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From the LONDON COURIER, of July 17.
(A Ministerial Pager.)

The American government having
' made such haste to publish Rodgers

;count of his action with the Lsetle ]

eft, as if they were anxious 10 shew
their desire to shut the door agaiost all
pegociation, explanation, an st-
ment, our government have felt it their
duty not to withhold Capt. Bingham’s
account. It will be found that we pubd-
lished a correct sketeh of it in the Cou-
riery of she 4th inst. and that the ac-
count. given by the American is any
thing but the true one. Capt. Bingham
knew her to be an American frigate by
her colors ; Rodgers, therefore, must
have known that the Little Belt was bul
a sloop, and, as our colors were hoisted,
that she was 2 British sloop. But he
ceme down upon us with an evident hos-
tile intention, attempting to lay his ship
in a position to rake our’s. He did not
hail us first, as be asserted, following up
that impudent falsehood with a lecture
updilghe. “ rules of politcness,” We
hailed a first and second time, receiving
each time only a repetition of our ques-
tion. There was oo single gun fired
by us or vn eithcrside. Botthe Amec-
rican, the moment after we bad bailed
the second time, poured a broadside in.
to our sloop, which of course was imme-
diately returned, and en action tock
place ; pot of five minutes only, as the
Buccaneer stated, but of three quartcrs
of an hour—18 Bertish guns aganst 44

American! And we never struck our
colors | # This is placed be a doulbt
by the Buccaneer's questionand Captain

Bingham's answer. The'Bext dax&-
American sent a boat on board to'ex-
press his regret © for the unfofunate
affair,” 1o tell a direct lie that ihe did
not know cur force to be so infefor, and
to follow it up with another falsc hood,
that we fired the first goa. “ This” says
Capt. B. ** was positively not the case,”
and if we had not the sacred word of a
British officer, we still should have said
how wholly improbable it was, that a
sloop of war should commence hostili-
ties within pistol shot of ajJarge 44-gun
frigate. .

There is hgwever one poi
Bingham"s letter in which we do not a-
gree with-him. He says, “ by the man-
ner in which be apol gised, it appeared
to me evident, that had he fallen in with
a British frigste he would certainly have
brought her to action.” No, no; the
man who could begin hosulities by at
wacking a vessel of so inferior a force
would bave shrunk from a contest wih
a ship of equal force. However, we
hope he will ¢ full in with a British fri-
gate, and Dring her to action."”

The American government having
published Rodgers’ account, and approv-
¢d of his conduct, thereby precluding
all neguciaticn ; Capt. Bingham's lelter
having placed it beyond a doubt that

the hosiile conduct of the American was |

wholly unprovoked, and that letter be-
ing coupled with Admiral Sawyer’s pre-
vious instructions, demonstrative of the
anxiety of our governmesnt not to give
the least provocation or cause of cffcnce
to the United Stales, there &5 but ome
course left for us to pursue. The blood
of omr mu | countrymen muss pe re-
verged, and WAR MUST ENSUE.—The
conduct of the American lgaves us no

alicrnative; and therefore it.s idie, il

not worsemsto treat the subject as if ¥
were * an inconvenient dilemma which

Ministers,” according to the opposition |

““ have solel
foliy. n "

sensible arrengement.”
skine's sengible arrangement we have
so often expressed our opinion, that it
were unnecessa-y to repeat it, e have
bchaved towards Amevica tith UNEXAM-
PLED FORBEARANCE ; but that forbegr-

confirming Mr. Erskine’s

ance has produted 1%sOLENCE, AND ||

THAT INSOLENCE MUST BE PUNISHED !
o G—

w the National Intelsgencer. ’

London, papers to the 17th July in-
clusive have been received at the office
of 1he National Inteliigencer, extracts
from which will be found in our-sybse-
quent columns. £
@he article of unquestionably the
impbrtatite to us is that from
Couriery the ministerial pa-
¢h. - It is difficelt to say
remarkible for iws
or arvogance. If
at all an index of the
feclingagof the miinistry, war is already

