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Governor Gerry’s Speech

TO THE

Centlemen of the Cenate and
et iemen of the H, of Representatives,

T hé measures, which during the year
J=<t past were adopted by the Execu-
iive oud Legislative departments of this
<ste, snd which they were solocitous io
«tampwith impartiality, mdteration, and
jus. ice, appear to bave met the general
spprobapien of the public ; and, in most|
instances, to have allayed that unrelent- |
ing party spirit which, when indulged, |
Las never failed, on the ruins of liberty |
to establish despotism. But a different |
sysicm bas been pursued by a few of our |
wcwos, and in particular by our metro-)
plis ; where oflate, *‘ an assemblage”

of 2 majority of her electors, mony of |

them citizens whose talents, professions, |
property and influence have placed them |
ia the mest respectable grades ofsociety, !
and in high offices of government, have |
in the most dehiberate manner, “ unani. |
mously™ passed vagjpus resolations, too

to be unnoticed. The publication of)

these measures, which in no insance||

have been disavowed, is so marked, as ||
! powers authoriz-d this ¢ assemblage’ to

10 admit ne drubt of their authe- ticity. |

Had this *“ assemblage” be«n content
with « xeréising freely their righ s of sufe’
fioge ;
of the United States, “ of peaceably pe-
titioning the government for a redress
of pricvances ; or, in conformity to the
constituiion of this commonw:alth, % of|

requesting, in an orderly ard peaceable |

manner, the Legislaiive body by ad-||

druesses, petitions or remonstrances, o
redress the wrongs done them, and the
gricvances they suffer,” no rational ob-
j=ction could have bren urged arainst
ttem ; on the contrary their conduct, if|
i had even resulted from mistaken zesl,
would have been justly applavded. But
their open avowsl of hostility to the go-|
vernment of the United States demands
of us, in support of it, as a sacred official
duty, an ingenuous and efficient line of

conduct. ,

po L ]

I'he measures referred to were pre-
dicated on assertions that our * ancient
and respectable metropolis” ¢ was the

first to cncourage commercial enter-||

prze ;” That this was a great source

of * our national prosperity ;' that ¢ its ||
inhshitsnts have been distinguished by || 1t be v

their quick discernment of and their vi- |

gorous Upwsilioﬂ
thoir rights ;' that ¢ at the risk of their |
lives and fortunes they had opposed the |
- scroachments of arbitrary power ;’ that|
they had expected * a dumestic govern-
me«t which would protect them in the
lawful exercise of their rights ;° that|
¢ amongst these, the mostinva'uxble was |
protection iw the pursuit of commerce ;' |
that ¢ the government of the U. States
has for meny ycars past manifcsied
disposition alarming by hostile 1o com-
merce,” ¢ most eminently by the late act
of Congress,” which undcr certain pre-
tex's, inflicts a deadly wound on our
commerce ;° that ¢ the only remedy
short of an appeal 'o force is to change
our national rulors ;" and that ¢ this im-
portant measure can only be effected by
a correspondent change in the adminis-
tration of this state.’

In regard to these positions it is pre-
sumed, that his* assemblage’ will not as-

sume all the merit of encouraging com. |

merce, or of opposition (o the invasion
of our rights, or of opposing, at the
risk of life and fortune, the encroach-
ments of arbitrary power ; but will ad-
mit i fcllow citizens of the metropolis
and of the state to equal honor with
tl.emselves on these subjects. And itis
Lelieved, that ¢ the assemblage,’ in what-
ever fight it may view the federal go-)
vernment, will not deny the sovereign |

-at of its fellow citizens of the United
Staies to exercise their judgment on the

Y’.‘b t

conduct of thet gavernment ; to declare ||

their conviction, thal 1t is a wise, jusl,i
impartial and patriotic government ; and
their testimony, that instead of inflict.
ing, it has warded off by every possible
mean a deadly » aimed by foreign
powers on merce ; and to ap-
plaud, revere and support their govern-
ment in opposition to those who have
v claimed their disaffection to it, have
proscribed it, and doomed it to destruc-
uon.

The ¢ assemblage,’ in the first reso-
lutinn, declare *that having reviewed
with impartislity our foreign relations,
ticy are unsble to discover any altera-

-—

. or agrecably to the constitution |

——

to all invasions of || ee 1 _
| insult, injury and injustice ?

