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{proper—They have received his'resigna- | intend tocarry them on. If behovegieve- Mrﬁ. did ‘nant expect that any thipg he

GFNFRAL ASSEVRLY.

DEBATE ON . .
INTERNAL- IMPROVEMENTS.
C'qgeluded.

Mr.. Yaneey (the Speaker) obeerved,|
that the subject under consideration was
of great comsequence, bath-as it regards
the public interests of the State, and the
impression it is calculated to make on
public opinion. - He considered the ques-
tion of more real importance Ithan any
othier which has been, or will be present-
el to the Senate this session; for if th!s
bill he passed into.a law, the public opi-
pion of the State will be cnns'dc‘red as

to any thing like system m pro-
moting Tmprovement ; and if this be the
cpinion -of the public, all those hopes
which the friends of a liberal policy have
rherished for prometing the great inter:
ests of the, State, and exalting its charac-
ten 2ATe ﬂté“ Cl'ld- : L

The - Legislature of 31815, which- first
cet the suhject of Internal Improvements
afloat in this State, deserves immortal ho-
_nor in the ‘History of this State. Like
ather gredt and patriotic men, the Mem-
bets of that body will be é€ntitled to the
gratitude of posterity. .
” Previous to the year 1815, many public
<pirited men in the Sgate were desirous to
qp‘bmpriare a part of the public funds, to
+he opening and completion of the naviga-
tion of oer rivers, and the -imgmwment
of the public highways of the State ; -but
the parsimony of some and the difficulty
of carrying on the’ improvement upca
principles 6f correct political economy,
always baffled the attempts.

Attempts had also been made, to ac- ||

complish these objects by the aid of indi-
vidual interest and enterprize, in InCorpo-
roting'Cempanies to carry on the work.
When these attempts were made, they
were alwavs defeated by those who had
the same pretended friendship for inter-
nal improvement manifested by the gen-
tleman from Randoiph. The Legislature
of 1815, believing that the only practica-
hle mode of improving the State was to
incorporate companies for this purpose,
the State at the same time sobscribing a
part of thé capital, had the patriotism &
courage to commence the work,for which,
as a citizen of the State, I tender them the
mest sincere thanks of my heart.

"It has been found elsewhere, as I have
no doubt it will be here, that the most ef-
ficient mode of public improvement is, to
combine public funds with individual in-
revest & entetprize, the State becoming a
stockholder to the amount of its subscrip-
tien : for independent of the application
of the public money to a great state im-
provement, it will in the process of time
vield us a handsome revenue. But no plan
of public improvement can prosper with-
cut system, calculated te control the con-
flicting interests of individuals & promote
the public welfare.—For this purpose the

government shiould have the direction of [ As an individual it was with him immate-
brial whether the State Subscribed for these!

the public works, and they should be un-
derthe immediate superintendance of an |
officer skilled in civil engineering.

fn the year 1819, pursuing this policy;
the Legistature of this State passed a law
creating a fund, and a board to manage
it, for the promotion of Internal Improve-
ments, which the bill now before the Se-
nate prapoges to repeal. Ever sincde the
year 1815, the friends of improvement in
the Legislatare have been endéavoring to |
effect this ohject. They proposed in the |
vears 1817 and 1818, that the dividends

arising from the stock which the State |

holds inthe séveral Banks and Naviga-}
tion Companies should be appropriated |

for this purpose ; but owing to Varions | where, that the act incorporating the | [ that the balance of the capital shall t:),g
| Board of Public Improvements gives them ||

conflicting interests, they could not suc- |
ceed. In the year 1819, the State having
acquired by treaty with the Cherokee In- |
dians, made by the United States, a large :
quantity of Jand lying in the western part |
of the State, a fund which Providence
seems to have thrown in our way, with-
out cost or sacrifice, the friends of inter-
nal improvefwent prevailed on & majority
of the Legislature of that.year to appro-
priare the proceeds of the sale of this land
to Public Jmprovements : But which the
gentleman from Randolph and his friends
now seek to repeal. It was proposed not
only that this land should be thus appro-
priused, but that the profits arsing from
onr Navigation Stock sshould also be ap-
plied to this purpose, _
Ta this proposition, so reasonable in it-
sclt, there was an cbjection, and the bill
was then amended by striking out the
approprigtion as to the dividends avising
from wavigation sweck, but a very large
mejority was in favor of appl-opj-ia[ia& the
Cherokee lands. T
The Legislature, in passing this law,
had, no dotbt, tWo objects in View ; the
one carefuily to husband the funds of the ]
several Navigation Companies; the oilier,
that the fund éreated shovld be set aparf
‘or the improvement of the whole Srqte,
and be used for nootlier obect. W hat
“Upropriation, asked be, hud beéen mige,
‘v cariy on the great business of ineyfal
‘vl revemnent betore this'act passed ? 1he
Lle had - subscribed ‘to the Roancke

