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In order ta give our readerssome idea of the
grounds taken ini this long and u__ipm-unt:'
debate, we firapgse to giwe them a speech
or twavon each lide of the question iy We
commence with ome hy M. Or1s of Wassa-
chusetts, in fayor of the Restrittion of |

Slavery in the proposed new. Stage of Mis.

souri _ L

i —

My, OT1s said it «hs:mserted by gen-
tiemen, that a. more grave andporten-
tous question had néver heen @gitated

within theseowalls, - This he woéuld not

depy ; andyet hecenld not consider it at

new question. If a stranger to «ur coun-
try, but familiar with our history, upgn
arriving here, at this moment, and wit-
pessing the perturbution of men’s minds,
within deors apd withouty should be told,
upon enqniringthecauw.that it aros ft_‘m'n
a ‘diccussion of & guestion whetl ry
should be inhihited in. v ial
possessions ; his first imp would

| tenter it

| country, can have no claims to partake

{ territ ry follow's upan conquest, Ifpeace

FT

treaty ‘the portico, ugh-which alone
they were entifted to admission. - In his
iow of the subject this distinction was
tremely mititerial, and he coald wish to
‘clear. - According to the
principles of the law of nations; a coun-
try. the. domain and jurisdiction 4aF which
is ceded in full sovereignty to another

in its government Wwhich are got to be
foond in precise terms. and stifulations.
The right to make war i§ an attribute of
every sovergignty, Conuest is incident
to war, and the right te hold g cinquered

is made on the principle of wri fiesaidetis,

sure. But if the cession of the conquered

witkout. mare words the wvictor disposes |
of his canguest, and governs it at his plea-|

territory is exterded into special articles,
looking to the future conditinn’and gav-

plicable t» a conquered territory are

cable purchase,

ernment of the inhabitants, the rght of |
the conqueror is then imited and dcﬁngd !
by the treaty alone.” The principles ap-|

equally so to a terrvitory aequired by ami- |
Lonisiana was ceded to|! lin
the United States in {ull sovereignty, with [, reignty, ) ; s ‘
i all the rights aver the same which be-| M the treaty, if not' gqualified, would ims

, MARCH '#, 1820, g,g

| ritory, Ulh%pt from .the reStriction ofyy mission o a share in the federal.councils, {4 Munities Which the people nq‘ AP RS
slavergy or by ‘any' éther circumstances,|| On. an equal footing with the .oripina’ ]| 4 state, or a giate B I e af ._hﬁ"“:‘-* t
fhoess s have been induced to segtle | | states, . Am.ng'these fundamental.ptin.  denied; anegitiv-callv, that whar Avag ==~ &
in Missourd,: tinder an expectatibn bf re- || Ciples is found a perpetuabicannon.agui st fls Jed the ria?-fé‘ - f seli gavertith -ng i thy By
taining their sidves, it* waild bevrepig- || involuntary servirude, Now, sir, P!eanH: 0 le or the faculty, of mfing*; e 3
thé prin = 8

nant to the principles of'eqiity to discon-
cert their plans, and liberate the negroes
already thére: Ande against this effect
they are protected by the amendment. It
rouches not the property in slaves alrea-
dy introduced, but regards the fatare aug.
‘mentation of their numbers.  So that jus-
vice wotild bé ‘@6ne to all parties to the
treaty. in the most-ample sense and alsp
to those whose cl¥ims arise not under
that instrument, but under the laws,
grants and .acquiescence of the govern.
ment of ;the United States,

Thus not a mortal san make any rea-
sonable gomplaint. | Noris the hardship
greater apon the owneér of a'slave, who
is prevented from taking him- hereafter
into that cbuntry, than upon the proprie-
tor of @ house or a ship, which cannot be
removed. Let us then, having designat-
ed the parties, their rights, and their pre-
sent atti:udes, procerd to those clauses of
limitation of the ubsolute right of sove-
which the terms of cession used

certainly be, that this question hadbeen {| jonped to France and Spain. - Had “the (! port. ‘The enquiry, he readily -greed,

put to rest some three apd thirty vears |

a
cg::.rd to say) that the earliest exercise !
of vour authority over the domain ceded |
1o the U. S. was manifested ina solemn |
protest against theintroduction of slavery

in‘o it. and that you thus afferded an ear- ||

nest of vour future policy and intentions
in regard to all similar acquisitions of ce-
dod territory. Wherefore, in the ordi-|
pance for governing the north-western |
territory, did vou, with such ve deli- |
beration establish, as ts:oi the  da-
mental principles of “‘civil and re™ ious

