S i e
Stripping it of the madms.
sible doctrine which the writgr advances,
appagently more with A view to hisowo fc:. 1 (o, e

will be 1
jusifies our Execd.
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 well as of honor.

swered by others of sim

the onl'!

purposc

f in England.

1| posa=ssion ot various paris of the Elec

belorging to hus Majesty, in forcible
and hosule maoner, and hawmng done

‘ished law and practice of nations in am-
ty with each other : that for this cause.
his Majesty had ordered o blovkade uf
the enwrances of the Ems, the Weser,
he Elbe, and the Trave ; and that all
neu'rals would be treated accordingly,
if they attempted to enter those rivers.
Chus thése restiictions began, then, in

measure for wh.ch the conduct ut the
king of Prussia, towards his M .jes'y’s
German domimions was the ground.
From Nos, 2 and 3, b-ing letters from
M.. Fox a.¢ Lord Howick to Mr. Muan-
ruec, dated 16 h May, and 25th Septem-
ber, 1806 1t will appcar that those res-
trictions were modified § but, Nupoleon
naving cenqucred Prussia. or, at leasy,
having cverrun ity and (eken possession
fi, in the foilowing month  f Novern-

ree; Noo 4. in which Pecree h- dedla-
red :he British Islands in a Siate of

jecis should be confiscated ; that no ves-
sels (including Americansy of course)
coming from England or her colonics
should be admitted 10to any port § ana
that all vessels comtravcoing, orar.
tempting to cobtravene this D cree,
should be confisca’ed. Such w.s the fa-
mous Berlin Decrcey, which, when the
intellig= ce of i's being issued reached
Eoglaud, drew forth the first of thos:

measures of our government, which
have become equally fam us, unde: to.
name of the ORDERS IN COUNCIL

It was dated onthe Tth of Junuacy, 1807

and it sel forth, thu! in consequcn. € of
he violstion of the rights of nativns
' committed by Napoleon, and expressed
L in Orders, as given in the city of Ber-
{ o Decree, England would be jusiifi=d
0 going much further, but that she con-
tented herself with ordering, that no
vessel should be permitted to :rade from
one po:t to another, boih which should
belong to, or be in possession of Napo-
lcon or his allics, or should be so far un-
der their control as that British vessels
might not trade freely thereat ; and that
ncuiral ve.scls attempung to act contra-
ry to this order, after being duly warn-
ed not to do i, shouid be captured,
brought in, and considered as lawfui
prize  In this swate thing: continued
during the remainder of the time that
the Jate ministry rcmained in power.
But, after their successors, took' the
reins of government, meore rigorous
measares were adopted ; and, under
the dates of the 1ith and 25th of Nov,
1807, nine Orders of Cr ancil were is-
sued, laying jew restrictions upon the
commerce of neutrals. with the ports of
France and countrica depending upen,
or under the influence of France. In

deed, lhc&e Orders put an, end to all
neutrd) commerce, except by Ziz.mce
from Enghnd. By way of retaliatiu,

————

 tions, leon
LAN, dated 17:h December, 1807, b
decree known by the namc of the Milan

ﬁﬂccm and, as our Qeders had dedla

red, that they should be continued in
force till the B rlin Decree was revoked,
so this Decrcé from Milan declar:d,
that its restriogiens and pehalties should
Jsemain in force, ¢ the Orders in Coun-

tiow and hostility, a decision Iy preased

Wi as by considersuons of inutwL

&3t should be veophed. . Both the hastil:
nations made wn a)pesl to America (for
she was the cg@_ s_np_-qrm fact) in this

T %

torate of Hanever, and other dominions

other things injurions to English com-
merce, in violation of the just rights of
his Mujesiy, and contrary to the estab-

e ——— ———l e ——
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The dispufe origina-

ted in certain restriclions, imposed by
us 'upon Neutral Commerce, contsined
in regulations of Blockade; Which re-
gulations the Emperor of France af-
ot moré vi-
olent sort. These drew other regula.
ions from us, These produced others
from him. We rejoined in the sathc
sort of Way. Both sidestold the nenirals
the aeurfd; America being
natjon eally.in that at‘ile)‘lfnt,
 aslong as she submitted Lo the regulations
of one party, she must expect to be obhi.
ged to submit to those of the other party.
W will now see what thole regulutions,
or restrictions were« The Arst messure
of this sort was adopted by England,
and deseribed in the subsequent papers,
No. 1 (I have numbered them lor the
of easy reference) which a let-
1 ter from Mr. Fox, 8:th April, 1806, to
Mr. Mun:oc, then American Minister
In this letter it is stated, ¢
that the kimg of Prussiz haviog taken

l’ be revived against that nation.