Ba 6‘000

"y r

Lar River G,C06 :

" cent, no money having yet heen collected

1 11_}““‘). Sls.UCU;U*eYadkm 25.“00; fﬂl)(l the Engirrtér; bi.ll‘his is a matter

O the Cupe-Fear 15,0005 to the Cataws |
to the Nouse 6,800; and tothe |!

| Eogind er & employ another, if they think

- Of these sums, the Treasurery has tnade |
the following payments, viz : to the Rean-,
oke R13,750 ; to the Yadkin 10,800 ; to
the Cape-Fear 15.000. the whole amount.

the Neuse 1,200 ; to the Far River, nota

from the individual subscribers.

Having considerable .interest in these
Companies, it is proper that the Stat_e
{should have in her employ a skilfuliEngi-
neer, that the money may not be wasted.
That abnses have taken place is readily
admitted ; and, perhaps; more in that
section of the country with which the gén-

Mr. V.grown out of the law of last session ?

| prevent all such abuses in’ future. The
Board appointed under that law is alrea-
idy correcting the evil, as may be seen by
, E,n inspection of their Report which they!
' have just made to the Legislature. i
{ Whilstspeaking of this Report,he would
[ take notice of a part of it which he was
| astenished to see. It was stated, * that

‘all.the Companics, except. Roanoke, are}

_deficient in funds to complete theirworks
' ==and assoon as the state of the fund for
internal improvements will admit of it,
' the Board recommend to the General As-

sembly to aid them by additional subscrip-!
 tions of stock.”

timent of astonishment and regret, hesaw

' Mr. Y.said, it was with a mingled sen- Pgthat the improvements of our navigation

-this remark in the report of the Board, {{ and gradually extended to the interior of

suhscribed ; to the Catawba 1,800; tof

tleman from Randolph is best acquainted, |
than any ‘other. Rut have these, asked |

Far fromit. That law is cajculated to|

tion, and he will :
{ the conrse of the next month; and his As-
-sistant ‘sooh after ; and the Board will'em-

compensation.. No doubtthey will doso;
if not, the _elective principle we retain
over them, ‘will command them to walk
out of office, and give place toothers who
will act agreeably to the-public.will. ~
1t was erroneounsly believed by some,
that the present Baapd had contracted
with the Principal Fngineer and his "As-
sistant now inoffice ; but if they look into
| the subject, it will be found they were én-
gaged by a member of the former, Board
still in England, and that the contracts
| were confirmed by the last Legislature,-
We have natanly our own experience,
| said Mr, Y. but the experience of other
| States, that our Public Improvements
| ought to be carried on according to some
system, n order o msure consistency and
economy, And shall we now, by passing
this bill, say that no system, is necessary,
contrary to all the experience we and
other States have had to the contrary?
" Mr. Y.said the people he had the honor-
! to représent were deeply interested in this
{ question, as well as a very large portion
of the State; and he regretted to learn
from some parts, so deeply intergsted in
'! the navigation of the rivers, the objections
which had been urged.: It has been said,

should have comnienced on the sea-coasts,

-and could only ascribe it to a want of cor- 1 the country ; that an outlet from Albe-
S'n-.p marle Sound to the Atlantic, & the open-
!

 réct  information on that subject.
-said be, it is no less the duty, than the
' right of the representatives of the pecple
'x:his plate, to speak freely of the opini- |
ofts er conduct of those to whom great

