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- : (by thirteen millions—have we not move | but more particulgrly with curinterestxs. | upen to pay a duty on his machinery; but | fdictated. to by the Fxecutive : if we sts-
CONGRESSIONAL. ftan pmbfe cause to suspect simila. [2 nation of agricultgralists, that these 'Iimagine it would be thought @ strange || pend 6br own opinions till his fat be pro-
o Y inacturacies in future > And doesmor this | things should be o exist, whengt provision in the law, if he were restrain- ticlaimed, then we shall rexlize the condi-

IN THE H. OF REPRESENTATIVES. || fact strengthen the view which has been

taken in opnosition te the Secretary’s re-
port # Evidence which fails in one peint,
may justly be suppased to fail in ancther.
seeing we were told, last year, that

: - || the taxes were- necessary, and now find
But g?ntlemen Cnntend that the taxes th'at '..hE}' were not, it bhﬂlld naot be ex-

B mav be required some three, four, or half || hected that we would conear in opinien,
' a dozen years hence ; and profess an un* || either with the Secretary, or widrgentle-
B willingness to pull down that ‘which it!' men omghis floor, that the taxes ought to
mayv possibly be necessary to build up | he continued. No, sir, the move I reficct

Remarks of Mr. Witliams, of M. C'c:r:r'faltf@"J
in support of his motign to refieal the
Internal Faxrs.

CONCLUDED.

heveafier.  If, according to the estimates, | [ on the subjcet, the more 1 hear it discuss- |

the taxes may be necessary after the lapse | ed in thi§ house, the mere I am confirm-
of three, four, or six years, I would, for | ed'in the opigin I first hagd, that the tax-
tiic purpose.of combating that idea, reply || es.can be discontintied, and that congress
that the esumates areé too low ; that they || should imun adopt measures for
£:11 far short of the amount which will be | that purpese.
received, and consequently that no defi-1'  Another objection against keeping up
i <ivncy can be apprehended at the end Of}-'illterllnl'[axes in time of peace, may be
that time. The estimates for the last year | | deduced trom the form of our government

feil short of 13,G00.000 of the amount | and the nature of our pgople_—'r!\_’: learn-

which accrued.  Flave we nct then good ' ed gxpositors of the constitution, in the
reason to suphose that it will be the case | Jetterssigned Publins, have said that the
again? that the vevenue hgreafter to ac- |

sort of accuracy the revenue for 1816, I conie to the general government.
do not know h_nw tt}c present Secretary In wnat does a republican government,
should determine with precision the reve- | like curs, materially differ from

year—] mean no disparagement to the '

thot he completely fuiled in hisestimates | If a republic is to be preserved pure and

wy acquaintance with him gouvinces me | of theipaffairs in a cheap, phain aud eco-

that he is an intelligent, independent, and |. nomical w ay. Never permit the people
hm:’m::abkc man. But, as the late Secre- | to be broken into tuXation, as was forci-
tary fell short in his estimates, I contend ' bly said the other day, by the genileman
that the gentleman now at the head of from Virginia (Mr. Raadolph). If they
that department, must also be incorrect,  should be broken into taxation: if they

general government should not calculate :
crue will as much exceed the estimates,| gn any considerable revenuesfrom inter-|; t0 appropriate theee thousand dollars as |
as the revenue of 1816 exceeded the esti- | pal taxation. This source may vield sup-| 3 sallary to the commissioner of tig re- |
anates of that year? If the late Secreta- ' plies in cases of great e.nc'rf:--:,u., but | | venue. He received.only this sumgfshen ! | should not be very anxious te effect the |
ry of the Treasury could not tell with any | pever was intended as a permauent in-| '
[ eizat millions internal revenue.

not.indispensably necessary® For my
part, Inever look at the collectors of in-
ternal daties, withoptemotions which I

: Theexpence of collécting tiie internal :
duties is anether item which ought not to !
escape notice. From the teturns which |
'l have been made, it appears that the ex-
|| pence of collecting is, to the amount re- |
| ceived, as one o ten ; that the expence |
of coliecting the customs is,t4 the amount
received asou® to 2 hundred. Now, sir, |
would it not bhe " better to draw cur reve- |
|| nue entirely from the customs, which are |
‘| so much more easy and cheasp in the col- |
| lection than the internal duties? ¥, for |
this purpose, it be necessary to modify |
the tariff, let us do so. Let ux raise the |
|, duty on some articles and lowerit on oth-

e

| ers, so as to produce a greater revenue |
than we now receive, and equalto any |
'| deficiency which may vesult. from the |
. abolition of the internal taxes. ¢ . '