" Ourgiare she plans of fulrdelghtiil e
. .g;‘l:;‘"” :l";:“..:. cll' m. ‘«

way : each said to helg _l_p.)vi‘r fault
for suffering our encmpt@eniorce suc
restrictions ; itis for $¥Weompel our
enemy to respect your filgy ahd, wntil
yom do that, 1 will enforcgagainst you
my measure of retaliationf which I do,
not in hostility towards M, bt as my
only means of self-defeng against the
tyrannical measures ¢ enemy. A.
merica, as ‘'was very nmyal, in her si-
t ationy compla '
uf war, 10 which she, HeWever, had al-
[ways a hearty didlike ; and,’ after ha-
 ving tried negociation in vain, she fell
lupon this expedient. She protesied a-
gainst the grooeds of justification taken
by buth partics ; she declared that both
had violated her rights ; but, she, at
fast, determined to submit, for the pre-
send, while she endeavored t prevail
.upon one perty or 'f» other to give
way first, and 10 revoke their Orders or
Decrees. After long and fjuitless cf-
Lfonl in this way, she passed,on the 1st

f May, 1810, au Act, which she ex-
pected wculd have the cffict desired.
In this act it was provided, that, if ei-
‘her Great-Britain or Franee should, be-
fore the 31s. of March, 1811, so revoke
| or miodify her edicts, that they should
cease to violate the neutral commerce
of America, the fact <houldbe declared
by the President by Proclamation, and
that, then, if the other nation should
not, in three moaths from that time, re-
voke or modify her edicts in like mak-
ncy, the NON-INTERCOURSE A “T shduld
Thus
things siood previcusly to "he Sth of
Aujust, o 1810, n which day the
French minister for fureign affairs com-

the Americaa min s‘er atl Pcbris, that
the decrees of Berlin and Milan were
revok-d, and that from the lst of No-
vember 1810, they would cmse to B¢ tn
 force. it being undcrsiood, that, in con-
s quence of (his revocation, the Eng-
lish should revoke their orders in coun-
cil, and renounce the new principles of

ety he issucd trom BERLIN, the D - |
Biockade ; he declared that all com-li
merce wi h them was interdicted ; that |
cvery thing belonging to  English suo- f

for these pew and additional re=tric- |
sued. Fom MI.

1

| and of the notification thereof in Ame-

{ aid,’in our public
{in for condemna

blorkade which they bad attempred to
establish. Mr. Armstreng having coms
municated this notification to Mr. Pink-
ney, the American minister in London,
the latter wrote on th= 25th of August
last to Lord Wellesley,! our Secre'ary
of State for f .reign afférs, informing
him of what had been done in France,
and, at 'he same time dbserved, that he
ook it for granted, tha the revocation
of the Bri.ish Orders in Couricil would
[>llow as a matter of course, and that
ne hoped tu be enabled 1o anncunce to
his government, that such revocation
had taken place. Lord Weliesley an
swered, that, whenever the repeal of
the Fren:h decrees should have actual-
ly taken effect, and the commcerge of
neutral nations should have heen resto-
red to the condition in which it stoed
previous to the promulgation of those
decrees, the king would'have the high-
st satisfa. 'fonn relirquishing a system,
which the conduct of the enemy had
compelled him to adopt. This answer
does not appear to have been relished
much in America. It has a resérvation,
in it, which does not seem to promise
a fuil and onequivocal revocation or, gur
pari, even when the revocatior, of the
French decrees shall have ac_tually ta-
ken place 5 and, we Know; that a reyo-
cation did not take place in England.
The French norification having been
communica:.ed to Mr. Madison, the pre-
sident of the American states, he issued
his proclamation, sgreedbly to the above
mentioned/act of Cougress pacsed on
the first of May, 1810, which proclema-
100 topgether with the vircular letter of
the Secretary of the' American Treasu-
suty, have just been received, and'th'y
frrm the last document m the series
which I now insert. In consequence
of {he revocation of the Frendch decrees,

rica, sev-ral ship¥ have ssiled from A-
merica for France, and have met ( at
least; so it is said) with the same treat-
michit 'as they would have met with if
thoge decrees had never been passed ;
i short, that they have been received
a8 neutrals, carryfag on a lawful com.
merce ; have Unladen their cargoes, and
ve sisiled away unmolested in any
anner whatever,” Others of them sre

