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T Jrom the Nutional Intelligencer.
Review of Mr. Smith’s Address.

(coxcLUDED.)

Article \1a Mr. Erping’s accountse—
We have read of ancient laws by which
s ca umniytor who did not substantiate
his accusations was adjudged to suffer
the same punisbment as the accused
would have undergonc hud the crimes
been proveds Now as Mr, Smith labors
to make it appear, thas the Secretary of
State baving inttmated to Mr LEromg in 1804,
by order of the Mrgudent, that be might make a
courge of 24 per cent in bix accounts for all toc
awaltls recesvec by bim, and that ’;qmr)
bus clarm sbowid e regularly brought before ¢
poecrnmient, s yob ang the pubisc and pocr inds
viduals ; and as we can prove, from Mr.
Smuh and others, that neither individu-
als nor the government suffered by this
just and ressonable compensaion or-
dercd by Mr. J. flerson to be allowed to
Mr. Erving, and confirmed by Mr. M-
dison, it'having been drawn out of the
fund the * exfience atcount,” cre-
ated by the board of commissioners to
reimburse the expences incurred in the
prosecation of the claims, we shallleave
the public o judé what ought 1o be the
punishment of Mr. Smith for this atro-
city, since such a law docs not exist in
our codes.

George W. Erving was appoioted in
the year 1801 by Mr. Jeffcrson consul
of the port of London ; to which coffice
was annexed the law agency, held before
by Mr. Williams, the cemmer cial agency
held by Mr. Cabot. and the agency for
the protection of seamen held by Mr. Le-
pox ; for which several offices he re-
ceived only 2000 doilars a ycar, although
the gentlemen who filled them before
received together 8500 dollars a year.

Mr: Jeflerson sppreciating justly Mr.
Erving’s talents and being well aware
that 2000 dollars was no reward for his
scrvices ; that sum not being sufficient
to bear his expences in London, be gave
him the appointment of assessor to the
board of commissioners then »itting in
lxta under the 7th article of the Bri-
tish treaty.

On Mr. Frving’s arrival in London,
the board of commissioners refused to
receive him as their assessor, and insist-
ed on their right to appoint their own
assessor ; which they did accordingly
by naming another person with a salary
of 1500 dollars per ann. and an appro-
priate commission out of certain claims,
which commiss.on 1s said to have a.
mounted to 24.000

The progress of the public business
beigg@ threatened with serious conse-
quenites from a contention which now
aghse between the assessor appointed by
the President snd the one sppointed by
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additional annual compensation s Mr.
Smith has done, his salary Short
nearly 2000 dollars per anoum o what
had been allowed his predecessors for
performing the same functions. |
It is proper here to observe, that ail
the officers of the Treasuy department
allow Mr. Erving’s accounts to be the
correct and satisfactory ol any that |
have ever been exhibited to that depart-
mewt. 'This is highly honorable to Mr.
Erving, particularly when it is known
that upwards of a million sand a half of
dollars of public money passed through
his hands. Those merchants of the U.
Siates who were witnesses to the promp-
titude and ability with which he brought
f rward and supported their claims, have
been uniform in their applause of Mr
Erviig ; and the board of commission-
«rs, we _have been told by one of them
| within these few days, were highly sa-
rifird with' his activity and vigilance ;
by which alone great sums were saved
both to the government and citizens of
the U. States. This same gentleman
assures us that the business of the board
was greatly accelerated by Mr. E. and
that the masterly manner in which he
classed these claims and pursued them
through the different stoges must have
establ:shed his reputation with the go-
vernment, as it did with all those who

the board. Mr. Erving, animated by that
desire for the dispetch of public business |
which so much distinguishes him, with-
drew his pretensions and contented him-
self with stating the affair to the Presi-
dent, thr  wing himself on his justice for
such remuncration as he migh- think

was doe to him,representing at thesame |

time that he was then in the discharge |
of functions becoming every day more
arduous and imporiant and for which his

redecessors received $8500 annually.

The late President in consequence of |

these representations ordeved Mr. Ma-
divon, then Secretary of State, to say tn
Mr. Frving that the resull of his reflecti-
ons for the moment were that he might
charye 2 1-2 per cent on all the awards
actusily received and paid by him, that]
bre might state this item in his account
with the public, which would bring the
equi'y of his claim before the gov'ment.

