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MR. WEBSTER’'S

As soon as the immense cheering snd acclama-
tions with which the toasgt in compliment to
Mu. WeasTen, at the New-York Dinner, had
subsided, that gentleman rose and addressed
the Company as follows := |

1 owe the hionor of this occasion, gentiemen,
to your patriotic and sficctionate attnchment to
the Canstitution of-the Coumry. For an effort,
well intended, bowever otlierwise of unpretend-
ing character, made in 1-hu discharge .F yu_blac
duty and designed to-maintain the Constituion,
and vindicate its just powers, you have been
pleased to tender me this token of your res-
pect. Tt would be idle affectation to (!cn_\',
that it gives me singul.r, gratification. Every
public man must nyturally desire the apptoba-
tion of his fellow citizens ; and 1hopgil it may
be supposed that T should be, anxious, in the
fizst place, not to disappoint the expectations qf
thuse whose immediate llepresentative I am, it
i3 not possible that 1 should not feel, nevertlie-
Jess, the high value of' such x mark of esteem ns
is here offered.  But, gentlemen, 1am conscious
that the muin purpose of this occasion is higher
tt an mere manifestation of personal regard. It
i3 tn evince your attachment to the Consitution,
and your just ulurm, at whatever threatens to
weaken its proper authornity, ar endunger its
existence. _ )

Gentlemen, this ceuld hardly be otherwise.—
It would be strange, indeed, if the members of
tliis vast commereial commuunity shiould not be
first and foremost to rally for the Constitution,
whenever opinions and doctrines are advanced,
ho.tile to its principles. Where, louder than
Lere, may we expect a patriotic voice to be

" raised, when the Union of the Stutes is threat-
ened 7 1o this grext Commerciul Emporium, at
this central point of the united commerce of the
United States, of all places we may expect the
warmest, the most determined, and universal
feeling of attachment to the National Constitu-
tion. Gentlemen, no one can estimate more
highly than I do, the natural sdvantages of your
caly. Noone entertains a higher opinion than
myself, also, of that spirit of wise and liberal

policy, which has actuated the -government of

the State in the accomplishment of high ebjects,
important to the growih and prosperity buth of
tiie Stute and the City = Bnt all these locul ad-
vantages, and all this enlightened state policy
could never have made your City what it now
i+, without the aid and protection of a General
Government, exteading over all the States, and
establishing, for all, « common and uniform &ys.
tém of commercial regulation.  Without nution-
al chur:cter, without public credit, without sys
tematic finunce, without unifomnity of commer-
cial laws, aTl other advantages possessed by this
eity, would buve decayed, and perished, li'!;P
unripe fruit. A General Goverrment was, for
y+ -7s before it was instituted, the great object
of desire to the inhabitaits of this city. New-
York wus conscious of her local advantages for

commerce—she saw her desiiny, and was t‘fij»:""J

10 emmbrace it ; but notuing else thun a Geueral
Government couid muke {ree lier path befure
lier, und set her furanrd on her cureer. She
early saw ail this, and to the sceomplishiiment of
this great and indispeusable ol ject, she bentup
every faculty, und exerted every ellort, She
was not mistaken. She formed no false judg-
rrent, At the moment of the adoption of the
Constitution, New-York was the capital of one
Siate, and contained thirty tuu or three thoy.
send people. 1t now contains more than two
Dundred thousand people, and is jusily regurd.
ed as the Commercial Capital, not only of al!
the Umted States, but of the whole Continent
also, fiom the Pole to thé South Sea. Ewery
page of lier history, for the list forty yeurs,
beurs high and irreristible testimony to the ben-
elits und tlessings of the General Government.
Her sstonishing growth is reterred to, and quot-
cl, ull the world over, as one® of the most strik-
sng prouts of the « flects of our Federal tnian.
To suppose her now to be eusy and; indifferent,
when notions are advanced wending to its dissa-
lution, would be to suppose her cqually forget.
ial of the past, and blind to the present, aiike
iznorant of her own history, and her own inter-
¢st, metamorphosed, §ram all that she has been,
tnto a being, tired of its prosperity, sick of its
own growth and greatness, and infutuwted for
its own destruction.  Lvery blow aimed at the
Union of the Stutes sirikcs on the tenderest
nepve of herinterst and her happiness. To
bring the Union into debute, s to bring her own
fiture prosperity into debate also. To speuk
of arrésting the luws of the Union, of interpos-
ing Stute power in matters of Commerce snd
Revenue, of weakening the full and and just wu.
torily of the Generid Giwernment, would be,
wregard to this City, but another mile of
bpt-.tk;ng of comurzrcml  ruin, of abandonsad
Wlarves, of vacated houses, of diminished und
dh‘js-:r.{mg population, of bankrujt merchants,
of inszhanics without employ ment, and Liborers
Without bread. ‘The growth of this City, and
the Constitution of the Uaited States, are coe-
vils and cotemporaries. They hbesan together,
they have Aourished together, anl if rashness

