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“ Great savings in the War Department.”

The power of the Sec of War
had arrived at its highest point about
the close of the year 1819.. He had

uced a strong impression upon the
embers of ss, as well as upon
the public, that to e his measures,
was to oppose the administration of the
President of the United States: and
thus heavailed himself, toa certain ex-

tent, of the weight of Mr. Monroe’s
character. He also produced an-
other strong impression, which still

sems te prevail, that he had more influ-
ence than any other member of the ca-
binet, in procuring apnointments to of-
fice ; md},) this, ni;owc\'cr groundless,
has been of the greatest advantage to
him. Wthas given him extensive influ-
ence, & added prodigiously to the faci-
nation of his manners. It has brought
to his pagty, all the office-hunters in
the Union: and taken collectively,
they are a very formidable body.

, His measures thus far, although con-
sidered as wild and extruvagant by some
of the old fashionad republicans, bad
niet with no decided opposition by a
majority of either house of Congress.
But his estimates of the appropriations
necessary for his department for the
year 1820, startled those who had plac-
ed some reliange on his prudence and
talents for businesss Even those who
had believed all the accounts of the
*¢ preat savings in the War Depart-
ment,” now began to examine for them-
selves into his expenditures. The con-
:cfl:)enpe of whic'!u was, that a majority
of both houses of Congress concurred
in the propriety of arresting the Secre-
tary in his favorite, but uselessand ex-
travagant scheme, of sending an army
to the Yellow Stone River, fifteen hun-
dred miles up the Missouri. They de-
termined to check the recruiting ser-
vice which he was wrging with as much
ardour, as if a poweriul enemy had in-
vaded our shores, a .d wasmarching to
Washington. And what was still more
offensive, they adopted measures for re-
ducing the army to six thousand men.

For these and similar offences, they
have been stigmmatized as Radicals, and
denounced as enemies to the adminis-
tration. Vhe Secretary has made war
upon them by every mecans in his pow-
er. A paper has boen established at
Washington, under his immediate pa-
tronage to write them down. He has

rsued them into the remotest of

~¢iye Union ; and South Carolina is not
“#he first nor the last state, in which

Ms tive hand has been seen and

feit.
At the cominencement of the year 1817,

the army in the 2ggregute, amounted to
10,024
There were recruited in that

Tear 3,939
In the year 1818 4,238
M the year 1519 4,504

In three yeam, 12,481

At the close of the year 1819 the army
amounted to
f.ess than the aggregate at the
commencement of 1337 by S 1,336
+This munber added to the 12,481 ainounts
to 13,817 men lost to the anny in three years.
Ofthese probably abourt 3000 were discharged
on the expimtion of their terms of service «

{ the remainder were lost by desertion aud

othercasualtics
Mr. Calboun regmired for the recruiting
service of the year 1520 the sumof $183,925
Yiz—{or 5,000 recruits—
Bounties at 12 dolls. each 60,000
Premiuns at 2 dolls. each 10,000
For guarters, fucl, bunks, ci-
tizen siugeens [or examin-
ing the recruits and attend-
me to the sick, fces for ma-
tes for qualifving re-
ernits until” organized for

Y iments or Corps
E:“;z?rs 13 perman rp"us,gzs—ws,gas
These cstimates appear from a letter,
from the Adjutant and Inspector Gene-
ral to the Secretary of War, and by
him commumcat
the United States on the 20th of March

1820.
The House of“Representatives paid

but little attention to the Secretary’s|po

estimates and mstructions. ‘they vot-
ed te appropriate for the whele recruit-
ing service of that year, no more than
855,125, not one thud of what the
Secretary required.  This appearsfrom
the first section of the bill making ap-
propriations for the wilitary service for
1820, & which passed into a law on the
14th of April of that year. . much

- of the section as respects this appro-

iation isiu these words. *¢ Forbounties
and premiums for fifteen hundred re-
ermils, twentv-one thousand dollars.
‘For fueel, straw, & all other expeunses for
recfuits, until organized to -join regi-
ments and corps, thirty four thousand,
one htindred and twenty five dollars.”

