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DEBATE ON THE

n with the
| , . : course of thiglilebate, it to be.doubted whether we had || subject. The Constitutions of Counecficut,\New-¥ork, Mas- .
. CO.NVEN{.TION QUESTIONJ a right to iptérfere with the Canstitution, He presymed no q-uwﬁ:setts and Maine had been fo _da ‘ of '«
| '- '~ CONFINUED. {/member of the committee meant seriously to assert stich a A}I_iin;q_ alluded to, and we have heard of no'di : attend~
‘ . __;E-O_MMONS doctrine.  All powersisaid Mr. 8. belongs.to the people, and{lant on the Conventions Tormed .for" those | 5. Nor

o> T .Hofs E 91- 1891 v - they bave a right to meet 4nd consult for the public good, || have any of them adopted any article growingput of the pe-

I NP AT eon wanld || A0d to aménd their charter of government as they plesse. |fculiar situation of the coun}ga_a: ‘Fhe Constitation of the U.
 Mr. SrraxeE observed, that he hoped the committee Wrnld | oo oo o o bt secared by the Law of Nations. To Prove || States, indeed, forms a barfier to gny o#Eh’ provision} s it
ot be alarmed - b e Y e en mo wort i e de. || Mhichs Mr. 8. read an extract from Vatiel, . {lprolibits.sny thing foll being made & temigeii peyment

j . He Mad in - e~ A | : hed Drinkt: thb s ilver coin. tates cannot therefore em

R el st aveae mivaibor caibs 10 thet: hovsk 1t is, said Mr. S¥% well estublished printiple, that the " bﬁisﬁ?‘gﬁ& silver _%_,hp tates canno i

with a determination ta vote as his individual interest led
hini ;. he would therefore as soon expect to move the State
from its foundations by the explosion of a pop-gun, as by ar-
gument to change the vote of a single indiyidual on the com-
mittee 5 &r q*:al'mt presents a shield as*impregnable to ar-
gument, as that of the mighty Greek to the weapons of his

My, S. thought the true question before the committee had

‘whether an _ ,
amtuystem’ Tt appeared te him, that it weuld be the rinci-

objects, and perhaps the only ones, of the pro Con-
| l:sbo td"?.bnqai?: into the grievances occasioned by the de- |

(on, 4
. fects in our present Constitution, and to recommend measures |

suitable for their remedy. The inquiry is, therefore, :at this
period, premature. |
Gentlemen have said much of the evils that must necessa-
rily flow from calling a ‘Convention, which he considered as
without foundation. 'They speak of it as though, by the call
of a Canvention, we should be turne:d loose into the wild and |
trackless desart of pelitical experiment ; that we should be
uuqetnd lawless, as man is found to'be where the bonds
of society have never been imposed. -
dered the Constitution of the United States as the
star which, however we might be tdssed about upon the

polar

wild mpestuous ocean of political experiment, \\‘Hli;
eventu e to guide us-Bafely into a haven at least!
as commodious as that in which we are now moored. The

n torn open and its varieus'

of eloquence has X

jewels scatfered abpoad, to dazzle and allure us from the true
question, by ‘exc our alarm, and enlisting our feelings.
He would ventur® to aseert, that whenever a Couvention is
‘ealled, nothing like the rage and turbulence of passion will be
seen in it ;"mot a blast will pass ovestit to ruffie'the delibera-'
tive calmness of the scené 3 it will be composed of materials
above the influence of sectivnal interest and individual feeling.
The gdestish before the committee has improperly been
made ore of eniiflicting interest between the Eastern and
Western  counties of the State; whereas it should be, and
really is, oneof allegéd injustice between the larger and
smaller counties. There are small counties,.in the West, as
~well as in'the East, who have as much political power as the |
larger counties. This is unjust ; and it is the duty of every |
honest mahn, every lover of justice, to do all in his power to |
remedy the eviljiif he believes ifi its existence, no matter how
itmay operate on himgelf individually ; it is of no consequence
‘to him whether be inhabit a large county or a small one.
Gentlemen say that large counties have no cause of com-

;.
[}

mot Beén fairly stated apd met.. Enquiries bave been made |,
iew ;rievnr'wt;.gave been experienced under the ’e- '

b
| Jeopardize the best intérests of the country. - Where does the

¥
8 |

But Mr. 8. censi- '
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lei'-nmarks which. bhat i'qilm‘,fmm -Igehtle‘inen in the

