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" DERMOT MAC MORROG

From the Boston Evening .G:izeue.

Mr. J. Q. Apams? Poem of ¢ Dernor
Mac Monrkoen, or Congurest.of Ireland,”
issues this duy from the press of Messrs.
Carter, Hendee & Co-

It is spparent from the dedication and
preface, that the writer’s obj: ct 13 to show
¢ what sort of ’hilosophy would be taught |

, by the example of Henry the Secord of)
B Ynsland, or of Dermot Mac Morrogh. king
' of Leinster, which resulted in the con-
¥ quest of Ireland by the English monarch.?
After quoting at full length from Hume’s
kistory what the historian says of the con-|
guest of Irelaud, of Dermot Mac Mor-
‘rogh and of Henry the Second, Mr. A.
concludes his preface as foilons:
¢ So. much for Hume’s philosophy,
teaching by the example of Henry the |
Second. 1f there be in the annals of the
human race, a transaction of deeper and;
wore melancholy depravity than the con-
quest of Ireland, by Henvy the Second,
it has not fallen under my notice. It
would seem as if it could not be -accom-l
plished but by a complication of the most
odiouscrimes, publicand private. Dermot
Mac Morrogh, for insupportable Iyrann)'l
over his subjects, aggravated by the vio- |
i latign of the most sacred of human ties, |
the seduction of another’s wife, is jusily]|
| _expelled from the kingdom. He immedi- |
& ately repairs to ¢¢the greatest prince of
his time, for wisdom, virtue and abilit-es,**:
and sells bis couiitry for the price of be--
ing restored by the foieign invader to his.
principality. The English King to cover
the basest of aggressivus with the mantle |
of religion, applies to Pope Adrian the:
Fourth, an Englishman, for authority .to
‘ravage Ireland with fire and sword under’
pretence of reforming the inhabitants and
o reduciog them to the orthodox faith of
) paying tribute to the Roman See. This
v authority Pope Adrian grants hitn with-'
out scruple,  You may read 1o Rapin the
brief itzelf.  And with this sacrilegious:

e o

ure on which Irveland is held as an appen-
dage to the sister island, at the present
day. "

History, I have said, should be the
school of morals.  When I first read this
part of Hume’s history, I was shocked at
the carcless indifference with which he
tells this tale of wickedness and wo 3 and
at the unqualified panegyric which he
passes upuu the character of Henry IT—
a great man, ne doubt, and ahero, but in
the estimate of philosophic virtue, as
mixed a character as has appeared on the
chequered scene of human affairs. The
history of the conquest of Ireland appear-
ed to me to be full of instruction, by an
exhibition of the actions and motives
which concurred to effect it.

But to bring these into proper relief it
was necessary that it should be told again.
‘The period, however, was remote ; the
history of Ireland had, by the subjugation
of that island, been merged in that of her
overshadowing neighbor and mistress,and
the conquest of a fand, at this day bear-
ing a population of seven
souls, had sunk into -a mere incident in
the annals of England, scarely known or
noticed by the general readers of history.
The characters,excepting that of the prin-
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*Tis stranze how often readers will indulge
Secrets ne’er dreamt of by the bard, divulge,
Satiric shafts from every line promulga, :

Nay sorintent his hidden thoughts to see,
Cry, if he paint a scoundrel—¢¢ That means me

?Tis human nature.

Sung how Eneas from the Trojan blaze
Yet, scrupled not, with vilest arts to raise

Debauch’d her, lefther, *whelm’d wita scorn and

abuse of religion, Henry, reeking with
_ ' the blood of Becket and Dermot,the ruffi-'
B an builder of monasteries, achieves the’
4l conquest of Ireland,.in vassalage to the'
gz crown of England.  And this is the ten-|

isithions of

principled ambition, and religious 1m-
posture.” .