Oun the 23nd of Marcg, after this bill
tives, and g‘:
Senate, the following letter from the
Adjutant and Inspector General, was
sommunicated to the Senate by the Se-
wetary of War:—

r General's

& Adiraunt & Inspector
_ : Alarch 11th, 18N,

1500 men ; less than
(ho mmmber acty \h-tby dossrtion duging

| last year

+} not luug hesitate.

to the Senute of

House of Represeuta-
depending before the

rs
e |

Ithedast year. T tho three fist years ‘more
.' qlﬁrmhahbunmfmd;mlﬂ‘!
- |the ~ate of the ammv at the close of the

did not exceed 9,000 men. v,

It istrue, only 300 men are entitled to a
discharge by the expiration of their tepm : stil)
if thee desertions and ether casualties, should
be as great as in former years, the army will
not exceed 8,000 men at the close of the year
mchdmgotgc recruits. which may be obtained
with 21,000 Dollars voted for that purpese.

1 have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient

3srvant,
“D. PARKER, Adj’'t & Insp. Gen'L

“ The SecaeTary or Wan.”

Thisletter which the Secretary makes
his own, by comstimanicating it to the
Senate, was evident!v meant as a severe
reprimand upon the House of Repre-
sentatives, for neglecting their duty;
and an admonition to the Semate to
attend to theirs, and amen: the bill,
so as to correspond with the wishés and
instructions of the War Department.
It shews too, that the Secretary perfectly
understoad that the Honse of Represen-
tatives had deterinined to authorize the
recruiting of 1500 men and ne more
for the year 1820.

The Senate on this point were as re-
fractory as the House of Representa-
tives, and ngtwithstauding the instruc-
tions and admonitions of the Secretary,
and the utmost exertions of his friends,
they passed the hill asit was sent to them.
Congress had refused an appropriation
for moving our troops frum P‘.ouncil
Bluffs to Yellow Stone, & were adopting
measures for reducing our peace esta-
blishment. This was pressing very far
upon the forbearance of the Secretary.
But to limit the recruiting service af-
the warning he had given, particularly
to the Senate, was an evideace of mark-
ed disrespect, calculated to call forth
all the energies of his character. Were
his magnificent schemes to be defeated,
his brilliant prospects to be obscured
from the paltry con.ideration of saviag
a few thousand, or hundred thousan
Dollars? '

He bethought himselfof all the great
things that had been said ef him in the
public papers : He reesliected, although
it had not been formally announced,
that ¢¢South Carolina had given to the
nation, the ablest inan that ever filied
the W ar Deparunent.”  He consider-
ed that it would be thought disgraceful
in the army that the greatest of all pos-
sible Secretaries, should yield to a par-
cel of Radicals in the two Houses of
Congress. He reflected, that - should
this contumacy, particularly on tre part
of the Senate, be countenance:l by the
War Department, it would soon grow
up intva spiric of mutiny, that it might
be difficult to check. by

Besides, some calcnlatiovna alarmed
the Secretary. If the army at the close
of the year 1820, would amount to no
nore than 8,000 men, including the
1.500, to be recruited by the authority
of Congress, when 1in 1817, 1818 and
1819, there had been recruited 12,481
men, in four years there would be a
loss of sixteen thousand including those
ditscharged on the -expiration of their
term of service. It followed from this,
that should the recruiting service be
checked, the aruiy in two years more
would be reduced to a regiment, which
would afford no apology for keeping in
pay, nearly 700 comnmissioned oslcers;
and might - induce Cougress to reduce
the number of officers, which the Father
of the Army ought in no wise to per-
mit.  And should any cousiderable
portion of the officers of the army be
dismissed, it might endanger the elec-
tion of thearmy candidate ; a calamity
at all hazards to be avoided. Under
such circumstances the Secretary did
He determined to
recrait 1,500 men by the authority of
Congress, and 1,711 by the authority
of the War Department. Accordingly
3,211 men were recruited for the ser-
vice of the year 1820.