Does this Jook like defrauding the
poblic? Does Mr. Smith intend to in-
sinvate by his remarks on Mr. Madi-
son’s letter being a private one that any
Abing unfsir was meant cither by him
or Mr, J.ficrson?  Such an insipuaticn
would be as sbsurd as base. The letter
yasa private answer to a private letter
amd could not possibly have any con-
cealed effect, berause it could have no

effect, but as a public voucher, ere
was every probability alsothat (s Fair
would be brought to a_final settlement

during Mr. Jefferson’s admimstration,
(the letter of Mr. Madison being dated in

1804) in which case the decision of Mr.

Jeficeson this letter would have

been the a the allowance.
Thus it i to thegternal disgrace

of Mr. Smith{ that the remonersation of
two and a half per cent amounting to
21,392 doflars which Mr. E.wing was
allowed to charge, did not amount to an
equivalent for the loss of the assessor-

{ up the following documents, which are

ship, and that, galculating it even as an

had reconrse tohim,asa man ol buiness,
of integrity and talents.

When in the December following
that renowned epoch his accession to the
Department ¢f State, Mr. Smith made
the discovery so very distressing to his
feelings, that several American claim-
anis under he British treaty had in vain
presented their claims moyment be-
cause Mr. Erving had deducted two and
a half per cent. from said claims, why
did he vot pursue his enquiry and dis-
cover, what would have relieved his dis-
rresses and gratified an honest Sccreta-
ry of State, that a great unclaimed sur-
plusi2ay 160,000 dollars) still remain-
ed in\the Treaswury arising from deduc-
tions made by order of the board of
commissioners from awards generally,
for the purpose of reimbursing to the U,
States the expences incurred in the pro-
secution of these claims. Why could
aot Mr,Smith discover that Mr. Erving,
in closing his accounts with the govern-
ment, had charged this two and a half
per cent. to the ‘ award account” in-

| stead of charging it to the “expence
' account,” and that in order to adjust
| this error and render justice to Mr. Er-

ving, to the government and to indivi-

| duls, 2ll that was wanting was an ap-
| propriation authorising this sum of
1 22,392 dollars to b= taken from the

*« award account” and placed to the ex-
| pence account ! Why did he not disco-
' ver that in closing his accounts with the
public Mr. Erving ndtes this item in
'thtsc words, ¢ Balance remaining in |
“ my hands retained as a commissiop
& of twn and a ha!f per cent. on awards
| % peceived and paid by me, subject how-
| « cver to the decision of gnvernment as
| & p=r voucher,” which voucher was no
other than this identical private letter
of the former Secretary of State? We
know how every honest man will ans-

| wer these questions. !

But if this chirge of two and a half
per cent. was so heinous a crime, why
| did Mr. Erving’s account pass? Were
they not submitted to Mr. Smith, ex-
plainedto his apparent satisfaction. sign-
ed and approved by him and sent to the
Treasury, accompanied by a favorable
letter ! Did they not pass the Audi
tor’s office, the Comptroller’s office, and
were they not reported on by Mr. Gal-
latin to the President and s'ated by him
as “correct inm cvery respect,” and by
the President, on a special call, laid be-
fore Congress, and there debated and
past ! Yet, notwi hstanding all this, and
six months after these accoun's have
been thus adjusted, Mr. Smi'h works
them into the silly memoirs of his own
negativeness, for no other purpose than
defaming his benefactot, the chief ma-
gistrate of the na'ion, whose stern inte-
grity through a life of public service it
was to have been expected no man of
common hones'y or common decency
would have dared to impeach. Mr.
Smith knew that Mr. Erving was four
Lt miles off, and that the impres-
QWG be made to serve his purpo-
ses before that gentlem»n could reply.
He did not dream that sny y for
the pure love of justice, w ke the
pains, if he hatf the sagacity, to hunt

‘nserted here, that the iniquity of the

[ -
Treasury Department, Feb. 8th, 1811
Sir—1 have the honor, 1n cempliance with
the resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant,
y of the simmary statement
ing’s account, in relation to
awards under the 7th article of the British trea.
H ty Thecommissjon of 2 1.2 per cent. is charg.
ed am (. #t. 217,009 3 9 being the amount ac- |

* mﬁ?‘nuived by Mr. Erving, en account of
claimants who had not appointed any special
aims and receive the
The accounts themselves are volum-
inous, have passed the offices of the auditor and
comprroller, and are, as 1 am informed, correct

L #_‘ i

re the plans of falr delightful Peace, &

+ < Unwarp'd by partyrage, to live lke I;M- |.
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to transmit a
of George W.

agent to prosecute their
anmfount,

in every respect.