~1 have * yead, (he would be n-{

nt been comprized in these terms on-|

¥y it woeuld have been absolute.
“‘States might have held it forever asaco-}
idone; of profubited its séttlement, or gov- :
cerned it by a prefect ; and why not have
"admitied it to A partial c:nin‘\ merit nfi
rate rights 2 Sach an"admission night
well be conceived to be 4 baon to the in-|
| habitants, It certainly would have been |

| & relexution of the abuolute right of do-|]

minicn vested by the cession hat. ob
jeetion eerpld be riyised ag roffer-
ng o the inhabitants of a @ trv. thus|

urcondivianally surrendered, any linsited |

————

liberty, for the regulation of your rervito- | " fucuity of parvtaking of the powers of your |

ries in all'future time, thelexclusion of || conctitution, which prudence and policy i' would §
involgntary sevvitude, and why would you || might induce you o grant 2 Whv should | | these w
vou he conipelled.to grant to them all |4 partin

orn:thing 2 Why should rhey be vesirier- | SOYErt a ‘
ed from acceptinn of a part that would || though much'inight bedwrg d.in favor of |

now relax a _system established n the
“ healthfol vigor and freshness of four few- |
Iy acguired iberty, and briag inte doubt
principles which were thes! so solemnly |
determined ?’—To these enquiries, he
sail, be shopid only be able o ahswer,

“ temporg mulGRENr €T 10y muianrurin ||

hs” : X |
Tf the obligations imposed upon vs by |
the constitution ®ere rigoroos to the ex-
tent which gentlemen segrfed to insist,
our situntion was indeed deplorahle, If]
while thie netions of the od world were!
forming © nfederations in order to ‘eXx-|
glude from themr cwn depeudencies the
forure introduction of slave’s, ahd to pro- [
pivi:te heaven by an auempt to atone fnr1
past abominations of ihat traffic of the
human species ; we are nat only inhihi- |
ted from coming into their system, bl._ltl
are realiy oblfed, by treaw, te openn
new and illimitable market within our!
owa territorics ; and whilé they are cun-*
tracting the sphere of haman misery ang |
servitude, we are compelivd to widen its|
expanse froms the Mi-sissippi to the ret-|
ting <sun ; then, indeed, is owrsituation
most bumbling. It will be in vain, he

feared, to compare the yotith and purity !

of our institutiuns with the decripitude of
the old world, an & rottenness of thfir
systems, if this be-our predicament. If
the President and Senate cam, by treaty,
acquire pesscssions in all parts of the

globe, and bind us to adatit them into our |

Union, without auy.acatrietion-opon their
lJaws apd usuges ; should he chance to;
trovel through anv part of Europe, afiei
these shonld be admitied as acknewledy- |
ed principles of consiitntional law, and
hear his country bratided as a region of hy |
pocrisy, and its pecple as a race of men, |
who, with liberty intheir mauths, carried |
vods for the backs, and chams for the
seet of unborn millions, into a new world;
he shonld stand inpced of the speech of |
the hon. genteman from Md, as fue ondy
panoply competent te enable him to repel
the point of such™ijurous Aegusations, as
his owp invention would not supply him
with @ satsfactory answer,  Stll, if in
peality car faith, by treaty, "wus thus
phghted, though he shouid deen: the ac-
quisition of -the whole territory a wital
misfortune, &nd should thimk it v
h: ve been happicr for us if the Mississip-
pi bad been an eternal forrént of burning
Juva, irvpassalle as the Jake which sepa-
rates the evil from the good, and the re
ions beyoud it destined to be covered
’i rever with brakes and jongles, and the.
impencirable haunts of the wolt and pan-
ther 5 yet, he would not then advocate 2
breach.of the public faith, but he should
think it'the duty of Lengress to recom-
mend a pew negociation with the present
beneficent Monarch of Fiance,to the end
of cbiaining hisTei¢use from the provis
sions of atreatyso fatal to our best inter-
L 18 9