'tur on Lthe ocean,

'the late measures of the Government of
' the United States.” Admitting the fact,
| that the asserablage could not ¢ discover
| any such alteration,’ still it may have
| existed ; and if did exist, in regard to
' France, in the opinion of the sole con-
| stitutional Judge, the national Govern

' ment ; and generally of the State Go-
' vernments.—The measures aliuded to
were the President’s proclamation of the’
2d of November last, and the act oi Con-
gress of the 2d of March last : And
when it is considered, that the Emperor
of France, by his official declarations of
a revocation of his Berlin and Milande.
crees, had rendered indispensable tbat
proclamation ; that the neglect to issue
itwould h- ve given just cause of offence
to the Emperor, and have hazarded a
war ; that had this been the result, no
apology could have been offered for the
President ; that even if the Emperor
had been strongly suspected of intenticn-
al perfidy, the proclamation was wise
and politie ; s it was revocable in such
| an event, and would thus h=ve placed
| him consfiicuously in the wrong. When
' these things are considered, where was

infpottant, in their nature and tendency, | the impolicy o1 injustice of issuing the

| proclamation, or « { renewing our coms-
merce with France ? But have the U.S.
' and Great-Britian, or either of these

' be their umpire? [f not, by what autho-
| rity did it sit in judgment on the rela-

live mzasures nl‘l the two nations ? It
| constitu es perhaps one partim fuur huo-

| dred of the federal electors and is so

small a portion to govern the whole ?
The assemblage hul a right by the Fe-
deral Constitution, not to pass such re-
solutions, but ‘1o pelition for a redres;s of
gricvances ;’ and it1s the greatest of all
sbsurdities, and destructive of all order,
to admi that three thousandof our fellow
| citizens, having only equal righis with

the rest, can be au horized in proclaim.
, ing that our nat ional rulers, in relation
| 1o a forcign power, ‘cannot justify or
 even apologiz= for their conduct.’—Did
this ¢ assemblage’ manifest ¢ a quick

! di .cernment,’ pending a negotiation on

' which may rest our future peace, thus
' to condemn our national governmen’,
| whilst supporting our just claims ; and
| *0 encourage a forcign power in unjus!
' demands, which il persisted in wiil in.
evitably produce a rupture ? Cun ity oD
| any ground, ¥jusify or apologize' fo

| such imprudent cogduct ? And how will
iewed when the measures of G.
Biitain towards us for a'series of years
have been marked by every species of

The assemblage affirm ¢ that the ficst
flagrant violation of our neutral rights
was inflicted by the Berlin Decree’—
This decree was undoubtedly a manifest

' violation of our ncutral rights ; but it
| hasbeen demonstrated tothe saisfaction
| of the Federal and generally .f the State

| Gavernments, that G. Britain for more

a !l than haif a century has carried into ef-

fect a maritime tule of her own, which
has derogated essentially {.om our neu-
| tral rights, as established by the law of
| nations. And it is well known that the

| armed neutrality duting our revolution-

ary war, was formed by European pow-
ers, for the cxpress purpose of asserung
their maritime rights, and for opposingy
a violation thereof on the part of Great
Britain. And of what consequence is it
1o the United States which of the belli-

In municipal crimes there is no discri-
mination between convicts, w hethe: first
or last in robbing unoffending travellers.
And where is the difference on the land
between a publicand a
| private robbery, except that the former
 is pre eminent in criminality.

Again—it is stated that ¢no propqsal
or hope is offered to us, of a restoration
of the vast pruperty unjustly surprised
by that perfidious [meaning the French ]
natlon.’ Are the secrets then of our
National Government, or ought they, in
regard 1o pending pegociaiions, to be
| public? 1{ not, how can it be asserted that
' ¢ there is no proposal or hope for such
' o rvestoration !’ The Government of the
U States. on every occasion, svith unri-

valled ability, has contended for our na-
tional and iadividual rights; and is it
| not surpnsing that the assemblage sh.ould
|thus aitempt to condemn our pational
' measures without the least knowledge
| of them ?

The assemblage have ¢ resolved’ last-
ly, that they consider ¢ the statute of
Congress of the 2d March last,as an un=
just, oppressive and tyrannical act,” #nd
'ihat ¢ the only means shorgof an‘appeal

tion, in the conduct of foreign nations,

wlLich cza Tustfy, or even apologize for || fects, is

to force, o prevent its calamiteus ef-
the election of such men to the

gerents was foremost in dcpredations ? |

o =+ =t

‘various offices of the State Government
as will oppose, by peaceable but firm
| measures, the execution of lews, which
\if persisted in, must and will be resisted.’

