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P‘ presacnt Palitical Situadion, conjains o much useful information arc

..:,.,,‘- and is written in '-f)!e »0 well adapted o the uvders ancings

' f""* at large. that we think e shall be repdering pablic scrvice
ot
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Washkipgton, March 1, .1813.

GENTLENEN,
AT a crisis porteqtous and alarming. when cng.:'*td in war*

+tul Nation for the preservation of our esseiitial

t.h a wE

,w‘P[ud._ .m it my duty, without apology,fo lay befor:
s 4. a brief JLetch of the causcs which have to that staw
 ikings ; togeiher with such information as' I possessygand

a letter will permit.

, Tt would have been to me, fellow-cidzens, a sourceé 0{ pleas
grablc reflection, could I hive communicated to you, that
de enemy, sensible of his injustice towards us, had, at last.

wtraced his steps, and made Q'fpangm for the injuries and
s

. psalts wantonly heaped @ap on the contrary, I re-
w0 staze thot, notwithst: mdihg the pacific advances, on the

P‘” of our’ Governmeat, his t.onduct has been Lss:.ntnal]s

ghich the cOWMPass ef

gherwisc.

---.:,FR;DAY, 5!5' RIL 16, 1813." .

its ~atience and Iong)guﬂ'fring under injustice dnd"'
an ! the imperious necessity which finally ‘compelle
pe:l to armsyin defence of our essential rights.

irdérs in’Cobuncil, were the most prominent causes of th
vhich was dec\art:d to exist between the United Staté:

:ame, actually at war upon the United States. We had see
from an cfficial communicatiom made to Congress, (a copy
which is now ip my possession) that upw.trds of Six

It

I of war, and compelled to ﬁght the battles of the British Nation ;|

that they wer¢ frequently méide the instrum:nts of oppression |

vice without any reasonable hope of returning todtheir friends
their country. At ene time, under her Bl
we beheld her insolently demanding al

o

her allies, to ¢all at a ‘British port and paya very heavy transit
'dute or tax,on the cargo of American produce, in order to be
secured from capture by her own cruizers, and graciously per-
mitted by His Majesty to proceeJ to trade with any other N.u
tion—Finally, she simply. prohibited our trade with other Na-,
tons altogether, under penalty of seizure and condemnation.
Thus requiring that all American produce shauld be brought
to her 0w marke’s, in order that she might buy it at her own
price, and carry it herself to other powers where it was in de-
mand and would bring a good price. Would submission t0 |
this be the way to protect.the rights of the Farmer, the Plan-|

§ At the commencement of -the ﬂr between the two great
Powers of *Europe, America, Just rccovered from her own |
Rerolutionary Struggles, by which our'gloriovs Independence

ter -r the Pl uuwhman P W uu"ld it be more aprecable to the
fee nys of any American to pay atax to (rreat-Bntam forleave
to ewrry his produee to the hest market, than to pay it to his

