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coM. PORTER’s SQUADRON.
CORRESPONDTNCE, &ec.

.. T4 3 of Porto
To his Etoel?ency 1;:1(‘0.-.9'("‘ovel'm:u- P

U. S. Ship Peacock, March 4, 1823.
YorR FXCELLESNCY: I have thq_l_honor to
) 'vm that n purglmncc of orders from
government, T have taken c@mmand of
the Umted States naval forces in. these
"tr the protection of the ‘cammerce of
es against all unlawful inter-
guard the rights both of proper-
n of our citizens ‘trlhenever it
) ome necessary, and for the suppres- ||

s\Tu,:l(t:fe;'u-ucv and the slave trade. .
s:o“ great complaints have been made of the
nterruption and injury to our commerce by
vateers fitted out from Spanish ports, 1
]T:"M heg your Excellency to furhish me a
dcs&ipti#é list of vessels legall_v commissign-
i Porta Rico, with a set of

: to cruize from Por
::e blank forms of their papers, that I may

ow and when to respect them, if 1
:i:}nﬁ:d ttlnect with any of them. Tmust also
" peg your Excellency to inform me how far-
they have been instructed to interrupt our
imde with Mexico and the Colombian Re-
blic, and whatever instructions er autho-
rities they may have affecting our commerce
rally. oF
ge:(; the suppression of piracy, the principal ||
metive for my visit ‘, o these scas, s an object
that conceTns all nations, (all lzemg parties |
seainst them and may be considered as al- ||
fies) I confidently look to all for their co-ope- |
ration whenever it may be necessary, or at i}
jesst their favorable and friendly sapport ;
4nd to none more than those most exposed to
sheir depredations.

[ therefore look with confidence to your
excellency for the aid of such means as may
pe in vour power for fheir suppression; and
in the absence of means, 1 bég to assure your
excellency that whatever course, may bhe
purssed by me to destroy those enemies of
the hnman race, it will have no other aim ;
and 1 shall observe the utmost caution not to !
ehcroach on the rights, or willingly offend
the feelings of ethers, either in substance or
n form, in 2l] the measures which may be a-
dopted to accomplish the end in view.

It will afford me sincere pleasure should 1
be so fortunate as tg fulfil the expectations
of my government, ¥nd at the same time
preserve harmony and a good understanding
with those with whem I may be so ‘unfortu-
nate &s to come in collision or discussion in
rlation theretoy indeed it will add much to
my happiness if it can be avoided altogether.

That such is my sipcere wish, and that the
obj.cts set forth by me are the only ones
which brought me to these seas, 1 beg leave
to assiite your excellency in the most posi-
tive and unequivocal terms.

With the highest respect, 1 have the lLo-
nor 1o be your excellency’s very obedient
bhumble servant.

(Signed)

-

D. PORTER.

of the $qyadron under the command of your

“port. T have been in:uspiciously informed of

_entering the port, notwithstanding his hav.

. his wndertaking, by a

. and the other at an elevation with a ball.—
“But she Garrison in seeing his abstinacy, fol-

lowed with an extraordinary rigour the or- !
! ders for hindering the entrance of the squa-
- dron till my ,arrival, according to the deter- |

alwavsinny power to retaliate, and even in
this p!acfbut it wonld be a poor return for
the frien 'ship- and bospitalitv T have receiv-
ed from its inhabitants, and I cannot re€on-
cile it to myself that the innocent should be
mae to suffer for offences not their own.

With great respect, T have the honor to
be, your excellency’s most obedient humble
servant.

(Signed) D.PORTER.

[nmsfﬂmn.j .
Captain General of Porto Rico.
tt'ﬁ,ir : At noon this day, just

Y 't_ e villa AgUAS, where

o’elock th?fr?:f#ni‘ng the offi-

Pfie king’s lieutenant command-
place. #dvising ‘'me of the arrival

Oﬁrc oj_' the

ant of this
excellency with a disposition to enter this

the misfortune occurring in the death of the
commander of a schooner of war belonging
to the squadron, who, it seems, persisted in

ing been warned by the fort to desist from
arge from two

cannons. the two first with a blank cartridge,

mination formed by the said licutenant of
the place yesterday.

