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o hoosing clectors of Presi-
‘Ot:kl:lf ;'v:o-Pfsﬂidm of the Unit-

Jeo
: that mode jo bt by
&% fec, b and direct, vote of the
ople in single districts ; qualifying
r;etigh"‘“ﬂ"se by the same rules

ghich the states have respectively pre- !

vod for the choice of nta-
:ﬁd_.u object only to be ‘attained
5 amendiog the consttution

[ am scasible of the delicaty of
cogiog any important features of
this great Tharter of our government.
[ belicye it would be betier (to sufler |
giger tvils than to lay our hanc.l.;
rashic apuD it 80 much sanstion .wsll |
s derive from the length of usage, as |
y¢l 2 from a recolicciion of the pure |
day whep it was framed. Coosider-
. however, that the iostrument |
braces & provisiga for its own a-|

mtr.~ = .
lmentinsuch insthuces &s expert- |

meoes . =
cace mght prove it to be delcctive;
belie¥ic g MORCOVeET, that io this parti- !
coler the reasons in favor ofthe amend - |
oot are 50 imp:rious, s ‘0 Lutweigh
ev+y counteivailing comsideratioh, ¢
bave felt it my duty to « fer this propo-
sition to the bouse. I will endexnvor |
i wssign such reasons io favor of the
measure, 3¢ appear to me most forci-
be; tho’ I fear 1 shall_not be so fors
tnatz 23 to be able to presetr them in |
such form, as 1o entitle thesn to a fas
yorable consideration. .

lu fiee plegtive gavernments much |
of their stabiisty will depend on such |
m exercise of the elective franchise |

s Wil cosure tranguility e the ap-|

priotment of their pripaipal officers ; |

atsuch junctares Jhey will expericace
thet? peatest trizls.  Thag this has
been long  settied opinion will be il-
lestrated by this fact,thet &t is Irom
s very consideration the advocates !
of bereditary succession draw their
the! a7gument, and have long suc- |
teeCsd 1o convincing the world, that
o avoid the popular cgmmotion
which wugld flow fium the exercist
¢of the elective prvilege, it was prefcr-
i W commit to chspee the appoiol-
mert ¢l the first magistrale ol a na-
tot.
W= parucular in establishing such a
mode of choosing our first pxccative
elicer on such fair and simtple priaci-
Ples 28 1o enstire the most groeral sa-
“{""Oﬂ‘ and thercby the most rap-
fuity. It will then be of litt.e avail
“hal turn parties or politics may take ;
i evils be experienced under any
une of measures; the people who |
bear 10d who feel them will io a short
Mol make the necepsary amend-
<2t by 2 fair expression of the pub-

hc =u!f:.rgc,
That seme un form. methos! of dpe

Paateg eiectors should be adopted,
L'.t fesson of the Case as well as
::ftnﬁin ‘fh.".'t _'c:'pcric.mc_ dclfl‘Ol'l*
3 o I'his wil' secure a Justegrlas
u‘n”-‘;-r; redative we ght .:Jf.'.'.c states, |
- Ilc‘fl"fc Statc having a regard |
e b i
€ 1 its vete in pro- |

' »
& |

gt‘-’_-?n pelitical opinicos are divi- |
L giving unly afair balance in the |
“toral scale ; whilea sisier sgate e- |
r‘:‘h-"_'f Aot more divided io opioin |
;:::uonal woliucs, will g!ve an yadi- |
(o 'O in the opposite beale., It |
, 1473 po calculation to ste that in
r:{ ;E)' amaa maj"u cleqted to the
. ctfof the nation by & midority
Vg candi the pecple, whilk aw oppo-
Nt rldau. with two thirds of the
il e of ,ablie scoliment ib his favor
rejected.  That this is unjust

|| and uniform rale upon this subject?
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than from aoy belief of its abstract
propricty, misny of the states have
been driven into the measure. The
question again retarrs ; if the states
are obliged to resort (us some of them
will reluctantly, I know) to a system
of preservingtheir proportional weight
why not establish at once a fair, equal

a rule which every man’s justice and
good sense will approve, aotl which
will appear most coogenial with our
free form of goveromicni. It by this
ru'e any state will gain or lose in rela-
tion to its prescnt comparative weight,
itwill lose only whatin justice itought.