 Sir, we were culled upon the otheday

|

 he supervised the colection of sevin or
Ht now |

ed fromgelling one, two, or three yards

. The law, asto its object, is unfair and

shall not updertake tdescribe. {| Oppressive upon many portions of car

country.  Distilled spirits is'the staple
commodity in many parts of the United
States ; and it does appear .to me, that
| Congress have just the same right to tax
| the tebacco of Virginia ; the cottor of S
Carolina and Gebrgia; or the sugar of

ILuuisi.ma. as the whiskey of any other)

| quarter-of the country. The taxioperates

with pecaliar pressure on those parts dis-
tantly situated from market, while it-is
nofTell in those near the seuboard. 1t is,
therefore, ¢iv irg to the latter a great ad-
vamtage over the former. Sieh advaata-

to form a sufficieat” abjection ‘o the law
itself, to produce is repeal.

As to the duty on carriages, on auctions |
and stamps, it affects materially but few
portens of the State T have the honor
part o represent. - Were it only for my

ges, give_n by a law to one portion of the |
’ Community over aay other pottion, ought

ticn of which we now only behold the pros-
pect, and to whick™®e see only the tend-
ency, that is, the cancentration of all pow-
‘| er in the Fxecavive, and the depression
|| of the representative branch of our g v-
| ernment. Miserable, indeed, will be the
| fate of our counmiry, if the representa-
|tives of the pedple should, by an impro-
|vident use, or improper forbearance of the
powers with which they are entrusted,
bring upon themselves su=h annihilation,
The' last, but not the least reason with
me forrepeuling the taxes, is, that it may
become pecessary to reduce the army.—
For my owanpart I think the taxes may be
taken off and the army permirted to re-
main at the present number of ten thou~
sand. Butlam constious that so long as
We continue to raise money and vete sup-
plies, there will be nodisposition either (o
practisc cConomy, or_curtail any of the
expensive estabhishiments which now ex-
ist. It is the opmign of some gentlemen,
that, with the cXisting military establish-
ment, 1t would be improper to dispense

|iudividuai benefit and accomm. dation, T

repeul of those duti s. ‘But, sir, if one or |

al>o receives that sum for supervisipg the || rising from the others wowid scarcely |
_ ‘ e P -tluul! cullection of only two or three |
ane which will acerue 1 any sabsequent | institutions of Eurepe, if not in the cheap- !

Jdrons.
' Lhis feature in the system of interg:] tax- |

| pess with which itis cenducted, and the ! | € is perhaps quite asodious as any other. || people of thé United Stares loaded with
memory of the late Secretarv, when 1 say exemption of its citizens trom taxXation 7/

as any other man would be, undef simdar ||
. circumstances :
serves only three thalisand dofars, for |
| supervising the collection of seven or ||
| elgiat milhions, can be entitled tothe same ! |
salary when he supervises the tollection ! |
of enly two or three millions. 7 he same | i
| fact, Iimagine, obtains throughout the

and that he cannot determine with preci-|| become oppressed’ with impositions  of
sion the revenue which will heredster ac- | | this sort, they canuot teel greatly attach- |
<rue. : _ _ . {red to their govemuent merely on ac-|
Take for example the followingi—' count of its being called a republic. If
« The receivable from the customs in the | | the time, sir, shonld ever arrive when the |
year 1514, (savs the Secretary) will be |people of the United States are gallt:di
<nly twelve millieng of dollars " But the 'i with the yoke of taxatin ¢ when their|
revenue arising from customs in the year | high-minded love of freedom shall have |
1815, amouinted to 35,643,598 dollars,and | ' been  effectually  assailed thr ugh that |
during the three first quarters of 1516, to || means, my word for it, they will be in-
30,000,000. Now, sir, by what rule of || different to any change which may be at-
arithunetic, or series of detéricrationis it, | tempted by the designing. Supp.se they
tghat the Secretary determines that : b 1 > )

ve ariom e S& il . papais : .
];.%w',' ‘:ill be gntl?,grgrf.s:it—a will | | subjects of Europsan governments. Could |