and folly destroy oue, the other will follow it to
the tomn,

(:“‘."!Etm'-‘r‘. it istrue, indsed, that the'growth
scity iy extrane iy, and almost u.exam-
Pled. Ui now, [ believe, sixteen or sevenicen
?'E.tnl'a since I first saw it.  Within that “é’bmp;r—
':.u.v_e’y““"'” period, 1t has added to its pumber
hrlh:' L”‘r‘“ the whole ainvunt of its population
'l'-.;.u-‘..-:.i ; .1: Constitution  was ud_uptcd. ({f all
2| \T-t. ‘l'.n-m_L: pouwer Lo clicck this pro!pcrlt?'. of
'---i.,,‘.; -l.‘,‘ p.'lrn! 10 bhght aad 'bla‘st it, of all
Wiy CHole of compeliing this city to recede

ey 4 slie has U.l'l'.l.i]l‘:(;d. a disturoed Gaveris

¥yt

wtemestlad public watiung, a broken

of

i 2
or a weakened Union of the States, wouldl be;
sovereign. This would be cause éfﬁ#ientl
enough. Every thing else, in the common| f:nr-
tunes of communities, she may hope to risist,
or te prevent. Thaf would be fatal as the ar-
row ol death. '8

Geuntlemen, vou hsve personal recolleétions
and associutions, connected with the ¢stublish-
ment and sdoption of the Constitution, which
are necessurily called up on an ocecssion like
this. It is impossible to forget the prominent
agency which eminent civizens of your ow1! ful-
filled, in regard to that grext measure. They
are now recorded among the illustrious dead
but they have left iames never to be forgolten,
and never to be remembered without respect
«nd veneration. [east of all, can they be? for.
gotten by you, when assembled here for the
purpose of signifving your attachment to: the
Constitution, and your sense of its inestimable
importance to the happiness of the people,

1 shouid do violence to my own feelings, .gen-
tlemen : I think I should offend yours, if I bmir-
ted respectiul mention of great names, yet ?‘resh
in your recollections. How can I stand hee, to
spexrk of the Constitution of the United Siates,
of the wisdam of ita provisions, of the _(llﬁ_cul-
ties attending its adoption, of the evils from
whieh it rescued the country, and of the pros.
perity snd power to which it has raised it, and
yet pay no tribute to those who were highly in.
strumental in accomplishing the work 7 While
we are here, to rejoice that it yet stands:firm
and strong ; while we concratnlate one another
that we live under its influence, and cherish
hopes of its long duration, we cannot forget who
they were that, in the day of our national wmfan-
¢y, in the timed of despondency and _des;pmr,
mainly assisted to work out our deliverance. |
should feel that I disregarded the strong recol-
lections which the ocession presses upon us,
that 1 was not true to gratitude, not trae to pa-
triotism, not true to the living ur the dead, not
true to yvour feelings or my own, if 1 should for:
beur to make mention of Alexander Hamilton.

Coming from the military service of the eoun
try, yet a youth, but with knowledge and ma-
turity, even in civil affairs, tar beyond his ycurs,
he made this city the place of hisadoption 3 and
he gave the whole powers of his mind td the
contempletion of the weak, and distructed con.
dition of the country. Daily increasing in sc-
quaintance and confidence with the people of
this city, he saw, what they ulso suw, the abso-
lute n-cessity of some ¢loser bond of Union for
the States. This was 1he great object of desire.
—He never appears to huve lost sight of it} but
wus found in the lead, whenever any thing was
to be atlempted for its sccomplishment.  One
experiment sfter another, a- is well known, was
Aried, and ail failed.  The Stutes were urgently
called on to confer such further powers on the
old Congress a3 would tnable it 1o redeem the
public faith, or to ndopt themselves sume zene-
val and ceminon principle of commercial ragula.
tion. Bt the Siates bad not agreed, and were
nol Likely to spree.  In this posture of affuirs,
so Tull of public difficulty, and public disiress,
commissioners from five or six of the States met,
on the requ-st of Virginia, at Annspolis, in Sep-
tember, 1786. . The precise vbject of their ap-
pointment was, to take into consideration the
irade of the United States ; to examine the rel-
ative situstions and trade of the severul States ;
and to consider how far a wunitorm syst of
commerciul regulations was necessary toJtheir
common interest and permanent harmony.” Mr.
Hamilton w - one of these commissionersi anil
I have nnderstood, though I cannot assert the
tact, that their report was drawn by him. s
associate from this Sta'e wis the vendruble
Judge Benson, who has lived long, aud stili
lives, to see the happy results of the counsels
which orginated i tHis meeting. Of its nem-
bers, he wad Mr. Mad son are, I believe, the on-
ly survivurs.  These cominission: rs recomiend-
ed, what took plice the npext ysur, a general
Convention of all the States, to tuke into serious
dehiberation the conditicn of the country, and de-
vise such provisions as should render the 'Con-
stitution ot thie kederal Governmen: adequate to
the exipeucies of the Union. T aeed not remind
you, that of this Convention, Mr. Humiltorr wus
anactive and efficient member. The Cu@,‘t.lu-“
tion was framerd, snd submiitted to the® country.
And theu unother great work was 10 be under.
tuken. The Constitution vould naturally find,
and did find, enemies anl opposers.  Objritions
to it weve numerous, and powerful, amd spirited.
Tuey were 10 be answered : and they were ef.
feciually answered. The writers of the inum
| bers of the Federalist, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. M «li-
son, and Mr. Juy, so greatly distingitished &hem-
selves in their discussions of the €onstitition,
that thos: numbers sre generally received ay
important commentaries on the text, and Aaccu-
rate expositions, in general, of its nbjects and
purpeses.  Those papers were all wriiteq and
publi:hed in this eity.  Mr. Hamilten was elcct-
ed une of the distinguished delegation trom the
city, into the Stute Convention at Poughkeep-
si¢, called to ratdy the new Constitution. s
debates are published. Mr. Uuamilton agpesrs
tu have exeried, on this oceasion, 1o the utmiost,
every power and facully of his mind.