Whether Congress is to have any
control over the recruiting service, -or
whether it-is to depend upon the wil! of
the Secretary of War, seems a question
not yetsettled. By the 8th section of
the first article of the Constitution of
the United States, Congress shall have
wer ¢ to raise and support armies,”
under which they have presumed to re-
gulate the recrmiting service, both as
to the amount of the appropriation, aund
as fo the number of wen necessary for
that service.

in the case of 1820, they were more
explicit than usual ; they expressly de-
signated the number of men to be
recruited. The words of the act are
*+ for bounties and premiums for fifteei
hiundred recru-ts.” In the act of the
29th of April, 1816, the appropriation
for the recruiting service 1s in these
words : *¢ For bounties and premiums,
fifty-six thousand dollars.” In theact
of the 3d of March, 1817, **¢ for boun-
ties and 1!.vr'et'nimjnﬂ, thirty-twe thousand
dollars.” In the act of the 19th Fe-
bruary, 1818, *¢for bounties and pre-
miums, forty-four thoasand dollars. ™
In the actef the 15th of February, 1819,
¢ for bounties and premiums, sixty-
two thousand five hundred dollars,”—
without desi n%t.n any of these ca-
ses the nun to be recruited. The
number, however, was easily ascertain-
ed by calcwlation. | .

_, The unusual form of a istion
in° this particular for the year 1820,
was evident'y meant as a limitation 1o
the diseresian previously exercised by

{ces that may be transferred to that ser-

1same. or under an appropriation ade-

. 0

L. & ' e

+ ~And. this precaution
was by no means unnecessary, for in
the r 1817, there were recruitedl
3939 men, and in-the year 1818, 4238 :
although Con meant to provide
for the recruiting of no more than 2500
in the former vear, and 3000 in the lat-
ter. The Secretary aunthorized this
excess of recrnitinz over the appropria-
tions, probably uuder some u o

the War Department, by which he v; -
tures te exceed the appropriations Tor
any particular year, & fill up the ranks
of the army as established by law, pro-
vided he can find unexpended balan-

vice. And, itis possible, that in the
last case of 1820, he thought himself,
under the same principle, justified in
dlsreg:m'lmg.the will of Cungress,'ex-
pressed in direct terms.

By the peace establishment of 1813,
the armv. was fixed at 10,000 men ;
but whether the ranks were to be kept
full at all times or not, depended on
the will of Congress as they bclieved,
amd not upon that of the Secretary of
War.' If he had the right to recruit
1711 men in 1820, beyond the number
for which Congress had made the ap-
propriation, he would have had an equal
right to rec uit that number, even if
Congress had made no appropriation
whatever, for the recruiting service of
that year.

The safetv of the countrv requires
that Conrress c'wonld have the power
of controlling the recruiting service.—
In this case it was peculiarly import-
ant, tor they had determined to reduce
the arny, and did reduce it in the
year following.

If the Secretary of War conld thus
recruit men at his pleasure, against the
will of Congress, and they were bound
to appropriate for the pay, subsistence,
and clathing of such recruity; and if
he could make contracts to the amount

and other ohjects connected with the
defence " of the country, and impose
upon Congress the obligation, to make}
the - appropriations necessary for ¢ ry-
itie suth contracts mto effact, then in-
deed, tae Representatives of the Peo-
n'e, presented but a feeble barrier to
the power of the War Departinent.

[t is prohable, however, that Con-
o~eas will ind means hereafter, to res-
train the recruitingservice within proper
houndst and they have alread v, by an
actof the first May, 1820, provided that
no contracts thereafer sﬁall be made
by the heads of any of the departments
-»except under a-law authorzing the

guate to its fulfilment~—and, excepting
algo, contracts malde by the Quarter
“actar's Bopartment, which may be
made by the Secretaries of those De-
partinents.”