The storv, as extracted from Hume; 13
versified in four cantos, called with refe-
rence to the adventures and country of
the hero,—the Elopement s the Expul-
sion 3. the Restoration ; the Conquest;
a division that gives the narrative greater
distinctness. The Spencer stanza is a-
dopted throughout, and the wversification
is easy. From an historical tale uf the
twelfth century, the solé objuct appears
10 be toillustrate and enforce a moral les-
son 3 this is plain frowm the preface 5 and
the commencement of the poem precludes
other construction.
“I sini; of D rmot, Erin's early pride §

The pious patriot of the Emerald strand
The first delivercr for a stolen bride

Who sold to Albion’s king his native land.
But—countrymen of mine, let woe betide .

The man who thinks of ought but what’s in

hand-
What 1 shall tell you, happen’d, you must know,
Beyond the seas, six hundred years ago.

Their wits, 2 mystic meaning to discover 3
And where he shootsa duck will find a plover:

Detecta tyrant, when he draws a lover :

1|
{

Tn old Roman d=ays, N
When that sweet Mantuan minstrel tuned lns'--.I
lyre ;

-

On his broad shoulders bore away his sire ;
In Tyrian Dido’s veins unhallow’d fire :

shame,
By self combustion to redeem her fame.

The Roman delvers stpaight began to pry
Into the courtier minstrel’s full-intent :
Troy’s fall, Rome’s rise, they ken’d with halfan]

eye -
Wis t;nt the outward mask of what he meant :
His patron prince with oil of fools to ply,
They soon discovered was the poet’s bent :

The good Eneas was a wisp of straw ; -
Augustus Cazsar was the mun they saw.

i
{

And so for sixteen hundred years and more
That wily knave for Virgil’s hero pass’d ;
Il Father Hardonin versed in classic lore,
10 find another clue about him cast : {
And, wont in legendury lies to pore,

He delv’d, and delv'd, and delv’d, and found

at lust,

That Virgil’s ZEncid was a monkish tale,
In verse, our Saviour’s passion to unveil.

Ti

Poor Saglinac! how hard a fate was thine ¢
Thy pupil, heir apparent to a throne,
10u drew’st the moral gem from Ifomer’s mine, |
And mad’st the Greciun muscs all thy ow

Tl

To teach him wisdom with a voice divine : I

This was thy noble purpose, this alone :
But when thou paintedst court and courtesan,
They said ’twas Louis and his Montespan.

Against all this, T entér mv protest :

Dermot Mac Morrogh shows my hero’s fuce 3
Nor will I, or in earnest or in-jest,

Permit another to usurp his place ;
And give me leave to say thatl know best

My own intentions in the lines I trare ;
Let no man thercfore druw aside the screeny
And say ’tis any other that T mean.”

The Pope’s interference in this iniqui-
tous busiress, calls forth an apt apostro-’
phe to Religion :

§

Divine Religion! bliss of man below,
Thou link of union between earth and*skies ;
Nurse of our virtue, solace of our wo ;
Lore of the learned, wisdom of the wise. ‘
Thou from whose fountain, streams perennial |
flow, ,
Of prayer sincere, and praise and penance rise. |
Oh! how canst thou behold such deerds of shame, |
Such exjmes accurst, cominitted in thy name |

|

The lines on ¢ Justice’ are a fit com- |
panion picce for those on Religion : |
¢ And if there be a Ruler of the skies,

Justice, eternal justice is his law—

And whatsoe’er of Justice earth denies,

Angrelic hands in heaven shall mend the flaw. |
Rise then, on Hope’s seraphic pinions rise ! \
¥rom world’s beyond the grave, thy comfort,

draw :

And deem the wrongs that virtue here sustains,
Proofs that on high « Gud of justice reigns.

'
]

For a selectien of a hero not honest,
the writer thus apologizes :

* Among the critics it has been of vore, A
A qucstion whether, when he forms his plamny {

An epic poet must, to say’ no more,
Take for his hero a right henest man,

But 1 for my part hold the rit'e a hore §
"T'were well to make him honest if you can -

Into another question it must fall ;

Where such a hero can be found st all.

