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DARTMOOR AFFAIR.
Londom, lmipn'l. 815,

Srm—AtL

reaghs
3]

we have had interviews
snd Mr. Goulbora on the subj

u-uupoﬂlbﬂlof‘lheA

nnowmd&b coun

the rqteltd'm Castle-
withe,

y to the

ggd States, and of the late unfor-

u:‘u event at thedmtat Dartmoor,
On the first subject we

.-ourtcce
e toa of Lord

he pmonern at dne Jant
de two countries, reserving

ce

toad-

e i-
to transport
nse of
con-

of

gruction of the articles of the treaty,

vhich provides

%or the mutual restora-

goaof prisoners, for future adjustment.
j was stated by us and was so under-
dood, that the joiat expense, thus to

e incurred, is to comprehend as well
pe requisite tonnaze as the su bsistence

d gbe prisoners ; and moreover, that

peastres

of precaution should be a-

ted relative to the health and com-
jut of the prisoners similar to those
shich had taken place in America.
The details of this arrangement, if
o4 concur with us as to the expedmn-
o of making it, are left to you to set-

te with the

o the transaction

fnnthe \mqncah‘pn

yery materially in

i

per British authority.
. On the other subject, as a statement
as beewr received
soners, differ:

from that wh;

“Fesulted from an inquiry instituted bv

e post:

smiral, it has been though

ovisable that some means should,

ml'ormlimn as to
the real state of the case, in erder on
de one hand, to shew that there had

dvised of procuring

wt been any wantofi or imprope

r sa-

cifice of the lives of American citi-
w208, or, on the other, to enable the

Bntsh
vil sad mili
wpear that

sires of extreme severity

government to punish their ci-

y officers, if it should
ey have resorted to mea-

without ne-

cessity, or with toe much precipitation.

Lord Castlereagh
equiry should be a joint one, conduct-
d by a commissioner selected by each
premment. And we have thought

that the

ach an enquirymost likely to produce
ain and snhsl'lctor{ result.
We presume that you will have too

mich occupation on t.he first subject
@d the other incidental duties of your
diice, to attend to this enquiry in per-
wa. On that suppoesition we have

gtatedl to the Briti

ve should recommen

kction of Charles King, Esq

vernment that
to vou the se-
5. as a fit

jerson to conduct it in behalf of the
American government. If Mr. Kin
will undertake the business, he wil
brthwish proceed to Dartmoor, and in
wa]lm.tmn with thhe British commis-
toser, who may be appointed on the

wcasion.

will ‘examine the

persons

wacerned, and sach other evidence as
nay be thought pecessary, and make

a]nnt repo
tase to .Iuhn Q.

[

n dw facts of the

dams, Esq

\‘hmster

fenipotentiary of the U nited States
i this court and to the British govern-

.':lt‘l

The mode ofe ing this ‘service
must be left to the digfetion of Mr.
Kingand his" colleague. If they can
et upan o t.nt of the facts af-
‘er baving h the evidence, it will
be better than reporet:i the whole
Rass of testim d which they

‘IT gfrblp'

it necessary to do, if
Y cannot come to such

ment.

We are, sir, your obedient humble

*nUI[\

l\ g“:d) n

A

& G. Brasyy, Esf* ko)

lY,

GALLATIN.

I’Igmouth, JAprit 26, 1815.

We, the uad
% appoiuted on be

ed commission-
[ of our respec-

lve zovernments, to ingaire into and

FP"" tpon, the unfort
e of the 6th of April i
Prison : havieg carefully pernsed |

of toe seve

e proceedings
Wry institated im

“‘“‘ﬂt by theord

+* Joha T. Duck

“ﬂ‘\i i, l‘tapecﬁvely,
epositions taken at the cmner s in-
bodies

~Jiest upon tie
‘\"" lost their lives
t “¥ occasion s

5 upen le:ll
L Jury fand a veedict :

te ocour-
at Part-

courts

tel
of Admiral

Maj. Gen

of the prisoners
that mlu-

L <ide § proceed im ;
" " ormire of of the
L‘“'.'tnor all the. bath A-
“iean and English, who offered them-
"es for that 3 or who &buld
covered as likely to afford any

—— T ——
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{|of about eighty. . We further

| “Wnl’hfmmm on the

well as those who have m'm'ﬁ"....."”
1y examined before the coroner, as o-

erwise, to the number in: the whle

edtotninatcenmnmenoll

for the purpese of clenring
m" ints 'br:h -upon the enden:;e'
oRe were scarcely
tnm.né froni the pri
the officers of the depot, all the necesa-
ry assistance and explanation s and
prelmu
cessity compclled to deaw. wany ofeur
Eoncln::;ﬁ from statements and evi-
ence Yy contradictory, we do now
make wpon the whale pr the
| following report :—
During the period which has ela
since the arrival in this country o

i

of the

of Ghent, an increased degree of rest-
lessness and impatience of confinement
appears to have prevailed amongst the
American prisoners at Dartmoor,whnch

though npt exhibited in the shape of
any violent excesses, has beén princi-
pa -Y indicated by threats of breaking
out if not soon released.