If the Secretary of War shall consi-
der this very radical law as binding up-
on him, it witl put an eud to Rip Rap
contracts. - :

Assoon as it was discovered that more
than 3000 men ha? been recruited for
the year 1820. the House of Represent-
atives, on motion of Mr. Tracy, called
npen the Secretary for information up-
on this subject. In answer to which, on
the 2d of Jxnuary 1821, he communicat-
ed the followinglettersand statements—

« Department of War,
30th Dec. 1820. %

« SIR—In reply to the resolution of the
House of Representatives of the 26th inst. re-
quiring a sta'ement from this Department,
shewing the number of so'diers recruited fo
the Army, Juring the year 1820, indicating
the fund from which the expensés of recruiting
had been puaid ; andl whether any unexpend-
ed Lalance of former appropriations had been
used, and in what year said aporopriations
was mude : I enclose reports of the Adjutant
and Inspector General, and the Second Au-
ditor of the Treasury, shewing the number
of recruits and the expenses of the recruiting
service. ' &

It is deemed proper to observe, that altho’
the number of recruits exceed 3000, the Ar-
my has not been so much increased since the
last year.. The difference between the en-
listments and the increase, is accounted for
by the discharges, desertions, and other casu-
aities, during the year, amounting to half as
many as have been enlisted.

[ have the honor to be your obedient ser-
VALL, ! |

J. €. CALHOUN,

Hon. J. W. Tarion,

Speuker of ihe House of Representatives.

e

Adjutant & Inspector GenerulPs Qffice,
J 3uUth Dee, 1820, }
S{R—In answer to that part of the Resolu-
tion of the House of Representatives, requir-
ing the number of snldiers enlisted during this
veur, which you referred to me, I take the Li-
berty to make the following extract, from my
report to you of the secondginst. viz: ¢ Ab-
stract of the recruiting returns for 1820, whole
number enlisted during the year, 3,211.”
The number of recruits for this year is ta-
ken from the returns made to this office, of the
first thrce quarters, and an estunate for the
present guarter. _
1 have the honor to be, with perfect respect,
your obd’t. serv’t \
D. PARKER, Adjt. & Insp. Gen.
The SacrETARTY 0F Wan.
Taeasvry DezArTHRsT,
2d Auditer’s Office, Dec, 23, 1820,
. STR—In compliance with the resvlution of’
the House of Representatives-of the 26th inst.
{ have the honor to transiit to you, herewith,
a statement of the funds out of which the ex-
penses of recruiting for this’ year have been
paid. 1 have the honor to be, very respect.
fully, your obedient servant. .
' WM. LER,

Hon. J. €. €amsoww, Secretary of War:

of millions of dollars, for fortifications|

“settlement of account only ; that 18 to say, a

tence was debited.” | ,

-|dollars

“  STAPBMBNT | #
of recruating have been paid, diin, year
ifsso, in obedience 10 a fe?m:f:hem
of Representativegy dated 26th Dc.1820.

BOUNTIES AND PRE.II!I UMS.

Balance . unexpended |
in the hands of the |
Treasurer of the U. [ =
States on 1st of Jan. -'

1820 3,197,822

Amount appropriated ~ - |
for the vear 1820 21,000,00

Amount refunded to ]
the Treasurer of the
U. States by sundry

persons during the | largersums due from him to the United
year tlgﬁﬂ il 344,01 Sttrgtzs; for-by a report of the- Comp-
A-mcfe?it o}“t‘l’ug:l a:pr:f_ | troller of the Treasury of the 27th De.-
priation on the books Bember, 1822, it  thathe' was 2
of this office, omrset- | delinquent to the ameunt of $115,598
tlement of accounts, | 38, accruing out of advances made o
being balances due him from the 18th of May, 1816,
d;?,:;‘::: Er‘:;l:’;g;{ June, 1819, reported for suit en the
gs" advances made in - 4th of May, 1820. T )
1819 and 1820 26,017, 54 As the sixth item was involved in
Amoun* bro’t to the I some 'obseurifg, Mr. Lee adds ap ex-
credit of thisappro- planatory note, which Mr. Calhoun,
"“;"’“ p t{:"'_‘}d f\he p -} must have takeén for a satisf: elu-
e T e | cidation of the subject, or he would
Amount due by Rob’t. not have made it a part of his Report.
Brent, late paymas- | I have examined this explanatory note
ter general, being = over, and over, and never read auy
P‘;‘; ‘;ir;he advance | thing mere ingeniously perplexed.—
LT R Who would suppose that the dngi
miums, out of the force of a few entries in. the books of
appropriation for? the Second ,AUditOl', by which net 3
ig{l}ﬁ, refunrlled i!: cent was obtained from Mr. tilrmlt, and
20, on settlemen L'y which was not to diminish the geueral
of his account 2’3%55391’133 o3| balance against him to the amount of &

