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RN, iEBATE ON THE 81, Fhi(t they now send ' The Federal populatmn of the 34 VBut)]e left that inLk ntlemen w m" "';mrc: ® 3
NV -}| Eastern Counties is 234,100, which eatitles her to 78 members | | and ‘tnore able to Qxecute‘lt th n
1* CO “EN TION QUESTION only, in of 102, whxch ,aihe now sends. _ such gentlemen, in their places;3 b%pd
CONTINVED. 3 g : | 'The Federal population of Wake county entitles ber to six || them, in due time,'on that ground ; J them W ,\ :
T OUNE: or-com(ons ' ; || members presentation,then, upon the Federal principle, || statements of an opposite characters. - & :
7 Dec. 18, 1821, entitles the West to 21 members more, and the East to 24 less{{  Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. B: ) 1 m laaw to Gﬂ:::tmll-
, than they now send into the Legislature, and Wake to 3 more. tion -of the committes te some're mada tlg-
hm.gazfm‘:nﬂ’dtzxow:mn&? :‘nan Cm?'};ﬁ G-o to the next principle of representation ; that of free{| man from Rockinghamy (Mr. Morehead,) ply & 5

It is a question which is calculated to calt forth| White population and taxation. The taxes of the whole State address which his friend from Ncwm
q i delivered on ¢

usive of clerks and auctioneers) is $65,735 60. Taxes of g subject: t-

:;ltl’fheh‘d ﬂp‘ﬁcﬁ'ﬁdmg thh s - for the wellire | " Westérn counties are $31,184 9 ; of the Eastern, $32,203 It will be Pere %u', that Ine (Mr.
party _| 413 of Wake county, $2.348 7. Estimating $353 for each || down as the proper basiso
Mr. M. was 30"7 fogee hny thing like feelmg intep me:nber and the Western counties will send 88 : the Eastern both popalation and ta.xatlon—-and ‘resting f

[had called on the gentlemen in opposltm:% 'ﬁ# m ;
presen‘t Constitution is inconsistent or unequal, - the-
man from Rockingham has essayed to do IL’*Mr-Ig rew
sent ect was to examine whether he had done it satisfa _
torily. That gentleman, (Mr. Mnrehead)]rd extracted from
his: statlsuca.l.bud t, the facts; that therg were, in' the Wes-
tern counties of the State, ﬁwards of one hundred thousand '
freemen, more thay there are in the Eastern counties; and

that the Eastern have a greater number of mntatwés‘h
uties. - From these data

duced into this argument. He must tell the gentleman from
Newbern (Mr. Hawks) that be had misu Jderstood the remark
of the gentleman from Salisbury, (Mra#¥'isher) when he said |
we will haye a Convention ; it was not the language of me-
nace, which he used, but of pmdwhou.

H he could prevail on his friends from the East to attend
dlspassmnatel{ to a plain statement of facts, he'should have |

no doubt of incing them that oup present representation is
unequal and u gﬁnstlll doubt the policy

91, and Wake 6. | S
Go to the next branch of the principle, that of free white
population, to which the opposers of these resolutions have
_the greatest objection, and the Western part of the State, will
be entitled to 31 more members than she has at present, and
the Eastern part to 34 less..
For the total white populatian of the State is 419,200. The
' Western counties have 253,235, which, allowing 2,253 persons

just, though they mi to send a member, will give her 112 membiéks. The Eastern

of the proposed amendment. Lesuntics have 154.014
: /014, which villigive to them 68 members. || the Legislature, than the Western egu
l:‘l‘t the‘jet';‘u?an fmm N“:al::g :r:al;aiﬁléﬂ?:rodre& to;’:ﬁ:ﬁ The white population of Wake béing 11,951, gives to her § || he concludes that the re tation is unequal ; Q.ﬁmttho
an alarm in the committee, - P ' members. (}ons,htutlon should be altered to remedy tha ance. -

This, surely, is no answer to the argumentiof my friend from
Newbern.” However correct the ‘conclusion might be, were

we to assume popalation solely as the basis of representation,
he needed not now to say—it- was irr-levant to-the question

now in issue, But certainly when applied to the bglls as-

a fair discussion of the meritg of the question.