The whole question was likely to depend on
the decision of New York. He felt the fall im-
portance of the crissis ; and the reports of his
speechics, imperfeet as thiey probably are, are
yet lasting monuinents to his genius und patrio.
ism. e saw at last his hopes fulfilled : he saw
the Constitution adopted, and the governiment
under it, estublished and organized. The dis-
cerming eye of Washington immedia‘ely called
him to that post, infuutely the most importaut,
'n the administration of the new system. [l=
wiw made Secretary of the Treasury ; and liow
he fuliilled the duties of such a plice, at such a
time, the whole country perceived, with delight,
and the whole world suw, with admiration. (le
smote the rock of the nalional resources, and
abundant sireums of revenue gushed fortlt. e
touched the dead corpse of. the Public Eredit,
and it sprung upon its leet. The (‘:wh:cg birth
of Mincrva, from the brain of Jove, was hardly
more sudden, or more perfect, than the. finan-
cral system of the United States, burst forth from
the conceptions of Avkxavpen lianrurox.

Your recollections, gentlemen, your respect,
and your affections, ol conspire to bring bgfore
You, at such a time as this, unother great man,
now, too, numucered with the dead. 1 méan the
pure, the disinierested, the patriotic Jorx Jar.
His character is & brilliant Jewel in the sacred
treasures of nationul reputation. Leaving his
profession at an early period, yet not ‘before
he hud singularly distinguished himselt in ft,from
the commenceent of the revolution, liis whole
lite, until his final retirement, wasa hfe of pub-
lic service. A member of the first Congress, he
was the auhor of that political paper which is
gener.lly acknowledged to stand first among the
1ncuomparable productions of that body ; papers,
which called forth thut decisive struin of com-
mendation from the great Lord Chutham,in'which
e pronounced them not inferior to the finest
productions of the naster stutes of the warld.—
He had been ubroad, and he Ll «lso been long

correspondence at home. He had seen and
felt, in the fullest measure, and to the greatest
possible extent, the difficulty of couducting our
foreign affuirs honorably and nsefully, without a
stronger and more perfect Union at home.—
Though not a member of the Convention which
framed the Constitution, he was yet present
while it wasin session, and Tooked anxiou-ly for
its result. By the choice of this City, Lie had a
seatin the State Convention, and took an sctive
and z~alous part, for the adoption of the Con-
stiution  He was selected by Washington to
be the first Chief Justice of the United States ;
and surely, the high and mos! responsible duties
of that siarion, con!d not have been trusted to
abler or safer hands. It is the duty, une of
+qual importance and delicacy, of thut tribunal,
to decide constitutional questions, arising occa-
sionally on State laws. ‘Fhe general learning
and ab lity, and especially the prudence, the
wildness, and the firmness of his chu acter, em-
‘mently fitted Mr. Jay to be the heud of such a
Court.  When the spatless ermine of the Judi-
cial robe fell on Jouw Jav, it touched nothing
not as spotless us itself. These eminent men,
gentlemen, the cotemporaries of some of you,
known to most, and revered by all, were so con-
spicuous in the framing and adopting of the
Constitution, und called so early to important
stations uider it, that a tribute, better, inderd,
than I have given, or am able to give, seemed
due to them fram us.-There was yet another, of
whom mention is to be made, In the revoalution-
ary Wistorv of the conntry, the name of Cuav-
crLLumr LaviveyroN berume early prominent.
He was a niemnber of that Convress which de-
clarcd Independence ; and a member, oo, of
the Committee whicli drew  and reported the
immortal Decliration. At the perind of the
sdoption of the Constitution, he was its firm
fricnd and able advocite. He was « member of
the Stute Chnvention, being one of that L=t of
distinguished wnd gified men, who represented
th s City in that bo:ly ; and threw the whole
weirht of lis talents and irfluence nto the
doubitful seale of the Constitution.