55,000 /. «1. and which 18 not sent, 2

upon it. That sum consists of d

towards the discharge of the procror’s

sponsible, and a balance exceeding

of ti.e President, for defraying the

for the purpose of setthin

sury respccting Mr Erving's services,

annexed to the encloscd statement

received from the department of siate
I have the honor to be. &c.

The President of the United States.

& e
LETTER.
Washington, Nov.
To Robert Smith, Secretary of State.
Sir—It
lars, 67 cts. which stands charged
* award account’’ of my ageocy in

cy, ought to have been char,
deducted by me out of that

aga

hence a difficulty in pomt of form exi

partment

partment of state, and this speci

briefly to explain how this necessity h

The per centage
the sum of $22,392 67, charged as

period of my service in England, I he

the ** commercial agency,”’ under

British navy, called ““ agency for

or form, from

profit, in any sha

ney to the government ; these, toge
the sums which I obtained from the

article of the treaty.

those of the board,

umate
than 6.000 guinéas over and above the salary
of 1,500 daiiars per aanum which was attached
to it! ‘
All' these matters having been fully sgbmit-

ted to the secretary of s

the secretary of state wrofe tome in t

their true colors.

Secretary’s insinsations might appear in u

bhangs to the Barings, a per ceatdge o
g

There is another account rendered by Mr.
Erving, to the Treasury, for a sum exceeding

finally seitled, and no'commission is charged

made from awards generally, by direction of
the board of commussioners fdr the benefit ot
the United States, in order to reimburse them
for expenses incurred in the prosecution of the
claims A porton wasapplied by Mr Erving

for which the United States had become re

doliars was paid by bim into the treaswry. It
was from that Tuad, which was at the disposal

incident to the progecution of claims, that the
compensation allowed to Mr. Erving sifould
have been deducted. Du: the unexpended ba
lance of that fund having been carried to the
surplus fund, a new appropriation is necessary
he account and of
repaying to the award fund, which belongs to
individuals, the sum retained by Mr. Erving
for the commission abovementioned.

There is no other information ar the Trea.

resulis from the accounts and from the letter

vi.es were aliogether performed, in conformi-
ty with the instructions which he may have

ALBERT GALLATIN.

appears that the sum of 22 392dol

under the 7th article of rhe late British rreaty,
as compensation for my services in that agen

und which was
immediately applicable to the expences nci-
dent to the execution of the said 7th article :

justing the said ‘* award account” at the trea-
sury, which renders necessary a reference of
the subjec: to the President, through your de-

As all the business under the said treaty was
concluded previous to your coming nto the de
mitier can-
not therefore be fammliar 1o you, permit me |p

aof 2 1.2, which makes up

mentioned, was so charged by authorisation of
the then Sccretary of Simte, ziven in conse.
quence of a representation mad: by me in the
year 1804. At that time, and during the whole

pomtment of the President, three several coffi-
ces of very great trust and responsibility, inde
pendenr of the copsulate of Loadon, viz: 1s',
the ** law agency” of claims under the treaty ;
this had been previously held by Mr. Williams,
at a salary of 2 500 dollars per annum ; 2dly,

treaty, held by Mr. Cabot, at a salary of 2.500
dollars per annum ; and 3dly, the agency for
obraining the discharge of se-men from the

and protection of seamen,” held by Mr Lenox,
at a salary of 3,000 doilars (or 3,500 dolls.) per
annum ; of the whole of these salaries, makin

8,000 dollars (or 8,500 dolls ) per annum, i
received only 2,000 dollars ! per annam ; to
the claimants under the treaty, I did not charge
any commission ; nor did 1 derive one cent of

sums of public and private monier which were
constantly in my hands; in adjusting the
proctor’s accounts, I saved large sums of mo-

commissioners, enabled me to reimbursé, toa
t extent, if not wholly, the éxpences which
the United States had incurred under the 7¢h

The important and profitable officeé of *¢ as-
sessor” to the board of commissioners: had
be=n also conferred upon me by the President,
and this had been intended 3s part of my com-
pensation; but the board having asserted 2
right of appoioting ita own *¢ assessor,” a con-
flict hence arose, which embarrassed the pro- ||
gress of the public business, and menaced very
i yous consequences ; on thisaccount 1

y pretensions, and the President
) I carnot es.
assessorship to bave produced less

e, in my re '
tion abovementioned, and by kum laid before
 the President, the President determined
Jow me a suitable compensation ; by his order,

of November, 1804, the aothorisation before
adverted to, which was in these words :
«,Your observations oa the reasonableness
of some remuneration for yoor services have,
as you wished, beert submitted 0 the President.
1| The resait of bis reflections for the present is,
that I should suggest that yoi réetain out of the
next ipsialment, 15 its passage throggh your

