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, DEBATE ON 'rm!:
CONVENTION QUESTION
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—— i 2ss. In a few days, a committee was raised for the pur-
" “0"3;“0*;&"‘1’;;:“’“' & . |lpose of draughting and reporting a Bill of Rights, and the
dorm of a Co ntutitm. he Congress then resumed its other |

The Hoﬂse formed itself into a committee of the whole, Mr
Brickell in the Chair, on the following Resolutions, submi
by Mr. Fisher, from Salisbury, on the 11th instant :

iy & g ey
senht:on of 'the peop s State in
under the present Constitution, is greatly uneqm.l, unjust, and m‘h«-repnbhn
9. Resolved, That the Constitution ought to be so amended

eitizen of the State should have an equal share in the' rights
the principle of free white population and tanumg“ rof

tation u of fr
i h*uling three-fifths of all other persons. :

WhSltc ; nw t, at the next Election for Members of' the

sembly, the people of this State, who are entitled to vote for Members of

the House mons, be invited to vote at the said election, w ether they

are in favor of Comrenmm, or not, by wrmng on their ticket, C‘ommlttm,

or Ao, Cenvention.
adwd,'l‘hutheSh iff of each Coun mthnState,orothern-
e e immediately after the next

turning Sfficers, be and they are hereby d:rect
clection, to ascertain the number of votes given for or against a Convention,
and to make out a correct statement thereof, and transmit the same to the

Governor, to be Iaid befare the next Auembly

Mr. Fisuer said, before he entered upon the subject of
the Resolutions, he must. his thanks for the very
teous manner with which the House had thus far treated his
proposition. He could not forbear contrasting their conduct '
on this occasion with that of another body not far off'; and
he was pro ci’lmi: the comparison redounds so mueh to" the .
advanta of this House. When a member, said Mr. F. rises
in his place, and submits a respectful proposition, it is nothing
but justice’to give him an opportunity of delivering his rea-
sons in its fa it is common courtesy to let him be heard.
But for the majonty to arrest it at the threshold, and at once

t it down, s neither justice nor courtesy.¥ Majorities
should remember, that minorities too have rights. And, Sir,
when the majority of a deliberative Assembly, in, the true
spirit of tyranny, prohibits debate, gloomy indeed is the pros-
pect of an impartial decision at such astribunal. In lool:n:g
in on such a body,‘we are almost tempted to say, as is sai
of Dante’s Hell, ¢ Hope never enters here.” But, if one
branch of the hpslature has shewn us that we have nothing
to hope from them, we may rejoice that prospects are more
promising here—that in this House, we will at least be de-
cently heard. Mr. F. said he the occasion that had
called forth these remarks. He would now proceed to the
subject before the committee.

Sir, whenever a Convention is talked of;, we lmmedlately
hear the cry of the sacredness of the Constitution—that it is
the work of oup forefathers, amj, therefore, it is next to sacri-
lege to touch.it. This cant is’'the chief argument used by

{th:orth- Carolina, Thn} the repre-
branches of the Legislature,

cour- |

f
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business, of which it had a vast crowd, such as naturally
arose out of the state of the times, and tlte situation of the
country. | Thus they went on, until“the committee reported
'the form of a Constitution and Bill of Rights, which were
examined, amended, passed at short intervals their several
readings, and finally adopted. Judging from the Journals,
the whole time bestowed by the Congress on that subject,
could not have equalled more tlmn three or four days, at the

_|_1

e

nal, not more than three Fages are taken up with the pro-
ceedings on the subject of the:Constitution. After the adop-
| tion of the Constitution, the Con continued in session
for some time, devoting its attention to the many interesting
| and embarrassing subjects before it:—such as raising troops, |

providing the ways and means, hearing memorials, and set-
| tling the internal ‘condition of the State. 'These things, said
'\lr. F. I only mention, to shew the pressing difficulties that
engaied the attention of the Congress, and how utterly im-
| possible it was for them to bestow that time and deliberation

upon the formation of the Constitution that its great impor-
| tance required. Indeed, the examination of the journals con-
gnected ‘with the conmderatmn of these circumstances, must
1sauﬁ,every impartial mind, that the framers of the Consti-
'tution only intended it as a temporary work—one that the
 people would examine, alter and amend, when the troubles of
war would pass away, and the sunshine of peace be restored.
'| But grant, for a moment, that the Congress of Halifax design-

still other circumstances to shew how next to umpossible it
was for themgo form a Constitution that would suit the future
condition of the State. The same feelings that now are call-
ed Eastern and Western, thengand long before, existed in the
Province of North-Carolina: " If they existed among the peo-
ple, it is reasonable to presume that they were not absent from
'the Congress of Halifax. Indeed the journals of that body
qurmsh fs of the fact. In the several Congresses before
| that of 1“130 ax, the votes were always taken by ¢ Counties
.and Towns.” In that of Halifax, a proposition was made to
. change theimode so as that each individual member should