Gentlermen, as ennnected with the Constitu-
tion, yuu have also local reculiections which
mast bind it siill elaser to vour atiachment and
aflectino. It commenced its being, and ifs bles
sings, here. It was in this City, in the midat of
friends, anxious, hopeful, and devoted, that the
new Government started in ity course. ¢ To us,
gentiemen, who are vounyger, it has come down
by truchition ; but some wround me are old ¢-
neugh to have witnessed, and did witness, the
interesting scene of the first inauguration. They
rememher what voices of gratfied patriotism,
whit shouts of enthusiustic hope, what uccla-
mations rent the sir—how many eycs were suf-
fused with teurs of joy—how cordially each man
pressed the hand of him who was next to bun,
when, stunding in the open air. in the centre of
the City, inthe view of assembled th wusands,
the first President was heard solemnly to pro-
nounce the words of his official oath, repeating
them from the lips of Chuncellor Livingsion,—
You the n thoughr, gentlemen, that the great
work of the revolution was accomplished.  You
then felt that vou had a Government—that the
United States were then, indeed, united.  Eve
Ty benignunt star seemed to shed its selectest
influence on th.t auspicious hour. Here were
heroes of the Revolution ;: here were sages ol
the Canvention ; liere were minds, disciplined

country, acting now in various relations, but ull
co-operativg Lo the xamie great end, the success-
ful adminiatration of \iye new and untried Con-
stitation.  And he—how shiail I speak of lum ?
hie wus at the head, who was wlvends Hest in war
—who was alrewdy first in the hearts of his conun-
trymen=—and who wus now shown, lse, by the
unanimonus suflrage of the country, tu be first
in liL‘.‘BCL?.

Gentlemen, how gloriously have the hopes,
then indulged, beea tuliiled!  Whose expecta-
tion wus then so songuine—I may slmost ask
wliose unagination then so exlm-vap,ani, as to
run forward and contemplate as probuble, the
one half of what has been accotnplished in forty
years? Who umong you can go back to 1759,
and see what this city, and this country too, then
were—and then beliolk! ng what tliey now are,

the United States shall now be wenkereu, nulli-
Sfued. or dishonored ?

Gentlemen, before T leave these pleasaat re-
codeetions, [ecl itan irresistible impulse of duty
to pay u tribute of respct to unother distinguish-
ed person, not, indecd, a lellow citizen of your
own, but associated with those I have alread,
mentioned, in important labours, and an early &
indefaigable fricnd and advocate in the prea
cause of the Constitution.  Gentlenien, 1 refer
to Mr. Madison. T am aware, Gentlomen that
tribute of regard from mie to him is of liitle tm.
portance 3 butifit shall receive your approbu-
tion-and sanction, it will become of value.  Mr.
Matlison, thanks to a Kind Providence, 1s Fer i-
monyg the living, and there is certzinly no other
individad Tiviog to whom the country 1s so tuch
indebted for the blessings of the Constitution. —
He was one of the Commissioners at Annapolis
n 1756, of the wecting of which I have already
spoken 5 a mecting which to the gret credit of

Virginia, had 118 origo in a procecding of thit

State. e was a member of the Convention of
1787, and of that of Vieginia the following year.
He was thus intimutely acquuinted with the
whole progress of the furination of the Constitu.
tion, from its very first step,to its final adoption.
If ever mun had the me s of understand.ng a
written instrument, M. Madison hus the mcans
of understanding the Constitution. 1t it be pos-
sible to kuow what was designed by it, he can
tell us. Tt was in this eity, that in conjunction
with Mr. Hunatiton wnd Mr. Juy, he wrote the
numbers ot the Federalis : and it was in this
city thut he commenced his brillisnt curcer, un-
der the new Coustitution, h wing been elected
into the House of Representatives of the first
Congresse.  The recorded votes and debates of
those times, show his acuve and cfficient agren-
Cy In every important messure of that Congress.
The necesary organization of the Government,
\he arrangemecut of the Depurtments,& especial-
ly the pursmuunt subject of revenue,ngugedlis
altention, & shared his lubors.  The legislative
history ot the first two or three years of the Gov-
erument i3 {uil of instruction. It presepts, in
striking light, the evils intended (0 Le remedied
by the Coustutution, and the provisions which
were decmed essential to the remedy of those
evils, 1t exhibits the country, in the moment of
s change,from u w cak & ill-defined confederacy
of States,intox general,eflicien t still restran-
ed and hmited Government. - shows the first
working of our peculiur system, moveéd, as then
wis,by inuster hands.

Gentlemen, for one, 1 confess, I like to dwe!l
on this part of our history. It is guod for us to
ve herc. It is good for us to study the situ ton
of Lthe country :t this period, to survey its dithi-
culty,to look at the conduct of its public men, to
see how they strugaled with obstacles, real &
iormidabie, and how gloriously they nrought the
country out of s state of depressionand distress.

mtrusted witl the diflisult duties of our foreign

Uruly, Geatlemen, these fuunders aad fayhzrs of

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 1831

and schooled 1 all the various fortunes of thel

c«n be ready to consent thut the Constitution of

the Constitution were great men, and thorougli-
ly furnished tor every good work. All that read-
ing and Jearning could do, all that talent and
intelligence could do, and what is perhups still
more—ull that long experience, in diificult 2nd
troubled tim- 8, and 4 deep and intimatc practical
knowledge of the condition of the country could
do, conspired to fit them for the great business
of forming » generul, but limited goverument,
emoricing conmon objects, extendug over all
the States, and yet touching the power of the
Stqlcs no farther than those common objects re-
quire. [ confess, T love to linger around these
original fouutains, and to drink deep of their
watels. 1 love toimbibe, in us full mousure us |
may, 1lie apirit of those who lad the foundaiions
of the government, & so wiscly & skilmily bal