. papers, to have been
capiured by our crwizers, and brought
tigpyand that they now
await their fate;, the admiraly judge,
Sir William Scotty having suspeoded.
nis decision on thews Thus; then, when
‘'we have read the subjoined documents,,
we _have the case fairly before us; for,

| pects “11 ing the orders, here inserted
11“1 still, if the latter had never exist_ed':

She taiked,

: clear a manner as I am able. just ob-

municated officially to Mr. Armstrong, |

{ will r-voke ours. Each parly said to A-
merica, By subfitting to the decrees or |

F e et
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thoss which are here inserted wouid

have produced the dispute in its present
shipe. We need not now agitate the
Question whether the making of our or-
ders in council was just or unjust, ex-
: pedientor inexpedient ; they were made,
they bave been gnforced to. this day,
and the ‘questiop for us mow-to decide
| Upan, is, whether they ought now to be
revoked. My opinion is that they ough:
10 be revoked; and, iodeed, that. they
| ought.to have been revoked in August
Jast;
tion. of the Berlin and Milan  decrees
having been made 6 our government.

I

founded, I will now state in as short and

{serving first,that I am viewing (he mat:
L ter as & matter of justice ; as a thing
| wholly depending upeun particular com-
pact, and not at all as a matter of po-
licy or of general principle. I al-

 have extended them, por were they bot-
tomed in a trué and sound principle, the
principle that ‘Splden- justificd With the
pen and CiomWw
cannon’s mouth that principle, which,
whenEngland can no longer maintaic &
openly oct upon, she may as well at
once surrender her fleets and hur dock
yards into the hands of Napoleon. But
the question now before us is zltogether
of a different nature. 1t arises out of a
particular compact or agreement,which
though not embodied mto a sirgle in-
strument, with the appeodages of dates.
signatures and seals, is and 6ught to be
as binding as any treaty made like the
lately made with the Prince Regent ol
Portugal,  in the pame of the most he-
ly and undivided Trinity.” How the:
stands the case ! We make certain
meritime regulations which induce Na-
poleon to issue the Berlin decree. This
decree brirgs forth our orders in coun-
cil. These produce the Milan decree.
America complains ~f us both. - Nei-’
ther of us, the beliigerent parties, at-
tempt to stand by what we have done as
acts- just in themselves. We bhoth ex.
pressiv declare them to be ac’s of retr-
liation, and both declare upo'n every oc-
¢sion that presents itsell, t’,at as soon as
America’shell have prevailed upon ou:
opponent to tevoke hiz, regulations, we

orders of tny enemy, you injure me ; anc
I must, thercfore, in self-defence make
you submit to similar decrees, which I
shall impége, But each declared, that,
whenever the other party should revoke

revoke his, Well thep, there appeared
nothing wanting to accomplish the wish-
esof A, merica but 2 beginningin this re-
vocation. That ii never could begin
unlr:ss one of the belligerent parties took
e lead, was, certain.  Thiy, at laat,
Napoleon (who is obs inate only when his
intere st requires it) did, and apparently
witheut any reluctan-e. as we have seen
in the letter of the French Mivis:ter of
Foreign Affairs to Mr. Armswrong. In
that letter, #n official instrument, it is |
declared that the detrecs of ‘Berlin and
Mi:n “ are revoked,” and that they
are to cease 1o have effect on the first
day of November. Now, when this

)

as we see it was on the 25th of August
last, by the Americar Minister here,
in ab official instrumesnt, why were not
our orders in council, our retaliatory
orders in council—wahy were they aot
also revoked in the same way = that is
to say, why were they not declared to
be pe¥oged, and that they should cease
| to have effect on the lst of Nivember
last ! The orders were from first to last
declared to be acts of retaliation §' they
clearly convey the idea that they are to
contipue in force nolonger than the de-
crees of the enemy, whence they have
arisen 3» and our Minister in- America,
{in February 1805, declared fo the” Ame- |
rican government, ‘ his Majesty’s ear-

The reasons upon which this opinion is |

i

proclaimed from the |

his decré¢s or orders, he would instantly | . ,
{lrefused to declare ity if we refused
{to declare it even conditionslly, how

{ was communicated to our government, |
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nest desire to'see the commerce orﬂ':g

'8 necessary to its pros

had rendered it mecessary.” 1If these
‘words had dny m -at all, they
meant that our ovders in coungil would
be revoked wheneves (he French should
revoke theirdécrees : for in whal other |

bl i

though there have been other orders

in council, modifyiog, or in some res-{[their principles ? Indecd 5o other senst |

way were théy to mekea rétraction of

Jf

{having, acted upon

| with any pretensiona.to fair
{ will attempt to sappor: an opinion |
{the words of our tnini-ter were eithe tae
ken or meant, in such a sepses Ifthen
|the readerbe of ophég?,
r of the French Mis -

. | nister for Foreign Affairs to. Mr. Atme-.
y upon the notification-of the revoca- ||
| principles complained of by us, he will
jof course ask for the reasons why his

{system forced upon him,”. did:siel
{ duce the effects which were natug
{be expected from them ; _o,!..‘.,
~words, what coaﬂnnqitg_et__he reasop for
‘ 1ot following immiediately the example -

ways thought the orders in counci'| ;
just and wise also, as far as they went.