The act of Congress of the st May,
1810, interdicted ¢ from and after the
passage of it, every British or French
armed vessel (with certain exceptions)
from entering our harbors or waters'—
rand. provided for its ceasing to operale
against either of these p.wers which
should revuke or modify to certain pur-
| pases, before the 3rd March, 1811, its
‘obnox‘ous edicts, and also for continu-
ing in full force aganst the other power,
'who should not, within three months
$hereafter, revoke or modify her edicts
in like manner, certain provisions of ‘ an
act to interdict the commercial nter-
course between th: Usnied States and
Great-Britain and Frunce.’ The Empe-
ror of France * cfficially made known to
our Covernment’ that * on the first of |
Nlov. 1810, her obnoxious edicts would
ccase so have effect ;' and the President
by his proclamation of the 2d of the same
month, *discontinaed all the restrictions |
| impos=d by that act in relationto I'rance’
| —~Great-Britain had threc months. by
he acty to adopt a similar measure. but
refused or neglected it ; and our Go-
' vernment, at the end of four roganths, by
its act of \he 2d of March last, carried
ihe interdicting act into effect ; and this
1s the statute which the ¢ Assembiage’
nave declared * unjust, oppressive and
yrannical,’ and one of the laws, ¢ which
if persisted in, must and will be resisied.’

‘Th: ass mbl:ge having declared as

tics, a change of our Government, or,
|ihe alternative, force (or resis'ance)
| makes use of these as convertible terms,
| —and they are such, the definite mean-
ling of resistance being the ¢ not yield-
' ing to force,” or opposing force to force.
| And why must force be opposed to the
|execution of these laws ¢ Be ause, says
{the asscmblage, every ciizen had a
| right to construe the act of the first of
| May, 1810.” and ¢ to govern his'conduct
accordingly ;' and that any law which

the only means to avoid certam calami- J,

€
tending {o excite a spirit of inserrection
and rebellion, and to destroy our inter-
nal peace and tranquility ? - And is it
expected that a correctand well inform-
ed people, will rally round the standard
of disafTection; hazard their ¥ight of s<If
government, which they hold by the
charter of God and nature, and present
to the world an unparalleled phenome-
non, of a sogereign people in rebellion
against their own sovereignty ! It is be-
heved the people in general of the U.
States are incapable of such political
suicidé. And here it may be remorked

in their encomiums on G reat-Britain,
and in their strictures on France. In
respect to the conduct of France, no jus-
tification or even apology will be offer-
ed ; but it may sull be enquired, why
Great Britain has not availed herself, (as
Franece has done) of the benefits prof-
fered to both, by the liberal act of
Congress, of the first of May, 1810 ?—
She has condemned the French Emperor
for not having been definite in revoking
his edicts ; and at the same time, in
every instance, has refused to revoke
her own. If he is culpable for not doing
any thing required by justice, why has
she not supported her condemnation of
him, and rais-d her own fame, by supe-
rior acts of equity and liberality ?

Is it because fearful of the compeli-
tion of the United States, she is opposed
'to a general renewal of their commerce ?

ly of this? Is she not convinced that
the mutual interests of the two nations
demand an amicable adjustment of their
| differences ?  Our Government has gi-
| ven uneqnivocal proofs of an ardent de-
| sire to obtain that object—DBut, because
of tha', does Great Britain expect to
draw or drive us into measures, which,
contrary to our essential interest; must
end in unnecessary war?  If so—if she
will not listen to her wisest statesmen,
but will support an administration ini.
mical to this country, in a system of
evasions, pretensions, procrastinations
and prevarications, she will too late dis

shouk! huve the effect to make his con-
struction # crime, ¢ mustnot only be an f
ex post facto agt, but unjust, onpressive |
nd tyrantnical. *  This doctrine of the
right of every citizen thas finally tocon- |
sirue a law, and to govern his conduct |
accordingly, is novel; such authorily |
| being invested only in the jadiciery. 163 |
! person charged with having violated a
Ilaw, has by due process been convicted
| ‘hereof and received his sentence this
' will & ought to becarried into efl=ct, his
construction of the law notwithstanding.