‘.
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nt.- of Clﬂo*

to attribate to their own | aur country’s henour, let it be placed on

le footing than it now is. |

|| ver from perosal of these ms,
that neit hy interest of Great- in

Of MI’. E““

|

1

&

| out at their fingers’ ends, and their war-

e

alds with every Eastern breeze, The
tenor, of this article, in the quarterin
which we find ir, entitles it to serious
¢ nsideration, although its impudence
and falsehood would otherwise place it
below contempt. But let us not stoop
from the elevation of our pesition, let us
not degrade the sanctity of our cause,
by mingling with these braggadocia.edi-
tors of Britain in a war of tongues. K
the climax of a long series of insult is
to be offensive war, let us brace our-
selves 1o the occasion, and meet it like
men. % God and our right' be our mot-
to; it is one under which the minions
of monarchy have no title to combat,
but which will never fail to lead Ameri-
cans to Victory.

Anxious as we have alwsys been to
awnid war, perhaps its oceurrence is at
*his moment scarcely to be deprecated,
We have arrived at such a state of
hings with this power, that nothing but
our pacific policy has se f.r res.rained
our armis ; and if she chuse to begin the
unsought fray, we trust the chastises
ment she so richly merits will be her
reward.

The only particular cause we per-
ceive for regret at this moment is, that
Congfess are not in session, on whom

of Congress will be assigned for a consi-
| deration of this_subject ; which; howe-
ver Congress may be disposed to wave
its decision, cannot longer be overlook-
ed, consistently wilh the interest or hon-
or of the nation.

BINGHAM'S INSTRUCTIONS —duThe
British prints lay much stress on the te-
nor of the instructions of Admiral Saw-
yery under which Capt. Biagham cruiz-
ed, TheSe instructions, 38 published,
shew indeed a decent regard for the
rights of the United States—but nothing
more. But were they tN@only instruce
tions ? If we refer to the conduct of
Captain Bingham _wWe should imagine
not ; still less should we suppose so, if
we refer to the late insolent conduct of
the Tartarus. And, if they were, they
speak so far as they go in favor of Admi-
ral Sawyer’s understanding and know-
ledge of his duty.— But their ve:y pregi-

them to be the only instructions, add an-
sther shade of enormity to the offence of
Captaio Bingham. Why, if such were
his instructious, ¢id he so directly disre-
gard them by commencing an attack on
our vessel 7 I[ he be not broken for dis-
obedience of orders, then will it be evie-

devolve'all the important preparations |
for the event, Could the Executive
have conceived that Britain was so hotly |
bent upan , 88 10 make the punish-
ment of Bingham's folly the pretext for
ity Congress would doubtless have been |
at this day in session. Itis to be hoped, |
however, that every thing will be done l
to the extent of the respansibility of the |
rxecuive and Heads of Departmeats |
for the purpose of placing our forts, &c. |
on a footing for immediate servige.

It would be an insuit to the under-
standings of our readers to particularize
the manifest absurditics and inconsis-
‘encies in the comments of the British
Editors ; they are so palpable and pro-
minent, that to dilate upon them would
be to weasken the impression which
the bare perusal must make oh every

reader, '

Suppose, only zﬁae. that all.t.his
hectoring and bullying of the British

ministerial papers should pgove to he a
mere drutum fulmen, a flash which is
to evaporate in smoke: supposc that
|by the time Mr. Foster's dispatches are
| reccived ; and before that time they
surely will ot have the hardihood to
proceed (0 hostilities ; suppose by that
time their courage should have oozed

fever have subsided, how perfectly n-
diculots will appear the ministry and
‘heir pensigned editors on both sides
the waler .