$ 1t is not

eductions

accounts,

160,009

expenses

but what
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he public. This

item in your punt
will bring the.#t;
before the government, and willleave the way
open for the choice of modés and funds, as

may finally appear most proper.” L
The commissign of 2 1.2 per cent, herein ul-
lowed, as you will perceive, wag not chargea-
ble on alt the awards made by the board of com-
missioners, but only én that portion of them,
‘wherein I had been made payee ; which redu-
ced it in fact to a commisson ppon about ong-
third of the business which I did.at theboard ;
a commission to that extent, however, weuld
have been a full compensation for the loss of
the assessorship; but desirous of adheriog to
the strict letter of the Secreiary of State’s in..
strucrjons, I deducted only on that portion of
the awards made pajable to me, on which I
finally received payment from the British go-
vernment, which 1 :u was only about
'wo-thirds of the awards in whichT was made |
payee, ove third of them having.been previous-
'y transferred by me to the private agents of
the respective awarders ; so thai in effec: I had
not more than about 1-2 per cent on the busi-
ness which I did at the board of commission-
ers {not - to mention that which was done in
the court of admiralty ) Thus this commission
now stands charged (pursuant to the strict let-
ter of the instruction) against the awards oo

vernment, in what 1s called the “ award ac-
count ;” though as it was in fact a compensa.
nion for the whole business transacted at the
board, 1t might with propriety have been, and’
probably it should have been, deducted out of a
sum of $160,000 paid by me into the treasury,
upon what was called the “spoliation account.”
As the case srands, there has been carmied to
the public credit from the last menticned ac-
count too much, by the amount'of the commis-
sion ; that fund of 160,000 dollars owes there-
fore, and should pay back to the ¢ award fund”
the same amount. ,

This is 1he pbint now submitted, and on
which ar explanation to_the Secretary of the
Treasury, from the Dej ent of State, 15
requested. 1 have the'Bonor to be, ke

GEORGE W. ERVING.

And now, Mr. Smith, let us ask you
where did you get the original and du-
plicate of this private letter of M. Ma-
dison ? Did you at last discover it in
the office ?—Then it was a public docu~
ment. Did Mr. Madison or Mr. Er-
ving furnish you with a copy-—or did
you find it annex:d to Mr. Erving’s ac-
counts as a public vouche: ? If you did,
it proves that neither Mr. Madison nor
Mr.Ervingconsidereditin anyotherlight
than as a public document ; for Mr. E.
however incomprehensible it may be to
some people, is an officer of too high 2
sense of honor to divulge confidential
and private communications. L

The Appendix.—This is composed of
a few extracts of iztters, the publication
of which will be quite harmless to all
the world, unless it be to M1+« Sinithe=
and to him they can be no otherwise de-
trimental than as a proof of his imbe-
cility in publishing them ; for of his
lsxity of principle in betrzying confi-
dence, both public and private, we could
not want tnis addilional proof.

He is now a s-rvant out of place ;—
and whi'e he is offering himself for fur-
ther service, with the usual cry of &ho
wants me, he naturally concludes that
we shall require a character from his
last place. - Unluckily Mr. Smith, by

his confession that he stood in need of
a character, and this mode of raking one
together, has taken a lower stand in the
scale of public estimation than weshould
have assigned him. We knew, indeed,
his want of capacity==but'did net sup-
pose the fact would be put by himself in
so glaring a point of light.
that during his eight or ten years of pub-
lic service, he could not have done some
useful thing——some one act that would
mark him as a noun substantive, and
ensble him to stand alone. Ask Mr.
Jefferson whether, on his retiring from
the s.me department of state some years
ago, Ae thought it necessary to print
himself into our good opinion, as a man
of talents in business, by publishing
scraps of old letters from his correspon-
dents;? And if' he says Yes, ask him
if they were private an fidential let-
ters not intend r tHE public eyc.

