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. § ADDRESS d
0f the Philadeiphin Society for the
pramotion of Pomestic Industry, to,
the citizens of the United States.

Na. 1.

The Philadelphia Society for the pro-
moticn of Domestic Industry respectfulls
solicit vour attention to a few brief essays
on topics of vital importance to your
country, yourselves, and vour posterity.
They ishall be addressed to ycur reason
and understanding, without any attempt
i bias your feelings by declamation,

The subject discussed #h these essays,
will be political economy, which, in its
broad and liberal sense, may be fairly
styled the science of promoting human
bappiness ; than which a2 _more noble
subject ' cannot occypy the attemtion of]
men endowed with I minds, or in-
spired by public spirit. ~ ©

It is to be regretted that this sublime
science has not had adequate attention
bestowedron'it in this country. And, un-
fortunatelyy so many coutradictory sys-
tems are in existence, that statesmen and
legislators, disposell te discharge their

duty conséientcusly, and for that purpose
to study the broks
ble to be confused |
unceasing ‘discordance in the views of|
the writers .

It is happily, nevertheless, true, that
the leading principles of the science,
which safely conduct to the important and’
deneficent results, that are its ultimate
object, are plaim and clear ; and require,
to he distinctly comprehended and faith
fully carried into effect, no higher endow -
ments tham good sound sense, and recti-
tude of intention. 3

It is a2 mealancholy feature in human

affaivs, that prudence and error oftep ||
| with a part its produce, or, what is the | :
;;tt':crrl'din;;iy' open their ports . free
|! these various arucles, from thase Foar [on has <o earnestly implored ‘that bﬁ'_‘d}‘;
Langd whach, had it been adequately afford-

" produce as copious a harvest of wretch-
edness as absolute wickedness, Hence!
" arises an indispbtable conviction of the!
imperious necessity, in-a country where|
sc many of our citigens may aspire to the |
character of legislatcrs and statesmen, of |
. a mor al study of this science, a |
thorongh knowledge of which is so essen-

tial a requisite, among the qualifications

. for those important stations.
To remove ail €oubt on this point, we

shall adduce, in the course of these essays,}
instances in which single errors of nego-
 tiators and legislators have entailed {ull
as much, and in many Cases wore, misery
an nations, tham the wild nd destructive |
ambition of congquerors.. Unless in some |
. -extraoidinary instances,-a sound policy

on the restoration of Reace, heals the

wounds inflicted by 'war, apd restores a

nation to its pristine state of ease and com-

. fort. But nemersus cases are on record, |
wherein an article of & treaty, of ten or a
dozen lines, or an- impolitic orunjust law,
bas germinated into the most ruinocgs con-
sequences for a century. _

It'is our intention, mt these essays, .l

1. To review ia detail the policy of
thrse nations which have enjayed a high
degree of prosperity, with o without any
extraordirary advantages from nature;
and likewise of those whose prosperity
has been blasted by fatuitous counsels, ]
potwithstanding great natural blessings ; |

2. To examine the actual situation of|
our tountry, im order to ascertain whe-
ther we enjoy the advantages to which |
our happy i!n,rm of government and local |
situztion entitle us ; and, if we Co nét, to
investigate the causes to which the failure
is owing ;

3. To develope the true principles of po-.
litical economy, suited to our situation &
tircumstances, and calculated to produce
the greatest sum of happiness throughout
the wide expanse of oar territory. oy

In this ardous undertaking, we request
a patient and candid hearing from our
fellow citizens.. We fondly hope for suc-
cess : but if disappointed, we shall have
the consolation of having endeavored to
discharge a duty every good citizen owes
to the country which protects him,—the
duty of contributing his efforts to advanceé
#ts interest and happiness. | (

As a preuminary step, wWe propose to
establish the utter fallacy of two maxims,
supperted by the authority of the name
of Adam Smith, but pregpant with cer-
tam ruin to any nation by which they may
be varried into operation - :

This writer stands so pre-eminent in
the estimation of a large portion of Chiris-
tendom, as the Delphic Oracle of political
economy, and there issuch a magic in his|
name, that it requires great hardihood to
eucounter him, and a highdegree of good
fortune to obtain & fair and patient hear-
g tor the discussion, - :

Bu at this enii period, we trust
our citizeps will scorn ta surrender their
reason into the guidance or guardianship

ol any authority whatever. \} hen a po-

Ston is presented to the mind, the ques-
tion ought to be, not who delivered it, but |
:i}“ 15 its pature, and how is it supported

Y I'eason and common sense, and espe-
Cially by fagt. A theory, how plausible
bt and however propped, up by a

ad-roll of great names, to be re-
farded with suspicion, if unsupported by
ct=but if contrary w established fact,

n‘nmtbjcct, are lia- ||
d distracted by the !