Can any of the semi-official Editors
in this country inform us ; if they can
we sh:ll be much obliged to them ;
whether the recent infamous captures
n our coast and in our waters are in-
tended as the commenc:zment of the
war with which we are threatened ?—
Or are they merely an extension of the
British system of ¢ retaliation on her
enemy "

Tae Navy —There is a question, of
great importance in the future policy of
lour government, which, we thinky Con-
gress will.at length be compelled to de-
cide—Shall the U. States complete and
maintain @ Navy # Iv is a quesiion
which has never yet been fairly met by
the National Legislature ; but which

ought no longer to remain in suspense. |

dent they were not his only instructions ;
because his conduct was a palpable in~
fraction of them, such as could not es-
cape exemplary punishment, if they
were to have been his enly rule of con-
duct. We have frequendy reflected
with astonishment on the hardihood of
Bingham in atta:king a vessel, as he did,
which he says he knew to be of so supe-
rior a force. But if the in'imation con«
tained in the New-York Columbian be
correct, then is the mystery solved, and
*he wretched #ntoxication of a weak man
has proved the dcstruction of his men
and the promotion of & new broil on the
part- governmeat with the U, S.

“ It willappear, under oath, that when the
American officer wenton board the Little Belt
the morning after the aciion, one of captain
Bingham's officers, (a Lieutunant, we believe)
pointing to some of the dead, said--"* s0 much
Jor the Captan’s boitle ! {Columbian.

FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER.

MY PROJET!
Shouw'd France continue to respect her
own engagement and our rights; and
should Great Britain continue .to seize
our vessels that are bound to France,
way-lay our coasts and interrupt, what
we may term the naturaly not the mush-
room, commerce of this country—not
the carrying or roundabout trade of con-
.sumption, which enables our merchants
“ to tread on Turkish and Persian car-
p-ts, and burn the perfumes of the east
in their vaulted rooms”—but that natu-
ral direct trad%, at which point the inte-
rictl

res's of A ture and Commerce di-
rectly mee ‘are intimately blended’
~=—=(for what erence d ‘es it make,

whether the Tobacco Note is this day io
the pocket of a Planter, or tomorrow of
‘he Merchant, if the Orders ia Council
-hould chegk i's exportation and’'sink
itstwalue 7)—Should such be the state of
 (he nation, when its Conscript Fathers
shall assemble in° Nevember———what
course would I take ?

I would sift all the Documents, which
will be submitted to Congress, particu-
larly the correspondence between Mr.
P.nkney and the Marquis Wellesley, be.
itween our Charge d’ Affaires and the
same—the letters which have already
passed between Mr. Foster and the Se-
cretary of State and those which are yet
to pass from Mr. F. between them, con-

' If we are to have a Navy, in the name of

8 More respes
| With all th phernaliaofaNavy De-
| partment, we have at'present but little of |
|its utility, and at a great comparative ex-
| pence we have a forte not adequate, per- |
| haps, if it were doable its present magni- |
tude, to compete with the petiysquadron |
pow. oh our coast, much less with thart |

i’: Sirdoseph Yorke, which is said to

its « To send our present |
lforri 10 sea, there fore, in case of & |
declared and active war, would on'y be &
wanton sacpfice of some of as brave spi.
rits as ever animated myan, in a contest in
| which defeat w ' L ubavoida-
‘ble.  On the Nawy ion it is noetour
| purpose toexpreds an opinion ; but to im-
press on our readers and brother editors
the necessity of preparing their own
minds and that of their representatives
'for a decision of a y to which |
their attention cannot but'have been im-
pressively called by the u:e.l'mllnulylmiJ

new passing on ourcoast. We have ne

veying the final sentiments of the Bri-
tish Goverbment on the dispatches he
bas lately transmitted. Should 1 disco-

or the préssure of the non-importation
upon her, were about to wo'k an imme-

following would be my project :

I would at once lay an Lmbargo ¢

In the mean time steps should be ta.
ken for issuing Letters of Marque and
Rgprisal agsinst Great-Britain, '

[*¢ Reprisals, says Bynkershoek, are
a means of redress w be wvsed only in
case of a denial of justice, They are an
autherization granted by a sovereign, to
v e'perw:‘m end goods of