¢ public’ measures are entrusted; and I

| hope, thar if the interest of the people wp~ 'l the imputation of selfishness. 1. agree,

on Roanoke -has not heen ‘understcod or
attended ta by this Board heretofore, that

in relation tn the Roancke Company?|
The State subscribed for 2500 shares in |
that Company, & has paid only $135,750 ;|
whilst in the Cape-Fear Company, in'}
which she subscribed: 815,000, she has|
paid the whnle amount. !
vidual sfockholders had paid in full he §
did mot Know, but that was for the Board
hereafter to report. To the Roanoke ]
Company, little.more than half the su'mr
subscribed has been paid.. This State has |
a right to subseribe $55,000 more in the
| Rranoke Company.: and this he thought,
| right, because when that sum was sub-
' scribed, this state would stand on an ¢gual

e

' the State of Virginia, wiib held stock in
/it to the amount of $80,000.

But the Roanoke Company have,as vet,
applied in ¥ain to the Legislature of this!
- State either tn take the shares thus re-
- served, or relinguish the right of the State, |
so that individuals may subscribe for)
‘them. They have refused to do either,— |

' shares or not; but as a citizen of the
| State, he feit great solicitude on account|

| of the influence which it weunld give thed:

"State in the concerns of the Company.—
If the State were to relinquish her right

he taken up by individuals. When thel
Board of Public Improvements come tol
take a correct view of the subject, they!
will find that the Roanoke needs the as-
' sistance of the State as much as any other!
of our Rivers, :

It had been stated by the pentleman
+from Randolph, and he had heard it else-

L unlimited powers to apply the moauey ari-
. sing from the sale of the Cherckee land
+ as they please. It was only necessary tq
read the law to be convinced that the
Board could not apply its funds butagree:
_ ably to the directions of the Legisiaturel
Mr. Y. read some sections of the act ta
1 confirm what he had stated, |
i The road, of which the gentlema

from Randolph speaks, which the Board |

caused to be laid out through the Cheros
. kee lands, and for the making of which
' they have since entered iuto a contract,
[ was laid out in consequence of a separate
. actexpressly directing the Board thustd
'expend a part of the funds arising from
[the sale of the Cherokee lands. 5
j The gentleman from Rahdolph com-
plains that some of the Navigaticn Com-
[ panies _bave improperly applied thei
; funds, speaking particularly of the Capdq;-
« Fear Company, with  whese conduct he
| said he was bestacquainted. Mr. Y. ha
no doubst, that, in scme instances, not onl
in the Cape-Fear Company, but in _utherzg,i

{
<

|| State susceptible of improvement should
fit will receive hercafter jts full shure of, L}; receive it,and there are no objects of nub-
attention.. What, he asked, are the facts, i!: lic' patronage more worthy than these :

Whether indi- r

! footing, in interest in that Company, with |/

1! we have at this time 4 tolerable naviga-

to subscribe for these shares, 24 hoursy| be saved  to the planter, byt all the risk
| would scarcely pass, hefore they would!{ and] exposure of thé produce now expe-

| and I believe it is their unanimous opinion

i And the balance of the capital, it is con-

| tions to the navigation above and below

| ail their borderss - What cednly in the

private interest might have been too much |
consulted. . But theact of last session was

abuses, by placiog the several Companies
onéer the direction of this Board and the
purcipal Engineer, , L SO

He knew that -the high salapy which
had been given to the Principal Engineer
| b.d been objectéd to, and he knew also
| what bad taken place beiween the Board

which docs” hot properly belong tb this
hscussion. . The Board have the power
tu recelve Lhic resignatibn of the present

intended to prevent a recurrence of these |

| ed more of its benefits already ? ‘Thou-

| ing and deepening the Swash, as itis call~
{ ed, should have preceded  all other im-
{ provements in the navigation of the Roan-
'oke. Gentlemen should recollect, that
{ such an objection would subject them to

| said he, that al] the water ccurses in the |

i and let gentlemen who make these objec-
+ tions come forward with their proposition

in the same way we have done upon the-
'rivers, and we are rot only wiiling to vote

them subseriptions on the part of the Le=

gitlature, but to aid by individdal sub-

scriptions in any practicable scheme of

improvement, With the public improve-

ments going on upon Roanoke, said he, I

am bérter acquainted than any other part
- of the State, & I maintain that the course