It illy comports with the digoity or
the real interests of this great conle-
deracy to suffer this struggling a-
mong the states for the advantages o-
ver cach other. Yet so long as the
subject is left at large, conteading par-
ties will resort to it for present purpo-
se<.. OQught we not then to fixa regu.
lar system which shall overlook the
littke interests of the moment, and
such as will be just »nd fair under any
change of circumstances and in the
Fremotest times ?

We mast expect much agitation in
the 1< mind at the approach of |
cach period of election, as well from |

"1 We need only look back to our late e.
| lection for evid-nce of this.

| voting lor the electors, the General

Our care catinot, therefore, be ||

‘| formed that a similar diflerence exis-
1ted between the two houses of the

Husage, [ would instance the state to
L&Iwh?ch I have the honor to belong.—

* M evident as that the fights of men
:'f; ‘qual. T am aware ofg:ic soswer
: "““ may be made to this; that the
‘u:i“-*lity may be prevented by each
L, '@itating the example of those
- 'fnat adfxpt amode o! giving a u-
s vole.  This may be gone ; and

T 158 idea of seli-defetce, rather

contending parties in the same state, |
' as from the states themselves. The }
'majority will endeavor to sccure an |
jindividual vole to the candidate they |
“may espouse, and to leave the minor |
'division unheard io the coliege of e |
lectors ; while this will be resisted |
with all the art and i1psinuation a mi-!
nority can command, even to the ha-
' sard of lesiag the vote of the state en.
‘virefy. This wiil be the ground of
much crimination and recrimination,
which aaturally produce an irritation
io the public feelings slways unplea-
sunt and often dangerous,

At the eve of cur elections sudden
changes will be made, or attempted,
to ansyrer the emergeacy. One in-
'stance will be used as a precedent for
others lees justifiable, uniil the people
will have lost all confidence in the ex
ercise of this importaot suffrage.—

In the
state of New Jersev, at the mom:nt
wheughe prople were about to exer-
cise their long accustomed rights of

 Assemy'v met, and deeming it not
‘prudcnt to trdst the election to the
'vote of the people, repealed the law
. on the subject. and vested that power

| in their own body, and accordingly
appointed their own electors.  When |
| these cases occur at this day, what
,!m.-y we expect when the parties arc
| more virulent and menless virtuous.
About the same time this subject was
long disputed between the two branch.
'es of the Assemb'y of Masszchusetts.
Alter much disagreeable jarring it
ha that a compromise was ef-
fected between the two houses, each
havinginsister on the best terms which
it could get for the purposes of their
respective parties. [ have beea io-

Peard: lvdeia legidlature on a former |
occasion, and that it was not until the

timne had nearly cfzps"cd that a comjitos |
| mise was ¢ffz¢ted; and the votes of the |
ftate saved. Itispot pretended that |
these compromiises, were sctiled on |

|| the fair principles of public seatiment. :

| Fhey were mere bareains in which
the parties were on'y influenced by a
view to their own purposes: ¥

To shew the prefercnce of a regular
plan, not liable 10 sudden changes,
where it will become consicrated by

In N. Caroliaa almost ever since the
government dommenced, the method
proposed by this resolution has pre-
vailed, lo consequence of which,the
most perfect harmony had been kept
‘tup. I ip suy distritt an election was
f warmly comtested, this faused no ex-
citement beyond the limis of the par-
tictdar district ; and within each dis.
trict the contest was soon ended ; the
failing would rest contented under the
reflection that the suffrages wese faicly

jweighed. Different parties would

| the national

prevail in differeat '_distri'c':to;, in prd-
portion to the political divisions which