not the country increase in wealth and || they, Lask, give so unbounded a ]‘:rltt.‘lit:r- i.
population during that time 2 Will net | ence totheir own go\:er‘r}melgt over .:ﬂl‘ rl;-l .
the consumption, and of course the de- )i thersasthey now do? No, sir, u.‘f"‘ ould |
mand, be progressively augmented ? I| not. And, believe me, .when 1 say, that |
admit that eur merchants may have o- if the citigens of our republic were as
vertraded themselves, and from th.ls cir- | much lvaded wl_th taxes as the subdmctsku.a't
cumstance, that the importation of goods | vther g-‘u\'cmmeﬂts._tl‘lt'_\-' would probably, |
will not be so great in 1318, asit was Jdur- | nay, pcrhap.s, certainly, entertain as lm__a-;
ing the vears 1815 and 1816, But that| regard for it; asthese subjects do t‘_’" tire
the defalcation will be so great as to re<| governments under which it is (helr mis-
duce the revenue in 1818, 1o twelve mil- tonfunc to live. ;
lions, 1 can never admit. The gentleman But gentlemenicontend that we u—u_ght
from Maryland (Mr. Smith) has just séad, | not to continue the t'axcs‘tnr the :-..-]u':‘ :,z
thrat the estimate of the treasury f r 1818 | the systém ; that this system cpcrates as
is too low. The experience of that gen=_ a chain to bind the zﬁfcctmfn‘. of the peo=
deman, particularly in all subjects relat- | ple to the government ; that \\']h_ui the
ing to commerce an'.d hua;}uc, is spc‘.l, a.s,] government ceases Lo lay taxa.lt_uc peo-
to justify the House in relying on his state- | pie cease to feel the power b’y w.u‘(‘.h ey
ments and epinions; and, notwithstand- || are protected, and, of Coutse, cease o
ang hos anxiety to continue the taxes, he | have reverence and ai_fecunn tor Lllf- gov-
<-uld aot but-say that the Sccremry’s_es-; ernment! All of this is rerugnant 1o the
timate fell short at least by two millions | : ] ‘
of what would probably be received.— | The best way to attach the ciuzens to the
¥ aking all these things into view, I'stiouid, | government is—to keep your hands out
as to my own individual opinion, be ra- | of their poskets ; to permit thcn}.tn v\.-.u'{
sher inclined 1o suppose that it wenld set- | abyoad in their own majesty, irec from
te at some intermediate point %etween || importunity, solicitation, or demand ;

26,543,598 dollars, the revecue of 1815, | and upon this point exp{{ieezﬁt::ms::giyl
: ton of Mr. Adams was disting‘li:«ﬂ)c:l for
sweaty and twenty-five millions will pro- | a number of taxes. Mr. Jefferson suc-
] ' ceeded him and abelished those taxes.—|
Nh one who looks at the accumulating | To w§ -h of these administratians did the

and twelve miilions, the esumaie of the ' with wonted authority.

Secretary for 1818, that is, that between

bal.v be the revenue for 1818.

iwield their confidenc

wealth, increasing numbers, rising im- = pee y : '
ng to the doetrines

portance, and growing grandéuwr of this|! Acecp

e nclude that the revenue mn 1818 will be || ministration, more than Mr. Jefferson anc
“seduced to the inconsiderable sum of || his administration, in proportion as they
twelve millions of dellars. The Secreta-
2y himself tells you that it is extremely, latter.
difficalt w make any estimate on which
reliance can be placed ; thatin the three
Srst quarters of 1816 the revenue from |
the customs averaged nine millions a/|
quarter ; but that in the last quarter of |
that vear it fcll to a third of that average.
Upon this minimam of thrée miilions ari-

that we must keep on the taxesforthe pur

respect you miuch more highly . if you dr

sing in the last quarter of 1816, I presume | | not teaze them constantly for a portion of