ket square, from whence, by the regu-
lations of the prison, they are excluded,
demanding bread, instead of hmomt,
which had on that day bepn issued by
the officers of the depot; their d.manda, |
however, ha been then .alwmost im-
mediately complied with, they return-
ed to their own yards, and the employ-
wment of force on that eccasion became

unnecessary.

On the evening of the 6th, about six

o’clock, it was clearly proved to us,
that a breach or hole had been made in
one of the prison walls, sufficient fora
full sized man to pass, and that others
'had been commenced in the course of
the day near the same spot, though ne-
ver completed.
That a number of the prisoners were
over the railing erected to prevent!
them from communicating with the
centinels on the walls, which was of
course forbidden by the regulations of
the prison, and thatin the spice- be-
tween the rai and those walls they
| were tearing up pieces of turf, & wan-
tonly pelting each other in a noisy and
dnsurderly manner.

That a much more considerable num-
ber of the prisoners was collected to-
'gether at that time in one of the yards
lnear the place where the breach was
effected, and that although such callec-
tion of prisoners was not unusual at
other times (the Gambling Tables be-

commonly kept in that part of the
Vard) yet, when connec :ﬁd with the cir-

cumstances of the breaclf, and the time
of dav, which was after the hour of the
'signal for the pnsoners to retire to
their respective prisons had ceased to

nd, it became a natural and just
ground of alarm to those who had charge
of the depot.

|

: hu'm bell, the usnal s:fnd

- It was also in evidence, that i gl the
buuld: formerly the petty officers’
prisonr,lgbut nowyth peart{ barrack,
which stands in the yard to which the
hole in the wall wonld serve as a com-
wunication, a part of the arms of the
Eurd who were off duty, were usually

eptin the racks, and thong}l there
Lwas no evidence that this was in any
' respect the motive which induced the
| prisoners to make the opening in the
wall, or even that they were even ac-
quamted with the fact, it naturally be-
came at least a farther canse of suspi-
cion and alarm, and an additional rea-
son for precaution.

Upon these grounds, Capt. Shortland
lappears to us ta have been j justified in

ving the order, which lbOllt this time
ﬁ‘e seems to have given,to sound thea-

for collect-
the officers of the t and put-
military on tl\e alert. .

—
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| the
Lmﬁn-ever reasonable and justifiable

is was asp;ﬂmm at ﬂ:uon,

| the eflects u erebyin the pri-
, but which could not have in-|

n d were most and

deeply to be regrened.g
hlcr:rnhzr of prisomers in the
a where noddisturbances existed |

bef‘ore, and who wece: either - a.lngd
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that we have been from ne-||

account of the ratification of the treaty }

e ——— =

mmu IULY sa, uu.

own homes, bythe
&ﬁnsﬂltwhwihwl:“
| of precaution, in its
ed the evil it was intended to
A.lm::lt]at the same instant

_ful
tml as one of (his furthe
(:luung !t to nng

more of the ke the ire

very considerable mumber of the. pri-
soners immediately
te ;. and many of
orwards as fast &8 the opening would.
permit into the square.
There'was no direct proof before us

of previous concert or n on

dence of their intention or dis ion |
to effect their on this oecasion,
excepting that which rose by inference
from the whole of the above detailed
circumstances connected &r.

{ On the 4th of this menth in partzcn:*

lar,only two da previous to the events || the conduct of the prisoners by Capt.
the subject of this enquiry, a large bo- || Shortland and the nnl was,thpf. an
dy of the prisonersrush into the mar- intention on the part of the prisduers

{ of the gates.

-anmlen’

‘The natural and almost irresistable
inference to be drawa, hawever, from

to escape was on the point of being car-
ed into execution, and it. was at least
certain that they were by force passing.
beyond the limits prescnbed to them
at a time when they ought tohavebeen
ietly going in for the night, If was:
the market square were usually open-
' ed about this time te let thebread way

' gous pass and repass to the store, a
‘l‘: ttp:he period mueshon they were
in fac{ closed,