!might exist; and of course no politi-

gratification of success wheoever their |

vious to the last election, however, '
the accustomed mode was changed, |
and the power cf choosing electors
for the time, was given to the sue-,
ceeding legislatare.  This changs |
caused more agitation over the state
than had been witnessed siace the go- |
vernment commenced. At the ses-
sion of the legislature when this pow- |
er was to be exercised, it was nog
without much difficulty and much di:-
agreeable debatz and irritation that
they made the choice of cleciors,—
After which the former district pian
was re established, and a resoluticn
passed by a unanimous vote in both
branches recommending the principle |
of the amendment now proposed, cxa!
tending it also to representatives.
While this election is left to the re- |
gulation of the state legislatures, it
will have a necessary tendency to in- |
termix state and general politics. Ino |
most states the regular dutis of legiss |
latioa ate of a differcot character from
the subject of national politics, and |
therefore should not be confused to-
gzther. A state will better attend |
to its interpal affairs where its le;sla. |
ture is as little as possible engag-d in |
forming electoral tickets or planning’
modes of clection favorable topolitical .
views, ) I

| !
| I have conhiued my remarks to the || p

 reasons why it would be advisable to
have some uniform fixed mode, on |
fair principless I would urge as a
particular reason for viewing the Pre-
sidential elgction as impeortant in rels« |
'tion to the regularity and harmony of
| conducting it, the coincsdence of time
ithroughout the pation. Every state
heing engaged at the same momcnt

may thereipre be more general and
dangerous than that which may at-
tend such occasions in more limiici
scctions.

In eoquiring what mode will be
| most advisable to estab.ish as a uni-
form rule for the appointment of elec-
tors, but three pl :
|selves: That by the vote of the peo-
iple in districts, as proposed; an clec=
tion by a gencral ticket; an appoint-
meant by the vote of the state legis'a-
tures. These are the only modes, one
‘or other of which the several statcs
_have had in use, ], |

The plan now presented appears to
me most congeninl with the free $pi-
rit of our gov:-rnmctit, and the most
fair and simple in its operation if we
still retain our frst political maxim,
that *all legicimate power is derived

the direct channél through which this
power can be eonveniently communi-
cated isto be preferredi No method
is sc direct as that by which a man
makes his own ticket, and votes it—
no mode is more convenient thao that
by a single districta  No qualification
of suffrage will be so reasoaable as that
which adopts the rule which the statcs |
have prescribed: {
in each district the candidates will |
\ most probably be knowa ecither in per-
son or character to the people, and |
they will know the interests of the
peaple, whese opinions they propose '
| to represent, and the persons to whom |
they will be responsable for faithfully
performing their trust,  Every sec-
tionof our great community, howe-!
ver diversified in interest, Will be dis-
ltinctly heard 1o the choice of the per-
sorf who is to adnrmister the laws.—
This being fair to all intercsid and |
parties, will most p,obably produce!
! geoeral satisfactiony If diffeientsen-
timents or interests exist in any state, |
those sentiments or interests should
o their ¢ proportion be put isto
PI’OPCJ‘:‘_:::(’ the ﬁ't'r, reanltf

\of the whale Will point out the true na-
tional represéntation.

. Political parties will be less section- f
‘al than in any other plan, where cach |

cal party in the general resuit was ex. | try.-: When the states give un entire
clusively gratified, each shared in the | vote it may frequently happen ibat

|| self-appainted committee will be re quir- || v ‘each :  of
ed to torm a cickst fur the state, which |1 fority of the people -.f the natio is nse
is inclispensible in aoy other moure ge- “r ecrtain to prevajl, uoless the division

lin the same choice, the commotion |!

ana present them- |

from the people,’ it must result that |

will no-'tso prqbabljv be. identified biz "prwaiﬁg 7 Ladic, at E;tr;‘:cw,

gevgraphicai sectionsyhut more ipter~  this would seem to give an “Y‘Wt?g
rsed over all sections of the coun- 'to the small states, inasmazh as the