{ It ofien happens that a law in some
instances operates unjustly, and the ef-
fect of it, in such cases, is u<ually pre-
|vented by petitioning the Legislature
'(whase duty itis) to redress the giiev-
| ance ; or by a recommendation (belore
| sentence) of the Judicisl Court. for par-
' doning the pefson convicted. If all de- |
| f. ctive laws are ex post facto acts, be
-ause in a few instances they may have
operated as such, our national and state
codes abound with them § and every 'e-

gislature h ¥

Ma-y laws are of great length and in-
tricacy, and the . construction of them
by individuals may be right or wrong,
or partaking of both these qualities ;—
siill these constructions, according to
the opiniogigof the ¢assemblage,’ are to
be so many criteria fordztermining whe-
ther the law is an ex post facto act, or
unjust,_opprcssivc and tyrannical. If
every citizen (according to the declarati-
onsrecited) hasaright thusio put his con-
struction on any law ; to declare other
laws, if opposed to that construction, un-
just, oppressive and tyrannical ; to pre-
clude by itall supplementary or explana-
tory laws of the legisature, and to resist
them by force ; owur constigutions are
aullities, our constituted authorities are
usurpers, and we are reduced to a state
of nature. .
Again—if our national rulers are just-
ly charged, as it is stated by this ‘assem-
blsge,” wilh having passed a tyra.nnic:al1
act, and laws that must and will be re-
' sisted, they have rebelied against the
sovereignty of the people, are subject to
punishment, and have forfeited forever
a claimy to publie confidence. But il the
| charge is unfounded, if they have con-
| ducted agreeably to our national char-
ter, which is nranifesgly the general
sense of the nation. have not those who
have denounced the govesnment of the
| United Siates as oppressive, Lyranbical
|and unjust, and who have declared an
\ntention 1o resist the execution of their

been jusly chargeable |
| wi h ipjustice, oppression and tyranny.

cover her error ; and by enlisting these
s'ates in the interest of her adversary,
to which all her measures tend, will has-
ten her national overthtrow ; and by such
a deplorable event, will extend far and
wide calamitous conscquencess

To diminish, and exierminate, if pos-
sible, a party spirit, the Executive of
thiscommonwealth during the last year,
has confirmed in bis place, or re-ap-
pointed when requisite, every state offi-
cer,” under its controul, who has been
correct’ in his conduct, and faithful to
his trust ; disregarding his politics, and
requiring only his support of the fede-
ral and state Constitutions, Govern-
ments and Laws, with a due regard to
the rights of officers and individuals,
subject to his official discretion. Butit
cannot be expected of any Executive,
so faf to disregard ‘he sacred obligati-

in official stations, such individuals as
would abuse the influence of their pub
lic characters, by sanctioning resistance
to law, or by sach other conduct’ as
will beguile peaceable and happy citi-
z ns into a state of civil warfare.

For our metrgpolis, I bave ever en-
tertained an affectionate esteem and re:
speét; and regret exceedingly, that
she has not supported the salutary mea-
sures of this governmeni, of the last
year. Had this beep done, we might

cord ; hav: manifested such an invin-
cible determination to preserve our U.
nion, as would have animated our sister
states to similar measures ; and might
bave destroyed the germ of every hope
to sever the United States. Of late
years, ¢ the dismemberment of our U-
nion” has been an avowed object in the

that the assemblage have been lavish

.

| { anv other nation.
Wil she oely be satisfied by a monopo- |

ons of duty and honor, as to preserve |

have silenced the demon of party dis-]

in foreigh climes. It is remarkable
likewise, that such of late ye¢ars has
been the politics: of .almost evcr"y ¢om-
mercial metropplis of our sister states,

gislature, :;; The reasons assigned have

collection in those great seaports, of
the declared malcontents of the Nations
al-n_nd fm‘ne Governments ; individuals,
who with the uniform of Washingtom,
have combatted the fupdamental prin-
| ciples of our revolution, as delineated by
that revered Patriot. May our Metro-
polis, by regaining the high ground
which she once held, when Americans
throughout Europe were denominated
Bostonians, and BosTo¥ was consider-
«d as ¢ the cradle of liberty,”. sanciify
these walis as the permanent seat of

