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Message

of ﬂnie President of the United States, to the

Senate and House of Representatives, at the

opening of the Second Session of the Twenty-

second Comgress.
Fellow-citizens of the Senate _
and House of Repiesentatives :

It zives me pleasure to congratulate
vou upon your return to the Seat of Go-
vernment, for the parpose of discharging
your | duties to the people of the Uuited
States. Although the pestilence, which
Lad traversed the Old World, has entered
our limits, and extended its ravages over
much of eur land, it has pleased Almighty
God to wmitigate its severity, and lessen
the number of its victims, compared with
these who have fallen in most other coun-
tries over which it has spread its terrors.
Notwithstanding this visitation, ourcoun-
try peesents, on every side, marks of
prosperity and happiness, unequalled,

ps, in any other portion of the world.
If we fully appreciate our comparative
conditiaen, existing causes of discontent
will appear unworthy of attention. and
with hearts of thankfulness to that Divine
Being who has filled our cup of prosperity,
we shall feel our resolution strengthened
to preserve, and hand down to posterityy
that liberty and that union which we have
received from our Fathers, and which
constitate the sources and theshield of all
our blessings.

The relations of our country continue
to present the same picture of amicable
intercourse that I had the satisfaction to
held up to your view at the opening of
your last session. The samne friendly
profession, the same desire te participate
i our flourishing commerce, the same
disposition te refrain from injuries, unin-
teutionally offered, are, with few excep-
tions, evinced by all natiens with whom
we have any intercourse. ‘I'his desivable
state of things may be mainly ascribed to
our und.*'mﬁng practice of the rule which
has long guided our national policy, to
require rro exclusive privileges in com-
ynerce, and to grant nexe. 1t is daily
prnd'ucin'ﬁ: ita betm:ﬁ(':nl effect in the re-
gpect shown to eur flaz, the protection ef
our citizens and their property abroad,
and in the increase of our navigation, and
"the extension of our mercantile operations.
The. returns which have been made out
since we last met, will show ar increase,
during the last preceding year, of more

 than £0,000 tens, in dur shipping, and of

sear forty millions of lollars in'the aggre-
gate of our imports and exports.
"~ Nor have we less reason .to felicitate
ourselves on the position of our political
than our commercial.concerns. They re-
main in the state in which they were when
1 last addressed you—a state of prosperity
and peace, the effect of a wise attention
10 the parting adyice of the revered Father
- of his country on this subject, cofdensed
4nto a maxim for the use of posterity, by
one of his most distinguished successors,
to cultivate free commérce aad honest
‘friendship with all nations, butto make
entangling alliances with none. A strict
adherence to this policy has kept us aloof
from the perplexing questions that now
_agitate the European world, and ‘have
more than once deluged those ~ountries
with blood. Should those scenes unfor-
tunately recur, the parties to the ¢ wntest
may count on a faithful perfucmance of
the duties incumbent-upon us as a peutral
natien, and our own citizens may equally
rely on the firm assertion of their neutral
rights. -

With the nation that was our earliest
friend and ally in the infancy of our po-
litical existence, the most friendly rela-
tions have subsisted through the fate re-
volutions of itz .Government, and, from
the events ot the last, promise a perma-
nent duration. It has maderan approxi-
mation in some of its political iustitutions
to our own, and raised a monarch to the
throne who preserves, it is said, a friend|
recollection of the period during whic_[:
lie acquired among Olr citizens the high
consideration that could then have been
produced by his persomal qualifications
alone. ‘ ? Zx e

OQur commerce with that nation. is
graduaily assuming @ mutually beneficial
character, and the adjustment of th_e+
ctlaims of our citizens has removed the
ouly obstacle there was to an intercourse,
ot ouly lucrative, but productive of lite-
rary and scientific improvement,

ged.

From Great Britain I have the satisfac-
tion to inform you that [ continue to re-
ceive assurances of the most amicable dis-
position, which have, on my part, on all
proper occasions, been promptly and sin-
cerely reciprocated. The atteation of
that Government has latterly been so
much engrossed by matters of a deeply
interesting domestic character, that we
¢ould not press upon itthe renewal of ne-
cociations which had been unfortunatel
broken off by the unexpected recal of our
Minister, who had commenced them with
some hopes of success. My great vbject
was the settlement of questions which,
though now dormant, might hereafter be
revived, under circumstances that would
endanger the good understanding which it
s the interest of both parties to preserve
inviolate, cemented as it is by a commu-
nity of language, manners, and %ocial
habits, aud by the high obligations we owe
to our British ancestors for many of our
most valuable institutions, and for that
system of Representative Government
which has enabled us to preserve and im-
prove them.

The question of our North-eastern
boundary still remains unsettled. In my
last annual messaze, 1 explained to you
the situation in which I found that busi-
ness on my coming iuto office, and the
measures I thought it my duty to pursue
for asserting the rights of the United
States before the Sovereign who had been
chosen by my predecessor to determine
the question ; and also the manner in
which he had disposed of it. A special
message to the Senate, in their executive
capacity, afterwards broaght before them
the question, whether they would advise
a submission to the opinion of the Sove-
reign arbiter. That body having con-
sidered the award as not obligatory, and
advised me to open a further negotiation,
the proposition was immediately made to
the British Government ; but the circum-
stances to which 1 have alluded have hi-
therto prevented any answer being given
to the overture. Karly attention, how-
ever, has been promised to the subject,
and every effurt on my part will be made
for a satisfactory settiement ot this ques-
tion, interesting to the Union generally,
and particularly o to one of its members.