ws stchieved, and at peace with the world, was reposing un-
der the bcmgn influcnce of a Govirnment founded upon cqual |
rishts, and having for its object the happiness of man, admi- |
pistered by a Washipgton, the Father of his Country. Her |
7rnng commierce keeping pace with her industry, increased, |
2 2 few years, her commercial shipping beyond the demands
o the real American trade, and was wafiing her surplus pro-
docts to every market, thereby aflording to the Farmer and
+ Planter o foir rrlcc for his honest labour. © Under circum-
gaces thus auspicious, she was fast advancing to the fulfil-
Bnt of hlr'}'i,h k‘f‘stlnle‘. “hlth could have been arrested
i hx the wicked attempts of er Powers and their emis-
urics, to undermine her essentifl’ rights, sap the foundation
of herliberties, and thereby ]t‘Opal‘dlZi her peace and prospe-
mv. - In thic sitnationy the U.States had important political
pd commercial relations with hpth France and Eprland, who
began to extend their belligerent prett nsions to the destruc-
prnd' our neutral commerre, A trade In which the PCOPIC of
this countrv were dctp'\ interested.
Great-PBritain early commenced her abominable mctnce of ||
Impressment—a pr.rrt:cc which though affording just cadse
of war, w; S, fnr a qcr*s of Years, onlv maflc thc gfound of
roonstrance aned negociation. At length, the bdligrrt.nt
Powers of Forope. rogardiess of all N tional Law, afd con-
wrtye eevier o right, adopted their ille gitimate Blockades
o Orders and Decrees, which 1aid prostrate everv Neutral
Rivht, and swent from the highwav of Nations nearly the
'__nolc of ov- Commerce. But the United States, sincere ly &
disposed to pres/#oc Peace with th~ “whole World, sti®! relying
o negociation an‘i the justice of their claims, inv aranmam-
ea~h an ympertial Ncoutralitv—and, whilst
veefing over their {olly, took no other interest in th: ‘ir wars
ad tarmoils, tha” *o avoid, if pessible, falling inte the vortex.
- With these viev s, about thc vears 18072"8, when it was be-
ied that our affrire with one or both of thmc Nations were
®ming to a criss, coBovernment, o order to avert the jm-
Pading storm, thoueht propc? to resort to the embargo, which
¥is succeeded b the Non- nnportannn Law ; thus retiring
from the Ocean. as d ceasing, for a time, to exercise an essen-
Wl prerogat]ve 0 sovereigm );own-n measure marked by a
Yetifice, fo- extent 'md duration, without a parallel, and re-
wrted to as the onlv al*srnative to avoid war or submission.
_ [wag . among t‘*n-n u}m thought the Embargo and testric-
Wve svstem o proper course, and still believe that] if it ‘conld
bave been rigidly executed; it would ‘have produced thé®le-
tired effects Bnt, 'n cortain parts of the UTnite! States, a epirit
edl"“‘ ity POt e e aAcTimonious tha.mplacablc. was cherish-
. :"W‘!t 1t, fram the moment the a¢t was signed until it waa
. ‘“’;“Cd Mpry puhlic papers, and manv public men, para-
mn‘ of opposition, 'mder whose #fuence these papers Wwere
. Cucted, ‘\‘Lnlv condemned the Act, and the_makers of it,
‘A‘.rc first; an?! gfcc s inWiged in the hab:t of con-
» }‘\mm- the. Chic 1gistr1te who recomgmended it,
“-““”? mad very frcr--‘ust v in terms, tHe raneour of which

zined townrle

{Pringe Regent's proclamation of the 21st of April, 1812, and

own Gov.ormment, to prouct defend and preserve our esscn-
tial rights ¢ 1 think not ; and every Amecrican that thinks
-with me, will ruily around his own Government.  We had seen

- Nowcmber, 1807, under the British Blﬁckadcs, and 389 sub-
'scqnent to that time, under the Orders in Council, making in
the whole upwards of nine hundred. Thus all-hope of a tree
,and fair trade was blasted, and th: Neutrality of Amcricasub-
veried : And finally, though Great-Britain Jyad uniformly
‘rested the justification of her unrighteous ecicts upon the
existence of the French Decrees; and though the latter had ||
‘been so modified as to cease to operate upon the American
trade from the 1st of November, 1810, she unbl(
sisted in maintairing them, notw 1thstandlng her most solemn |!
assurances to proceed pari passu in this repeal, with the ex-
Ginction of her alledged cause for their production. Sce the

the letter of the British Minister to the Sccretary of Statc,
 dated the 10th of ]unc, 1812, a féew days before the war was/|

gPit toapa":'C.u ntry,

[he British practice of Impressment, their Blockhd:es ai

sreat-Britain, on the 18th day of June, 1812. Previous to
that Declaration, Great=Britain was in reality, though not in

to twir fricnds and countrymen, and carricd into.distant ser-

kades and Or--
m‘mr:can vesa |
Bound to any foreign port, other than her own or those of |

from official documents laid before Congress, that 528 Ameri-|
can vessels and cargoes had been captured previous to the 11th |

hmgly per- |

; for she .Cba.mtc .
‘that she did’ not.
|, war in defence of -bur rnrﬁ';s. S Gl

{ Notwithstanding the declaratlon ofﬂu m, _.the SWM j
o scarcely been. tnsheathed, befere’ ﬁhe’ ,Pu,ndent‘
| view to proc’tn't: péade, and put an end to’ }:anﬂstso u&l 7
'tamly engaged in, make proposals to the i 'sh*ﬁoﬁﬁdlmﬁ , ‘,1 E
| for'an ax;m:stxce,, upon terms, thé %&cc Df‘w}hc“h it would --», »
| seem no pation couid have refused td accept.. “These aré con=,
;pmed m the Jéttersof istpuction from the Secretary of Staaﬁ-

of the of June:and 27th Julyy, 1812, to’ Mr: Russell, o

Chirges d’Aﬁa;rcs' at. London, wherem he says: ¢ If'th

L
rpose

-

| Thou- l
sand Ameriean Citizens had been impressed into British ShlPS

* Orders ip Council are repeéaled, and no xllqgak Blockad o
|* are subsy ¥d to them, and orders are given g:n/dtséontlmmm
“ the imp ent of bur seamen. from our vessels;- and