In all the discussicns of {he thain ques-
tion, which had comie under his cye, the
gisputanis on each sice bad placed the
consiitution in the foreground, and reserv-}
ed the treaty of cession for subsequent
cxamipatupn. - But o him it appeared{
p ure proper to invert tins order of en-’
quiry. Tue people of Missouri bad no}
Canus 1o a participation inthe benehits of
the constitution, except such us were Ce-
rived to them through tho wedium of the
tr. iy, avu o fur only ‘o8 these bencfits

¥

i1 got,
territory duder the constits ion must bhe |, become and ].-t:lﬂlt‘!lt states, 2atdbmembers
| anoouticed, (a question now too lute to |, of the Foderal Uvion. He w
e stil'red.) r that bhe faculty of impare- ! ; gver *'*FC?HSH* utions, which fie took from
Ing to the pew domain so much and une || Bisowe pigeon holes, and hurg upoa the
mure of the absolure power of the'sove~ | fleck of his alhes withochains ; byt they
reigu as ‘to him shepld scem goud, must || were génerally of 4 different description

| not agree, without a s:mgﬁc,

lnther part. With respect to, by far the

, ther class—those w40 had migrated thi-

'z.

| tyyafieeting the inhabitauts of the ceded

be useful wo them, and sufficient for aili
their purposes, because the whole whigl

nusttainuible 2 "No conjectuse could bf."
raised of any geod reason for placing a
a¥ernment, and #s newly acguired sub- |

w-i*r,',which could not be #ltered or mo- |
dified

bt that eitiiet the right to acqure

he: edmitted. Keeping, then, in ‘view |
these generabprincipleX he was prepar- |
Fed to examine the treaiv of cession in de-
b tail, and ascertain how far the «holule’
sovéréiguty or rn hitof soil and jurim‘.'i'c_-!

| special provisions of that instrunient., It |
{ would, however, facikate the «xplanation |
of his views, to consider who were thé|
| parties to the treaty, As to this, lLe ob-
' senwed, that negatively they werk not the
‘ white peopled states on one side, and, the |
l slave holding states on the other as the |
course of the argmment might somgtimes
{ aliiost lead us'to gonclude. It would uf- |
- flict him to see the Senate djvirle into the |

| factions of the Guelfs and Ghibelines, Q!"“ n !
the whise and red roses suspended in the || tae epoch of its conglgision. - At this fe

He: shouid || riod the Fed. ral uiion euisisted of states
o give up || which' had joincd the'€phfederacy vsler |
a Citizen of {! varisus cucamsinnges.

]

festoons of their tapestry,

| his right to be considered 4s i

' a common country, ‘of 'whigh the goatie- |
man who preceded him was sodistiuguish

¢d un ornanient.  The parties then were || come in without the restriction upon sla-{
very, and Obhio, which had ueceded to !
she restriction; and adopted it asa part |

the United Statés of América, in behalf of |

the citizens who were original parties to
| the canstitidtion, the old states then in
| the Unian, on oue part ; ‘and Napoiccn,
. st Consul of France, in bhehalf of the
t French nation, (of which Louisiana;  in- |
| cluding Missourt, was a portion,) on the

greater number and most important in-
terests of the people at that time inhabi-
tants of Louisiana, the treaty has been
executed to their entire satisfaction, and
they have nothing w say. They have
been erected jto astate, without any ex-
ceptionabie reéstriction, To {(he residue
of thdSe inbabitants, sow in the Missouri
territory, it waus sufficient (o say that it
was mnot po;_sib_lt, in( the words of the
.treaty, to make them a sgate. _“They
were toofew, and could have no'l fext
for elaiming this privilege. AS to ano-

ther from the United States, they _
‘Clayn no right iMissouri under the tiea:
1y, correctly .speaking.® They canget|
lace themselves in the situation of the
rench subjects who were pepresented by
Napdleon  They, werg American citi-
zens, audas suclifivhabjung the old do-

ted States. For.uny violation of the trea

territory -at thetiwe of the cession, the
French goveroment might demand re-
dreéss ; but, in behalf of thos: whose mis
grativn thithier is posterior, that govern-
mient ceald uot be eatitled 0 interpese..
1t is undoubtedly true, -however, that if,

s

main, they were partics onder the Uni -

The U. ]}

‘cts, in any predicamong respecting cach |

by.a faif compuet ; aud he could )’