-each £nd of the union will givea unit-

'was nearly the case at the las Presi- |
| dential election. Fhis happening to |
'be the case habiroally for w few peri-|
' ods, the political parties will gradual-|
ly assume a geographical choracter.!
A man &.cted bv thé entire vores of |
one end of the Union will be looked |
at by the other end not as the rgpre-|
sentative of the pation, but rather as:
the bead of the party, and that paity
a local sectional bone. "

In the districe plan no coucuso r

importance entitled them to it. Pre- i‘ ed vote in oppositionto the othier, as ! ver exisiBut where the equal

:

balsnce of votesin a small gtate may
be equal, or may exceed those ‘of 3
latge.one, . This, hoﬁafcﬁ_'lﬂ ns-
bty of oy
Titical parties ia the latter wit besuch
as neariy:to nedtralise tlie state, when
it will bfjuxt. Where a 5('.1!%: i; i;rg-‘.
cisely divided inits votes,. it. starids
n-utral, and no han cag say it 6&35:

not, . -If this be just'i{thcb; in propsre

ﬁon'aé thc eq.uauly dif\ni*nishq'a ..;t:V.CI'.I
until it approdches 4. woabimity, in |
that proportion only OUght!ft‘h' < Minje-
rity to prevail in the college of elecs
101'3.;_ ) L o e . 5

By any mode of giving an entire

.
i

oeral mode of p::pulfnr election, for
otherwise a gener-l concert in select-
ing could ot well take place. The
i people will be free from the imposing

Nor will they be lialle to imposizion
by spurus tickets, where every man
will know the person for whom he
votes ; very differcnt will be the case
where a collective number of caadi-
datcs are named on the same ticket |
with all of whom, very few iodividu- |
als in any one section of the state wiil |
| be a-quarnted ; thena ticket willgsin |
{currency by the title that mav be en- |
| dorsed on it, or the nime of some |
rominent characier placed at the
head of the list. From this circim-
| stance much fraud may be practised
with effe-t ; asit will be very diff-
cult to detectimyositions that may be
offered at the various clection grounds
in a state,  T'his king! of imposition
was, if my information is correct,
practised in the state of Ohio at the
last presidential election; by which
| two separate tickets were introduced |

A

| purporting to be for the same candi- |
dite, which had the efirct of divest-|
ing tro.d him a part of his éhppurt,l
thoagh to a small extent. | !

An important advantag= cf district |
!clc-..tif)ns 18 that the a; » :tion artcnd-'l
ing these occasivas, huwever highly |
 excited, wiil bs conlaed to the himits |
 of detached districts, and wrl be ane|
' known anl unleit elsewheres The,
general tranquility of thestate will re
maia undisiurbed by any geaeral |
cause ofcxcitement, I may add, the !
| coinparatively small impsrtance of a |
' s:ngle electicn. will render it 24 ob-!
ject less deserving very cxtraordina-
'y exertion; ard thercfure iu the.
same lifaits the momentum ot public
agitaiion will be less, than when the

votes of the stated :

In a state having agy tolerable di-
vision of politicul sentiment, there will
probably Lse a variance as (o the results
in the different districts which will be
gratifyiug to the oue side & the other
 respectively, wherever the oae or the.
other may havethemosirelativeweighic |
Aand from this mawal satisfdctiun we
are 10 e2pect more gen-ral tranguili-
ty, than when the be.» -durnlogs of
disappointhent are appiicd excitsive

state, while trivmph of cuccess eaclu-
sivcly attends the otherd  ltis a ule
of policy which applies to ull public|
mcasures, and more especially. to the
concerns of a pation, that negxXe to the
object ot ucting rightly is thut of reai-
dering general sausfaction. ,

Electioas will be best  secured a-

y the scai-

this powser (s exercised :
Wherethis

wred freemen dt large.,

point, Wby a legislative vote; désigo-
ing men will have more mducemeénti
to offer corrupt iofluence ; and in
times less viriwousa fcw powerful men
may be able to effect the elevation of
an individuat whom the nation may
believe to by uaworthy. ,