Under these circumstances, and with
these impressionis necessarily opera

the pruoners once Fnetra.ted thro' the
square, the power of es was ahnost
to a certainty afforded them, if they

should be so disposed, C Shorﬂmd
in the first instance e down the
square, towards the pr:sours, ‘having
ordered a of the different guards,
to the number of about 50 only at first,
(tho’ they were increased afterwards)
to follow him. For some time both he
and Dr. Magrath endeavored by quiet
means and persuasion, to induce
prisoners to retaro to their own
explaining to them the fatal consequen-
ces which must ensue if they refused,
as the m:htar waonld in that case be
necassnr com to employ force.
y this time formed in
the rur of Capt. Shortland about two
thirds of the way-down the square—the
latter is about 100 feet broad, and the

ortland finding that

numbers, at last ordered about 15

of the guard, nearly in frontof the gate
which had been forced, to charge the
prisoners back to their own yards

The prisoners were in some places
so near the military, that one eof the
soldiers states that he could not come
fairly down to the charge ; and the mi-
lita#¥ were unwilling to act as against
an enemy. Some of the prisonefs also
were unwilli reluctant to retire,
and some pushing & struggling ensued
between the parties, arising rtly from
intention, but mainly from the pressure
}of those behind preventi se in
front from getting back. some

rs to have been 80 far effective, an

pea
that with little or no injury to”
njury 4 e pris

sonerssas to have driven
most part quite down the square,
with the exc of a small numbér

whe con theu' resistante about

No. 1 gate

A t crowd still remained collect-
ed after this i 15: ltlw. bet:ea;
the man the priseners’ yards, &
in ti::q part of these yards in the vicinity
This. still re-
fused to mthdhw, & aocnrdn to mopt
of the En;hsh witn some of
the Américau, was mlh & noise, hal-
lomng, mmltmg, oking, and
cla,rm,g~ the military to
the evidence of several of tbe

who were. time absent fm

Je.r vards, wercialso, from the plan of

rushed towards the
em began to press

the part of the prisoners, and no evi-

2]90 in evidence that the oufer gatewf

upon his mind, and aknowledge thatng'

rar,
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thep'i“mmlﬁnﬂi in oa‘tler to resth
same spot
merely a megsure
operation increag-|

ment.

rang, (but whether before or
uent is uponiheevn ence déubts

apt. Shortland states it
r rusons«
some one Ol' 1

guardextendednearly allacross Capt. |
h rsuaswn was |
all in vain, and that altho’ some were{
induced by it to make an effort to re-{
tire, others pressed on in consndenpstance in somé r

little. time, owever, this' chprge a,p-1 8q
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e, and accord-

| firing whlch certainly took place bbt.h
s and elsewhere ;—||
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‘_mm.mmhuumuom
mnwtbf thoathr procéﬁilpm

] Uﬂm cmmmstnhcec i

d«hmngéef —
dence is very
f&ﬁcm:
Capts Shortland 'gav

totny or-
“ﬁ“, ﬂlﬂ C'l-
sry.  -Several

|} of the moment, they deseribe this part

chain, which was tlle only fastemn; of of the transhction, s so different in its
No. L gate, leading into the market || details, that it is very difficult orecons
square, by means of an ironbar ; and a || cite testimony. Manyof thesol-

diers & other E!gh'l'i wit
the word given ‘b_y some oné; :ttno one
ofthem can swea'lt was hy Cupt Short-
land, or by any onglie

Lsomey Off
mandin

{land h _giv%o: Sy
i must have heard
In addition tothis§
nies the fact ; ‘and fror
which he appears {o bave.h&i
L at the tune, even acconding to
xﬂencan witnesses, in frént l?:t the sol-
diers, it may a mmew

bable that hye BE ld then

such an order:

But, howevér, it may remarm athat-
ter of doubt whether the firing first be-
gan in the square’ byorder, or was a
spontaneous act of the soldiers.thém-
selves, it seemed clear that it was éon-
tinued and renewed - both there and

elsewhqle__miﬂm rders ; and that on
the platiorms, and in several places a-
bout the prison, it was urtalnly‘coma

menced without any antbormr

The fact of an order having been|
given at first, provided ‘the ﬁrmg was |
under the exi circumstances jus-
tifiable, does not appear very material
in any other point of view than as
shewing a want of self possession, and |
discipline in the troops, if they should
have ﬁred without order.

vel ,‘lhat 5
tlut‘&rd
the mannerin whlch,*;um the oonﬁmon '

;. heard H{ thi

_en*._

r

1

— s

e

s Bisuirigesa
the intention of

M to
inciass theml'gnfn ,

those t exertions Friide w .
' i;u hﬂweobv rtior
eastof & mischief

At the same ﬁme tha.tm ‘I: ;
on in the square, a'cross i

forms on the _ W)I 8 round
ere. the sentweis stand,,

| in the'figst mstanogglq <
that part which itis ponlﬁvély Dworn
was directed 4 msu
of so ersrunlm:g about
ndeavoring t6 enter nl
w1ué’n the turnkeys, acéq

seem, {
without object or excuse, and 'to have
been g wanton tmﬂw lives
of defencelens, t ?me llfOfJ
fendm mdundﬂals.