'have one vote., For this proposition every Western County
' voted—Against it, none but the smallest.counties in the East
-voted. In the Congress that adopted the Constitution, 36

counties were represented ; of these, only ten were Western :
'A|l that wide rang&of country lying west of Raleigh, was

many against calling a Convention, and, as there are some

the circumstances under which the Constitution was formed, |
and see if these were the most favorable for the accomplish- ||
ment of a wori: of such magnitude. He would then proceed

amendment.
When we consider the state of things under which the Con-

stitution was framed, it would be a miracle were it otherwise
than defective. The whole continent was full of confusion ;

well-meaning persons on whom it has influence, Mr. F. said || posed, suppose that an effort had been made to fix the princi-
lie would,%in the first place, call the attention of gentlemen to |

to point out some of the defects of the Gonstltutlon requiring |

'then divided only intg ten counties. That body being thus com-

| ples of representation on other basis than the present, what
] would have been the result? The same feeling that will in-
fluence members on theése resolutions would have put it down:
the vote, in all probability, would have been 26 against 10.
These, Sir, said Mr. F. were the cu'cumsgn § under which
'our State Government was formed ; and this accounts for
| the features ol’F aristocracy that appear throughout the Con-
stitution. In fact, few indeced were the alterations that the
Constitution made in the then existing laws and polity of the

in our own State more particularly, the difference of opinion |

Proyince : even the names were retainéd. Thé judicial de-

among the people ran high.: The majority, it is true, were
in favor of the new order of things, but thére were many that
still adhered to the old ;—and all, from habits, from educa-
tion, and early feelings, were strongly attached to the princi-
ples of the British Government—they still thought that the
British Censtitution and forms, were the wisest and the best.

Sir, if it was necessary to stop by the way to prove the exis-
tence of these feelings, proofs are abundant. The very Con-
gress that framed the Constitution furnish - proofs. | That

body, in the most solemn manner, 3 ed a tcst in which these
atmchments were declared.. The Oongl-ess that met at Hills-
Lorough, only twelve months before, also furunish proofs :
they in like manner signed the test, acknowledging the Brxﬁ
tish Constitotion and Laws. [Here Mr. F. read several ex-
tracts from thé Jourmals of the Congresses of Hillshorough
and Halifax, to shew the ‘feelings that prevailed in‘those bo-
dies, and their bigh estimation of the forms and laws of the
mother country.] . But, continued fie, hesides thesc .feelings,
strongly mclmmg that body to the adoption, in the new Con-
stitution, of British and Provincial ferms and principles, there
were still many other embarrassments that surrounded .
They were engaged in a work to them new ;—new in to
the world. ~ History furnished no example whiere any people
had met together, under Hike circumstances, to frame a govern-
ment for themselves.  Constitutioh-making was, as” yet, but
little known. Fhey were without the llght of experience, or
e benefit of the examples of the other States ; for, as yet,
but few of the States had formed their Constitutions. Under
circumstances like these, is at at all surprising that the Con-
gress at Halifax should form a Constitution partaking largely
of the features and formsof the British institutions ? “Indeed,
it was their design and pblicy to do so, in order that it might
be the more acceptable to all classes of the people. In an,

address published by the Congress of Bﬂl
ntiment.® < Whenever

British people, we fisl the following se
we have departed from the forms of ﬂw Constitutions o:r own
lt.”

safety and self-preservation have dictated. the
But there 15 another fact that must be'considered on this
part of the subject. Mvr. F. said, until within a short time,
., e had all along entertained the opinion. that the Con of
L Halifax had been chosen and convened for the express and sole
- burposeof forming a Constitution. This was far from being

* Mr. F. alluded to the conduct of the Senate. When m'rﬂ'llm

| conditions of futire generations.