¢¢ Heroes are much the same (so Pope avcrs, )
From Macedonia’s madman to the Sw.de.”
Bat this again, another question stirs ; |
If after ages have improved the breed ! '.
‘And to my memory oniy one occurs | \
Adapted to disturb the poet’s creed.

Whi so
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TO LIVE LIKE RROTTERS.”

choose,
Ta low

stews,

Auvd merey, fitted for the tiger's den s
These are your heroes of the last disclosure
Who blood and slaughter sec with due compo-

SUICs

Bwe to the bone—-with

L ckrcumstance that Waxford was

*Off Albion’s conquest the first destin’d prey,’
i+ ity brought into view in conurxivn
with the fact of this town’s zloriovs prown-
nencefin the late struggles for Irish -

et dence 11—

I

fsell possessed.
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] 1 HILON S 4 never cnding passion.

wel richer than the ruby’s price

Uperial fire, impenetrable ice :
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1A,
Toame

Faenoudl
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long ;

“ar, ol ! if ever on the roll of Time

Since man has on thus blessed plunet dwelt,

A soul existed saturate with crime,

U3 the deep curse of after ages felt 5
Yours yas his country, Erin was his chme ;

Nor yvet has justice with his name been dealt,
alas! is weak, and cannot ssng—
Louch, touch yourselves the never-dying string.

The attempt is at a hisiory in verse.—
It of course blends fiction .ud fact.
fcuon 18 confined to persons and things
taturally incidental, and in these inven-

Ay .'oicit,

ton is indulged to aldvantage.

i» lined with the diguity of Childe Ha-
ofd aud the freedoiny but not the licen-

wusuess, of pencil that invigorates Doa
It combines gravity and wit—
But the histo-
v is pechaps guilty ol un unnecessary fi-
j 4 t:li[’-

v d(lt.
arniug piety aud tasie.

. companion, foilowed in this res-
wet the  forbearing gallantry of the

sacheivs lustorian, would he not have
lone v e *to please the ladies P
gl ond uthers ave authoriry for the fact:
wat lor what purpose of history or poetry
he statewent of it necessary ?
fignaton 1s better excited without if. It
s 4 littng recreation for hands that *have
wayed! the rod ol ewpire,” to rouse to

Yas

ndignaftion « the living lyre.?

juest of Ireland may be u befitting theme.
Jut tef be «shocked” at an *oognahified

A-ings. ?

Does

Need take no thought, your subjects when you

fur heroes amongr honest men ; -
Stout hétuts, fierce pagsions, lust to shame the

B it e’en firom these, the moral maxim drawv—
Strip ofl’ their.luurels and expose their livés :
Boud by no tie of Liberty or law,
I :lse to their country—traitors to their wives :
Strin to the skin, and hold them not in awe—
lancets aad with

knives :
A tc;{(ﬁw the world, from Nimrod down to Nero,
of skeleton can inake a hero.’

“ st fenit of Erin’s servitude acenrst

Lo now to hail her frecdom, too the first.””
" Fling away ambition,”" is goud ad

f in Wolsey, referring to the ambition
Yet that there is an
itionn which deserves to be chedished,
commencement of the fourth cauto

+ \frerTioN (saith a sage who fir had kenn'd
ifro the wily windings of the heart,)

vtion when she seeks u certain end,

(Receives herself with hypociitic art :

L end obtain’d, her jurposces to beud
CcOmes & imeans, another end to sturt.

wof the plumeless biped is the fusiuon =

jhit on therefore, virtue is, or vice ;
in’d by the object of the man’s pursait 3

i

Bohun Upas, bearing deadly fruit.

‘e good supreme ; of every ill the root :
ruardian angel, leading to the skies—
lemon, with the wora that never dies.

| tach ndbt your chil lren then to shun ambition ;
euch the Haine that must forever burn;
he days of infancy, their vision

Vo dedds of virtue and of glory turn :

eir mortal brother, the condition

d, improve, and elevate, to learn.

the means they ever shall employ,

Will puint to endle-s bliss, and boundless joy.”