1
“
(1
ol
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to restore those already: impres.sed ihere‘is no-feason why |
hostilities should not. xmmcdlat¢ Indemtnes for
njuries received under the Ccﬁuifﬂ, and Ol:hct’
Edlcts violating olr ngh.s, shemsto b¢ mcndﬁnt‘tb their. —r‘ed
But the President is willing thﬁtathe considerat u)l

that claim should not be pressed-.at hlﬁe, sd ad to rﬁn,
tcrf::re with the prc'lnm ﬁl’t‘!ﬁl@mﬂ'ﬁt As
an mducema.nt to the Brmsh qurernment to dxscami“ﬁu thﬂ‘
practice of impressment front ocur.vessels, by which alone
our scamen can be made secure, ‘you are authdhaed- to stl* :
pulate a prohsztmn by law, to be tocal, ‘of t‘le‘emp}o g i s
ment of British seamen ihthe publico ﬂunarclal scrh
of the United States.”” - - 9n W c‘ %
Was the deﬁ’v&ry of €anada« made a cond ? C mﬂf‘ ' .-; -
inot. Then how is’it that gentlémen i tthpomtloncan"eh- " g
dcavour to-misiead-the people, by petspading:them to, belie\ra ,—e :
that we are fighting for Canadi, "amﬁfonthe conqueést; as. Y
say, of foreign territory. The fact is not so. Was )
treacherous surrender of an army, in €anada? No—it | was R 1t
in our OWM territory+ - Was the battle at-Brownstown, j s
nada?! No—it'was in our own territory. Was Gm FLTEE" % |
chester’s engagement, in Canada?  No—it was also, an- t&l . &
side 1§ line.  Was the battle with CaRt' #wsyth at Og:rlenao : ‘-._ ’
burg, on the Canada side ? * Né—it was in one of the old ihiry
teen United States. Was the capguré of ﬂnﬁah-
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mnac by the British, and their ted allie ious to 2 know= .
'ledge of the war at that Fort, in Canada? - No—it was alse -
within.our territory. How, th-pri., is.it that epetple cam v:
lic soabominably in saying that.wé are in BGE r of hei
invaded, when the fact is that we are invadc&‘ and Fort M:-s
(h:hmnkmac wis taken before hews of the waF F reached '
place—and when, too, almost every tle has Been. for g!'lt +*
on this side the Canada line 2’ ' And' yet some then;svhe wu'l;

! to be promoted to the honorablesgtation of cne of the G‘u:l,% e
dians of the Nation’s Rtghts,ﬂﬂ'ave uniformly” voted against ’h_f
every thing havmg in view the raising of ditherten or Q‘m-', &
ey to carry on the war, and to preparg.us to- dcw [onrs
| selves. The proposition made by thé President to the ritish

‘¢

i 1)

declared, announcing the fixcd purpose ‘of that Government to
. per-evere in the offensive course so long pursued towards thxs}
Country; though the French® decrces were repealed so faras|
| they rcs[xucd the U. States. We had-seen itin proof, {rom au- |
thLllth documents luid before Congress, that she had unplovéd
a sccret agent, and sent him into the bgsom ef oar Country to
fight up the flames of discord. and civil war, to destroy the
/U .ion of these States and - the G6vernment ot our choice »—
'She hud fircd upon our coasters, and murdered our gitizens:
—5he had tried - an Amcrican as a deserter, and éxecuted
'him :—She had attacked two of our national frigatcs, for one
|of which she had made O atonement for upwards ot five years, |
':m& then, at a time, and in 2 manncr, which proved it to have
(been the effect of a tunpuﬂzmg palicy, rather than a sincere
desire for peace :—She had recentiy fur nished the Bavages on
our fronticrs with arms and ammuuition, and excited them to
the ‘aciual and indiscriminate murder of our innecent mien,
women and children within our own territority.