I! waviug this consideration, and uccefh.ing

tion in Lonisians, wase yirelled By tre |

were alluded to, or secured to thent by {{ by the sal- of your lands, or by permit- H
Capress refelcucg i gm. ustraent. | iug oilier stales to be erceied i the ted-|
S t s N

e ' o

11 shonld be approached with a spirit of 1i- | footing” upon which they were té be ad-
@ thys ordinance |

bevaiity and fair interpretation, and not |
with the artifices of forced constructions, |
and the narrowness of Jurkiical formts.— |
The material worrds ate these: “The I
Wihobitunts of the ceded terriaery shall be |

according to'the federal eonstitGuon, two :
the enjoyment of all the rights, advanta- |
xes, and immunitics of citizens of the U i
States ;3 and, in the medn time, shali h'-;

an wiich they profess ™ Ve, O,

atlse ro consylor whﬂ({;vr ajl |
iight not be satistied by im-
10se inhabiiants a tervitorial |
ty such as they wow egjoved, |

the reh®

' such a censtruction, e first consul, |

' Napolean, had indecd, extended his pa-

| n‘igh! be Iln"-il]i‘t'ﬂhlt‘ to t‘]{ ;r c;rlj“njstan.' } ternal care to most t‘f._ the llhliﬁﬂs i“ Fs'd' {
ces, or unimportant to their welfare, is | ropy, andl taken o* Jeast a bird’s eye view

Pef the affairs of the United Siates, and
' play his ggod offices in giving to them a |
conyvenient adircegtion Bat he doudtd how
far #t was an wdispens. bie consideration
with hrisw 4t the tioie of auaking tae trea
ty, that the people of L-uisiana should

as .a great

ifrom those ¢f the United Statés.  But

' the phrascblogy of the treaty in the most
popuiar and iiberal sensey nnd grautivg
that te terms * meorporstion in the U-
vion” apdtadwission to be states, are sy-
nbnimogs terms, the guestion na urally
eccur's, what was the tondation @and cha-
ragter of this union of Siates at the time
of framing the tpeaty & Tolkis, Whatcver
f it sight be, bellfpuriies, Ceriaimly the
ministers of the Unied Starés, must Le }
understead  to ref Theretis no rule
moie cortain inthetterpreration of trea-
ties, than that wlich preserives a regard
ta be had to the condition of the pyyties,
angl subjec, maiter of the negociaton at

—— ey -

i
}
{
|
|

| There were the
olg United Statés ; there were also Kens
tdclty, Vermout, Teunessee; who had

of her ¢ ~“astiutions Provi ion Wwas also
bnade by the' ordinance of 1787, (justly
styled the immortal ordinance) for the
| acdmission of ollier states in the only ter-
ritorial possessions of the United States,
subject to the inhibition of servitude, All
‘these states were incorparated ifito the
Union at that time: But as the nferen-
ces resultjng from thi. ordinance, are all
important andgobclusive ur the illustra-
tion of the subje€t, and applicable as well
to the construction of the constitution as
of the treaty, {which he should endeavor

genge to recapitulate its history, and to
nhi:)!f-‘}n what manner it had become en-

{grafted into the whole body of our laws
Lappertainingito this pPower of admitting

new states. On this tepicC, dates, though
Ldry, become material. The north- west
€rn territory was ceded by Virgioia, in
L March, 1754. In July, 1786, Tongress
passed a resolu ion recommending to Vir-

ginia ta revise her gt of cession, so far as
to empower Con ‘To er@it not more
‘three states, as

nee, as the original states

formed thefe _
‘ he estalilishmcut of states, and their ad-
- S AR s

to observe'a most decisive and leading
fact. In December, 1788, the state oﬂ
| Virginia, by an ag€v reciting the recom-
mendation of Congress, of 1786, and in
express words recognizing the ordinanee
of 1787, assents to the propesal made |y
 Cougress, and ratifies and confirms the