Be founds his calculations for the year| their earnings.
1818, and says the revenue will be twese |
mildions. 1 perceive no other data for tae
calculation, and ¥ submit it te gentlenien
whether it would nothaveappeared more
reasorable, if he had taken, asthe Dasis
of it, a medium of the whole amount of |
the customs fur 1816.- I think' we have
as preata right to presume upon a medi- |
um for the basis of vu? calculations as the
Secretary had to presuine upon a misi- |
mam for the basis of his calculdtions.—
Takin: then for the basis, abuut 513X mil- | | the preserver
Lons as the quarter yearly revenue ars- | | of the virtues, ought to be encour
g from tie customs, it wiil be found that |
we shizlinot, at any fumre period, want
Tae mouey arismg from the internal du-
tiess If we take four millions for the ba-
s8is, still the same resoit follows, that the
mernal taxes will be unnecessary. *z:r‘wing’ rich upen the hard earningg
When we see that in vne year the esti- ‘ gal

not add any thing to the productive iabo

of officers, 1

veal w

s fhe || ofoorwEf T ee 4 S | .
e Sy \” from the people w-:u W;‘? iftiri.% 1

i{ of huemble supplicants. Bat, sir, it is not
L]

| plainestdiciates of reason and expeiience, |

sand support?
vanced,they
countrv, can, 1 think, be authorised to ' ' must have loved Mr. Adams and his ad-

| were taxed by the former more than the |
| Bat the histery of those times am-

ply testifies to the contrary. Nothing ap-
_ pears more preposterous than the idea

pose of letting the people kiow & {ecl the
power by which they are protecied. The
people will always know you as well, and

In this system of revenue we were _obli-ld
ged to employ a host of officérs, whe live |
on the vitals of the community, who do

of the goutry,but fatten on the substance |
of cthers. The great, leading and sub-
stantial interest of this country is that of |
agricalture. 'This interest, described by
an auther of no inferior reputation, as the
nurse of the human race, the source of
irealth, plenty, aad innocent pleasuves; 1

of marals, and the sch ol

l vhole system.
amount of tax on the pegple, but you
cannot make a correspondent reduction
. ir_t salary to the officers; all of them must I
Ve,

Some of the taxes I know #o be op-
lr pressive on the people, and fof that rea-
son [ should endeavor to repeal them.—
The gentleman from Seyih-Carolina,
(Mr. Calhoun) said the takes were nit
oppressive ; that we had received no pe-
titions respecting a modification or repeal

{ ) y ] I
You may reluce lhe}
]

representatives. Ifinstructions would not
be cbligatory on gentlemen, I should sup- l
pose the people would have a very poor |
prospect of success, when they presented |
themselves to this house in the character

necessary that we shonld receive pgti-1
tions before we can knhw that a parucu- |

! sperates a/grievance pn the communivy. l
(| Why fas the constithtion of the United |
|| States declared that fite representatives '
in Cougress shall inhabitants of the
- states from which théy come ?—and why |

! i . . .
{1is it a law cither statutory or common in |
| the states, that each member shall have |

l his residence in the districthe represents ? |

| It is for the puvpose of enabling each re-
| presentative to have an . intimate know- |

]

| - ,
|| any measure may have on their welfare.

It is from knowledge thus acguired, that | &
i 5 . E (| whom they representeds. As a member

of this House, J would préfer voting for a | evidence of this truth than the mere dic=
\{ repeal of tlie taxes betore it ®as recom-
| mended by the President, rather than af-
terwards ; bécause, if yolcarry a repeal | )
without, or even against Executive re- | a solemn constitutional provision,

|| & true and faithfal represeniative must
i act, much more than from peitions.—
Suppose 1 were to receive a petition from
my district, complaining of the excise,
would I be better abl® 1o act trom the

personal conversation with my aeighbors
f and acquaintances, during the rofess ?
Sir, Lthink information acquired in the
latter way more entitled to credit, and I
sheuld certainly give it the preference,
were it to come in conflict with a'petition.
But 1 make these vemarks merely to
shew the gentieman from South-Carclina
and others, who may think with him, that
1 do not consider it necessary to be bur-
dened with petitions before 1 should feel

iy

Yeop leare

o |

cxists on the “€apacity.

gallon. You may mghtfully imp
ty on the manufacturing of co

ners of small establishinents are

,jua'tif_v a continuance of the system ; and,

| ternal duties. Let

lar law, or a general system of laws, ||
II

ledge of the interests, feelings and wish- 1 prX
es of his constituents. By wisitiug them 1
'lwht:n he veturns home, and by talking ||
' with them, he finds out the bearing which |/