{ the Legislature ; and firmly suppert

our National and State Governments,
| our Union and Independence. But al-'
though the great body of the people,
will always be careful to preser¥e inter-

| nal peace, they must be prepared to

meet incessant plots to divide and con-
quer them."i‘ And let me, gentlemen,
address your reason, not your feé]‘i‘r_xgs,
on this important subject. Who can
contemplate, withatt chills of horrory
the dismemberment of our Unidn, and
a civil war? What is to be expected
from the concomitant evils? We_ are
now blessed by Divine Providence above
We have National
ang State Constitutions, which, by se-
curing :he frcedem and {requency of é-
lections ; by the short tenure of legis-
fative and cxecutive officss ; by the re-
quisite qualifications of hose in office ;
by the numerous checks required in*
free governments ; and above all, by

rendered incapable of a sudden change
t0 an arbitrary system of government.
We are blessed with the free exercise
of our ciwvil and rcligious rights, with
the prompt and due administration of
justices—with a country capable of sup-
plyingiall our wants and wishes—with
a flourishing /state of universities, and
“other, seminarics of literature and of sci=
ence in géneral—with'a Iocal situation,
distant fiom the terrific scencs of unpre-
cedented carnage—with an efficient na-
tional defcnge, by a patriotic and powe
erful militia ; rendering unneces&iiy
those expensiye military establishments,
which are oppressive and dangerous to
liberty—-with the extension, over the
globe, of a lucrative commerce ; sube
ject indeed at present; to great and in-
cvitable embarrassments—and with ip-
numerable other benefits. And. is it
possible for us, by ingratitude of the
deepest dye, to that Omnjpotent Being
who has so. favored us, toiolate every
moral, religiogs and political obliga-’

tion? hy de ¢ the greatest of so-
cial enjoy your internal peace and
tranquilit  placing in military ar-
ray, relati riends, fellow-citizens.

against each other ; by exciting them
to ungoverniible fury ; by urging them
to profane our. temples, to sack and
bura our towns, to ravage cur CO‘Iiltl_"y’
to lay waste our cultivated and beautis
ful ficlds, to strew them with the boe=
dies of odr most valuable citizens, to
embrue their hands,_in the bload of our
innocent women- and children, and ‘to.
pursue a ferocions warfare, which would’
extend through thé land, plague, pe'stié--
lence and famine. This is but a faint:
picture of a civil war. Ten foreign wars.

are a lyxury, when compared with one
civil ict. At all events, let us pre-
serve Pedce at home, and‘wage war; if

incispensable, with any nation, however
powerful. RE:

John & Robert Stuart

ministerial papers of Great-Britain ; & |
to effeét it, a war’ has been urged a- |
gainst these states. How morufying |
would it be for any of our fellow-ciii- |
' zens, to find that their proceedings, un-
intentionally, had promoted such nefa-
rious desigus ; and had thus entailed
on them and on their pgsterity, an in-
delible stain ? It is seldom adm:tted
as an apoiogy. that individuals, in the
adoption of such dasgerous means, had
laudable and hovest views ; orthat they
possessed fair reputations; for these
circumstanccs, serving’ to increase and

Have justréceived from their Distillery in Tam
: borough, a quantity of _

SPIRITS OF TURPENTINE,
W HICH they ofter for sale, bythe hirrel,
gallo, or smaller quautity, on moderuie
terms. A supply of thisartcle, and also of
V ARNISH, madeat the same. Disullery, wit

be constanily kept on krand. S

"COMMITTED

7o the Fail of Wake Gouné;.an the ot Instant,
Negro man who says be beiongs to Pea

extend the evil, excite a proportionate

degree of public resentment.
Numerous instances of this kind, ex-

isted at the commencement of our reva-

lutionary war, and compelled gur fel-
low citizens *o exile themselves, and to

{laws, unwarrantably adopied measures,

-
L |

spend the residug of their mournfuldays

and Harris or Harrison, and escaped from -
them on thesr way to Georgia, about rbe IBh
inst-—sayshe was

{ formerly aged to Matthew Hubbard  He
is a blagki fellw,. aboyt 5 feer 7 ot 8inches

high, wears his hair vim_.% before and shau be-
bind, and Has ona red.flannel jacket,’ Qﬂd 3
hilue gouwnd about. ‘Thé owDer OX Owsiers ate
Jequested tp come forward, psoge property,
pay charges, and take him away. ., °

g Wm. sco-r'p_,g.-m,
% Raleigh, May 22,1811, .9

A

8
S

as to have driven from it, tNéfstate Le- *

been the influx of foreignerg, and &

the entire dependance of those systems,
on the sovereign'y of the people, are =

10 el Rateigh, May 30, 18‘11"._.-'

purchased in Norfolk, and

-