The gentleman from Halifax, (Mr. Alston) had compared |
the sltlatlon of our large and small counties to the States of ||
New-York and Rhodc-lsland,ungler the General Government.
[Mr. A, explained.] How are these States represented in

So that upon the phncnph of free white populatlon and
taxation comnbined, the Westera counties are entitled to 100
'memberq, 19 more than at present. The Eastern counties,
to 79 members, which are & less than at present. Wake

county, to 5 members instead of 3.

.E::eﬂ':ss ? k::‘estlhre f}?:'gl:? tE::; St:::es Sats:;n e:;h ;};“ Gen::‘:} Then compound the Aipresentatlon of the Federal popula- || sumed, to the question in issue, the conclusion shot wide:‘of
tinét asik indopendent Sov ereignties, whereas our €0 are || tiony free white p?l on and taxation, and the Western || the mark ; it 'was false and illogical. - But if the genﬂoman
markod ot b Pelmes chang&ble St t;w will of the Les Shire. counties are entitled to 101 members, 20 more than at pre- ||insisted that population, solely, should be the basis of i'npre-
Co can{mt divide a State; or interfere fwith it at all. || "% and the Egstern counties will be entitled to 79 members, || sentation, he confessed he differed from him essentis ‘a8 to -
Mr. M. hoped, therefore, this comparison will pass for nought. 23 less than at present. So that, upon the very principles || the'Correctness of the principle. He did belwve’ at in all :
n . x P P B upon which the opponents of the resolutions contend, the || governments, where the stability of its institutions was dm:ln |
s A8 W

Do we, asked Mr. M. see property repwsented in the Ge-
neral Government ? ' No ; the Senate” is composed of men
representing the soverelgnty of the several States. Go, then,

'l ed important, it was found necessary that _pro
as persons, should be represented in the nation oot;ncil-. :
t incen-

The protection of property was one of the . strongest

West evidently labor under important grievances. . But
wealth is sufficiently represented in the Senate to aﬁ'ord it-
self protection. The representation of our state should be upon |

e —

Ee?:r?:n&eteg > ngt?:?r: esl;utl;r;!geﬁnzgml:k&gr:gzzt{ { the principle of free white population, réquiring certain qual- tives to the formation of political societies ; it was one of the
tion' el three- of bthan mifsons WM:;,’] Wis & matter g‘ ifications in the representatives, and in the electors of one | most indissoluble links which bound us her as a society. .
compromise with Swtlmrf States at the time the Consti- ]| Pranch of the Legislature, barely sufficient to protect wealth. | It is. property which mainly swells the State and National
mhﬂl;‘ was formed. Wealth fattens upon the necessities of poverty; it can'|} Treasury, by its liberal contributions; without which, indegd,
bribé’; ifean corrupt: and wheneverit shall havé a predomi- {| both the State and the Union would crumble into ruins, from
It surely, then; ‘should be duly

their own imbecility. rotect-  °
ed; and it could not be, |
tatlon. Our own colonial experience has taught us

im, that nothing can be properly protected, nnless its

Awd is there any reason, (asked Mr. M.) why property
should be reépresented in this government 7 1If so, how would
gentlemen have property represented ? . How is the Senate at

nant welght in our government, we may bid farewel to the
boasted, freedaii of eur Republic, and igneminiously submit to
the voke of Aristocratic Slavery.

pl'otccted without ¢

present composed ? " Is it potthe representative of the landed Th

: t of > 3 e 34 Eastern counties-having a free white population of

21:; of pi the"yco? tl‘Wymildl ; 'tl}?ztht::i aozl:'ﬁ;;:?; rr:pm:::tt:‘ 154,014, send to the Legislature 102 members ; the 27 Wes- weight is felt in the national councils ;. and the experience o -
J Y P tern counties send 81 members, which in the same ratio of || all nations, who have had any ‘correct notiollll of ional Li-~ *

berty, has stamped itwith the impress of truth, Gr governs
ment is not a demoCracy ; & pure democracy ;- ner did he
concejve that it was the intention of the framers of our Con-

as in the general government? Would you have property
representbd in both Houses ? ' If "so, you would put it in the
wer of wealth to dispose of the destinies of your country.

the East represent 122,229, leavinga balance of 131,024 free
white persons, ther with all) the negroes of the West

arrayed against the n of the East, and unreprescnted.