anced & aajusted s bearings, and vroporions

Having been afterwards, for eight vears Secrc-
tary of State, and a§ king President, Mr. Madi-
son bas had an expefience in the aitairs of tie
Constitution, certainly second to no maw. More
than any other mun living, and perhups more
than any other man who has lived, his whole
public 'ife has been incorporated us it were,into
the Constituiion + inthe orviginul eonception and
project of attempting to form it, in its actual {iu-
ming, in explaining and recommending i, by
speaking und writing, in ussisting st the first or
wanizat:on of the Government under it, and in s«
long administration of its evecutive powers, in
those varius ways he hus lived near thie Constis
tution, snd with the power of imbibing its trye
spirit, and inhaling its very breath, from its first
pulsation of life. Aguin, therefore, T usk, if he
~wnnot tell us what the Constitution isy, and wiiat
‘W meins, who can? He had retived with the
respect and regurd of the commnunity, and might
nuturally be suppused not willing to interfere a-
Zain in matters of pelitical concern. He lias,
revertheless, not withhel ten his opmions on the
vital question discussed cn 11zt occusion, which
has causcd this mecting. e has stated, with
an accaracy almast pecalisr to himselt, and  so
stated, us, in my opivion, o place almost beyond
further coulreverss, the true doctrines of the
Constitntion.  He has stated, not nolions too
loose and irregular to be called even u theory—
ol idess struck out by the fecling of present
neanvemence ar suppased mal-adininistration—
not suggestions of expedicucy, or evasions of
fair and sirdight furward cunstruction,—but ele-
mentary principles, elear and sound Jistinctions,
and wmdispensable truths, [am sure, Gentlemen,
that I speak your sentiments us well xs my owan,
when 1 suy, that for making public so clesrly &
distinetly us he s done, hus wa opiniens on
thes: vital guestions of Constitntional 1. w, Mr.
Madison hiws founded « new and strong claim an
the gratitude of a grateful country. You wi'l
think with me, that at his advanced age, and in
the €njoy ment of gevneral respect and upprobs-
tion, tor a longr earcer of public services, it was
an azt of distingaished patriotism, when he saw
notionis promulgated and maintained, which he
deemed unsound and dangerous, not to hicsitate
to come forward, and to place the weight ot Lis
own opinion in what he deemed the right scale,
come what might. [ um sure, Gentemen, it
cannot be douhted,—1he munifestation is clear,
—that the country feels gratetully v.e force of
Lais new obligation.

Gentlemen, what I have 8.id of the benefits of
the Constitution to your city, myght be said, with
i€ chunge in every other part of the ¢ untry.
lts benefits are not exclusive.  What las it lefi
undone, which zny government could do, for the
whole country 7 In what conlition bas it pluced
ns ! Where do we now stanil 2 Are we clevis
ted or deraded by i1s operation ' Wit is our
condition under its inHuence, at the very moment
wheu some walk of urresting its power & break-
Mg ats unity ! Do we not feel ourseives on an
cmineiee? Do we not chullenge the respect of
€ whele world 2 What has pleced us tius
high 2 What hus given us this Just pride ?—
What else 15 it, Lut the unrestrained and frec o-
peration of  that saine #ederal Constitution,
which it has been proposed now to hamper, and
manygcie, amnd nullifsy 2 W hois there AMONg U-
that'siicnld find himselt on any sp 1 of the carih
where human bemgs exist, and where the oxis-
renice of orther nations is kKaown, that wouid not
he proud L sav, T am an Ameriean ? T am » coun.
trvinan of Washingion 1 am a citizen ¢i that
Repubtic, which, alihough it has suddenly
spiang tip, yet there ure none on the globe who
have e s to hear and have not heard of it—who
have €ycvs 1o sce and hiave not read of it—whao
know any thing, «anl y -t do not know of its -x-
istence and its glory 2—And, Gentiemen, let
me how reverse the Picture. Lot me .sk, who
is there amoag us it he were to b found to-mor-
tow an onc of the civilized countries ot Europe,

and were there to lcarn that thiy goodly torm of

governme nt had been overthivow n—tha! the Uni
ted States were no lovger united—that » dearh-
blow had been struck upon their boud uf Union
—thuat they themseves had destroyed their cliel
s ood ard thewr chief honor,—wh » 15 there, whose
heart would notsink witiin him?  Who is there
who weuld not cover his fuce for very shame ?

At this very moment, gentlemen, our country
15 a general retuge for the distressed and the
perscented of other nations. W heeveris in af-
fliction from political occurrences in hic gwn
country, looks here for shelter. Whether he
be Republicun, flying from the oppression of
thrones—or whether he be Monirch or Monar-
chist, flying from thrones that crumble and fall
under or aroud him—he feels equil assuranc-,
that ifhe get fuot-hold on our soil, his perseon is
safe, and jus rights will be respected.