.ought to be whhesitatingly rejected.—
g gly re

g;h“ Coarse of procedure l{ strongly re-
Mmended by the decisive fact, that, in

ik |

ahsurd theories on morals, religion, poli
tics or scienee, which have had their reign

| among mankind, there is hardly one that

has not reckoned among its partisans
men of the highest celebrity, And in the
present instance, the most cogent and
conclusive facts, bear testimony against

| the palitical economist, great as is his re-

putation. :

We hope, therefore, that our readers
will bring to this discussion, minds wholly
libérated from the fascination of the name
of the writer whose opinions we undertake
to combat, and a determination to weigh
the evidence in the scales of reason, not
those of prejudice. Lis

In order to render Dr. Smith full jus -
tice, and to remove all ground for cavil,
we state his positions at length, and in
his own language, 43 ;

“To give the monoply of the home
market to the produce of domestic indus-
try, in any particular art or manufacture,
is in some measure to direct privatep o-
ple in what manner they ought to employ
their capitals; and must, in almost all
cases, be either a useless or an huriful
reculation, If the domestic firedice can

réeign industry, the regulation is evident- |
\ by usecless. If it cgnnat, if must be gene-
rallv hurtful.
* Tt is the maxim of every prudent mas-
| ter of a family, never'to attempt to make
; at lome what it will cost him more to
y make than to bww, The tailor does not |
, attempt to make his own shoes, but buys
| them of the shoemaker, The shoemaker
| does not attempt to m. ke his own clothes,
' but employs a tailer. The farmer at-
| tempts to make neither the one mor the |
| other, bnt emplovs these Gifferent artifi-
Ajl of them find it for their inter

IR ——

| cers. | sufi:ly
| est to employ their whole industry in a | chéafier than they themaeloes can mdie | thar the time cannot be very remete,
| way in which they have some advauntage | them.” they mast, according to the doo o when sourbern eotton industry will be

over their neighbors ; and to purchase, |
!san.e thing, with the price of a partof it,
| whatever else they have oceasion fors

! “That which is prudence in the con- |
duct of every private family, can scarce-
jv be folly in that of a great kingdom.
If a foreign country egn sufiply s seidh
@« commodigy cheefer than sug ojascloes
can make it, better buy it from them, srith
some part of the fireduce of aur ewn
country, emploved in a way in which we
have some advantage.

“The general indostry of the country
beirg in proportion n the capital whish
emplovs it, will not therehy be dimmisii-
ed, any micre than thatof the above-men- |
tioned artificers ; but'enly left tg find cut |
the way in which it can be emploved wiith |
the greatest advaniage. Jri¥s cortuinty !
not empiloyed to ths greatest adicn'cec, !
when i i thus diveeted tomwards an obyrer |
which can buy it cheafier then it ean muke.
The value of its annual praduce is cere |
tainly mcre or less diminished, whent 1|
thus togped awav from preducing com- |
modities evidently of more value than the |
commogitity which it is directed to pro-
duce, According to tlre suppasifion, that |
commoedity conld be purchased fiom for-
eign countries cheaper than it can be
made at home, It could, theretore, have )
been purchased with a part only of the |
commodities, or, what is the same thing, |
with a part only of the price of thecom
modities, which the industry emploved
by an equnai capital would have produced
at bome, had it been left to foliow its na- |
tural course.” '

