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Mr. Hawks.—1I have watched with patient attention, Mr-.
Chairman, gress of the gentleman from Hillsborough, |/
(Mr. Smith,) in bis march over this wide field of controversy.
I have seen him, in the chivalrous spirit of reform, pass by
no combatant who has yet appeated in the contest, and, like |
Gulliver among the Lilliputians, he has endeavored to throw
the pigmies who surro .nded him, hither and thither, at his
own will and pleasure. The humble individual who now ad-q
dresses you, has not escaped his animadversions, and.’'there-
fore hopes the committee will pardon him for again entering |
the lists.

For himself, Mp, H. said, he thanked the tleman for -
~ that ray of illumimation he had thrown on the g%ect by quo-
tations from Vatfel on the Law of Nations. The gentleman
deserved credit :5- the correctness of his quotations, and Mr.

———

4

H. said he had oply to lament, that in his search for truth,
the gentleman had not proceeded far enough to discover the -
whale truth. This eminent writer had been represented to
the committee as laying down the principle, that in republics,
as the power belongs to the people, the people have the right

to make what Constitution they please ; and we, said Mr. H. ¥

“are called on to adopt, as a fair conclusion from this princi-
ple, the strange position advanced yesterday, for the first
time, by the gentleman from Fayetteville, (Mr. Strange) that-
as individuals in the great mass of the conmunity, we are en-
titled to a vote on the subject, but when placediin a legislative
capacity, itis beyond tlie power entrusted to us. T'his novel -
idea should be answered by Vatiel himself; he was too pro-
found in his views to lay down as a rule qf action a proposi-
tion so indefinite as this ; it would therefore be found, upon
consulting him further, that in all contemplated altcrations of
an established form of government, the question of expediency
was expressly recognized as a previous one.  And who should
answer the question? The people, by their delcgates con-
vened in supreme legislative council ; and when, said Mr.
H., this General‘Assembly shal have voted it to be ca:pcdtent.
we will return to the ranks of our fellow-citizen$, and, acting
on the principle read from Vatlel, by the e;entlelhan from
Hillsborough, will proceed to the exercise of our rights as
private individuals. '

In directing the attention of the committee to'the benefit
which might be derived from the history of the sister States
in the confederacy, Mr. H. said he had yesterday stated what
he had seen in Connecticut, at the time that State et in Con-
vention for the amendment of its Constitation. This state-
ment had been questioned. The change had been called by
the gentlewan from Hillsborough, a contest between Church
and State, in which the latter obtained the victory. Mr. H.
said, that a very slight acquaintance with the State of Con-
necticut, was sufficient {0 shew that this was not the case.
That Church which was represented.as so obnoxious, con-
tainetl within its body a majority of the people ; in the strug
gle, therefore, it must have been triumphant. The fact was,
it was a mere.contest for power between those who had it,
and these who wanted, it, but who had no Constitutional righ:
to it. The demon of faction there stalked abroad, and its;
track may now be seon by the mournful vestiges of desolation.™
'The wisest and best men in the State stemmed the torrent in
vain ; they could only mourn over the calamities of their
couniry, and the remembrance of its condition almost wmng
frouy therfi tears of blood.

Itgnight not be amiss, Mr. H. saidg here to advert ta ano-

thedffact in the history of the adoption‘of the Constitution of |

Connecticut, as it might, perhaps, convince gentlemen that!

thoss States which had in this debate been appfeuded for their |
independence in demolishing the fabiics reared by the hands
of their fathers, were not in all things worthy of imitation.

"T'he Convention of Connecticut met, formed its Constitution,
sent it forth to the people, and called on them with msultmg
haste to decide after the deliberation of a fortnight, on the |
adoption of an instrument under which they and their poste- .
rity were to live perhaps for centuries. Changes in govern- ]
ment were not to be made for light and transient causes, and ||
whenever any change should be attemptetl in" our Constitu- |}
tion, Mr. H. hoped it would be done’ with wisdom and deli-
beration. 'To make a Constitution, is not the work of a day,

nor ought it to be entrusted to common hands ; but no gentle-'
man could say that in the present temper of the times, the
tinid haste of those who.might fear the loss of power, would |

:ut :'orce upon us the precipitate coursg pursucd by Connec- |
icu

'The attention of the committee had been called, by the gen-
gcman (rom Hillsborough, to thé Constitution of the United !

tates.
rect qystem of representation, it is necessary, in order to,F

cqualize political power, to take into view both the populatmn i
and property of a community. .. This is the principle which I
recognized yesterday. The Constitution of the Genpral Gov- |
crument, embraces this principle, and so does our Constitu-|*

tion ; but to make répmsentﬂhon Eﬂf eqiial, is, as was |’
remarked by the gentleman from Granv lﬁe, (Mf’mﬂman,

Impessible 3 antl thﬂ-efm the Federal Constitution, so far as
representation is concerncd, was formed in the spirit of com- £
promise. . And however gentlemen “may ridicule the idea,
there wmust have been a principle of sovereignty in our coun- l
ties ; and when these several counties adopted the. Constitu- |
tion, it was done in the same spirit of compromise.