they. have pursued, in first removing the
.great obstacle to the navigation of the
falls, is carrect both as regards the imme-
"diate interest of the stockholders and the
re:t interest of the country attaclied to
that river. Above -and below the falls
! tion, but the produce of the upper coun-
. try, in descending the river, was obliged
, to be deposited at Rocklanding, and from
, that place transported to a place below

the falls, where it-was again received by
Ilargq boats and carried to market. But
' 50 soon as the ¢anal shall be finished, the
. produte will be carrizgd by water in the
iboats of the upper country, through the
i canal, where it will be received in large
- boats and immediately carried off to mar-
i ket. So that the expence of transporta-
| tion by land arqund the falls will not only

| rienced will be avoided. Having served
 for twelve or eighteen months a« a Direc-
! tor of the Rbanoke Company,said Mr. Y. I
| know something of the opinions and feel-
. ings of the directory upon  this subject ;

i#hat so soon as the canal around the great
| falls shall be made navigable with safety,

immecdiately expended in jniproving the
i navigation of the river above and below
| the falls at the same time. They have a
' capital, if I am nqt mistaken, said he, of
' about B393 400. Of this sum, it is estima-
jted that the canal will cost about 228,000.

templated to apply in removing obstruc-

'the falls, Sir, said be, the peoplc on that
river are greatly interested in this ar-
| rangement of the improvement of its na-
| vigatioh : to the people in‘the upper coun-
try it will prevent delay; expence & risk
in their produce ; and to the people be~
low, this specdy course to effect thenavi-
gation will pour iuto the besom .of their
counties the wealth of their western bre-
threns  T'he counties of Haliftax, North-
ampton, Martin,; Bertie and othersimme-
diately contiguous to the river, will feel
tiie effects of thi§ improvement: it will
force, it persevered in, a market at their
own door, and diffuse its wealth threugh

State, is more interested in improvements
than Halifax, and what county has receiv-

sarids and hundreds of thousandsof dol-

!

lars haye been & wilt be expended in 2hat
County on Roanoke, and yet strange to
see, that her public councils bave huher-
| to shewn such apathy on the subject. I
€all upoh her represeutauives, saud he, up-
oh'this occasion,” a8 well as thoseof the
‘other counties in that part of the State; to
assist us, opon this important question
‘U'he niterest of - their people 1s grestly

go-out of ‘employment in|

ploy them or others at a mor® moderate |

1@ breach of faith, the public faith of N.
Carelina wonld' not agam be relied upon. |
| Mr! Y.read the first section of the act|

|guished men in the Western and South-~

ﬂened man-in the State.

{against them. * I hope, sif, said he, the

thl'obt of all valy
| improvemént in the Stste.

Ty part of the State interested in improve-
|'ments, to adhere -Closely to the svstem
|which they ‘have adopted, otherwise all
their Tond' :{micielations “on this subject
will be blasted. ©.'T
'?f Roanoke, from its source to its mouth;
18"
1this ‘questign, in vain may we expect to
do so hereafter. CLIPNSE =
Mr. Y. cailed upon gentlemen disposed
te pyrsue a liberal policy in every part of
the--State, tn weirh the guestion. befpre.

portance demanded, Should this bill pass,
all public improvents will be abandoned,
and cannot-be resumed ;- for, after such

appropriating the money arising from the
sale of the Cherokee lands to internal im-
provements, and contended that the termis
of the contragct, if not legally binding;were
morally. so_on the Legisliture, * unless
the necessitivs of the State shall repder it

apply the said fand, or pant thereof, to
some other purposes of state.”’

Do the necessities of the States asked’
Mr. Y. now_ require that this fund: shall

this question, look at ‘the state of- the
Treasury. It is, said he, in 2 flourishing
condition.. There aas a balance in the
Treasury on the 1st of November last of |

of next year to be equal to the expences
of this year, there will be an overnlus of
35.849, /independent of the revenue which
will come into the Treasury inthe mpean'