EXPEMNSES OF RECRUITING.

Amount appropriated for the year
1820 . 34,125

Amount available by the Secre-
tary of war for the recruiting > $125,2580G
service of the year 1520 _

EXPENDITURES.

Amount of warrantsis-
sued by the Secrcta-
tary of War to the
26th of Dec. appli-

~ cuble to bounties &
prendumas -

Amount disbursed by
sundry persons ap-
plicable to bounties
and premiums, and
brought to thie debit
of that appropriation
onsctlemsntof . B |
accountd, there be- ¥
ing balanc s due by
them to that am’t.
of sundry specific
appropriations

Amount disbursed to
26th of Dec. on ac-
count of expenses of

- recruiting 18,749 ‘és
Amount expended deducted 66,390 22
I AR

38,610, 17

L]

9,030 42

. e ab
Leaving a balance of appropriati-
ons on the 26th of Dec. 1620, ﬁ} 53,867 %0
Unde the following !
heads, viz—
Bounties &
Expenses of recruiting 15,475 35
—$58,868 80
Treasury Pepartment, 2d Auditor’s Office.
28th Dec. 1820, .
WM. LEE.

NoTts.—-When we say Robert Brent, late
Paymaster General, refunded i 1820 $35,-
364,56, it ought not to be understood that he re-
funded that sum inmoney; he refundeditin

balance being due to him, for disbursements
on account of subsistence, and being a debtor
under the head of bounties and premiums, to
a large amount ; his account aof subsistence
was closed, by carrying a part of tiie balance,
due by him on bounties and premiums; say
$35,364,56 to his debit on that of subsistence,
by which ¢ransaction, bounties and premiums
received a credit on our books; while subsis-,

This statement, which the Secretary
communicated to the House of Repre-
sentatives by way of throwing light up-
on a subject of enquiry, is a most rare
and singular Document. The Radi-
cals were about as wise after this elu-
cidatien as they were before it, as the
Secretary, no doubt, intended (hey
should be. But a paper of this cha-
racter, thus communicated to Con-
gress, deserves a little more attention
than it has received. As to the ba-

26th of December, 1820, nearly the|
whole of it would be expended when

L]

remiums 43,492 456 1
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sundry times, @bd in divers wanper
'As to the sixth item of 285,364 56,
refunded by Robert Brent, itmust hav,
surprized those “who kmew that M.
Brent died in September, 1819, utteriy
insolvent, and a defaulter to the Go.
vernment to a very large amount.
" By a letter of the Comptroller of the
Treasury of the27th of Nevember, 182(,
it ap that ‘a balance was due tq
United States, from Robert Brent, late