But it is objected against the present system, that the Le-'
gislature appoints the Governor and Judges, and in this objec-
tion the real motive of oppesition was developed ; bere Was -
scen the hand gr Jor power. He dnLnug think the gen-

i

i
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tlemen from the West had any cause of comiplaint against

)

' been shewn,

,admnssnon, for on it we may build.

- ceeded all that was furnished by the Western countigs.

| tmns of the East ever passed to th

We bave been told, said Mr. H. that in every cor- |}/

‘ good one is another. Our

their friends from the East, on this ground. ' The West' had1
certainly enjoyed its full share of honerable appointments ;.
and from the county in which the gentleman from Hillsborough

lives, no less than six members of the bar had been taken, |

within a few years, to grace the bench of our superior courts.
The gentleman from Grauville had yegterday called upon
the friends of the resolutions to place thewr ﬁngeré on any ac-
tual grievance growing out of the present system. None had
The evils complained of,saidiMy. H: exist only
upon paper ; and we are asked to alter our ‘Censtitution be-
cause the delicate ears of hypercrmcal gent:gnen are offended
.| with its phraseology. But this morning, t ntleman from
Hillsbotough tells us in general terms, that our Constitution
will be greatly improved by a revision, and at the sauie time
admits that the new system will probably be stamped with
the impress of human infirmity. =Sir, T thank him for the|
/1 had thought, from the |'
remarks of the other friends of these resolutions, that we had
reached that era of intelligence, when we could not fail to bet-
ter our Constitution ; but if the labors of the present enlight-

“ened age, like those of the last, are to be stamped with imper-

fection, I woi!d submit it to'the understandings of those who'
hear me, whether it be not better to bear the evils that we
have, ¢ than fly to others that we know not of.” We know

what are the present defects in our gowernment, but we can- |}

not foresee what may be the defects in any new Constitution,
swhich ma¥ be formed. Mr. H. said he would point them to
the wisdom of’ these latterilays as displayed in the new Con-
stitutions formed by Alabama, Missouri, New-York, &c. and
he asked to be shewn any one of them better than ours. :
He had asserted yesterday, that if representation was to be

_regulated by numbers and wealth, there was no inequality.

His honorable friend from Beaufort, (Mr. Blackledge,) had
repeated the sentiment, and declared that the revenue paid
into the public coffers, from the towns on the sea-board, ex-
This
had been contested, and considered as totally irrelévant to the
present question. ‘Mr. H. thought it had mucl to do with the
subject. North-Carolina, viewed as an independent State,

ssessed the same common interest ; and that which tended |

to diminish the wealth of individuals, mhabltmg any portion of
her territory, tended at the same time to the common injury,
for mdludu.ll wealth was the foundation of national wealtﬁ
The Eastern section of the State, interested in shipping to a

vast amount, and continually importing goods subject to duty,

poured into the treasury chest of the ¥ederal Government, a
sum which; superadded to the revenue furnished by the East
to the State Treasury, made an aggregate, compared with
which, the amount of revenue raised in the West was small
indeed. But some_gentleman had been pleased to say, th
the Treasury of tlilnitcd States was not the Freasury o
North-Carolina. ue, said Mr. H. it is not pttr Treasury,
Sir, but it serves in various ways to protect a portion of our
territory, which furnishes part of the fundsin the State Trea-

sury, and thereby insures the permanem‘y of those funds.|

Mr. H. said that a comment on the remark of his friend from
Rockingham, (Mr.Morehead,) would illustrate his idea.
That gentleman had said that our countrymen of the West
were ready with their thousandsof armed men, to defend us
in time of danger. For myself, Mr. H. proceeded, I thank
the gentleman ; I am sure that our countrymen in the West
would act the part of brethren ; but, Sir, with a defenceless
.sea-hoand of great extent, unprotected by a naval armament,
(which armament the ast now contributes to support,) our
Western coadjutors would find on their arfival, the vestiges
of a victorious enemy, in eur desolated towns and smo!
vnlla@s. They wauld find; too, that they were deeplj"_ n

! ested in our-weal or woe, becanse in the body politic; as inj

the nataral body, the aﬂ'ectmn qt any one part wdl be felt by
the whole system.