There is in the subordinate parts of
this passage much sophistry and unsound
reasoning, which we shall examine on a
future occasion: and there is likewise,
as ip all the rest of the doctor’s work, a
large proportion of verbiage, which is|

|
1
{
L)
|
|
|

confound common understandings, and
prevent their forming a corvect dicision.
But, stripped of this verbiage, and
brought naked and unsophisticaied to the
eyve of reason, the maiu proposition which l
weat present combat and to which we
herve confine ourselves, is, that, ¢
““If a foreign country. can supply us |
with a commodity cheaper than we our-
selves can make it, better buy it of them,
with some parc of the produce of eur
own industry, employed in a way in
which we have some advantage.” .
The only rational mode of testing the
correctness of any maxim or principle,
is to examine what have beeq its effects
where it has been carried into aperation,
and what would be its effects in anv given
case where it might be applied,  This is

aton.

| intredute into their native country, afford

. be brought there as cheapr as that of fo- |

lience and mendicity, and, through Lhe

' und clothed, and tostered by
i wealth, while those of England; whoem it | _
‘i consider it “‘better to: buy from them,

admirably calculated to embarrass and ||

Hred, | is || and happiness? Shonld: we, for such a
the plan we shall pursve, in this investi- 7| paltry consideration, Tui the risk of con-

|

Hness to other millions of » sahjetts—and

thus, like the circles madée on theisurf
of the stream by the ' ceptial pe
| thrown in, the range of happiness
| tenided # wide as to embrace:
commuunity, e :
From this cheering prospect, let as
tufn the  startled eye ‘to the masses of
| misery, which Dr. Smith’s system would
produce, and we shall toen beheold a hi-

e ARy
\

| the doctor’s attention ; fer the acknow-

character, will not allow us'to believe
that he would have beep the apostle of
such a perhicious doctrine, had he atten-
ded to its results, We fondly hope that,
like many other visionary men, he was so
' deeply engaged in the fabrication of a re-
fined theory, that he did not arrest his
1 progress to weigh its awful .consequen-
v CES. - !
i The East Indies could, .at all times,
i until the vecent ithprovements in machis
nery, have furnished cotton goods  at a
lower rate than thev couid be manufac-
tured in England, which had no other

“try, but by a total prohibition of tife ri-
'val fabrics, Let us suppose that France, |
;wht‘:re Inabour and ¢xpenses are muchi!
lower than in England, hus possessed |
'herself of machinery, aud is thus i |
bled 1o se!l "woullens at half, or even ot
three-fourths, or seven-ighths of the!

sh rival eomumcdities, |

(]
|
I
'
)

i price of the Fngli

|| Suppese, furtherythat articles muaruwfac- ! cies hive been cartied: there
dtired of jeadicr ape procavable i Soath ! few years the country  will be able,! pro-

 America, and iron wares in Mussin, bhe-

i lew the rates in Faoglund, L'ten i the || be acted upon here, 'to beat our plancers

seratesmen of thatyation'were discipies of |
L Adam Sinith, as * foreign countries cun |
tarm <svuth  those

|
.J

ihnr, “buy from them <uith some frart
| the produce of their ciom cstniru,’ ind
v toq
[ particular nations. ‘M ho can centep
| late the result without Borror ?
i wide spread scene of ruln and descjacion |
'[wou':d take place! The wealth of the

country would be swept away, tv envich |
i]ifnmign_&'pt'fa'u.fhl}' hostile uations, which t! to the enterprising proprietors.
U might, at no distant period, nake use of || these establisinnents been preserved, and |

the riches and strength thus fituitously |
'placed in their hands, to enclave the
| people who had destroyed  themselves |
by fellowing such balcerul ceungelSie

|

{ The labouring and industrious classes |

would be at once bercft of employment,
l Feduced to « degrading stute” of depend- |

Y

| furce of misery and d:stress, drivén to piey

Lupon each other, and upon the rest of the
1 b - - ] . -
praduce in Ergland and the United States

community. The middle clas<es of soci- |

ety would par ake of the distress of the

lower, and the snurces of the revenues ot |

the hisher orders be drica up, And alll
this terrific sceve of wo, and wretched-
'ness, and depravity, is to be produced for
i the grantl paspose of procuring broud-
Feloth, and muslins, and shaes, and iron- |
[ ware, in réemote parts of the cartl, a few
Fehillings per vard, or piece, or pound,
‘cheaper than at home! | ‘Fhic manutac
| turers of Bambay,« 1 Caleutty, and Paris,
i and-Lycns, and Petersburyg, areto Lic ted, |
by

- 9= 8,
Foglisi

! ought tomourjsh and protect, ave expolled
" fram their workshops, antl driven to seek
fsupport from the overseers of the poor.—.