' & repetition of terms of that pro
| thus giving its solemn sanction and adops-
“tion to the entire ordinunce, to the extent
of her power. Nbaimagination, he believ
ed, ¢ id forman ide. of a more. perfect

3

_consideration, solemnities, exchang: of
documeiits, perfect and marual intelli-
‘gence, and due deliberation. Hence it

! artiede of that ordinance which cont ined 1)
jf_|| ; :

compact than :lis. Here were. partics, |

{ Coustita:ion, proceeded fo
[PiEsof tha’ %’-‘?ﬁr‘dl ' '

e |

eontrary. it was an )
Pegple o f the several old I, Srates,
f‘d in the;m_by__‘th’e laws of e
ticns, when) soyereigniy was - :
j%_"!dt‘ A T
M‘.gpvern:ncmg for themsglves; |
rIght in those old inlixiitants w‘i‘r-;m

yesta

@ount to the for nation of the federa

stitution,

bieathed the hreaih of

4 1e subsequemly acq,:i-l’ed ¢ topy,
| C1e slates herefter to be farlned, n 3
same precise ‘ t

} of all parties, of Virginia who made, and
of Congress «hich roceived: the ¢ ssioi,
the prohivition of slavery to all perpetu

 tuity, and in all goveriments in that ter-

 Fitory, wasapot deemed to impair, in any+
respect, batto be perfectly consistent with
| “ the sovereiguty, freedom, and fudepen-

incorporated intothe Unwob of the United f!
Srates, dand admitted, as socn as possible, i

mangaied and proiected in tue trve en- ||
joym £ their libeorty, pyoveriv, and -'t

shewn 4 oomdescending. willingness o dis {1

-

g’ Lands, recognize the aathopity “of the

1 sanie ordinance; and stipulai€fopthe fu- |
{ware admission of che ceded territory *in- |
| to the union,” on the same conditions’ and |
| restrictions, and with the same privileges, |
land in the same manner, **asisprovided
' by uint ordinance.”

' dence” of the states, and * the origmal

- mitted into the union,
| had been despaiched by.the honorable
| gentlenian who precede ghim, as an asur-
parion, Buot wowas anu urpation in favoer
y ot the righis of mankimd, with the consent |
L of afl parues concerned ; and Mr. Q.car-|{
ed nor 4t this day whether congress un-
<o thewid coufederationshad power to
| adiuire territary or not.  Virgia, who
f granted coukd not have dispuced the tide,
L and @by courcof chandery wouald have Ge

| vided thit the vrautees touk and held an
cestate b trust for the whole Auverigan
{ peaple.  If they conid not have held ;|
| there wasna ntle clsewhete to be, found.

| But the recognition of this ordinance does |
ot rest heie. He would demonstrate

tollows irresistibly, that, by the admission {

I

‘exists between the umion and the éifidar
of the old states | ; B T
ali that ismot gral

ﬂ,sf'}-ved to the stutes, “In the former,

that is not granted ti
served ¢» the  Usijon,
states are the gources »
constitution IS’ € reservair ; i the othe
the pelnple of the Uuited Statey are d:'x
fountan, whence must issud the Streaigy
destined. o ferulize mtid ir ate the cew
ded tepritories, and AL ng as th
agents, - may .nd ought to pr&%in
-',%)urse and digection; & ervct ¢
nd the dykes which a regavd to
mon welfare may demand, Ig 2 wor
hie insisted, in reforence to the two bases
that in‘onc the states wete grautorsian
the.constitation the grantee, and th in
the other, the grantor is the constitgri

i one gase, the

moundg

T'ne principles of the Constitution had
hearing on ove class of these relations.
Princ:ples age posudaies, whiciy constis \

But_there dre no priaciples (touchity th
mutiicipal relations between srates o

| that it had been wrought into.the entire
system of the constitution and laws, and |’
merwoven wich the very warp ana woof, |
SO 48 1o have become a'purtof the f.bric, |
One of the Aist acis of the first Congress,-
under the new coustitation, was framied |
to mnfuse mew vigor ino this ordinance,
and to give it tull effect, dnder the pew ’J
‘order of things. = )