€ same, Or. evln more sevu-e

| terms, we wust remark u mtm

proved as to the firing into the door®
| ways of the us, mm _ __wtlcuhﬂy
tinto that of g 2 priao'n,,

when the men were in

entra.nee From the

With regard to.the above“most Hb- |
gortant considerationy of whether the !'

the case, from the appreheitsion which
the soldiers might fairly entertain, ow-!
ing to-the numbers and conduct of the[
prisoners, that this. ﬁnng to a eertain !
extent was justifiable in a military |
point of view, in erder to intimidate
the priseners, and compel them there-
by to desist from all acts of violence,
and to retire as’ they were urdered,}
from a situation in which the rés ponsi-
bility of the agents, and the military,
could not permit them with safety to
remain.

From the fact of.the crowd being so
cl and the ﬁnnw at ﬁrst bém at-
tended with very httle injury, ‘it 3
pears probable that a large proportion
of the muskets were, as stated b one;
or two of the witnesses, levelled over;
the heads of the prisoners ;“a circum-
to be.
ed, as it induced them to
¢ blank cartridges,” and mepely
tated and engeuraged them to reﬂv
| their msul thg soldiers, which
duced a repéetition of the firin
manner much more destructive.”
The firing in the square
tinued for some time, by whm several |
of the prisoners sustained injuries, the
E:mtqr part of them appear to kave

runaing back with the utmostpre-
cipitation and confusion to their res-
pective prisons, and the cause for fur-
ther firing seems at this period tu have
ceased. It a actonimo'ly that
Capt. Shortland was in the “market

e
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ders to that etfect, and that Lieutepant
Fortye had succeeded iy stoppitif the |
M tﬁart of the guard.
ese circumstances it is very
to find any justificatien for the
further continu#ince and renewal of the

in the prisen

rthough we lnvy:i:ue evidence of sub-
sequent provocation given to the mili-|
tagy, and resistance to the tudhke ysag i
shutting the prisons; and of stones be=

&y i dren
sto c
m were actually struckse
This c;rcump-tame is, however, denied
many (:ff ﬂﬂl\e e o w:tnm.,
and s&:c e ish upo vi
question put to them, slhd &:g

saw 1o stoms throwr’ prgvigusly to

3

aul!;ll hopee e bri 3

ng con-}

um exerting himself and giving or- ||

ing thrown out from thhm the prm it
doors. _

prison aud of the door, an fmm the

ring was justifiable or not, we aré of ;! | marks of the balls,which Heqe
oplmon, under all the circamstances of | ; out to us, as wel as from theievxdence_.,

I

it was clear thmgm g #iust bave pro-
t ‘ ceeded from soldiers a ve

from the door way; .and although it
! was certainly sworn that the
were at the time of part of the ficing at
‘least, continuing to, t and occa=
smnally to-throw stones!tthe doldlera;
and that they were standmg in the way -
of, and impeding the turnkey, wha'was
there for the purpese of closing the
door, yet still there was n stated-
{ which could in our view at 2 Jumf!
such excessivel y arsh and_ severe
treatinent. of b ﬁndf'med

pmsoners, when e&tpe qu

atanep L2 %

ldea'.

at that tz e to

cular lnduridual, ;

trunsactmp ‘whie
of this inquiry,

. n{;t?.whcﬁ'

akdn s o thacd
dz:;::ﬂ:no:‘tto call k) aml py,
(S‘g“ed) RAS. samoun iaﬂ:x'r
mm?ﬁ w.epufxs;s.

of

Sir—I1n

parsuance
‘trecened.ﬁqm Messrs. Cla ind
transmit

 tin, I have wow the honor?
to you the réport

prepared by Mr. Lar--
pent and myself on-hehalf of

oecupied with the furnkeys in fht _

The uhaquent ﬁrmgraﬂnrapp-u )
to have drisen from the st :
duil irritation and ¢ on tlu
part of the spldiers wh wed the |l
prisoners inte their 8, and from{s
the absence of nearly 2 the officers ||
who might have it; as weil
2s. E:'!lttdlﬁﬂlltyéf putting
por ch ircumetances, ..L?;‘. |
ed under»sn ci
Sho was romih:abme

f gl '
A I;rg"mﬁ‘ #
shathey .i1alse kept up from geveral p&t-
Shattlandde-: E the Ff i

S Al

Mﬂchce%ha left opetiidons
ted, to have been wholly -
|

‘few feet .

prisoners . %
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