And wuo will venture to say, that in any Go-
vernment, now existing in the world, there is
greater secus ity for persons or property than in
the United Stutes 7 We have tried these popu.
lar institutions in times of great excitement aud
commution ; they have stood “substantially firm
and steady, while the fountains of the great
political deep huve been elsewbere broken up ;
while thrones, resting on ages of prescription,
have tottered and fullen ; and while, in other
countries, the earthquake of unrestrained popu-
lar commotion has swullowed up sll law, and uli
liberty, and all right together. Our Govern-
ment has been trnied in peuce, and it has been
ined in war; and has proyved itselt fit for bath.
It Lus been assailed from without, and success-
fully resisted the siock 5 it has been disiurbed
within, and hus effcetually quicted the disturb-
ance, It cun stand trinl—it can stand assuult—t
canstund adversity—it can stund every thing,
but the marrmg of its own beauty, and the wes-
kening of its own strengih. It can stand every
thing, but the effects of odr own rachness, & our
own folly. It can stund every thiug, but disor-
ganication, disuuion, and nuliification.

"1t i3 a swriking tact, and as true as it is striking,
that at this very moment, amony =l the princi-
pul civilized States of the world, thar Govern.
ment is most secare aguinst the dngerof popu-
lar commotion, which isitself entirely popular.
It scems, indecd, that the subdission ot cvery
tuing to the public will, under Constitutiona!
restraints, imposed by the people themscives,
furnshes, nscif, secarity that that will, wili de-
sire nothing wrong.

Certan it is tha popnles Constitutionn! Li

tain itis, that in these times of so much popular
knowledge, and so much popular activity, these
Governnients which do not dmit the People tu
purtake in their administration, but koep the
People under and beneath, sit on materials for
an explosion, which may ake place at s#ny oy
ment, and blow them into a thousand atones,

berly, as we enjoy it, appears, in the present
state of the world, as sure and stable a bu~is for .
Government to rest upon, a3 sny Goiverament ol

enlightened States cun tind, or does find, Ger=ithisis the [uw of the land. Ti

Gentlemen, let any mun whe would degrade
and enfeeble the National Constitution—Ilet any
man who would nullify its Luows, ‘
tell us what he would wish, What does he pro- |
pese ? Whatever he may be, and whutever sub-|
stitute he may hold fortll, 1 «m sure the people
of this country will decline his kind interfere neey
and hold on to the Constitution which they pos-
s-58. Any one wlio would willingly destroy it,
1 rejoice to know would be lookad wupon with
ubhorvence. It is deeply entieuched in the re
gards of the People, Doubtless, it muy be nip
dermined by artful and long continued hesttity ;
ft muy be imperceptibly weakened by seciet at-
tack ; it muy be ins'dicusly shoin of its powers
by slow dugrees ; the public vigilarce may be
halled, and wien it awakes, it may find the Con-
stitttion frittered away . In these I'Lm:dcs, or seme
of them, it is possible that the Union of the
States mzy be dissolved, DBut if the general at-

stand forth ani) i

tention of the people be kept aliv —if they sec |
the intended mischief before it is ¢fivered, they
will effcetrinlly prevent it by theirown savereign
power. They will interpose themselves Le. |
tween the meditated blow and the object ot |
their regard and xttachment. Gentlemen, next
tu the controlling aathority of the People them-
selves, the preservation of the Government is
mainly committed to those who adwinister jt.—
It conducted in wisdom, it cannot but stand
strong.  Its genuine original spirit is a patriotic,
liberal, a generous spirit—a spirt of concilintion,
of moderation, of candor, and charity 3 a spiri
of iriendship, and not a spirit of hosfility wath
the Siates; a spirit, eareful not to exceed, and!
equuily careful not to relinquish, its just pow- !
ers. Wlhile no interest cun or ought to feel it-
self shut out from the benefits of the Constituti-
on, none siiould consider those bencfits as ex-
ciusively itsown.  ‘The interests of al} must be
connected, and reconciled, and provided tory us
far &3 possible, that ail msy perceive the bene-
fits of wu united Government.

Among other things we are to remember, that
since (he adoption of the Constitution, new Stutes
lwve erisen, possessing slready un immense po-
pulation, spreading wnd thickening over vas!
rogions, which were a wilderness when the Con-
stitution wys adoptedd. Those Stutes are uot,
ke New-York, directly connected withh mari-
time comunerce.  They ure entirely agricultural,
and need markets for ¢ snsumption, and access
to those murkets.  Itis the duty of the Govern-
ment to bring the interests uf these new States
into the Union, and izcorporate them closely
the family compact.  Gentlemen, it is not im-
practicable to reconcile these v sous interests,
and so te wdminister the Government as (o muke
itusetal 10 alle 1 Was never essier to admims
ter the Government thau it is now. We are
beset with none, or but few, of its original &%
ficaliies ; and it is a time of greal generd pros-
perity and Liuppiness. Shull we acdmit vurselves
icoinpeteat to carry on the Government, so as
to be saticfactory to the whole country 7 Shail we
admit that Uare has so little descended to us of
the wisdom und prudence of our futhers # IF th.-
Government could be adminjstered in Washin r-
ton’s time, when it wus yet new, when the courntry
was heavily in debt, when foreign relations wer ¢
threateniog; & wher Indian wars pressed on the
frontiers, can it uot be administered now 7 Let
us not acknowledyge ourselves so unegual to out
duties. 4