“But the gentleman from H:llsborongh, aware that the reve-
nue furnished By the East to the General ‘Government, is in
its consequences advantageous- to North-Carolina at large,

'~ attempts to evade-the conclusion drawn from the fact, by tell-

ing us that these revenues are paid by the Western. peaple,
the consumeps of the articles, and not the merchants, - Mr. [}

' H. said it was true that the consumer paid the duty, but it|

was also undeniably true, that the tax did netfalbon the peo-

ple of the West, for.a very small pr&mrtlon of the importa-
e tof the spot on which

he stvod.

When I reflect, Mr. Cha.irmam daid Mr. H. that thesé‘ re-|

solutions are but an invitation to us to sit in judgment upon

our ancestors, I am forcibly feminded of the lines of a great |

poet, alike remarkable for_ his knnwleglge of hum.m nature
and for the sarcastic powers of his muse :

 'We thmk our[fnthérs"ﬁlols, so wise we grmr b o e o
p “Ourson,smfutureﬁmeowﬂlthmkuséo”
Sir, were this ndthlng more than an mvltatmn to cﬁar
with folly those who haye préceded us, I would;.vmw mum@
my seat ; but I see in it something more, our ‘assistance is
‘'asked to unbind and let loose upa
litical sca on ‘which we at

‘nor and office is also equal, and the p
! mqqmty, presses his infant boy to his bosom, with the cheer-

| claims, M.
at the threshold met these advocates of equal: rights of all

g || ascend to an enquiry into the ELE}

fthe right of personal liberty.

- 'lrﬂe#
| ciple is seen to operate.. ‘In .

| nng e &
n the calm surface of that}

presant ride in’saféty, the angry | his consent; mdtllnr‘ 5

“winlls of faction. © That sueface may be lashed b  those winds [} A
into h";owa, on WJIIC}I some few ,ﬂa\at in safety to office ?LTATM are lnz by Wl;‘lt:ebvu'g‘ basis r:{ mﬁdut&g‘?
“and to honor, but when we_ would fain see its turbulent waves || The violation s wi"mti y 01_1* m:&m-
on:se“%:ow at e ‘we- Iid? lwhthmhg* inmdv‘?ﬂm  jrov: [an nwg;rn ble Stk ]ﬂahﬂ‘

m Spirit. n ‘“ ride upon the w sct i ’ _

the storm” of a polmga b g e ¢ o prove this, Mr. 8. he

One word more.
measure inexpedient ;
'mind, that tovma.ke acom'tuﬁon ‘one_thing, to wake a ',
t Constitation is a fabric
reared by our fathers, and giﬁmﬁaﬂﬂs we have lived for ,
many years.in safety ; in teaﬁmit down, to erect a more |
modern edifice in. 1&: place, we may bé overwhe]qu\ in its

ruins, We may sow Mvumlon}y towthwhwlw

acal T do-believe the proposed
qno} & bega 7 countrymen to bear ins

II

el

. Mr. STanvry :said, that rising under the @advan
discussed, he would detain them but a short trm, whnle he
humbly gleaned over the field which others had
The question under oons:der!hon is nat.ohe o!’uae oommnn
interest of legislation, an error i which admits of an early
correction. We have before us a pr%)sitmn to a,lmlmﬁ that
Constitutiort which we, and our fathers before us, bave preve-
renced as the charter of our liberties, and to trusé to the un-

’certamty of chance for a better. - Before we venture upon .

thls hazard, let us cast an eye upoiithe QQnstfh:uon which
it is proposed to destroy. Tiie instrument’ we. s - of, is
‘tiot the formation of yesterday : it is’ that mst:tutlon under
 which we have lived since the birth of dur Independence ;
.which has wecured to us our lives, our liberty and the pursuit
of happiness ; which has ptoved itself dmply competent ta all
'the o ects of national prosperity 3 which claims our venera~

ition. and confidence for all the sanctions which time and ex-:

perience can
enjoy every b
m:qual rights to acquire and enjoy pr

?ve, and from the assurala Qnat under it wo
essing which belangs to man in socuety
erty = the nght to lio-

reflection,’ that with influstry, virtue and talents, his son

Constitution we now possess : the work of man, it cgnmbo
fect :-like other hiuman institutions, a mixtunrg of and
evif it has its defects : but the avils lmputed t0 it should nos
only be manifest, but should:be great, before We venturé on
the dreadful expenment of destroying it, with no certalnty
what we are to obtain in its place.