Io fact, the conduct of the British Government, from the
closc of the Revolution down to the present day, has been
little other than a tissue of bad faith ahd aggression towards
Fchis country, evincive only of her iil-will excited by the issue
of that important struggle—her jealousy cf us as a rival'in|
COMMETEE, hcr dctgrmmauon*w injure and degrade Us«
Att allghfs, -dome of Casdtnagh’ “ Friends

gt}s o dcclan that the¥ause of War had ceased on
thc 23d of |

|

l

une last—because, forsooth, Great-Britain had in-
umated her willingness to suspénd heg) Ordnrs m Council, re-

serving to herself ir:: righ t to revive *m whenever she might
think proper to do so—In fact, she modgstly asked us to give.
up our opposu{on to that violatjori of our ngl"bv an acxnow-
ledgement that she should hiave the right to-contutue it at her
pleasure.~ Thus, td’SE the words of an American paftriot,

% whilst sheggvaved the témporary use of the rodshc suspended

1

fwtd by théir coarseness and malignity. . Yet¥it

. lm- it{/* itin terrsvem over oxtlx‘:)eads." But lct her have credit for as
- been obvicus to all reflecting minds, that when th*much as it is wo then how stands the case, even sup- ||
“:' Tﬁ. ¥e system should be abandoned, a choi@@would be left {posing she had repealed hﬁordcrg which, by-the ‘by Lean-
= ‘Ween wor an b aubatission. It was, in substance, ulti- {{not admit ? Every other cause of complamt still s in

«.' abandoned g and whilst we were ncgomatmg. ,Gncat- fu'l force, Yes—the enslayement of thousands of ou - people ||
_HN“ ’?9 plundez # our property and enslaving our people. ‘by her practice of impressui#fikgemains unatoned for and still
¥ hoally mipts af Negociation were pros |’ Eoral in.+ *“ When nationSalengaged in war, thode ﬂ&’h !
Ce mdk y the medmt use Then the National [ in cditroversy which are pot' acknowledged by tbeﬁ'ﬂf)'
iy wes bctv.ren th evils, war and 1| “ of peacey are doned.” .. " 1 whos preparcd to say that
of the ons preferfed to a base sérrender || Amcrican Seamen shall be sn g the victims of the Bri- l
s essential rig w the Nation t thenceforth becdamerthe || tish ucepf impressment ? ) 1€ lmerican wdi say it.
%hﬂ:g:; mA:k‘"tll:nWm unitg, in cause o: l:,” belpved. N ﬁru 3 avew its ‘ %
e ar wm possl in mﬂa ‘ l't is - worthy of remar that we at no time
:'R:J' speedy and h | - t.he ‘néce of aendmﬁ. ellmnter to G Bﬂ ‘
o gh it wou!d be as as lmmnlutmg to d‘ilxhc Ixy had ever
P'ﬂlous m la _ :
& J'lpom

IGorvernrn-::nt, fair and reasonable -as it is, was-rejected with
contempt. Now, after the ré_)ectlofr of apr?;posi{hpn to atrest '5
the calamities of the War, what, metive can be ascribedto tﬁé ;:
‘British Gevernmient for its contmuapcc’ And what 1 is more
cxtraordinary, let mie ask, what metive shou’ld bé as d to ,
an ‘American lagzslator foi oppesing the ways and m for |
"our own defénce in sach a mttmtxoa"’ Can ‘this be_the. m .
get pcace? No. It is-the way to degrade ahd smk ‘odr o i
Gorernment, in order that the 0pp05ui‘on ‘rparty m&yn xi g
umphaur:y into power. t
For npwards of thirty years; we have seenthht Amqrm g *’ &
can govern themselves, spurn then the td.f:a ofﬁ'lqse 1’ lmc:;ms*‘ ¥
who say, that free Govemmcnts are not caleulated :‘fhcd 4
to detend the rights of the ntion by war Whal; 'gay
people concerning the Revﬁl War? It wes j just, ig
the uaiversal reply: - Had ouréathers paused, and eﬁtcrc:d
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juto those cald and paralyzmg caleulations of - shillings and
pence; and the teverses mmgled i contest, we magh have

to this day the vassals of-a” ‘nation,. se"‘oare
cnormities have weil nigh shaken her: exis - to ‘its J |

foundation. Yes; fellow-citizensg oub gffﬁp rin ;
b.vvd would have been the of 'w " iy
our purses would have been draniid;o@u tahlighe )ft L
Religih, and the Juxury and “¢orruption nt jve yals .--

But, happy for us, they dﬁternm.mm:fp1 qmgmse. Th'.tﬁcn‘{’h

ficed their own personal | pmc their hotnes, andaﬁyuy
thing that was déar, aml reared for us Temple of L
It is this Temple WE ngw inhabit ; an¢. s with us to dem-q '!‘i'

mine, whether ouf ren shall‘possess it/after s, or w*-'g
ther we will forg the chamsﬁ::r thcn‘ futufe thra}don,

I Believe the Ameficant _eople may conscie tppeﬁ
to Hlm, who ho atw!is, that 'lhcag Go-

P

géstinies of

% "

v:gorom;ly pmSecute I
shall gbandon the impt
the plur[dcr of . ¢
It is to' be.
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