Gentlemen, on the occasion referred to, it
becauie necessary to consider the judicixl noyw-
er, wminlita proper furctinns under the €. 9-
tution. n every free and balanced government,
this is 8 most essentisl and imaportant pPoWeT. —
Indeed I think it is a retwui k of Mr. Hume, thit
the administration of justice s2ems to ve the
leading objeet of institutions of government :
that Legisitures wssemble, thut urmies sre cm-
bodied. that both war and peusde are made, with
a sort of ultimate refrence to the proper adini-
misteation of Laws, wod the judiecial protection of
Lrivate rights.  The juficial power comes home
to every man.  Ifthe Legislature passes incor-
rect or unjust general luws, its members hesr
the cvil as wellus others. But judic.ture acts on {
individuals It touches every private right, eves |
'Y prvale interest, and almost every privite
feeling.,  Woat we poszess is hardly” it to be
catled our own, unless we feel secure in its pos-
session 3 and this security, this fieeling of per-
tect sutety, eannot exist under a wicked, or even
under a wesk and igoorant adminisivation of
the laws.  There is ro happiness, there is no
liberty, there is no enjovment.of life, unless a
man can say when he rises in the morning—I
shall be subject to'the decision of no unjust
Judge to-day.

But, gentlemen, the Judicial Department, un-
der the Constitution of the United States, pos
sesses still higher duties. 1t is tiue thar it may
be called on, .nd is oceasion<Ny called on, to
decide questions, wheeh are, iu one sene, of
political nature. The Geners] and Stale Gos-
ernments, both esablishe:! by the People, are
estublished tor different purposes, and with dif-
ferent powers.  Between those powers gues-
ticus may arise, and who shall' decide them ?
Somne provision for this end is absoluiely ne
cessaty.  What shall it be? This was tho
question befure the Convention ; and various
schemes were suggested. It was furesecn,
that the States might inadvertently pass laws.
inconsistent with the Counstitution of the United
Siatles, or with acts of Congress. At least, laws
might be passed, which would be charged winly
such inconsistency.  How shouid these questi-
ous be disposed of ! Where shull the power of
judging, in cuscs of allcged interference, be
iodged 7 One suggestion, in the Convention,
was 10 muke itan executive power, and to ludgre
it in the hands of the President, by requiring all
State laws to be submitted to him, that he might
negative such as he thought appeared repugnant
tu the general constitution. This idea, perhaps,
may Yave bren borrcwed from the power exer-
cised by the crown,over the luws of the colonies.
{t would evidently hisve been not on'y aninconve-
wient & troublesome [.roceeding, but dangeruus,
alsoyio tie puwers of the State=. It was not press.
¢d. It was thouzint wiser & safer,on'the whole, to
require State Legishutures and State Jwdges to
take an oath to support the Constitution of the
Umted States, and then leave the States ut li-
perty 1o pass whatever laws they pleased ; and
if interference, in poiuts ot fact, should arise,
to refer the question to judicial decision. To
this end the jn-ticml power, under the Constitu.
tion of the United Stateq, was made co-extensive
with the legislative power. It was extended (o
all cases arsing under the Constitution and the
laws of Congress.  T'he Judiciary becsme thus

possessed of (he anthority of deciding, in the
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Geuntlemen, this i the aotual Constitutiofw

! iere may be those,
who think 1t unnecessiiy, or who would pre-
fer a ditferent mode of deciding such qiiestions.
But this is (e established mode, and till it ba
#ltered, vhe Courts cun vo more deciine theip
Guty, on these ocensions, thun on other 0CcCuse
ons.” Rut, gentlernen, can any rexsonable man
doubt the expedic »y of this provision, or sug.
#est a betier ? Isit not uhgolutely essentizl to

{th:e peuce of the eountry, that th.s power should

exst somewhere 2 Where cun it OXIsT, belter
than where it nuw does exist ? The national jiue

ld:cury is the common tribunal of the whols

couatry.  Itis organiz.d by the common auihom
ri'y, and its places filled By the common acent,
This is the [.lin aud practical nrovision. [t was
framed by no bunglers, nor by any wild thee.
1315 FAnd who can say that it hus failed * Who
can find substantied fault with i upeiation, o
s rosults P 'The great question is, wheiher we
sh i nrovide tor 1he peucoable Jdecision ot ¢ g
of coll-ion ? Sha'l they be decided by lvw, or bv
firee f Siall the decisions be decisions of peac
ordecisions of wur ?

“On the veeasion referred to, the proposition
contended far was, that every Stsre, under cer.
L2in s NP used axigenci=s, nught decide for i -
selfy, wad get for ielf, and oppos - its own fore.
to the e£xcciion of the laws, By whut argrumen®

do you tinagrine, rentiemen, it 'w W, that such n .