. ple have a right to alter their 'Constitation'at pleasure. Bt
‘although getitlemen acknowledge that we ‘possess this right,
‘they are not for affirding us any remedy. They ask what
business the kegislature has to n |
“deny that the people have any right to act upen'it. So that
“we havé a right, Eut*’np rémedy. This, said Mr. S. cannot
.be 80, And though the Legislature cannot compel the people
to hold a Convention, they may point out the miode in whick
it can be 1:251: ' | i

But waving that pe
pedient to call a 'LP.O
and he would endeavgur to follow theco
bad béen made on that subject. Ak

‘T'hp gentleman from,. Halifax gaye the following reasons
why it would be inexpedient te call a Qonvention. . He said'

int of the subject, it is said to be inex-
vention provided we have the power ;
urse of remark which

dle with it?. And they |f¥t

atill 'é;ist; but he did not see what tlllﬂ,

34id Mr. S. the sd
be brg

Were a Convention to be'helg tof
the embarrassment of the times would 3 )

. “"We shall shew you, before thé cl

s

qioh, that your new Bank scheme vfi'it'hnu'-_ specie |
any other wild scheme will ‘B¢ Uiscarded by the mt”
Legislature ; and if il will not countenance projects of this

kind, hew can it Conventlowwm ﬁ
less wisely 2 C i il W n ;¥

Byt gentlemen say our Copstitution has 'h a"e.:iswnea, |
of 45 years, and therefore, ought not to.beé touched, - IF am™ °

be: expected .that a

argument of this kind ought to have any .weight, it might
have been used with niuch greater forcé againsh. moqfng_
the Constitution or Charter of Connectigat, whi ‘exist- ]
ed” since the days of King Charles¥é But such argutients

it would convulse the people to throw into their hands that
wer which is their own. It would convulse the State, and

i

gentleman find grounds fort his apprehension ? Is there any
thing so factious in the people of North-Carolina more than
in other States of thegUmnion? It has always been allowed
that this State is the Southefi State of steady habits. ‘

Out of twenty-four States, twenty he believed had lately
adopted new Constitations, ‘Connecticut (the land of steady
habits) amongst the rest. Even the factious State of Georgia

(as it has sometimes béen called) has submitted the question |,

tn the people, who bad shewn that they were not anxious to
grasp at power; on the centrary, they are willing to let
things gemain as they are. Was the State of New-York con-
valsed k; taction when the people of that State held a Con- |
vention ! No.such thing. Fhe delegates met at Albany, and
proceesled to business in a manner becoming the Representa-
tives of -a wise, Republican State. Nor has any thing like
faction a
1If, said Mr:8. you agree to submit the question to the peo-
ple, as is proposed, and & majority be in favor of the mea-|
sure, the question will be, what is to be done? The people:
will be told that the Convention, when assembled, will have

power to abolish such of our Constitutional provisions as '

thegrvﬁthink proper and to make new ones, and they will ap-
point for .this purpose, the best qualified Citizens in the
State. "'- | . ‘

~ Inghe election of Members to the General Assemb’lj, the"'

tions, and good common sense, will answer the purpose ;'

plaint on this groundybecause they have small counties near |
them. As well might you say to the poor man, under an
Aristocratic grsn%f government, who coroplains that he is not
represented, * Sir, you hive no right to complain, you have
rich neighbors mear you, who are represented, and who will,
consequently, take care of your interests.”” Would such an
answer be viewed by him as consolation suited to his case ? |
Would he net view it as the taunt of scorn 2 As the mockery
of his grievance? And so should this arguent be viewed by
the inhabitants of large counties. |
To him, this question appeared simple and unanswerablé.
Gentlemen opposed t6 a Convention have no right to open
their mouths upon the subject ; they have no right to say we
shall havé o Convention. In their open opposition to this
measure, they say to the supporters ri‘Pe the present proposi-
tion : “ Although vour fathers have fonght and bled to secure
your ki and independence ; although for this your soil
has drank their blood, and their bones have whitened on its
bosom, you shall not enjoy the blessings secared to you by
their valor. Although we acknowledge you are net equally
re ted, we will stand seli-created guardians thereoi, be-
tween you and the Constitution ; althodgh it is the charter of
Your own liberties, purchased by the blood of your own an-
testors, although we acknowledgé it to be your own exclusive
property, yet we will take it upon ourselves to form a phalanx
around it, and bid you defiance ; you shall net, unhallowed as
you are, obtrude yoursclves into its presence, or touch it with
iluur polluted hands.” From whence do these gentlemen de-
ive such high powers? They have them not ; they have no
right to say to the free people of this State, you shall not|
have a Convention. If, when the vote'comes to be taken on
the subject, they think it inexpedicnt to hold a Convention,
they can put in a ticket to" that c%ect. Bat it is our right,
(salid Mr. Bi‘) ll:o hlave a Coitvention. & |
t is painful to look éround upon this respectable m-
blage—the Legislative Council l:; the xfmsr:)coplc"mp