It was impossible that a pation,

Bnt the genfleman from Newbern says that Mr. Jefferson
and Mr. Madison whom he calls the high-priests of Repub-
licanism, live in Virginia, where no person umpossessed of
freehold property is permitted to vote for a representative,
yet he says they do mot complain, nor are their unrepresented
people less ready to fight the battles of their country. Sir!
in the Jate contest with Great-Britain we have seen the sturdy
yeomanry of Virginia orderef to Norfolk for her pretection ;
we have seen them fall victims to the climate and to expo-
sure$’ and they mow lie mouldering in the dust, sacrificed
by the laws of .a country in which they had no voice ; sacri-
ficed by the laws‘of a State in which they were legislatively
anmhnlated. Mr. M. 8aid he admiired the character of Vir-
ginia ; he reverenced her sages ; but he hoped he should not
be considered as'a political infidel,"When he told the commit-
tee, he shuddered to think, that the poor freemen of his State
should ever be excluded from the Legislative councils of the
coun

To whom, ask Mr. M. did this Country hel@n s when it
burst the British fettdrs and became independent 2 It certain-
ly belonged to the whole community, -and not to the wealthy
alone. ¥, then, should the people be deprived of any pri-
vilege for which they jointly. fought and to which thcy are
Justly éntitled ?

Mpr. M. believed, if he could assure himself* that the situa-
tion of this State would always remain as' it now is, he would
not be in favour of calling a Convention ; for no gentleman
of that committee held the constitution mere sacred than he
did. - He approached it with thatawe, with which Moses ap-
proach his God ‘while the thunders of Sinai were playing
around him; he touched it with that diffidence with which

for the fre-dom of which they fell a sacrifice.

Add to this, Sir, the vast extent of the West, the health of the
climate; the territory acquired from the Indians, the vast in-
crease of the ‘value of the lands and wealth of the West, from |,
internal improvement ; add these to the grievances ander
which we labor, and ére long fhey will become intolerable,
not only to patriotism, but to pitience itself, -

When | predict, under these cireéumstances, a Convention || go

‘will'be had can the prophecy be doubted ?

We have now met the call of the gentleman from Newbern. |
Here is our grievance, which we wish to be attended to. i

No.man would be more mmwilling, said Mr. M. than my-|
self to touch the Constitution, if I did not think the occasion |
called for it, and that the time is peculiarly favorable. The
proposition before the committee ought not to be considered
in the light of a contest for power. 'We do not ask from our
Easternbrethren any thing to which we are not entitled.
Nor would we ask for a correction of this grievance, if it were
not constantly accumulating. For, to do our Eastern breth-
renjustice, we acknowledge
with a t degree of justice and moderatlon, and it is hoped
they will continue to do so.

It will be to the East, if we are ever invaded. It may be
expected your protectlon will not be found in your negroes ;
it will be feund in yourselves, or in the strength of the West,

For equal rights and privileges our fathers jointly fought,
and bled and died, and their bones ngw lie hal]omng the BOll

But giv us these, and when the demon of desolatmn sha]l
hover around your borders, and - the tragedy -oi- Hampton is

to be.performed on your shores, call on your brethren of the
t to the main,

,rahty and freedom of its }mnciples were card'.,[]’; Pmﬂ d':ﬂ & _

they have wielded their power |(gu

stitution to make it such.
as wealthy, as populous, and as widely estondad lm.mlru, ever
could exist under such a form of g'ovommt. It is, aml was
intended to be, a mixed republic ; in which, whilst’ the Tibe-

for, its stability and duration were not noglectel
vernment as distinct from ocracj, as a.nlrbfly was fm
despotism. He hoped it would: remaitx so—that the time ne-

'| ver would come, when the privileges of a citizen and 3 free-

might.

|| wander amongstus, for he distrusted this vagrant pl’i?mtinm-—

holder, would be conferred on every : nd. who
that we mlght never be reduced to the 9 te descrihed B)f
satyrist, more prized for wit than:in; uousw ast;ub,

~ Mr. B. observed, that he believed the nlhnun, (Mr.

Morehead) himself, was not willing to go ¢ the whole lengtl
‘which this principle of d:qorgamzatmﬂ would lead him. ' He

.| ¢ where every blackguaru rascal is a kmg

|iwas induced to believe so from the second division nf»hh ar-
In this he assumed gopulqtmn and mahon com- .

ment.