The proposed methdd will arrive
the nearest at a fuir equalily between
the relalive weight of the st tes, tes-
pect being rad to the proporaonal di-

isinglc district gives a distitict vote,

'the political character of the votssilvision of political interest that may |,

ly to cne poiitical denominatioa ia toe |

saint falrigie and Eorr ‘p_n‘a’n" where ||
H

trust is centered as it were in a siige ||

vate to-each stage, tfie wid of the ra-"

of .public sentiment shall be in the
saitie_proportiop io eah. ' A stoie,

 however divided, will give the same

‘influeace of a nominated ticket, and ! Aimous.
wiil be able to fix ou their owh candi- | leftto decide the clection of a Piee

(dates with a fair prospect of syccess, | sident, all the other states huviog giva

general resuit was to give the united

| his divisional line ?

| united vote with a state however una-

Suppose two sta.es were

‘cpan efjualvotevo Aandto B, The
| one state entitied to ‘39 the other -to
20 electors.  TRe smalier statz were
unanimously in ?,;\E'Or. of A’s clection
and aiso nine twratieths of the larger

i —the eleven twentistios_of the larger

state ouly being in favor of B.  What
would be ihe result? Though A
swill have 28 votes.and B only 11, yet
oy, a general vote B will bé electeds
Thiugh aminorigy wiil in every mode
be left, vet it requires no calculation
to see that ip single districts this will
be the smallest possible, |
b There js in most staies some di-
 versity of political interest, and inno o-
ther way:can cach be heard thanby a
distri.t el-ctioa, . :

In the mode of appointrient by a
Lcgislative vote, this privilege is une
ne€ ssirily removed a degrec fartner
\Jrom'the peop’e, who are the fountzin
-of po'itical power, Ani in the eivca
| tioa by genz-al tickot the poer is vies

from them.  For this ticket muat of -
cecessity be formed by a cancus of
the state ds<embiv or by s me ovrler
colle: tinn ofindividaals. . T isnomsie
natbon in a stdte th. Uzh not ubligaioe
ry vet, it is pot in ths powes of the
peuple to oppase it successfully, tho’
a part ot the ‘wheie of the. persons
oamcd should be obuor:.u-, daless
by a similat; coticert.of otier ndivia
duals who miy tike upon themsclves
to maoulacture a tizket 11 opposition,
and in reality the on'y a'ternative with
the voter; is either to decline his right
+f vote with possibility of effect, or
give hisdid {0 ene ot other of the ha-
oufactdred tickets. .

A réason against any mode of give
ing the undivided votes of the states,
ot all others the most important; dad
most affecting the vital existence of
il{?e union, isits tendency towards a -
| geograpliieal scverance of partizs, By
!thl;: priacisle of seit-defence all the:
' slates mut adopt tuch » mode, unless

{1+ utform plan is est Hlished 3 indeed

,thcy have rearly all so acted at the
Hust-eleclion as to give Goanimous
votes ; and by this“ineans. & whole
scctiont of the unico, withd emall cxe
cepeion, voled for one’ iadividual,
 whiiié the oppasite stction supporied
is opponent; and these sections are
i divided by regular state lines. Now.
| does a chiel magistiate so clected ap-
pear to représent the whoie union P
And will not & smail sumber of repes
titions of such' events naturally draw
he oppofitle parties in locking'toward
their opponeats to look directiy across
The states
North awd Eastof Penosyivania aod

Maryland, wretr the exception of one

small siate, wore by ‘the mapaer of
votiog, udanimouusly opposcd in the

election of the candidate wbo suce

ceeded ; while the states south and

west were entirely ‘gnanimous in his.
tavors This seems cvidently a di cc§
advance toward a sepaiacion of Ja=
ties nv geographical boundal.‘igl § %
the ifvitation occasioned By mail

{charges and recriniiualioD- wik 5ra-
dually lead to sculed hatred and Jeas,

taally removed stili pore remotely -
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