In Doecember, 1789 North Carolina |
cedestp the United S ates that poriion of |
her tertitory, singe coastituied into the
state of Teunessee ; and ¢Xpressly refers;
to, and-establiSlies, so far as her cogsent
could do it, this same ordinRnce, except-
ing however the sluve article, (rhus im- |
piving that’ without the exception she

citizens, it the fedéral combact,. ex

guaraiteed. For the rest, the treaty Shix -

patations deterinine. that the inbabitan

‘ of Lgu siana, Wuen .‘wﬁrat{d{-ma

be eliginle to the, Presidents, Vige Hri sis
dents, members of Cougress, und canallé

 tution, civil .td muiitary, dad edtitléd

Aheir fair and proportionate shage of 1
the greas eontracts and -little contracts, .
apd to all sorts of privileges and advane
tages enjoyed Oy antiher eitigen of the
unjon n that capavity,  Bat it does. no§
sevire to them that thep shall be admite
ted without the slave. i tion, 4s. wag

would be bound by it) and this gession is
accepted by Congress spon after the a §|
doption of the new constitution. n April, ||
17938, an act of Congresgfor the amicable |
settlement of the limitsof G -orgia makes

“this ordinance, widh the same exception,

the basis of all the rights and privileges,
of the people of the terrvibory. o *y:‘
1800, the very first section of the act re-
larive to the territory cedéd by Georgia, |
sets up and extends this ordinance to that
country, lJX express reference ; again, in

April; 1802, the articles of agreement be-

tween the Wuited States and the State of
Georgia, for the cession of the Yazoo

Buch being the statg ||
of f.cts connegted with this ordinange, at

+stances

to demonstrate,) he must c¢rave indui-

I the time of making the Louisiana treaty,

‘Trerritorial possessions, or any" ¢

Lit is altogesher inconceivable thiat the A
merican ministers, in constructing an ar-
| ticle which lgeked to the fuiare incorpe-
. ragon . of staies from a . territory which
| was to be transferred to the UnitedBtates
| should lese sight either of #n or 'y

; tained the fundaimental principles that
| had been recognized an adopted in eve-
| ry former instauce of the admission of a
*¢ terfiforial” state. - It 18 equally impos
sible thawhe framers of the ireaty shonld
have intended to te up the bands of Con-
gress from the power of “Sicts i

the imhabitants into the UMGHE
{ same mode that the mhabitants of «
3 them,
had been so igcorporated. Henee, it ar-
resistibly foll%i:s. that Congress, by in-,
cu_r%rating“ he people of Missourt into
the guion, upean the same principles and
-with similar restrictions to thos: which
‘at the tume of that treaty had beea actu- |
ally oioulded inl the constiption of Q-
hio, and which - were promulgated and

| states to be erev ed in tie North-western

L or of the practice. under it, which con-}

Vestablished as fundawmentals for toe fature |

i

| territory, would execute the treaty not

- But they were anot only w

in_toe spirit, But wo the very leiter. s/
sncorporated | |

' in the Uuion ; they were®0 be admitted, |

than Jive, of less
{uture circumistances might require, in
the cgded tefritory, which shovld have

'}

" accordmg o the pringiples of the federal |
| thesame rights pof sovere:gity, frﬁdum‘-}scmmimtion, t« the enjoyment of all the |
{and independen . ‘ _ _
In July, 1787, was passed the celebrated ' tizens of the Upned Siates. HVaat, then
orthipance for the gavernment of thatters | is a just description of rights, im
ritory, establishing fundamesital princi- | asd advantages, derigabic fpom ¢
.of civil and religious liberty as thé ' stitution of the United States; for it
is of all laws, cotistitutions, and gov~'  these alone which fcll within the s€o
 ernmesits, which should forever after be ' the afthority of the negociators

; and providing also fur, treaty on yourbebalf? Thcy were net
|} STEIA M RESHLIGE A0y RS- VX M

rights, inmumties, aot advantages of ci-

the cons

)

munties, |

the

4

| charter requesied by 1

Fany constrictive or impligd &

Tennessee ; nor ’absohitel; sub_'ﬁst.tn
a8 Were the nprth-western territor
states; U that ei her ane or th othes

rof these mekl_d;:s “of admissien should b‘
gress, X3
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