'bined, as the proper basis of representation ; tllﬂ mtrndedf

[|that out of our own moushs we am,mdehned He begged
leave to call the attention of the committee to ‘this'part of the

subject. Fhat gentlemany (Mr. Morehead) inVites us to' e-

view the Comptmiler’s report.

id by the Eastern counties though by a ¢ R
sl::?m ; in fact, by what we miay, on this sllbjep(, f,
fraction,.and hence aoududes, that the n
qual, even on Our own iples. Now,
sai¢’Mn B. admittiog that thergentleﬁatl'

1t

He tells us that from this it

|is evident, that, (excluding theicounty of Wake,) the W«Mm
| counties pay into the State Treasury a sum éxceeding

West, and the mountains will ;-oll their mi

the Israelites touched |
uched the ark of the. Covenant. = But the carrying protection to your wives, your children, your horaes

foundation of our political Folyic mmttlng ; we must mpa:r
it in time, or h‘tlme it will tuthble. {and your. country. 4 T s
° Whllt, Ml’. M. a,s‘ked, was the situatlon of t]nngg at the | Mr. BLACKLBDGD ObSCI'VPd that he had not mtended tO
time.when our itution was formed ? The East- |{ take any part in the debate concerning the resolutions on the
ern part of the State was almost the only paft which was in- || table ; how important soever their subject matter might be.
habited.- West had but few settlers. But our lands are || He was anxious that the discussion should be restricted within |
now rising in value, and our population is every day increas- || very marrow limits3 for he feared that our sectional feellngs EIRY
ing, while the Eastérn part of the State remains much the {{and prejudices mlght be aroused and exasperated by a wo- H
same. Take us; said he, as wé are, and where is the tracted: discassion of this un ious subject. On similar.{; W'"
boasted supeﬂerityhof the ? Mr. M. apolo for this '3 g, it invariably eventaated, as he believed, in haish |, 9POR Pape
remark ; but said, the lnomant this was lnﬁodnced, {and ;apgry recriminafion. He dreaded ‘these anti- natmnaj
the gentlemen  the East made it & party question:” feelillw he deeply lamented their existence ; ‘he still. Piadbes
. M. said; he had made a‘few calculatibns on @3 sub- || langented, that our Western brethren shouldsostﬂdmafy foss 705 5
ﬁd’ Wll!ch he would offer to the committee. In this estimate, || ter theirigrowth,sand increase their acrimony;. by annually ji be rest
had given Granville to the ‘Westd «He had considered.- 'Fthrustmg "uponun this invidious contest ; when they mus;ba ﬁ"’m
Wake as noutra.l as she ought to be. ‘Bhe is as mach the { senisible, that.it will prove. both unprofitable. and mw.'auh | expeiEmen
» . darling of the Westm of the East. He had “his calcula-| An he perceived, héwever, that: the debate, contrary 1) SSCUrLLy 88,
tion first as. tﬁgenmm‘ﬁm Newbern wm ;twbe,m. wasaliouito tnke a very wide range, he fehitdﬁ?g- O R
cording to Federal bers. ] tﬁmregoll#lons,nntbc L R L
The total amount of latum mclqdm dam nid MH'. m » not toremain entirely ailint. et oo on® B
persons of colour, mm,gz . The whole Federal population (smthM!.‘B ) to enter into an examina- j D9F S
of the State_ is 556,839, The. Fiderathﬁon ﬁogr ﬂnn, lrﬂtqmdMlnﬁ m&i (ailacy of;be pon- :
Western counties is- 305,015, _reckoning 2,003 person:’ ‘tlemen’s arithmetieal _'-. 1 -
' nnif wntbsnpuch con- 4 u

o send:a member entlﬂu 102" mem 11 comipiled with:so much ‘gare, liv al liberty
’ et 208 menbers Tt 00 ecce and P— :mmud Mm assailablest]

correct, he asked the committee ser

lréal or practical evil exm, it was pr dent

{1 lish a fabri¢ as venerable and as time-hong

| tutions sojely for the. pprjose of m

 whose symmetry or t

Wbe&w}t were proper ! td burn that g
& : w!nch our anceatowhsve ft u
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