sbnrough, to the!|

' partment was but little#ltered :—and the Legislature not
much wore, except tht instead of the #¢ House gf Burgesses,”
the papular’ branch is called *the House of Commons.” a
name as appfopriate for this branch, as the House of Lords
would be for the Senate. @he General Assembly was the term
by which the Leglslature was called under the Provincial
Government, and it is retained in the Constitution. 'The
qualification of fiffy acres-of land, and the representation by

is good.”” Ew“g admitting that the Constitution was ‘the best |
for the times in which it was made, sure its framers wene ot
political prophets to foresee that'it could suit equally wdl the

The old Congress, said Mr. F. that framed the ar uCl_es of |,

fun{'edel'atlon, the first American Govemment, was a body

the case.’ Judgmg fmm the Jouﬁals of that bodj, the for-
“  ' ¢ .‘:. . their attention.. The Congms met and sroceeded o

most ; and, out of two quires of paper containing the Jour- |

ed this as a permanent Constitution, then we must recur to|

Inshort, |

countiés, were taken from the laws of the Province. representation. X
| Sir, the Provincial Jaws andicustoms were the materials out View HI. We have seen that twelve mail’ t:ﬂn ' con- A
of which the Constitution was built, and the Constitution is || tain 38,037 souls ; contrast thqp with:the. ation of twelve |
but little more than a compilation from these materials. :And larze counties, ﬂz Rnwaﬁ. ge,  Lincoln, Builford, P
this is the monument of wisdom that we are told it is sacric Mecklenbur tokes, Rutheford, E rke,’ i, Etndalph, ;
lege to touch !  8ir, itis right to réverence the work of our ﬁ Surry ant ‘gake, with a population o 68.7‘26. Thusg 38,087
forefathell, but its being theigiwork does not make it perfect : | souls in in small counties, send as ilany members to the
like ourselves, they were erring men ; nor do I hold wnth thg,;] Leglslature as 1564726 souls, e f't:ng. in a like number-of -
maxim of the ¢ Holy Alliance,” that s whatever is ancient, || large counties—the twelve lar counties eun‘gin 1‘18,689

¢wouls more than the twelve sma

all: Itis not the g .mthetmemeuing,ﬁmﬁqm% -
|that are represented. . If the people were rnmo nam- Fﬁ
‘bers would fermthebasw of the ‘counties -
as much represented in this Hou'sb ‘as the States are in -ﬂie
‘Senate ot%bg U. States ; but not upon the same pnncnples,'
or with th mty The States are distinct sovereign-
ties, and it is by co romise that they all have an équal weight
in the Senate of the Federal Legislature ; not so as regards the
counties. There is not a greater dlspugi:y between the popu-
| lation of Rhode Island and New-York, than there is between
t Columbus and Rowan:; and yet, in that branch of the Fede-
‘ral Legislature where the people are l'epYresenud ‘Rhode
.Island has only two members, while New-York has twenty- -
_seven : but here in bosl the Senate and Comions, Columbus.
f'”':_ 8 Rowan—so that it is not the peo-
tof the whole, but the counties, as a kind
nts, that are represented. . The original
e Constitution will be seen, when it is re- -

2

ple, as
of separate go
‘of this feature in

. membered that counhes in the first settlement of the piovince,
were separate and distinet governments—we have altered the -
'theory, but retained the practice. This then js & relic from’

the old colonial system ; but, Sir, come from where it may, it
ns a system under the operation of which, our Btate gevern-
ment has ceased to be a Republic, and becomea complete and
perfect aristocracy. What is an aristocracy, but where the
few govern the many 2 Is it not essential in a Republic that '
all the citizens of the same grade of qualificativns should have
an equal participation in the rights and pr:ﬂlsﬁm of the go-
vernment ’—and that a majority shall rule? ° gdvnrnment '
where these principles are'absent, can merit of a

| Republican government ; and, Sir, it will no Iled ficult.to
prove that this is the case under our Constitution. To show
that it is, said Mr. F. I ask your attention te a few' calcula~
tions bottomed on the last Census; and on the revenue laws of
the State. L&t me here premise, that in all calculations made
on population, the free population alone’is taken ; for that is .
the only population entitled to representation wdder the Con-
stitution ; and, when gentlemen aré contending for the pers
fection of that instrument, they surely will not wish to as-
sume data not recognised by it. ' Slaves are wt -felt in our .
Legislature, either as populatioh or as property ;.and where
calculations are made to shew the oneratlon of the syltan, we
must confine ourselves to the proyisions of that system. Mr.
F. said he made these remarks, because some gentlemen may:
wish to assume the federal numbers as the dlta of ulouhﬁons f
—an assumption which he could Wot admit. %