Vote on this important question, have spokeny and will vote

|

or your Judges, or Ministers of the Gospel, might be elected
to that body. You may therefore bring together the great::
est talents in the State. And

!

State ?
But gentlemen have said, that under the present state of !
hings, nothing like oppression.takes place. 'Mr. S. admitted /|
hat we at present enjoy liberty amr
piness ; and thai the Constitution under which we live is |
a_good one, considering the time when it was made. But!.
since its formation, timeés and circutnstances bave changed. . |,
Gentlemen call loudly on the friends of the Resolutions, to .,
' shew any instance in which the people are deprived of their |
rights, and what necessity there is for calling a Convention:
Mr. 8. said he would examine this subject. We allege
that our Representation is unequal, and we name two Coun-
ties to prove it, Rowan and Columbus. The citizens of Co- |
lumbus bave six times the portion of , Representation in the!
General Assembly that the citizens of Rowan have.  What |
are the rights of a citizen ?  His first rights are his natural
rights, to life, liberty, and the, ion of happiness. But

of his natural rights for the skke of enjoying his political
rights. All men are born equal, and every man similarly
situated is entitled to equal rights and equal privileges. This
being a fact, we have a right to complain that the citizens of |
the large countics du not possess equal, political'rights with
the citizens of small counties. And ifhe must speak of East-|
ern and Western (thodigh he disliked the distinction) our|
people believe that they do not possess their full share of Re-
presentatioi in the Legislature. That the Eastern Members
make laws for us, and tax us without our consent ; and they
make our Governors; Judges and other Officers. The East
has the majority, and consequently the power, and though they,
may not use it improperly, they may do so if it pleases them.
This we call“a grievance. To deny to freemen an equal}

globe, and refiect that all who have xxoke'n, and all who will

under the sole influence of what they believe to be their sec-
tional and individual interest, withoit adverting a moment,
to the abstract question of right.  If the question were put|
to every man in this committee, separately, individually and’
alone, * are those Resolutions reasonable ?*”’ he would answer ||
afirmatively ; but men, gentlemen, ap on this floor in '’
their representative capacity, borne away on the tide of sec-
tional and individual interest ; they'can say there shall be no
Convention, and right and justice is lost in the fiood.
Mr. J. 8. SmiTH observed, that the propesition befo
Committee was important, as it
3ens of this State the propriety of
“mend their Counstitution. +

I

re the
sed to submit to the Citi-
alllng a Conyention to

. shew_you somethipg like:

®or
. gevtlemun from Halifax had told the committes something ||

voice inimaking laws, laying taxes, §c. is Anti-republican
and Aristocratic. - It may be called Republicanism ; but itis
Aristocratic Republicanism, just sich as he “would call ‘the
Republicanism of Virginia,or that of any other ,Staﬁe* where
it is necessary to have a freéhold te eafitle a man to « vole. .
Here, then, said Mr. 8. we:present a geicvance. Here wi

an to feel that he hd¥ less poli-

K

:

b 44

is more degrading to a man

tical rights than his neighbour? ‘Fodiscovétsthat the citizen |{of

of a small eounty has five or six titiés the power that he has ? |
For what, asked Mt S. ditt our forefathers fight 2 It was
a free Republican Government and equal rights. The

:

-

in any of the other States on like occasfons. ||

citizens dre carvleds, believing that any .gan of good inten- |}

but when a new Constitution is to be formed, you will see | States—a comparison that is al
every man repair to the poll, and the best and fittest men in. State is a sovereéign, indissolubl
‘the community will be chosen. No man in the State Wwill be |,

|| exempt from serving in a Conveation ; even your Governor, sovereign authority of the State. As a State, Delaware is

. equally sovereign with New-York. 'When the thirteen States
n it be supposed, for a mo-:f
menty that such a body would be factious, or adopt any mea- :

sure which would not be for the ‘welfare and happiness of the |
|| the little county of Columbu

Inot. Why, theh, is it entitled to more Representatives in '

a good dégree of hap- ||

when he enters into the :social compact, he surrenders some || _
| of these Resolutions c

| to*be entrusted with the power

| entertain of the good
{Force and ability which it possesses to meet an enemy.