Tne Woe-o, of upwards of 2000 lines,

2l herer I hang my harp upon the willow ;
And will mo longer iniportune the Muse ;
+ woo her nightly visits to my pillow ;
or mope implore her favor or abuse.
B .vesapsof Knn, o'er the Atantic billow !
iTid harp is yours! will you to hear refuse ?
T ke, take it buck—yoursclves the strain pro-

Asd give your Dermot’s name to deathless song.

‘That Dovergida **was a willing
apuve,” Huwe omits to mention.
'3 American successor, with Burke for

..meg_jz ic upon Heury the Second,” is to
e sideked ar what Huwme, Doctor Lin-
gatds #nd” Edmund Burke, in their re-
specuve histyries (not to name other Ins-
toriang of Eagland,) substantially concur
Whom Wood.: son calls
“Gu  of our best princes,” Hume describes
as - almost without a blewmish,? and de-
siznat¢s as ¢the greatest prince of his
tine for wisdom, virtue and abilities.?
‘whom Burke denominates ¢the greatest of
Yet. has Ilume’s panegyric no
he paiut

The

Tl.e yerse

il

[4!“'

l.’l'

The con-

without

481831

cipsl adventurer, Henry Plantagenet,
were so obscure and mouldering into ob-

er qxisted. ‘To give the atory, therefore,
an Interest which might invite readers, it

the garb of poetry,

Judgment of my country.

he finger ¢f scorn

undied vears since exhibited, of a coun.

Wiil any mortal ask—who is that one !
Name him! Ay ! hold a taper to the Sun !

shade 2 He refers certainly to the cha-
racter of Henry the First for resemblance,

livion, that [ doubt whether one in a hun-
dred of my readers will on first seeing my
title page recollect or even know that
such a person as Dermot Mac Morrogh ev-

appeared to me advisable to present it in
The subject was well
adapted te the compoxition of an histori-
cal tale, and as such I deliver it to'the
It is intended
also as a moral tule, teaching the citizens
[0‘. ”‘*'Sf‘ States, of both sexes, the virtues
of conjugal fidelity, of genuine piety, and
of devotion to their country, by pointing
at the example sis

LFy sold i & forcizn invader by the join:

*Tis said the exception only proves the rule-—
All other herocs from the duys of Pope,
Compoun is have been of madman, knave a
fool, .
And thus may be defin’d, without a trope.
All servile followers of the self sume school ;
Who hang themselves, whenever they hay
rope,
Till time shall end, ir meritd you may gean
Among them ere you find one honest 1an.

So far then from improvement in the breed,

For Charles of Sweden, raving mad indeed,
Deserves at least, of honesty the praise, |
Taught Quintus Curtius, when a boy to read,

It fir’d his brain, and maddened all his day:
Till his fate led him to the ¢ barren strand
The petiy fortress, and the dubious hand.”

You then who purpese to invoke the Mnse,

\
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The scale has fallen since the poet’s days~ | °

And ia the cause of vittue point (he peti s [
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reign,

of He

and pgople he wrote about.
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ords, in the last paragraph of the
hat *is said by ancient historians’
iey the Second. To be *shocked’?
at the [careless indifference with which,
Mir. Hlume ¢ tells this tale of wickedness
oe,’ is perhaps to forget the time
* The genius
age was barbarous and violent.’—
Tho flrequent then twere such incidents
It from their *wickedness,’ and too
nerdl Lo excite svimpatiy for their ¢ woe)
rishl tribes’ the peopie were cailed, and
whaps our owa Indian tebes are inuch
' Europe bad not emerzed out of
+ The barbarism of the Irish,’
4 Burle, ¢ must have been very great,
ceftexceeded that of the rest of Furope.?
eny! 8ays St. Anselm, changed their
ive-) like hopses freely and publicly. —
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