I wish to persuade the mind of your ex-|
cellency into a consciousness of the sorrow |
which this event. so mournful and unfortu-
nate has caused me ; so much the more pain-
ful, inasmuch as it has happened in a place
in the district under my command, and on an
individual under the orders of your excel-
lency, and a citizen of the United States; of
a nation, with whom in all acceptations the
Spaniards of both hemispheres are found
united.

Sounexpected a misfortune, which it seems

ought mnever to be feared in friendly estab-
lishments, appears to carry on itself a cha-
racter of criminality, which more and more
aggrieves my feelings. ,
Rut the juncture of the' circumstances
which have conspired towards the fataiity,
according to the information received by me !
is such, that if your excellency will be pleas- '.
ed to exarmne it with impartiality. vou will |
perccive that if the facts are not sufficient to
mitigate the regret, they are at least enough |
to prove that there bas been no intention of |
failing 1n regard to your excellency, nor of
ofiending any citizen of the United States,
-and much less their government.

The lieutenant of the king, and the com-
mandant of the place, grounded on various
reasons, of which it is not important te trou-
ble your excellency with a citation, but of
which however, I will point out a few, be-
lieved that he ought not to permit the en-|
tering of the squadron untis my arrival, One
of his motives arose from his recollecting
that during the last year an expedition was
armed in the ports of Nerth-America, against

T kis Excellency the Governor of Parto Rico.
U. S. Sarr Pracock, Aguada,

March 8th, 1823. }

Your Excellency : On the 2d of this month
1despatched from the squadron under my |

command, the United States schooner Grey || N TEPOTLE 1 :
| lar cxpedition is this yearin preparation :—

Hound. commranded by Captain John Porter,
of the Un't: d States Navy, who wasthe bear-
er of a letter from mme to your excellency
~wrtien in strict conformity with instructions
whicit] had received from my government,
propoulcing certain enquiries to enable
" Yourexcellency to piit me in possession of
such information as would place it in my
power to fulfil the benevolent intentious of
rhe government of the United States without
irfringing on the rights of Spain asa belli-
{terent,

The commander of the Grey Hound was
 Erected to renajn in St. Johns two days for
your excellency’s answer, and then to join
102 off the port, er ut this place, where I pro-
pwsed watering the squadron under my com-
Eend.

On the second day after his arrival at'St.
Joohns,, 1 directed the commander of the U.
S. schooner Fox, to proceed there with his
vessel, to ascertain what time it was proba-
bl € your reply would be obtained, with!or-
de 13 to return immediately, and apprise the |
o mmander of the U. S, schooner Beagle,
an other of my squadron, of my inteution to
¢o me to this place.

* On the arrival of the Fox within gwp - shot
of the castle I was much surprised to obsérve
th: ¢t six guns were fired at her; but knowing
of 1o cause to justify such an act ofviolence,
I+ Jould have thought that perhaps I might
hai % been mistaken, had not the commind
ers of all three of those vessclsfailed to obey
my instructions, which could not have hap-
per wed but for some violent detention by 'the
UL aonties at St. Johns.

U intil I am better satisfied of the fact, how-
eve 1. 1 shall refrain from the gxpression of
- 1‘;}‘ gentiments op the subject, and shall for
the present merely observe, that their cha-
Tict er could not have been misunderstood,
: iadron at the time of the departure

%, was lying in full view of the cas-
their colors flying, and a British
. under the command of 8ir Thomas
¢, which had several times commus-
with me and well knew the vessels,
there the day previous to the Jast
ed; vessel, and on the day of my ar-
the port. S 3, _

v not whether my suspicionsare cor-
1t 1 have, in the event of their being
ted the senior officer to abandon the
and leave the island of Porto Rico,
as possible, leaving it to my country,
u 1 shall make known the facts, to'
he outrage ag it way think proper, |
ieh it wjll no doubt do promptiy‘and |

Iy,

‘ of a man named Ducnodray Holstein ; which

| amang his other reasons were the following.

i Castl¢ of the Moro, not for the purpose

| of his being disturbed, and of which he

l pilot ; but notwithstanding this, and the

this #land, and ;%ced under the command

expedition actually went into the port «f St.
Bartholomew under the Americanflag, and