! sketch ?? Sach a'view of it would be an

| extravagant error. It is sober, serious !
' reality ; and puts dowa for ever this plau- |
sible, bat raineas-theary, Ponder weil on |
it, fellow-citizeus. ¥
Let us suppose another strong, case.—

The cotton produce'i! in this country, a-"
mounts probably, to forty milliens of dol-
'lars .annually. We will suppose the mi-
nimum of the price, at: which it ‘gan be
sold t» pay for the fabor and interest on
the capital employed in it< culture, to be |
' fourteen cents per pound. ‘We wiil fur-||
thér suppose, that the southern frovinces
of Spanish America have established their
independence, and_are able to supply us
I with this valgable taw material atthe
I'vate of ten cents. Ought we, for the sake
}of saving a few cents per pound, to de-'
i stroy the prospects and rum the eslates
] of a million of the inhabitants of the

southern states—to paralize a culture so

immersely advastageous, and producing {|

I so large a fuad of wealth, and strength,

| sequences Wwhich cdnpot be  regarded

i deous. contrast, which we trust- escaped |

| ledged goodness and henevolenice of his|

——

' means of protecting her domestie indus- |

COIHN l.-.‘-:'.r.-‘-\‘ | I
L legislntive protection, for which thé ma-

* & §
Wihht g i

i Tuable machinery, which cost millions of

'] YWe have given a slight sketch of the !

if caryied into full and complete opera-

2 o ich
Smith, and where the theory -which now

l_‘! - ., . S
commodities cheaper t

| We trustthis will not be thoughta * fancy |

ed in‘one common mass. of ruin. This
picture demands the most sober and seri-
touis attention of the farmers and planters
fof the United States. e
1 It may be asserted, that-the supposi-

tion of our ¢euntry being fully supplied

with cottg:igrain_ ,h;%oreign natjons;,

is so improbable, -agnotto be admissible.
even by way of argament. 'Thisis a most
egregious error: our smppposition so far
as respects cotton is in ‘‘the full tide of
! successful experiment.” That article to’
a great amount, is evenat present import-
ed from Bengal, and sold at a price so far
helow our own, (hfference of quality con-
sidered) that our manufacturers find the
the purchase eligible, Let it be consitler-
ed, thatin 1789 doubts were entertained
whether cotton could he cultivated in' the
United States; that, in the year 1794, ‘
there were exported from this country,
of foreign and domestic cotton, enly seven
thousand bags ; and yet that in 1817, the
t amount exported _was above eighty m.l-
lions of pounds. INo man can be so far
misled as to suppose that Heaven has gi- |

and climate caiculated for such extraor-
dinary and almost ircredible advances.
! The rapid strides we have made may be
| 7lsa mace by other nations, . And s:thing |
South America wholly odt of the ques-
tion, it can hardly he deubted, from the
tspirit with which the culture of cottoplis
| prosecuted in the East Indies, ahd :
'certainty that the seeds of our best spe-
thatin a

i vided Adam Smith’s theory contiuues to
Lour of their owndharkets, after having
"driven them from those of Europe. . It is
nor, thevefore, hazarding much to assert,
| compelled to supplicate Congress for that
Lo fugruring industry of the rest of the Uni-

ed, would have saved from ruin numerous
mamifacturing  establishments, and inva-

| fatuitous nation of the earth, ..

ven us any exclusive monopoly of the soil |

s advantages, how

b

yort odiefe

where they arght

neglect and déstrnetioh of their domes!
industry. Wi;}r'hl'lt‘h“li cong be< |
fore your eves, can_you Cobtemplate the - 'L
desolating effects’of the syster se ‘
two gountries, without deep regret that . |
'sn many of our citizens and some df thém “i' !
in high 4nd elevated stations, advocate its '~
| universal adoption here, and are 8o far
enamoured of Dr. Smith’s theoryy that |
{| they regard asaspecies of Here ﬁ
of appealing to any other muthority, on.
the ail important and vital point of the (o
political economy ‘of ﬁntion_siﬁ P Fy s R
To avoic prolixity, we dre obliged to |
postpone the considegation ol: the rest. of
the errors of Dr. Sm this subject ; 3¢
shall conclude with a statement of those ’
maxims of political ecaiomy,.the : ” 8
ness of which is established. by the expe- .
rience of the wisest ‘ay welk as the most .~