—They dig;:hpot go 8o far as I would | L

{the French minister to Mr Ay

e ——
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ration of our Minister in. Americs ; uns
less it be pretended that the King of

\ r i . a!‘ld o
principles ; und T think there is ne mag

must, that the [etter hick o

fairly amounted to a retrattien of
Majesty's st earnest Iﬁre""to ‘see the

‘commerce of the world restored to
doms and his “readiness. to g

ofthe French in revoking the orders in
g_wmil. Instead iowever, of an imme=

iate - révocation; upon reeeiving, from
the American ‘minister here gna‘oﬁéid

{notification of  the revocstion of the
| French decrees; our midgister for l'onlugn

. ffairs, Lord Wellesley, answers ¢ ¢ ag

crees shall have actually taken place,
and the commerce of neutral nasions ree
stored to the condition in which it stood
previously to the.promulgation of those
decrees”—then the King will relinquish
his present systemn. ' What, let me ask,
was meant by the revocation-having aos
tually taken place ?° Had it not actually,
that is t0 say, really, taken place I The
French Minister says, ¢ the deerees are

to take place, if pot in this way ? * And

us, except in: the way in which/it was
communicatedy—that is to say, offici '
ally through the American mij

......

| Whom, or to whose goveshment the res |

vocation would of course be ‘announced
by the government of Franec ! Really
I cannot, for my part, form any notion
of what we could require further ; or of
what could further _be demanded asa

{proof that the revocatien of the French

decrees had actually takep place. Did
Lord Wellesley mean- that ;we were te.
stop till the first day of November, in
order to see whether the French would
act upon the revocation, agreeably to
their promise ? If this was what was
meant, how did it agree with the decla~
ratiori about the King's readiness to re-
nounce a system that had been forced
upon him, and which he so carnestly
desired to'do away ? For, if we re«
fused to begin our revocation'; if we

was it to be expected or. hoped for,

{that the French would act apon theirs

at the day named in the notification ch
What 1n short, did such refusal, or past-

{ ponement, amount to but this ¢ that,

though the French had official’y decla-
red to America the revocation of their
decrees, to be scted upon, on a certaio
day, yet, such was cur opinion of the
parties, that we must se¢ it acted upon
before we would ¢ven declare our res
vocation, to be acted upon at any time
atall ? Ifthe rcader thinks :hat this
was wha! we could' not reéioi'mh'ly € Xw
pect” any ‘inde;erdent mation tg heap
with great complacency, that opinion
will certainly be  strengihened vpon
his being informed of ' the - declaration '
of our mivister, in Amevica, to the A=
merican government, /' io Feb. 1808,
as laid before. Congress in Now. of that
!Car- He, ml'g_ing tp ‘h&ﬁ docu-
ments, thea “ communicated he seves
ral late  decrees ‘(orders in council) of
his government, with expre $sions of the
regret fclt by his Britannic m)jesty at
tht necessity imposed on him for such
afinterferenc ’ i

ce With negtral commerce,
aid with assyrances that' bhis majesty
would readily follow" the example, in -
case the, Berlin @écree should' be re-

{

T

scinded ; or would proceed, pars passw

& Jiwith Frapce, in relaxing the vigor of
jisfitheir ‘measures.” Now,*

ness to abandon the sys had |} o ficte

been forced upon himy wheriever the e- | tiofe s

‘nemy should retract the principle which || learh ke ! f to shew, } sup!

{the wtili'y of Latin) ménsiher

heve we, in

anﬂ p‘u; or, w.-kﬁtp: SBCE 1§
tlits declaration, of our ministe
in the king's bame, clearly”tigas
only that he would readily follow

example f France ; that is 0 say, he
would do whatever she did, and as soof

can possibly be nttra;nud tdtlm dﬂ.‘.llb

| England meanttha: France should meke |
an cxpress and formal confersion of her

whenever the repeal of the French des

revoked.” What was he to ,sﬂyfimort_i :
n what way was an actual revocation”

how was the fact to be comm hiczted to. -
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