The me who advocate the call of a chm ention, al-

the evils of the Constitution are to be found, -

1 In the unequal sepresentation of the people..

2. In the want of powel in the Legm]atum to remove the

Npress?ntataon, is attempted tp be suppartes pqn;tlm allega-
tion that the right of - representation |§,aq'u§l 3 that the same
number of persons have the same rights, and-should have the
same influence in gﬂvernment, or in other' words, that 1’02“‘
lation should govern ropreqent'mon. =

In gsine to an examination of the foundatinn of their

said, he would barely.notice a difficalty. which

persons,  If all persons have'equal rights;- why are women
excluded ? Why are minors excluded? Because there are
other considerations than the mere existence of a rqoh,.

it was his' purposegto offer ; at present, he would without
levity says that in his opinion, the exemption of 'the Sex was
rather a privilege than an exclusion : their duties wepe of a
higheér, a more important, and of a.more interesting nature—
the indtruction of their children, the care of their ]aouseho!d,
and the happiness of their husbands.

The imputed error of representation under the Constitu--
tion is divided intoftwo parts; first, that the cmmtles of the
Eastern half of the Stal:e, w:th a léss white pop on; have
a greater number of Representatﬁres in the Le alafnre
the counties of the Western half ; and second, t Iﬁat particu
small counties bave as many Representatives as the larges

To test the solidity of these objections, it is. necessary to
ARY PRINCIPLES OF
WYH . Baciety is ot formed, said Mr. S. l‘hmly
tablish the right

ar peraoual liberty ; if this weré the jsole object of

tin d to
government, the personal liberty bemg the s the rights
| of all would be equal: but, (without, seeklngmgr higher or

older authority,) from the tinie when it was tommanded,
* thou shall ot steal, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
,” the right to acqui ire and:to enjoy pl‘.ﬂpert] is as clear-
lf‘esta.bhshed and is as’ esscnti;l 10 4 yment of life, as
o he rich are.
the poor, and the.righto rty,. whether large or L
is am sacred. Th th%l::cuﬁty equally bemﬁtmhose al-
ready possess, and . whp seck to Sequire pmpqty—:;t
'stlmulates to entérp imllﬂtl'j. Revén tlld‘htal
| principle of - guqernmcnt - witheat it, its w ctus-
ally stopped: this arevenue, property ?{a ol
therefore, a l‘unda tal principle in gmmmq | ﬁﬁ
riers should be erected ﬁ)r the security of
possessors of thai)m rty of a State, or ¢ trict, should
have a weight in iuaﬂws. pro ed to Iiﬁ contribution
its"support, and to ‘the State which tliey have
p1aced pﬁolts *pmperlty Not. iﬁ’goﬁrhmﬁdt only, but in
association for the manag ment of rty, this pﬂn-
anks, in Navigation Com
in estates held in common, the, inﬂueme or eontro nt
rietor i mp;ﬂmned to fhe ﬁnovInt he has contri-
3 _'--t‘anmglntfully be tnken lﬁthont

‘rd

bgtaﬂ to the Common
¥hat no man’s propel

the ment of the Revolutil
‘was a volnme of Marahnli’a Ltfa of Washingtos
‘found at hand,

[Mf.B.hﬁtmdexmts&omvm uﬁmsul of the
Ameﬁcan Colonies to the British Gowm@ ity in wh
was claimed as a * fundamental axiom, that taxation anc

—!b‘ _._&-—.&EH

addressing the thse, after the subject ‘had been very fully

rest man in the com- . |-

ay.aspire to the highest offices of the State.. Such is the

Judges. L
S. In the mode nf‘a'p ) 'mlhtig uﬁmrs. _.G .
Other objections, if they. hﬁ\’ﬂlleﬂlg tﬁey have not thouglnt‘ |

proper to mention.” =

je objection te the Constltuf.lon on the mund uf unequal |

support a claim toashare in gouernment, his views of which,

to es-
-nor {o regulate tlie eohi'lllt:t of 'its members,

péo}.c, ds well ds

‘..

that TARATION and REPRESEN-

s P L S
ma l nces Aad by the Colonies to- Gnm:: at -

on, which he,

lt
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