'. L‘:dustry is the only sure W“. n -'
national virtue, happiness and greatness,
in.all its use’ul shapes and forms, has an. ’
perious elaim on governmental protection
Il Na_ pation ever prospered to the |
of whch it was susceptible, without duepro.
tﬂ;tlilt.m of domestic industry, ./ (' "
ML Throughout the world, in all ages,
‘wherever industry bas been duly, v
@anknd i.ave been uniformly i
IV.. Nations, like individuals,
reer of raun when their expen(}:t
their income. ' I N
. V. Whenever nations are in this §i
it is the imperiong duty of their ruleraso
ply such remedies, t» correct l!’he evil, ag

1
1T,

{ nature of the case requirg, ... . o
I %1 There are g:{if?ny litical evils,
to which a:wise legislature, untrammelled in
its deljberations and decisions, dannot apply
an ad. guate r-medy. ¥ 4 ! ;
VYII The cases a¥Spaih; Portagal, & italy

prove, beyond controyersy, thatn
t or abundal

will counteract the balefirl efficts g

| systems of policy ; and those of4

| noa, Switzerlant{, Holland & Scotl

| ly prove that no natural disadyantss

| insuperable by sound policy : b

. VHI. Free gov-rnment s not happin

!, Ir i3 only the means, but, 'wile@wb?dﬁfﬁ ' .

'doliars—now a dead and irr_eparublc-_loss :

Had |

'duly protected, they wonld have grealy |

.| lessened our ruinously -unfaverable bal- ||

rance of trade, and of course prevented
' that pernicious drain of specie, which has
overspread the face of our country with
L distress, and clouded (we trust only tem- |
| porarily) as fair prospects are ever dawn-
Lon any nation*

' efiects the adoption of this svstem would

tfrn, land also glahced at the consequen-
'res it3 partial operation has already pro-
duced in the latter. 'We now proceed to
‘take a very-cursory view (reserving de-

ftail for a facare accasion) of its lamenta- |

 blc resulis in Spain apd Portugal, where
ithe statesmen are disciples of Adam

| zoes under the sanction of his name, has.
begn in cperation for centuries, As * fo-
| Felpl  couhtries ' can su})ply them with
1an they them-

| sclves c<n mrake them,” they therefore

'with some.part ‘of the produce of their
Lown country.” '
i Fellow citizens, consider the forlornand

Edesperate state of those countries, ‘not-
| withstanding the choicest blessings of Na-
ture have been bestowed on them with
| lawish hand,—industry paralized, and the
' enormous floods of wealth, drawn from
| their colonies, auswering no other purpose
. but to foster and encourage the industry,
‘and promote the happiness of rival na-
'tions;—and all obviously and underiably
*This view mav appear top gloomy. Would
' to heaven itwere! A cursory glance at some
;_of ‘the great interests of the U. State,, will
 settle the quesiion.  Cotton, the chief staple
of the country, is falling, and not likely 1o
rise : #s the immense quantities from the }
| Bast Indies have glutled the English market,
which regulates the price in ours. A#airs
in the Western country, en whiclysa many of
| our importers depend, are to the last degree
unpromising. The importers, of course, haye
the most dreary and sickening prospects be-
forethem. They are deeply i debi- and.
their resources almost dltogether suspended,
| and a large proportion ultimately precarious,
' Commerce and navigation lapgussh every
twhere, except i the most ruiness brancu
| we carry on—that to the Hast Ind.es. Fur-

i

lous, that the pasitions i the textare by do

Qi

- -

j citizens reduced to beggary, and the far

A

s

means exsggerated,
le Bt~ T - 20 o

:.1 portance than »1l the foreign vnes, éven in

| rors in its system of political economy. ' -

| same way and manner as he lawfully'ma
| for the carriage of it

e

the certain means, of ensuring happiness
IX. The interesis of agriediture, mai.ufaca
tures and commerce, are so inseparably €on

nected, that any ser eus ajury sfered
on¢ of them, must lutﬁl:a" ect -:{
others. R A AR
X. The homg market for the productions
of the earth and manufactures, is of mor~im.