There is onelilfle trick of decepiion
that Mr. Smith atterppts o play off up-
on us in this very act of hunting up
a character,
Mr. Jcfferson’s letter of Sept. §810, is
given us to crezte the belief tha: the let-
ter was accompanied by the manuscript
of a literary work to be cortected and
amended for the press. Robert Smith
correct the writings of Thomas Jeffer-
son! No, gentle reader ; the work in
(jaestion was en fficial document intend-
ed for publication, to be supported end
elucidated, probobly corrected, by facts
deposited in the department of State, of
which Mr. Smith was then the efficial
t and only itary. He is calied upou
therefore as a’pu

the awards ACTUALLY received, and to-l;ﬂ “',1
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FIt:eimrd by you :, and ?ﬂ:m stace it as an ||

ur claim regularly |}

which'-Z recerved payment of the English go- }

What a pity |

The mangled extract of ]

o s

blic 'officer, and not, ||
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We ‘intended here ‘to tergiinate
review of the pamphlet before tis<-
the*accidental naming of Mr, 8. ia con-
nection with literature, recals a remark
we had,noted ‘on two, or three phrases
which betray a want of m':qua
with the English language, He'#
this expression more than once=—* since
my accession to the department of state.’

-

only used in the regal style, and signis
fies to come to the throne by-heredita-

cven teo & throne by election or appoints
ment of uther men, or even by conguest,
it would nof be aceession. , We blame
not Mr. Smith for any thing ant
lican in the phrase.  His ignorapg
language wiil excuse him from this
1itis a mere grammatical blunder. .

Anpther little errfor of language we
will notice in this place, that some of
our newspaper editors 'as well as, Mr.
Smith may take warning ; it'1s the er-
ror of using the auxiliary will, instead
of shall, in forming the first psrson of
verbs in the future tense; as in t‘hcsu
phrases—& I trust I ever will retain a

just sense.”— Thilgy #ill we have to .
1ok for the fact.",v?ﬁhoﬁlg like to

hear next of Mr. Smith’s dccession'to a

bench in a grammar school, in which™
case the word might apply, asihe wounld
come to that throne in Kis

3

__ i
e public is generally amused from
“Waime with certain ideas

I~
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Nt Cpil't:

cutive §n this respect is feeble apd insufs
fictent. b AR

On the first of these heads we will
just. observe/ that the United States, in
time of peace were never so well prepas
red for defence as liﬁ':w ¥ thqighg' it is
confessed that they are, not so well as
they might be. The number qf*-__"m,
of cannon and other warlikéim DS
was never so great as at present, and it

militia is better organized, armed, tnii-
formed and disciplined, than heretofore,
though not so well as ‘it should e =~
The fortifications, particolarly af.]
York, are much mdre formidable thin
they ever have beén. T hat port,withthe
means now in operation, ma consi«
dered as pretty well secured. © %
Ovur little muribe force is lilkewise
more efficient than at any period of our
historyy except during the active prépa-
rations against France in the years 79
and *gg.g y% ‘ %’
On the second head we will say, the
President has generally, if hot in every.
instance, recommended stronger mea-:
sures than Congress have zdopted; and
stronger than any of his predécessors,
except perhaps in the shoit bus:le above
alluded to, in the time of Mr. Adams.

NOTICE.

c

i
HEREAS, James Blackwygll did, on :%he
—— day of October in the year 1809,
apply to and ob ay U
of 185 dollars, for which $§aid Blackwell did on:
the same day deliver into the possessiofy of said

Le May, one Negro Womah of
Kate, where she was 10 re a
of sad Le May until the iRy
and whereas said Negvaudid'eong

for about 10 1-2 moaths, or thereabotits,’ d
say till on or about the 26t May last, when ghe
made her escape from the late resids
Lewis Le May, dec’d ; ang wheii®¥ it was by
the insinuation, directly from hex formier mas+
ter. the said Jas Blackwell, or i ﬂilecl_ly from
any part of his family; is unknown to 3l
rest of the world. H:m'i‘r!vcr the case =
Kate rémains still absent. -« . ¢
Kate is a very black Negra, o

H

_ of themiddle
size—homely features—thick, or whar may by
| troly - called blubber lips—a sh é
eyes—high Torehead ; ahd whens e
speaks quick, and i$ apyto turn her face a bttle

to one side and casis her qutoﬁr&: the

1

the.end of her mgue between

|the other ; '
ton ho , %
with her sundsy other articles :
{a cotton Homefpun halnt, siriped.n

with blue agd. coppes uqmm i

e e
wer

o
it ¢ her 10- Mrse- Lucy Ye'May,
Roads in Granville, or secure her:
Iy rew: - thesr

ex

e

I Vet
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| thank God, 2s a man of lstters.

] 5

The waord ¢ accession,’ in this sense, i~

ry suctession. . .But when a man comes

i-repub- -
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of Lewis Le May theloan
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ofsaid - o
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fence, and that the conduct of the Exes -« -~ ":j:'

is rapidly increasing. Thgarmy esta. N
blishment has been augmented 4=-tha ™.