J

tain. satis
on his own subjécts, for which justice
has beéen denied by the reiga of the
oliending party. Thus an'ivjury com-
mitted by force and violence, apd not re-
pressed by the competent magistrate, is
' redressed by the same means and in the

e

sion and general propricty, supposing |

{ the conditional oath which we had taken,

diate repeal of her orders in coancil, the |
| ing principlcs consistent with human

sub-|
ther prince, in ordem
tiod for an 1njury commitied

dient in the.above definition, whith doe
not enterinto the composition of our own
cue-fwith this difference, indeed, that
the injuries which we have suffered from
G, B. are not only unredressed, bt ac-
tually sug'mented, iff the vepy name and |
under the Orders of her government.] -
Let us not despise-these means of
hurling back the thunderbolt at her feet,
When but in the very gristle and not yet
in the bone of manhood, we captured, in
the course of two years after 1779, not
less than 753 of her ships. At a very
moderate computation, it is said that we
could now fit out 1500 fast sailing pri-
valeers, manned by 12,000 of the bravest
and most expert seamen ‘in the sworld;
not very well disposcd, we should think,

brethren have experienced from a Bri-
ﬁsw“ gang. The very first cannon
that'should be fired, we should see mili-
onslof dpllars (furnished
of the vorthern and othersof the ‘soul
ern states)appropriated to the equipment’
| of privateers, - 2
whole navy of the'U. S. into requisition
and in commission : '

Fortify our forts—mount their can-
non, and raise and discipline aptillery-
men to serve them :

Provide ammunition, raise troops, and
prepare by every possible means for put-
ting forih the force of the nation, jn case |
a wanton attack should be made upon
our towns,

I would give individual enterprisg as
free a scope as possible ; it is a cheaper
and perhaps equally efficient means of
reprisal ; but in case the British govern-
meot should sepd forth her 74’s to lay
our towns in ashes, I would exact a ter-
rible retribution upon her—raise troops
 enough to sweep her from Canada, or
at least from the territory to the south:
of the St. Law-ence. The spirit of an |
incensed people would support the go-
vernment in this act of resentment.

Such is my Projet—If you have a
better, propose it ; if not, ¥ u<e this with
me,” SPIRIT OF *76.
300080500008 SO0 00890000 o

South-America.

DECLARATION of INDEPENDENCE
(Concluded from our last.)

Such were the causes which at length

curity, and to avert those disorders and |
horrible calamities which we could per-
ceive were otherwise inevitable, and
from which we shall ever keep aloof 3’
by their fell policy they have rendered
ou:_?othren insensible to our misfor-
tune$’ and have armed them' against
us : they have effaced from their hearts
the tender impression's of love and con-

many membeps of our great family.

- When, faithful to our promises, wr
were sacrificing our peace and dignity
to support the cause of Ferdinand of
Bourbon, we saw that t6 the bonds of
power by which he united his fate to
that of the emperor of the French, he
added the sacrifice ofkindred and fricnds,
and that on this acount the existing
Spanish rulers themselves have already
resolved to acknowledge him only cag-
ditionallys. In thigpainful stilte of per-
plexity, three yedrs have elapsed in po-
litical irresolution, g0 dangcrous, so
fraught with evil, th3t this alone would
bave authorised the determination which
the faith we had pledged and other fra-
ternal attachments had caused us to de.
fer, till imperious necessity tompels us

templated ; ‘but pressed by tk stile
and unnatural condact of the” ish
rulers, we are at length absolved from

and now take upon us the august sove-

exercise, : ‘ _
But as our glory consists in establish-

bappiness, and not erecting a partial fe-
licity on the misfortunes of our fellow.
mertals, we hereby proclaime and de-

L.companiops il our des'iny; and partiei-
pators of our happiness,‘all those, who, |
united bigithe _relatious of blood, lan-
guage & religion, have suffeved oppres- |
sivn under’ the ancient establi§hments,
and who shall assert their independence
thereof, and of any foreign power what,
soever, engaging that all. who shall co-