he navigatinginterest |

the same, and if we cannot usite wpon |

the Senate with all the seriousness its im-.}

necessary for sofme future Legislature to|

be diverted  from its object #' To answer |

$156,875. And suppesing the expenees |,

Leould say would have any infly
the members of . the ¢committee,
he did aot hélieve there were m
tlemen. present “whose minf's
matde up on this subjéct. “If the.
of the.question depeniled on a mul
of y{o‘rtls,{ he ~shéuld . give it an.. He A
| no preténsions to elogrence. . He (hd, in
a plain _minner, stated his obj~ “iTm to
-the great expepce incurred, and the'ljttle
it benefit derived from Public Wor
to local interests he had nore ; thi? there
are, doubtleds,’ %etglemen nresent,” who
are much biascd by priegte inferest.—
When this vote is taken, saxd M. H. it
will defermine whether the peaple of the
|State’ are satisfied, with what Has been
done in relation to Publie 'lmprnzmm!s',

or not.  God forbid, said e, that should
[ do-any thing contrhry to the public infer-
est—all I wish is that the public sentiment
ray be ascertained on this suliject,

t*man from . Randolph meéant, when he
spoke ©f ‘a multiplicity’ of words. “Ahis

every Gentleman who misht He fimpose

1'te spenk on this interesting subjécr, with
a hearing.  Mor could he

gentleman fraom Randolph,
tl.tnan present had made up
how to vote on this question. [He "had
| believed that gentlemen met here fiile-
‘liberation, and thayno one would refuse
might be made in fayor of, oragdinst aay
gentleman have ' no linterest in gny Pub-
lie fimprovement, he may he €t '
to support a pledge’ whick he mja;
made to. his gonStituents to oppyse every

time; & the annual revenue has éxceed-
ed the annual expences upwardsof 10,000. !
Where then is the necessity of diverting |
this fund ? Shall we do it, he dsked, be- |
L.cause the people of Randolph complain of |
some abuses on the Cape-Fear? If so.’i
the peop e inother partsof the state would
‘have much greater cause of complaint.
We exhibit atthis time, said Mr. Y. a

iing ourselves for the last five years toget
‘appropriated by the State for Internal
| Improvements $83,000—47,000 o> which |
‘only has yet been actually paid, and pow
'a proposition is presented for overturning
‘every thing that has been done !  What,
'said he, has the State of Virginia been do-
-ing during this time? Turn your attention
ito her laws on this subject. They are
| founded upon the sound basis of public
jeconomy. Whenever a proposition is
made for improvement in any part of the
State, it is immediately attended to. Not
}nnly hundreds of thousands, but milliens

|abjeets.  Look also- at
thalf a million at a session has been ap-
| propriated for internal improvements.—
| The consequence is, that Srate is rising
rapidly in“wealth and respectability,— |
Look algo at the young State of Tennes-|
see, but the other day a part of this State,
and a great part of the population ‘of
which went from North-Carolina, In-
deed, said he, many of the most distins

Western States drew their first breath
in ‘this State, men who have been driven
from us by the niggardly policy which
' has ton generally-inflienced oor Conncils.
She has appropriated 500,000 dollars ar
a session -for public improvement.
hear of no prepositions in these States for
repealing -any law fof promoting Public
Improvements. Pass the bill on yolir ta-
ble, said Mr: Y. and you not only destroy
all the Works that have been contemp-
lated for the improvement of the Siate,
but you wound te the heartevery enlight- |

Mr, Y. said, he knew that men were to.
be found in this, as'well as all other coun-
tries, so fond of popular faver; that they
found it convenient . to promise to their:
constituents to diminish the public expen-’
diture, when-at the same timeg they knew
that the public interest forbid it. It has
been said, sir, that the people of the State

fund for interhal impirovement, and with |
the charters hesetofore granted to cbm-
panies for the improvement of the rivers.
I am aware, sir, said ‘he, that attempts |
‘have been roade toprejudice the Wninds of |
the people against those measures, & pefs |
haps for’ the express purpose of obtaining |
seats in.this House npon those prejudices--
but the great body of the people of the
State are safisfied, notwithstanding a few
men may' have risen up here and there

great interest of the State is not to be sa-
crificed, to answer such privaje views.—!
If gentlemen Seriously entertain doubts as

but fair at’least, to give its friends an op- |
portunity tofmake an experimient.