' information thus furmshed, than from | ; : 3 -.
e 4 ; || commendation, you will then comein for | ithn that,

| a share of that praise which would attach 'confirmed
| to the President alone, 4f he had recom- |
ot as an indivi=-
| dual, then, ut as a member of therepre- |

it a duty to interpose for the relief of
those whom Igpepresent in this House.—
The excise I Know to be oppressive, both
as tothe amount of Jduty imposed on stills,
and as  the inconvenience to which dhe
ected in obtaining a liceuse.
n the first place, the tendency of thelaw
is to throw the whele business into the
kands of capitalists, The owners of small
' estoblishiments Cannot compe 2 with'these
who carry on great distilleries : a tax un
the gallen. would, theretuie, be wmuch
more egwituble than the one which
; It likewise
appears to be an extracrdinary provisicn
in zhe law, that afrer a distiller has paid
for = license, be shall not be at liberty to | presume o
retail a l=gs ghantity of spirits than :;nc*
all=

promoted above all others. - But this host Yat it is extremely rigid to prohibit the
of being thus engaged
instead of contributing any thing to the
pof the country, are spending
their time-in indolence and ease ; are
and
suvings of the laborep! Caun it be
mates of e weasury bave fallen short icom with cur interest as aﬁmple;l

with which to pay the tax.on stills The
owaer of a cloth factory may be Calhd}

two of them be taken off, the revenue a-

as I have no wish to see the'rest of the

[

Myr. Smith, nodoubt, is a very faitbful and || taxes, while my constituents are free | be settled
X - ] deserving officer ; he may be as vell en- | | from them, T am, for this reason, prepar-
of the revenue for 1816. For the present | uncomtaminated in its principles, let the |, titled (0 receive three thousand dollars, | | €d to vote an entire repeal of the sy::tem.
Secretary, no one inthis Hoase, I am per- | people uever be taxed beyond whac is ‘
suaded, has a greater regard than myself; | absolutely necessary to the 'ujalmgcmcnt |

Another reason inducing a wish to re= |
probably muke the representative branch |
of the governnient mere acceptable in the |
eyes of the nation, than it now is. The |
best writers on the Brivish constitution !
say, that the tendency of that government !
Is to a concengrativn of all power m the |
King. Some gentlemen of great research |
and  profound thought, in our country, |
have said, that the t-endcncy of this gov- |
ernmel, istoa concentration of all pow-
erin the Exccutive. It, indeed, requires
but a fp;.rtial acquaintzfice with the his-
tory of the present day, to be conviaced
that the Executive branch of the govern-
ment threateos to swallow up all the vest.
(rentlemen have admitted, in debate, on
this floor; the existence of this fact, with |
much apparent regret, and have «xBort- |
ed the house to ad?;t such measures as |
that I woull unteract Presiden-
¢’ _this reason, then, !
had recommended the repedl, wWneoves |
there would be such spposition to the

| measure as we have witnessed ¢ No, sir.
e B ol - o y B

| 1 feel justified in stating, that if the Pre- \ uered the
had advised it, there would be | ence of their gountry ; and it is not o be

| sident
' scarcely a dissenting voice. But what
would be the consequence of such a2 mea-
' sure upon the character and reputation
| of this House ? It would De resounded
| from one end of the contincnt to the other
| by the friends of the Executive, that he
| deserved all the praise for alleviating the
burdens of the people ; that his superior
| foresigat, penetration, and love of coun-
| try, had pomted out that wise and beneb-
| cial measure. In this state of the case,
i1he President would have more of the
ise and gratitude of the nation, thaa
he was eanitled to recuive; while Con-
gress would be regarded rather as instru-
ments in the hands of the Executive, than
|' as the immediate agents of the people,
|Maboring exclusively for the good of those

e e

(| mended the measure.

with the taxes. T wish it sherefore (by
| repealing the taxes) to beenme necessary
|n the cpinion of thuse gentlemen to re-
duce the army. Thispart of the subjeet
I5 as impoertant osany.which can or will
| ¢ome betore Cougress at this or any o-
Ethe-r's-. ssion. It nvolves a princi]:ie of
politics which appeared at one time to
_ settled, Hat which npow appears to be
cagaan in doubi.. It i® my apinaon thet the
(army ought te be reduced to six thoue
sand—firsy; because standing armies in

but sir, no manwho de- || peai the taxes at this time, 1s, thatit wonld | imeuf peace have ever b.en held dan~