S|

to forget the injuries which their brave |

It

by individualsg |

Iu the mean time, I would put the i

have impelled us to look to our own se- |

sanguinity, and converted into enemies ||

#

to proceed further than"we had first con- |

reignty which we are called here to |

clare, that'we shall regard as friends and |
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1 In dobaiderationy therciG, of these:

solid public and’ incomtestible motives,
which force upon Os the necessity of re-
assuming our natural rights, thus resto-
red to us by the revolution of human af-
fairs; and in virtue ofthe imprescriptibl

agreement, ‘Convention of s com=
pact, which doth pot establish thie pur-

poses for vhic_Eguone,., governments .
 are instituted, we are convinced that we

»r

cannot and ought not any longer {0 en- '

dure the chains by which we were cone
pected with thé government of Spain ;
and we do dcclq,f%!ik'e every other inde-
pendent people

potentate, power or government; than
we ourseclyes establish ; and that we now
take among the sovereign natidns of the
earth the rank which the Suprgme Be-
ing and nature have assighed to us, and
to which we have been"called by the
succession of human events and.by a
regard for our own happinesse - -

'A!thoug’hu& foresee the difficulties

in the political
abeve all, the powerfalinfluence o :
cient forms and habits %’bv’bich (to our

world ; and

regret) we have been Hitherto affected ;
yet we also know, that & shameful sub-
mission to them, when it is‘in our pow-

tal'to pgsterity,‘than our long and pain-
ful servitude. It therefore begomés our
indispensible duty to provide for our se-
curity, libeérty, and happiness, by an en-~

| tire and essential subversion snd reform

of our angient establishments,

Wilierefore, believing, for all these
reasofify that we have complicd with
the respect which we ewe to the opini-
ons’of matkind, and- to the dignity of
other nations, with whom we are about
to rack, and of whose friendly inter-
course we assure oursélyes, = -

federated provinces of Venezuela, in-
voking the Most High to witness the
justice of our cause, and the rectitude of

| our intentions, imploring his divine as-

sistance to ratify at the epoch of our
Providence has restored us, the ardent
desire to live and to die free, and ih the
belief and the Hefence of the holy Ca-
tholic and Apostolic l‘cﬁﬁ%i of Jesus
Christ, as the first of our duties,

. We, therefore, in the name, by the
will and under the suthority which 'we
hold for the virtuou_s,.pea%g- of*Vene-
zuela, do solemnly declare to the world,
that these united, provinces are & ought
to be from this day forthyir fact and of
right, free, sovereign and independent
states ; that they aresabsglved from all
allegiance and dependance on the crown

of ':‘:pf“of" those who now call, or
may (hereafter call themselves its re-
presentatives or agents; and that as

form ‘alliances, establish:
treatiesy define boundaries an
navigation ;. and to !
all other acts, usually made i
ed by free and independent nation
for the due fulfillment, valji'dil}_, and sta-

@

bility of thisyvour solema on
we mu’tdal\f;qqd rcctpfbnlm 2 h’% b
and bind the provin€es to “each -6ther,
our lives, fortunes; and the honorof the
pation, ' . YT ¢ e i -
m i

Doct a2

the s of our ndependencss
[ Signed by the W"
L'-'ﬂff?efi":-@dci]
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ATRATCT OF LAND

Situgte on the Yadin River, in Montgome: y

county, about §° above shie Natrows,
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rights'of every people; to dissolve avery . i

§Ar

) that we are free and de-
termined to hoid no deﬁ@_n"ﬁﬁ any

which may attend our new situation, and
the obligations which we tontract by
the rank which we are about to octupy

er to shake them off; would prove more -
ignominious to eurselves, and more fa- -

We, the representatives of the con-.

political birth, thegignity to which his:

free, sovereign and independent states, "'
we hold full power to adopt whatever
form of government may be deemed
suitable to the general will of its inhas
bitants ; to ‘declare ‘war, make peace,
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