. Mr. Y. coneluded by saying he hoped
the Senate would trush this: lm:i
which strikes - at ible

. Hogus said, the Geptleman from

 strange spectacle. We have béen exert- |

| of dollars have been appropriated to these |
outh-Carolina, |

We |1

are. dissatisfied with the law creating'a ||

|in the Scate; it wou'd be & gn
H lin_,tf“?m%sﬁ' puch benehit 4 : :
 the State from “making navigable wat!r{-

KR~ *

to the guccess of our ithprovements, it is'|" |

| for gruing up the

thing in relation to Public Jmprovements.
Mr. Y. said, that the few shares nf. stock
which he held.was no<ebjéct
had taken the‘mmer'e’li)to_e\'imqa desire
to’'eountenance what he

culated to promete thé best interests of
the Tountry. =~ a0 j:

Mr. B; Perscn observed, that he had

' the House of Cogimons, afd opposed the
passage of the bil, which it is now propos-
ed to repeal ; believiny ‘that the fiiends
.aof the meggure could not effect the'objects
which they: had in-views and B should
now be in favor of the wepealing bill, ..
Mr. P. was ‘of opision that this State is

friends of Improvement Were tho exten-
sive to be carried intoeffect. '
ple, he said, were: s6 much \
with -what had taken pluce, ¢

were desitous of pyiting:a stop fo further
useless expenditures of public mney. He
thought it best to pass this bill.. | Tt weuld

part uf the money arising from ¢ :

the Cherokee- land “wonld be receiven,

and operatighs might then be tothmenced,

perhaps, with a Hetter thanc

What would be réceived for b year of

two would..do liftle mere thaEplEthe
n Co

present embarrassed state ‘of

certaiin
that it is to effect-some’ wluable purpose;
and not to be expended on auny |Visionary
abject . I U o a4 O
. If the repealing bill_shall pas

| over this fund, afd may apply it fo some

purpose more favorable to the intepests

L1:'1(‘.W. T ¥ et AR S0 :
. As respects the powers given tnthe
Board of Public IhE;rhvemglmls,. he ac-~
know ledged they were lindited. - The Le<
gislature were to determine on| what ob-=
jects the funds should be expdaded ; but
the Board. were to recommend abjects to
‘their dttention; ahd this recommentdation
will- douibtless have consideratile weight
with the: Legislatire. ' | ey
- Mr. P saidy.the public faith was hot sv
L]:ale'clg::d to ggpropriate the furgl in'qu
tion'to, Publ

(unable to devise dny plap to redress the
grievahces of the people § but Hoped such
a plan would be formed. ' If;: he, weé
- could effect a Nigvigation throagh the cen-
‘tre-of the Stdte, orto P ! town

W irginia or Bouth-Carolina, He
‘therefore vote for the billb-on the
"_ tﬁgr Wellboirn di’db‘nbt dc;: FEA
‘taken any ‘paitin this debatey the
f_gemleq:en[m Moore atitl Rei. olphhad
| expressed sentiments on this suljject whicis

discovered this, he felt bound ioﬁ’h

i

' Caswell had - either mistind€rstood hit, |
Lor e had hot inderstood himself. Thas
| Gentleman had told the ‘Committed that
[ he (Mr: H.) bad said tlit Board of Publie
had- & right to. '3_pp]% t.imI

Improvements

concerned und we spould . put te rest for .

LEVLr an’ auempt (o @estroy system and |

[em:rgy in onr public imptovements; if we.

-~
- 1 o

Arom the sale of the Che-|
_ _ s-they pleased. Thishédid-
not say ; but that

nioney’ a

e S s 6

the law for malihgj tua

[opmioh to the commitles, ('
.~ It.was his wish (0 give évefy cent g¥iss.
hstPCthuh w 'thaidhk{
BE, far Behuf our sister sates i 'g‘u res-
. He hatl thouglit sorhe tigsey mighs
Alitsyg the law in question ;.

s NS

“Mr. Yarcey knew not what u?e en-
commitiee he presnmed, wouldiindufze

lieve with the.
at'evitry gan= -
is mind ™~

| to pay attention to the nrfgumenﬁ_t’ ‘whieh
L

measure which camé before theny. . ¥ the

C'rfgim. He

e considered cal- .

at-the }ast session, the houor of & seat in

susceptible of improvement on & limited
scale ; but he rhought the views of theée

be a considerable time before 1 grentely |
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