It has been reported here that another simi-

That the' schooners alluded to on their en-
tering yesterday, would yot receive the pi-
lots on beard, unless they practised with

particular plans of the harbor, and the leads!
'in their hend, of which the captain of the !

| port made his complaint :—That when the‘

. officers came on shore, a rumor was spread '
that they were saying Spain had ceded this :

| istand, and that of Cuba, to the Enghsh, |
\ which relation they confirmed to the lieute- |

| fiant of the king, a8 he himself has assured |
~me : That their not having presented to him
the writing nor any expression from your '
| excellency ; he suspected
somethirg alarming in these rumors;
' not'sufficient proofs, that these were nation-
| al vessels merely by the uniforms in which
| the officers were dressed. :
These are some of the reaséns which
he has informed me he had in view in not
consenting t@'the entrance of the squad-
ron until my arrival, and in consequence
of thema, he dispatched his orders to the

of committing hostilities—but merely pre-
ventive orders. e sent an adjutant at
half past six o’clock in the morning ac-
companied by an interpreter on board one
of the schooners under the command of
your excellency to entreat her comman-
der to be so good as to call on the govein-
ment, in order to agree with them on the
means and form of making known to your
excellency this their determination. Un=
fortunately the commander of the Ameri-
can schooner deferred, in the first place,
his seeing the lieutenant of the king until
one o’clock in the afternoon; and pro-
voked by the adjatant to view itas anun-
just case, and to consider duly the eause

was fully informed ; the commander pro-
mised the adjutant that he would go to

himself,

to crowd sail in order at all eveuts to gdin
the port—these acts, most excellent sir,
have been the means of derriving the U-

of an officer, of filling Puerto Rico with
mourning, and myself with inexpressible
sorrow. 1 feel it to be my duty to assure
your excellency that the orders issued by
the lieutenant of the king and command-
ant_general of this pm. were by no
means intended to comimit hostilities or
offences against the vessels ; but as the
firing was made at an elevation, either
the tumbling of the sea or. perhaps some
bad pointing, must have been the cause
why the fourth dischargg should produce
such a fatal effeqt. '

Immediately on my return to this place
I gave orders that all the vessels under
the command of your excellency of what-
ever- description may enter freely into

this harhor, as intoa port of friends, where

nited States of a citizen, yrur excellency H

! Puerto Rico, March 6, 1823.
. Excellentisimo Senor
(Signed) { MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.
Most excellent sir, command-
ant of the squadron of the U.

S. of America, in the offing 4
o of this port, D. D. Porter.
'I‘RANSLATII ON. W &
Office of the Capitain General of Puerto
1 - Rico.

first objects of my aitention, as soon as -
was informed of the mournful accident]
concerning which 1 wrote to your excel-
lency in my; letter of yesterday, was to
acquaint myself with the actual condition
of the wounded -individual in order that
he should be logated, where the duties of
friendship might be exercised for his ac-

commodationand conforts, but being cer=

MosT Excgi.LENT Sir : One of the}

they will meet that reception which the
‘law of nations assigns to those who claim

action before related, T could dp no o

should be conducted with all

tified that 'heghd.ﬁﬂ'ied durjng the trans-

wise than give my orders th 'x'is-funeral
decorum

ther-|

ay : she
‘the first shot was fired, or have i
| her intentlons.of going fnto St.

‘hey could easily have satisfied them<
selves. :
But he had
as an American officer, and it is only to
ndeavor to palliate, or excuse the ¢on<
duct of the offending individual, that your
excellency has sought for facts, which
would never have been brought into no=
tice, but for the lamentable circymstance
which gave tise to these painful remarks.
ter of my sguadron ; a British squadron
and there.cannot he @ doubt had commu~-
‘nicated “intelligence of my
visit PortoRico. . £ © T4 :
The sloop of war on bnard‘*#wﬂﬁn my
pendant was flying, with some small ves-
sels of my.squadron, were
view of the Castle witﬁ";hc‘.olm hoist-
ed ; the schooner which -Wa:
was standing directly into portin
Jd not have esca

open
after
nup
Johns,

- e —

been received and treated

He informed your second of the charac- .
was then lying in port, which kpew me, °

intentions to

ing in full®

fired jinto

X

. a''itle in civilization #nd other privileges, |
| secured by the tr{;\ties of friendship ex-

li May God guard your excellency many
i

' (Signed) gMIG

'isting between the two nations. In this

lact I anticipate for myself the satisfaction |

of being able to manifest personally all |

| the consideration which your person me= |
| vits from me, and my regret for so mourn-

ful and disagreeable an event.