‘had no “weight there, and. they. dre entitled ' n
Time cannot sanctify error. If your Lonstitutionyhave
nothing of antiquity, that ought

to recommend it but the rust ity, that ot

not to protect it. If you af® rot’able fo shiew that itis per-
fectgn Bl its parts, or superior thany stitution wh |
the present age can form, the pesple ought™® have.an oppor-
tunity of amending it when fhey‘express a'wish tadosocs.

Mr. Jefférson had been referred fo qs-'atithbr'rz for, the
system of Representation adopted in Virginias You ﬂiﬁ M3
| that a portion of the people in that State,,-aré:disfﬁﬂch._mad s | i
tifat no man who is net possessed of a freﬂ;ﬂdun vote for a
Delegate to their House of Representatives, " Mr. 8. said he
objected to this system. He cared not who was in favone of
it. He ted Mr. Jefferson as much as any wan; but
he would not call such a system of gevernment a Democratic
Republic ; but, in the language of Vattel, an Aristocratie Re-

 public. [Mr. 8. read a passage from Vattel in support'of his < +
_opinion. ] A TR WA W
What, isked Mr. S. constituteS the strefigth of the Btate ?

There are two kinds of strength } thé ane morals the |
‘physical. The moral, is the gogl opition,. which the people
about the struggle which had tak en"&gﬂ in Connecticut be-
tween the powers of Church andState. "It was a happy
struggle. He differed éntirely in ppihhnflfﬁm}ﬁw_

man from- Newbern on this subject., It was, said Mr, S: a -

struggle between the State and the Church, and’ he thanked
God that the State had prevailed—That they had thrown off
the yoke of the Clergy, and established a free Government.
¢ The gentleman from Halifax next makes a’'comparisen be-
een the situation of our small counties and the small
tob%ther inapplicable. A
L 4

body politic. ’ei County,
wer but what is derived from the

on the contrary, has no po

met to form a National Government, it became ri‘toeaaarf to
‘make a compromise with the small States of Rhade Island
and Delaware, and they were acoordingly allowed the same
Representation in the Senate with the other States. = But has
s any severeignty ? Certainly

proportion to its size, than other counties. .
’l.l‘)l?e geutleman next alleges, that there would be
ficulty in a Counvention about the proper basis of .
tation. . He (M S.) had no doubt'there would be some dif- .
ference of opinion on this subject. But the mémbetsyaffer
some discusgion, would come to an-understauding on.the sub-
ject. 'Hé did not believe the citizens of the West had any ill~
will towards their brethren of ‘the East. He was certain '
that he himself had none ; and if a Conyention were to be
held, the basis of Representation Would be fixed on the prin-
ciplé of population, on the federal principle, or on population
and taxation combined. Let us, said he, cbme together, and
an opportunity will be afforded of conciliation and compro-
mise. But while the two sections "stood aloof from each
other, nothing vould be effected. b RL Sl e
The gentléman from bern complained that the friendq
ned themselves to the unfair Repre-
sentation, and did not” pointout the defects in the Constitu- -
tions *Mr. S. said; that wis the principle defect, 'and was
considered a grievance which could not be desiied. A _
 ~But the same gentlefnan says, this is not a proper time for
amending the Constitution ; that. the country is.yery much
embarrassed in a pecuniafy point of view,'and therefore unfit
of amending the Constittuien.
Mr. 8. said, it was true thtﬁﬂielzm rrassments which the
ntleman spoke of had existed, and perhaps, in some
= B el ness of its form ; the physical, is.thp
pose your Republic is invaded, “wll your citizens would’ be

called upon to defend it, whether they ol M PRLAD gl
if & man be obliged to fight for his gountry, he m}# "'_ m

committee on this

at dif-

to enjoy the rights of a citizen. :
The next gentleman whe addressed the.
subject was from Beaafort, (Mr, Blackled,

-

man acknowledged that the Western

' ‘_ repreuenM+ 18 Was 3
m#ﬁtling.ﬂﬂrqﬁnmr e
- geievances, He: admits we have not justice

-

" (Centinngd oo frerid page.)