1 Parmaster-General, on the books of the
4 Third Awfitor, of,840,911 18. Be-

sides which there were other and much

cent, could authorize the Secretary of
AVar, or any other person, to draw
%35,364 56 from any fund belougiug
to the United States ? :
Robert Brent had expended. more
money upon the article of subsistence
than had been put into his hands fur
that particular purpose, which he took
from monies put into his hands to pay
bounties and premiums y—upon botk
itemg of account, however, there was a
large balance due from him to the Uni-
ted States. It is easy to understand
how Bis subsistence account was bala-

ced by charging it with $35,365 56
which he hﬁ‘ f

| en from the monies in
his hands to pay bounties
and that the balance on |
bounties and premiums should be dimi-

be a convenient mode of ascertain g
the fin:l balance dué from him on b L
accounts, but could be of ne other im-
portance to him or to the United States,
as they were to receive no money trom

any. *But whence
rt Brent refund-

cted to
e mone

not ex
came

ed in/ ¢ settlement of account only.®

Chis is not money : Yet the money

was obtained from some quarter, fur
bounties and premiums cannot be paid

n ¢*'settlement of account only.” «
If this sum of 835,354 56, sard to be

refunded by Robert Brent, but which
never was and neyer will be refunde,
was ‘drawn from the Treasurer of the
United States, as agent for the War
Department, or from the ‘Freasury or
any other fund belonging to' the United
States, after being charged
Brent as if actually
count of his advances for subsistence,
and credited to him as if actually ve-
funded on account of an unexpended
balance of money placed in his hands
to
then applied to the recruiting service of

the year 1820 3 if all this was done

with Robert Breunt, while he was in his

to Robert
paid to him on ac-

pay- bounties and premiams, and

ve and knew nothing of the matter,

it proves, at least, that the Secretary
is very expert at raising the wind.

In June, 1820, Robert Brent was in-

debted to the United States in the sum

of 115,598 38. ‘
his estate utterly insolvent; and this

He was dead, aud

money never has been nor never will be.
refunded. Anattempt to draw money

from such a fund, thussunk in the bow
tomless pit of the Pa
would
hopeless as the attempt of the philoso-
lance of 58,867 80 remaining on the L.E.her of Lamputa to extract sun-beams

s pocket,
ormerly have been deemed as

om cucumbers : But this is mi&e of

improvements, and e!erym yields

all the expenses of the recruiting ser-|to the powers of geniug,

vice of that year should be paid. 'The
bounties, premiums, and pther expen-
ses of recruiting 3,211 men, would a-
mount, according to the estimate fur-
nished by the War Department, to
118,116 63. The amount available
by the Secretary of War for this ser-
vice, as by Mr. Lee’s statement, was
$125,358 03,—leaving a surplus of no
more than 87,141 40. |

The funds out of which bounties and
premiumns were paid for 1820, consist
of six items. The first an unexpended
balance in the hands of the Treasurer
of $3,197 92. 'This balance is net
mentioned in the Secretary’s estimate,
in which he asks $183,925 for recruit-
ing. 5000 men. Congress did not take
it into consideration, or they weuld
hase ypriated a certain sum in ad-
dition to this balance, to recruit 1,500
men. The second isthe sum of 21,000

m intended should be nded, for
ties and premiums for the r)
1820. ﬂ;:ﬂtuu e third, fourth, & fifth{
items, Ber.reurlyconld not suppose

that any body should understand them. |;

He might as well have informed Con-

t 30,000 and upwards
been refunde - Treasuver, {o
and received from persons, a.

It ‘was discovered that llr. Brent

had disbursed 35,364 56 for subsis- .
tence overand above what was charge |

to him on that account. = Tt was though'

t{:at this sum might be paid to him ¢!

the
and close this account of subsistence,
provided he should immediately refund
the same, on account of a very larz>
balance due from him om acéount of
bounties and premiums.

part of the United States to balance

Bot, 12 s
yment and re- would have
n but mere mmerpy-gﬁirm. it wak

discovered that it might be dispensed

with, by a few entries on the booksel
the S‘g.cond Auditor. thnt:r. B:l; _;&!-
therefore, charged with this sum-to close
his subsistence account, and credited
with an gqual sam on account of bour:
ties and premiums ; by which transsc
tinn, s the u
‘to have said manmavre) ¢ boun-

ted, and all that Con-rﬁ“.ndmmwauditou

our books while subsistence was debit-
ed 5 and the credit thus. obtained was

e el

premiums, |

account of

nished by that amount. This mi it

him on either account, and surely were

- Auditer, (he
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