years.
Puerto Rico, March 6,'1223. 1
' Fxce mo. Sor.
UFL DE LA TORRE.
The most excellent commander

in chie of the Anglo-Ameri-

cap squadron in the cffirg of
" Puaerto Rico, D. David Porter.

[TRANSLATION.]
Office of the Capitain General of Puerto,

MosT ExCcFLLENT Sir: Ithis moment
recrived the very estifiable letter of vour

month, in which vour excellency has been |
pleased to communicate to me the impor-

he had found |
and '

the government, as soon as he could dress !'_' lency,

By an unheard of fatality he tlid not ac-
complish  their promise until after his
hearing the firing of the cannon at the

 Moro, which might have been avoided
had he only presented himself for an ia-
| terview with the commander of the place.
The remisaess of this officer, and the
' pertinacity of him who commanded the.
' schooner in his nat suspending his enter-
'ing in spite of the cannon that was fired
. without a shot, and without waiting for a

tantgommission which has been entrusted
to you b a grvernment, that claims the
respect of all the territories withinjis in-
fluence. =0y

I have the satisfaction of forwatding to
your excellency a nominal report of the
privateer vessels which have beep armed
and despatched for the purpose of cruis-
ing by the competent authority in this is-
land, agreeably to the request which yeur
excellency has made me in the letter of
that date, and I am extremely scrry to,

| find myself so situated that I cannot com- |

 ply with the wishes of your excellency in"
‘regard to my transmitting you a set of!
'blank forms, for the purpnxe'nf enabling
. your excellency how and when to respect
their commissions. The diplomas which |
' they receive, come from our'court alrea- |
'dy signed by his most catholic majesty,
| and the minister to whom this office per- |
tains, leaving in these cases the naval au-
thority here limited only to the filling of '
the blank spaces in them with the name
of the captain and the vessel.
ated, it is impossible for me to accede to |
vour circumspect views in this particular |
object. But nevertheless, if it should on
occasion appear requisite to yoar excel-
lency, the said diplomas or commissians
can be examined togsther with a blank |
signature of the captain of this port, in or- |
der that a sufficient ground may be estab-
lished for comparing this signa‘ure with
| those which may be presented, keeping in
view the prospectus of those, with which
the said privateefs are Cruising.

I am likewise asked by your excellen-

ions are extegpded for interrupting the
commerce of the U. States with Mexico
and the Republic of Columbia; and for
ynur'gratiﬁcation it is my duty to declare
that I find myself sufficiently instructed
to state that the blockade which was es-.
tablished on all the coasts and ports of
the provinces of Venezuela has been rais-
ed. Under these circumstances, I consi-
der the commerce of the U. States to be
in free capacity for an intercourse with
that of the places formerly blockaded ;
| reserving however for lawful capture the
vessels of any nation which shall be found.
conveying implements ¢f war to the in-
surgénts—or pegple disposed to co-ope-
rate with them in their military resist-
ance. ‘1 can give your excellency no cer-
tain information concerning Mexico ; but
it is my opinion that the circumstances
and condition are to be,found the same as
those of Venezuela.