View I. ‘The State is -divided. into 63 m&hﬂ )!" mry
unequal extent and population,—yet each
gﬁatum the same number of ' m in l'] l~98,‘
including the borough representation..
of the State is 438,912 souls, which, di

of members in the Legislature, gives to each member 2248

souls: or, in other words, every 2818 souls, ﬁp(m princi- -
ples of equality, would be tled to .one re tive,
Take this then as the ratio of one member, and bho:
result appear ?—Why ! The countiés of Washing
Greene, Chowan, Columbus and Brunswick, ea
entitled fo one member, while, upon the same <
Rowan would .obtain 9, and Orange 7 members.
the free population of Greene or 'ushmg'tbn-, as
{ that shall send 3 mewmbers ; and, then, nf ﬂleﬁtt
| ties just named, will retain their 3 me :
will send 27, Orange 22, and the other largo,k £O

propomnn Aol
View II. " To the six countﬁs Just named, pdgl
t, makin;

in. &

Martin, Lenoir, Hyde, Gates and C
counties. Thesg twelve counties con ~ population :
n-and Onm contain 37,967, qbu-_:-
these twal’ve counties send 36 mem-

38,037 souls, while Row
ly the samie amouut ; bu
bers, and Rowan and Orange only 6, exclusiveol‘ the lm-ough

oneés. .. ..
View IV. The counties of Washington, Jon
Chowan, Brunswick, Coluinbus, Tyrrt'l, arti ;

Hyde, Gates, Carteret, Ashe, Beaufort, Bladen, Bertie, Cam-
den, Currituck, Franklin, Hertford, Haywood, ﬁmn,North

of men never surpassed for warmth of patriotism, clearness |
of intelligence, and force of sagacity ; and yet; Sir, these men,
with all their wisdom and foresight, formed a gover nment'
that in a few years began to tumble to pieces :—to save| our
infant republic, a new Convention was called, and a- new
Constitution was adopted How is it then, thut the ggts
the old Congress failed in their first gov

the Con; of Hahlax, should, at once have. reaclu'tl t.he
point of perfection ! It is'not so3—our Constitution is full of |
‘defects ;.and I will now proceed to point outsome of them. -
To dwell upon allithe defects of the Constitution, said M,

{

T

i ampton, Nash, New-Hanover, Onslow,.

1

{ amount of po

Pitt, - utmk.,
Perquimons, Warren, Wayne, jon_ and in
number 33, contain 144,92&&!1]& i
free population of the State ; yet.
is a majority of the whole

appear; [rom this ¥iew of the sul

hject, t M-M t{ M
pulation of the State completely. gave:;‘ uldioon&il the o
two-thirds? What is. this but aristocracy ? The féew gos
ing the many : one third controling two-thirds—maki
the Jaws—appointing all the officers,” judicial, execut
military ? n : the eleven hrgecountiec (oﬁl
enumerateéd in view 5d. also contdin about one-!
free population of the State, viz..144,041 souls} hﬁ
entitled only to 33 members, or ﬁﬁ«wlun\ than
]atwmin anothel' tof the'
Is this, said Mr. ¥. i

!’

‘i

giving to the. eltlzﬁl of di
ee[ualispartiﬂ in the rights a
y not. But perhpu
“tives! b Sln&we have net m

introduced Resolutions similarto those of Mr. F. that body to refer |

g:in:hto a e:.;cm:mruttet of the wholeﬂ}‘lmse, or even to lay them ‘On the table, :
ow disposition to reject once. w 1

they agreed:o comdegnthe W“ sy hovem,’.

iI...llll.llIlIIIl!--.-.__L._d___h________J__ LT &

F. would requiré more_time, than he could at present command.
He would, therefore, ‘only take up a part, and leave a wild
field for hls friends to occn %
. OfF all the oluectionabl s of our Consutntion, Me"b_ybtm
of representation is the most unjust and pssive.  Upon
this, said he, I shall confing my remarks ; at “for the sake|
of heing better under@aod I shalféiMM."W' The repre- ||
sentation of the peop Sd i'epmbmunﬁf pmper- !
ty ; fdr the_ tmstltpuon seems to be, the _
sentatmno pmplemmbnneho“ﬁ € |
.in the#othe o e W
as to the'representation of the peop

that in practice, ﬂle people are not 1

ae AL BN 44 = _ b __.______-.__...____.f_..

. way of atnnbntmt, we are e
5 b "ﬂ!;‘

'and appointing the ruﬂcers