proposition was maintuined ? 1 should cu!l i
metaphysieal, & suatle ; but those terms wouid
imply xt least ingenuity, and snme degree of
plxusibility ; -whereas ihe argument anpears to
me plain assumption, meie PEIVErse construce
tion of plain language, inthe body oi the Cane
stitution itseif.  As 1 understand “it, when put
forih in s revised and most authentic shape, it
18 this : that the Constitution provides that, any
amendments may be made to i, which shiall be
agreed to by three foarths of the Stues ; thepe
i, therefore, to be nothing inthe Constiiution
1o which three-feurths of the States have not
agrecd. Al this is true : but then comes his
inierence, viz. that when one State denies the
cunstitutionality of any law of Congress, she
miay arrest its'cxecution ag to herself, & kezn it
arresied, till the States cunall be consulted, by
their conventions, & three-fourtl:s of them <hall
huve decided thatthe law is constitutional. [n-
deed, the inferenee is still stranger than this ;
for State conventions have ne suhority to cons
strue the Constitution, thowgh they have authic-
tiy to umend it ; thercfore the argument must
prove, if it prove any thing, thut when ayy one
State denies that wny particuld® poweris incly.l-
ed in the Constitution, it i fo € considered ss
not included, and cannot be found there, til}
three-fiurths of the States agree to insertit. Jn
~hor', the resu't of the whole is, that though it
requires three fourths of the States to insert any
thing inte the Coustitution, yet any State can
strike any thing out of it.  For the power tm
strke outy and the power of deciding, without
appeal, upon the conatruction of what is alyene
dy in, are subsiantislly and practically the rame.

And, gentl men, what a spectacle should we
have exhibited, under the actusl operation of
notions hike tiwese ! JAt the very moment wheg
our Government was guoted, praised, a«nd come
mendod ull over tiie woild 5 when the fiiends of
Repubtican Liverty, every where, were gezing
«tit wath de lighty and were in perfect admiraiion
st the hurinomy of its movements, one Siyte
steps fortii, und by the power of nulificat.on,
nrvuks up the whole system, and scatiers the
brignt elain of the Union into as muny suudered
iinks as there ure sepurate Stutes ?

Seeing the true grownds of the Constitution
thus attacked, I raised my voice in its fuvor, I
must confess, with ro preparation or previous
iitenton. [ ean haodly say thatT embarked o
the con'est from a sense of duty. It was an -
stintuncous impulse of inclination, not a.c ing
vZriost duty, [trost, sat hardly waiting for s
21U Fesiions., 1 1Lt tg be a contes: for the in-
tegeity af the Constitiition ; and I was ready to
sLier it t, not thisking, or cariag, persoually,
ho v T mitht come out. p

Genticmen, I have true pleg.ire in saving,
that [ trust thie crisis {143, 10 sume WM AsUl &, pdsae
ed by. The doctrines of Nullification have re.
ceived a severe and stern rebuke from puhlic o=
pinion.  Fhe gencral reprobation of the country
nus neen cast upon them. Receat expressions of
tiie most numerons branch of the Nationul Leg-

|islature are decisive and imposing. Every where,

the generul toue of public feeling is for the Cona
sttution.  While much will be yield-d CyeTy
thing, simost, but the integrity of Uie Conslitus
tion, and the essential inteiesis of the Countr. 5
to the cuse of mutual harmony and mutasl eor..
ciliation, no pround can be granted, not an meh
tn» menace wnd bluster. Indeod mensce and
bluster, and the putting forih of daring uncou-
stitutions) doctrines, are st this very momen,
the chief obstucles to mutual barmony, wod g
tisfictory accommaodation. Men cannot we H e
son and confer,and take counsel 1og-1her, about
rhe discreet excrcise of a power, with those wiro
deny that any such power rghifully exints, and
whao threaten 10 blow up the whole Constinittion
if they casnot otherwise get rid of its npersiion.
[t is « muticr of sincere g ratification, gentlémen,
that the voice of this great Stat hus been »o

(cieur & stronyg, and her vore all ot TN OR N

on the mast wteresting of these vccusions,in tire
I of R-presentatives, Certainly such respect
to the Uion becomes N. Y. [t 1s consistent with
her ‘n-erests and her character. t S?Iigut':_l'i:;l
ly prosperous 3tate,~~which now is, & is likeiy
to continne to be, the greatestlink in the ciuin
of the Union—will cver be, it o be hojied,
tiie strongest link also.  The great S1ates which
lie in her neighborhioced azrece with her iully
i this matter.  Pewnsylvania, { believe, loy:d
to the Union 1o a man ; and Glio raises heg
voice like that of a lion,aguinst whatsoever threat-
ens disuniow and dismember.iont.  This harmo-
ny of sentiment 13 trwdy granifying. It is yot to
be puinsaid that the umion of opinion, in this
great contral mass of cur population, on this mus
mentous point of the Coustitution, auguis well
for our future prosperity and security,

I have said, gentlemen, what I verily believe
to he'frue ; jlList there is no danger to tire Uni-
o trom open & avowed attacks un its essential
principles.  Nothing is to be feured trom those
who will march up bold!y 1o their own Pronos-
tions, and tell us that they mean to annibiitge
pone.s exeici-ed by Congress.  But, certamly
there are dangeis to the Constitution, and we
ouglit not to shut our eyes to them. We kno
ihe importance of ufirm and imelligent Judici-
ary! But bow shall we scenee the continu o ew «
a firm aud it ligent Judiciary 7 Lentlemen,
the Judiciary i3 in the sppointment i he
Executjve power. It Connutl conlivue of re-
new itseif. lis vacsncies are to he filed in.
the ordinary modes of Exccuiive appuiniment.
If the time shall ever ceme, which tleavi
avert ! when men shall be pliced inthe s
preme tribonal of the countiy, who enterain
vmmons hostde t0 1the just powers of e
Constitwtivti, we shall then be v sred by wn evil
Qui case » il Le “pasg
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