The very important objects to which
your mission into these seas is directed,
and your.good intentions «nd views, af-
ford me the greatest satisfaction and has-
ten me to mapifest myself toyour excel-
as at the instant ] how do, in order’
toassure you that all-within the scope of
my authority and faculty in this wsland is |
one of the places most interested in the
flourishing of commerce, and the revival
if possible of good faith, and due respect
to the property of the citizens. b5

Trasting that your excellency may be
able to fulfil the desires of your govern-
ment in this important charge and that
thgy may be ever more and more happy
in their election, I have the honor of be-
ing, with the greatest respect, your €x-

Riro. a ' ) O
| 70 His Ezcellency Cafitain General of |
| of every one on board, to send the small

excellency dated the 4'h of the present b

| |

}! sels composing/it

Thus situ- l.. v
“cellency lias laboured to'justify the act;

' public with the sa

| cy for information how far my instruct-,
illency

" vou, which

cellency’s most attentive and sure ser-

a-*t-‘)
]

and manifestation of respe
norable officer of his character and sta-
tion, and causing his corpse to be attend-
ed tp the grav- by a procession composed
of the principal chieftains, autborities,
and other officers of this garrisog. In
this act, I cagld wish that your excellen-’
cy might recognise an expression of the
lively sorrow which has Yeen excited in
m.e by this misfortune.

May God preserve your excellency
many years, X
Peuerio Rico, March 7, 1823.

| . Fxlmo: Sen-r.
(Signed) {MIGUEL DF. LA TORRE.

The most excellent commander
in chief «f the Anglo-A meri-
cin squadron in the offing of
this port, D. D, PORTER.

Porto Rico. ;

U.S Ship Peacock, March 11, 1823,
Your FExcerLexcy : Ihave the honor
' to acknowledge the receipt of your seve-
“pal favors of the 6th and 7th of this month.
L That which is in reply to theletter I
' had the honor-to_address you on the 4th
|is perfectly satisfactory in all its details,
and the promptness with which you have
‘been pleased to attend to it, as well asits
con‘ents, will no doubt be highly gratify-
ing to the government of the U.States. -
I know not how to touch on the melan-
choly subject of yeur other letters, with-
‘out giving vent to some of those feelings
" which operate at this moment owmy mind.
I shall endeavor however to treat it cool-
|1y and dispassionately, and hope by a few
facts to convince your excellency, that
'there was not the shadow of an excuse for
_interdicting the entrance of my squadron
|into the harbor ot St. Johns : That nothing
! can justify the order issued by your second

|l in command, to fire npon-any of the ves~

, and rhat the act of fir-
|ing was, to say the least of it, an act of
‘of the most unpardonable cruelty and

barbarity. )
It is p.inful to me to see that your Ex-

%

1 and to.throw the blame cn the comman~

' der of one of the Uuited States vessels

A statement in the Echo
by the same hand that
to me, is given to the
me object in view.—
| Your excellencv may haVe reasoned your-
| self into a belief of the correctness of the
inferences you have in both cases drawn
[ from the information given you, or both
| may have been considered as necessary
and properto prevent excitement ; but I
must be excused for saying to your excel-
that the charge is only an aggrava-
tiomr to the outrage which had already
| been committed. It was not the duty of

| then in port.
of the 8th, drawn
penned your letter

of the king’s lieutenant, or to leave the
duty unexecuted which I sent him to per-
form, to communicate to me the hostile
intentions gf a subaltern, which, had they
been fully explained to him, he never
could have believed hewould have dared
to have carried into effect ; but they ne-
1 ver were explained, and no such conver-
sation took place between the king’s lien-
tenant and the American officer, as Is re-
lated by your excelleficy. Your excel-
lency has been misinformed en the sub-
.ject, and had it been the - duty of the A-
merigan officer to have communicated to
.me the intentien to prevent my coming
| into port it would have been impractica-
ble for him to have executed it, as the
sea raged with such violence at the time,
| that no vessel or boat could’possiblyhave
i left the harbor. A ¢ P
Tt is not magnanimous in your excellen-
cy to resort tgsuch means to excuse the
w conduct”of those under your.com-
nd. Sy 1

The officer you would implicate was
the bearer of a despatch from me to your
| excellency, apprising you of the benevo.
lent intentions of my ggvernm'mt in fitting
oat the squadron I have the honof to
command: ¥ LITENE T |