countries which carry.on an rmmense foréign
commerce, R L B8 & 17
XTI Tt is impossible fer a nation, possebsed

of immense natural allvan.ages, in ess
diversity of soil and ebmate—in productions

of inest:mahle value—in the en and en- ,
terprize of its inhabitants—and unshackled :
| by an oppressive debt, to suffer any griator
general distress, inita agriculture, commeroe

or manufgetures, (calamities pf seasons ex-
eepted) unless there be vital and radical er-

A a0 1::*; :
* BY AUTHORITY.
An act _atttht;risilig the Postmaster Generalto
contract, s in other cases, forcarrying the
mail in Steam lut.w;enﬁu :
in {he state of Louisana, and Louisvy
thestateof Kiontueky, - = 7 = :
Be it enacted by IL Senate and House
of Repiresentatives of the United States

| of America, in Congress, asseindled, That

he is

the Postmaster-Genéral may, a
r the

hereby authoﬁs;te . to, contract
transportation of mail in steam-
between New-Orleans, in the state of L.
isiana, and Louisville, in the state of Ken~
tucky, for ay term.of time, > _
four years in any ‘one:confract,

o _ , 'lm;?.é but“;mr ‘
whole; expense f sending the mail in. .
steam-hoatéshall not exceed thatof trans+ % -
mitting the same by land. .. =
Approved—=March 2, 1813, . 2l ’

e s

" Anact forthe reliefof Aquila Giless
Be it enacted byl&ehtc‘dn&}mo N
of Repiresentativesef the United States of

America, in Congress assewbled, That
the properaccounting officers of the Trea-

1 sury Department be, and they are hereby ./ s

anthorised and divected to settle the clamn
of ‘Aquila Giles, on account of a wa s
issued by D. Lincels, dated Degcember
twenty-eighth, seventeen hundred ‘and =
eighty-two, and attested by Joseph'Carle~

ten, expressing on its face to have issued -
for the balante of his pay.as a major for
that year, for five hup ;_,_ i doha “‘_*‘.‘r.n"a: g

the amount which may due |

Great-Britain ftﬂ'ords a felicitous in- || without™ awe,; and which could not fail {)her, notwithstanding nearly eight mill:Ts 1 shall be paid to the said Aquilg Gilés’ out
stance for our purpose. - Let us examine || eyentually to invovlein ruin even those of specie were imported in about a yeur, %0 {of any moneys in the Treasury notother~
what effect the adoption of this maxim |} who might appear in 'the first instance to j.great has been the drain, that the banks ge. ' ‘Wise ap opriated ; Prodi that any
would preduce: on her happiness dmd || profit by the adeption'of the system 2 || nergliy ageyso slenderly- provided, as to. €x- [} sum or syms of money withwhichihe may
prosperity. Tiaete It mey be well worth while to proceed !l cité serius uneasiness. - We are heavily i Foro g charged on the beoks'ef the Twea-

There are above 2 million- of people, || a step further, and take the case of*a na- | debted to England, sftér having ‘remutted |} o o e first deducted out'of s&id ambunt,
of both sexes and of all ages, employed, | | tion able to supply. us fully and compicte- || immense quantities of governmen: and bank Approféd-—-m‘ 8, 1819, ., - y
in that country, in the woollen and cotton }{ ly with wheat and ottier gram at « lower | | stogkgawh ereby we shali bé laid under a hea- |} e o Mo g L Al "

m ctures. By théirindustry in these  rate than our farmers could furniéh them. perpetualarnual tax for interest,— 1 ol act,for el ol BE Harald Sevce

branglles, they make for themselvés and || Thus then'we should find *ourselves pue- || OUF Ipabufacture; are 1n general droogang ; | e :
Aamilies, a comfortable subsistence. They || suing Adain ith’s sublime system—buy= and some ot them are one-half or two thirds |} - ‘

_afford a large and steady market for the ' ing cheap barsains of wheat 'or flour from || suspended.  Ourcit es present the ‘distress- || o A e 1.
productic f the earth, giving sapport |/ bne pation, cotton frouiancther, bavdware |} 'S V1€¥ of immense numbers of useful arti- \ s Wy
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