 BEruus to the Itherties of a free people—
r and, secondly, because of the unnecessary
| expence to which we are subjected by
baupp::rnhg an army of ten thousand.
What, sir, was the language held by
our fathers, who achieved the independ-
ence of their country, and whe, 4s they
knew best hiow, to acquire lilierty, also
' knew best how _to maintain it ? They
umiversally, when ¢ lled upon for an opi-
|pion, said that standing armies m time of
' peace were dangerous to the liberties of
| a free people; and ought pot {0 be allow-
yefl.. S sacred was this principle, that it
E was inserted ip the constitutions of most,
( if not all of the states. In the constitution
rof North-Carclina I know there =s a pro=
| ¥ision to this effect. - Fhe same I bekicve
| will be tound in the constitutiongof all
the states ; but as'there are gettiemen
from the ‘s_c_vef'nl states, they wil correct
effects of Bj’it‘ﬁ vengeﬂﬁl'-é ?m;t{a; _
'rode in tricleph through the storms of
war ; they had conquered the independ-

| supposed that they would be so tervified
at a mere phantom as to guard against it
by the solemn provisions of the constity«
tion ;. I speak, therefore, in the language
‘of wisdom, because it 8 the language of
the sages and heroes of the revolution,
| when I say-ghat standing ar;;ties;:l tume
rof peace are dangerous Lo the liberues
ot ﬁree people, and ougiit nn( to be al-
'lowed ; in corroboration of this truth, I
| can vefer you tothe history of all govern-
. ments. ‘hat enabled Casar to over-
| throw the government of Rome, or_Crl.-m-
well that of Eagland, but a standing ar-
my ? Or wha, n more modern UmMES,
enabled Bonaparte to descviate the fairest
| portion of Europe, buta standing army
'l aud the diffusien of an ardent, vesliess,

!

'tum of the sages and heroes of the vevo-
hation, I should yield my assent o3
but.when it-comes to us in the shape 'mt‘{
vistop is strengthened and
ali the evidence which his~
tory afiurds, 1should think mysclf worse
| than a ssepric to withhold assent,

It has, sir, been well remarkedby a

| sentative branch of our government, and || writge of great l‘cputatl_un_. {bﬂ.i han s
| anxious to s=¢ it raised to that degree of }: very much a creature of habit E that he
| favor which it merits, in the estimation || often acts from habit more than refice-

| of the people, 1 shall vote for an immedi= 1 : =P P
| ate repeal of the systemof internal taxes. || rect-habits, by resurting at fairst to the

W hy not, then, accompii

Wiy not ruther anticipate him in -an

favor than lercwfore.

scivesiare to blame. = We-have beento

rort

- - | 2 % -mc
citizen from retailing his comu 5. | present session, act a part which becomes . soon a3 ¥ _ .
>t when mauafactured, %n wlhatever qu ti\ﬂ us 7 let us conviuce this nution and the the maxim er-»:u:mbu
| ties he may choose, By this law i*w-' world, that we, the re tives of (| fatuers ; we alhuaid.con

'mi

-

tial | _
dopt 2 contrary course ; if we wait to

neuncing weélief to the people? Géntle- | 5 : :
men say, that Congres, Bgs ceased £c be { meBE, we sh uld as ;nn?cfull_;. ‘
as important and graciou§in the eyes of “ing them in exisience, as we
j the people, as it formerly was; (hat ma-
causes have conspired to depress itscha- | b : |
racter, and t. render it less an obyect of | tnee a standing army, &
It is lamentable
indeed, if this be the fact ; bat-we our-

11in the habit of waiting for Execu- :
:?f: recommendation,- before we would || threatening danger-
me td aGopt any measure which || habit of fonducss for f
waslikely to vender us acceptable to the | should always prer i
pation ; while the odium of every impro- lfdonn to the nmpimud
' opular measure was sure to be ¢ needful
velled againstus. Let us, then, at the | | have men tu

‘V‘h‘ dent of Execative '| an army is ti:l-lgcr};:S. ..
- s : 1 Fwill ; that we will porsuc the mterests of | yeduce It @5 oW a8 Lue A
ly preveated from raising the ml wrm cten Without Presiden- - cumatances o#he COwRY
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