"He had been two days in your port and
was possessed of a copy of my letter to
! had been seen by your second
1n command at ti:e moment of his pre-
: senting himselfto him, which was on the
‘day of his arrival.  And if any doubts ex-

ue toan ho-|

that officer to move at the beck and call|

:

a

/isted @s to his character, or the character |

she Been so disposed, or had she under-
«tood what was intended by the firing—
But let me ask your excellency, who for
 an dnstant could have supposed thata
small schooner of scareely: forty tons bur-
then, mounting -ohly three guns, with a
complement of twenty-five ‘officers and
men, would have oceasioned apy alarm to
the city of St. John's, surrounded as it is
by fortresses rendered as impn T\dble
natare and the art of man can make them

Was it not more natural to belleve thak
the firing was intended to compel her, to
appreach ? and even if the intention was
not complied with, ought not (her.. le
condition ta have claimed fromy those in
your fortress some mercy? But no! the.

commapnder was compelled to anchor be-
tween the forts, whefe a tremendous sea
was runming which jeopardized the lives

boat on shore, Where the young midship~
man who commanded her, was imsalted
by having a heavy gun pointed into the

he atter tedtiu'iove from his position ¢
he wasifhen taken asa criminal and plac-
ed under guard, - ¥ M >

These are facts, your excellengy, and’
incontrovertible ones. Let me ask ‘your
excellency what better proofs you have
of the character of my squadron now,

cate! What further examination has been
‘made, that the authorities of Forto Rico
are better satisfied of our being A meri-
cans now, than they wete beforeg Wone. |

I repedt it that the ¢characie of my
squadron was well kaown in St. Johus ;
even in this obscure place I found Ameri-
#an newspapers conteining all the details
respecting it, and at St. ‘Fhomas’s 1 saw
persons girect from St. Jehus, who nform-
ed me that its equipment and object was
well known thers, There has in f.ct
been a degree of publicity givén to the
expedition, and an interést felt in it, that
have been rarely equalled. :

“The " whole of the civilized world was
interested in its success—J' is vdin then
to say, that we were taken for lawless
invaders, and it is unjust to endeavor to
stain the charfcter of my country by a
charge of frequency of hostile expeditigns.
against the Spanigh possessions, or offer
them as an excuse for the conduct of the
offender. But menescape sometimes the
yigilance of the most rigid authorjies,’
and no govérnment deserves reproach.
when it does its utmost to detect and bring
them to punishment. -

I find your coasts
my arvival here. Ifind rein ments
daily coming in, as I am informed by your
order to protect the inhabitants ‘from my.
resentments. I have found eveéry precau-
‘tion taken to keep meé in profound igno-
rance of the lamentable oocyrrénte ; but
these things were allin vam. [saw the.
insult oﬂ'e‘re'gﬂto the flag of my couniry—
I have satisfied your military nan=
ders that their force is de-picablé when
compared to that at my disposal, and I
have €onvinced the inhabitants, that al-
though they are at. my mw. they ‘will,
not be made answegable ‘the 'oeéﬁncu"
ofan indivaidual. . © ¢ o 7 e
It is not then hecoming to the charac-,

fuge in order to divert the odium of the,

1 act from one officer to attach blame to

another =i ¢, Vi § <l W5

T will furthier ask, why a rigoar should
be exercised towar g vessels boaring the,
American flag, that was not extended
to the British sqa.dron or tothe French.
frigate which urfived subsequent to the.
attack on Licut. €om’dt: Cocke? ~In the.

to fire at, in the other there were vessels
Of f()l’ce. .-H."' . b ¢ ‘ “, ¥ 3:‘ ‘
~ Had he fallen in'battle and by the hand,
of 2 declared enemy, we shouldhave been.
recdnciled to his fate by the proud satis-:
faction that he died in the _ €
of bis duty to his copntry ; bt to be thus:
cruelly torn from us, and by she hand of
a dastird whose aim was the ‘more sure.
from a confidenck it hus own_ safety, and
the defenceless condition‘vt his object, ad«
mits of no consolation, {0 SR 1
Your exceliency in Conversation with.
the officer you wish 1o unplicate, advert:

I d & 3 '
e et
T

4

K

vessel after the death of her lamented . -

boat, and threatened with destruction if

than was produced on the firyt day of the "
arrival of the officer you. wish to impli- .

lined with troops since.

ter of your excellency, to résort to subtery .

one tase there was-only a suvall schoonef;
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