The claims of our citizens on Spain are
not yet acknowledged. Ou a closer in-
vestization of them than appears to have
heretofore taken place, it was discovered
that some of these dewaunds,

that Government, were not such as could
be made a subject of national interference.

nothing but what was clearly right, addi-
tional instructions have been sent to no-

nations, we had a strict right to insist.

vented an examination of them.

the application will be successlul.

[ have the satisfaction to “inform youn

of Florida which had been carried
for their delivery, and that measures
have been taken to procureits execution.

By the report of the Secretary of State,
communicated to youon the 25th June
last, you are itformed of the eonditional

the United States at Madrid, ol the du-
ties on tonnage levied on American ship-
pingin the ports of Spain.  Thecondition
of that reduction having been complied
withon our part, by the act passed the 15th
of July last, I have the satistaction to in-
form you that our ships now pay no higher

Spain than are levied on their national
vessels.

The demands against Portugal for ille-
gal captures in the blockade of Terceira,
have beem allowed to the full amount of
the accounts presented by the claimants,
and paymentswas promised to be made in
three instalments. The first of these has
béen paid ; the second, although due,
had not, at the date of our last advices,
been received ; owing, it was alleged,
to embarrassments in thefinances, conse-
quent on the civil war in which that nation
is engaged. | '

The paymentsstipulated by the conven-
tion with’' Denmark have beeu punctually
made,& the amountis ready fordistribution
among the,claimants as soon as the Board
now sitting shall have performed their
fonctions. -
Lregret that, by the last advices from our
Charge d’Affairs at Naples, that Govern-
ment had still delayed the satisfaction
due to our citizens ; but at that date the
effect of the instructions wasnot known.
Despatches from thence are hourly ex-
pected and the result will be communica-
ted to you without delay.

With the rest of Europe, our relations,
political and commercial, remain unchan-
Negotiations are going on to puton
a permanent basis, the liberal systemn of
commerce now carried on between us and

however
strong they might be upon the equity of

And faithful to the princirle of asking

dify our demands, so as to embrace those
only on which, according to the laws of,

An inevitable delay in procuring the do-
cuments necessary for this review _uf the
merits of these claims, retarded this ope-
ration until aivunfortunate malady, which
has atilicted i Catholic Majesty, pre-
Bving! ]
now tor the first time presented in an un- | that character, near the Government of
exceptinnable forin, it 1s confidently hoped

that the application I directed to be made
for the delivery of a part of the archives
to
the Havanna, has produced aroyal order

reduction obtained by the Minister of

nor other dutiesin the continental ports of

.

cluded with Austria is executed by His
Immperial Mijesty, with the most perfect
good faith 3 and, as we have no diploma-
tic agent at his court,he personally inquir-
ed into, and corrected a proceeding of
some of his subaltern oflicers, to the in-
jury of our Consul in one of his ports.
Our treaty with the Sublime Porte is
producing its expected effects on our com-
merce. New markets are opening for our
commodities, and a more extensive range
for the ediployment of our ships. A <light
augmentation of the duties on our com.
merce, inconsistent with the spirit of the
treaty, had been imposed ; but on the're
presentation of our Charge d’Aftaires, it
has been promptly withdrawn, and we
now enjoy the trade and navigation of the
Black Sea, and of !l the ports belonging
to the Turkish Empire and Asia, on the
most perfect equality with all fureign na-
tions.

I #ish, earnestly, that in announcing
to you the cdntinnance of friendship, and
the increase of a profitable comnmercial in-
tercourse with Mexico, with Central A-
merica and the States of the South, [ could
accompany it with the assurance that they
all are blessed with that internal tranqui-
lity and foreign peace which their heroic
devotion to the cause of their indepen-
dence merits. In Mexico, a sanguinary
strugele is now carried on, which nas cau-
sed some embarassment to our commerce,
but both parties profess the most friendly
disposition towards us. To the termina-
tion of this contest, we look for the esta-
blishment of that secure intercourse so ne-
cessary to nations whose territories are
contiguous. How important it will be to
us we may calculate from the fact, that,
even in this unfavorable state of thiigs,
our maritime commerce has increased,
and an internal trade, by caravaus, from
St. Louis to Santa Fe, under the protec-
tion of escorts furnished by the Govern-
ment, is carried on to great advantage,
and is daily increasing. The agents pro
vided for by the the treaty with this Pow-
er, to designate the boundaries which it
established, have been named on our part,
but one of the evils of the civil war now
ragingethere has been, that the appoint-
ment of those with whom they were to co-
operate has not yet beemannounced to us.

The Government of Central America
has expelled from its territory the party
which, some time since, disturbed its
peace. Desirous of fostering a favorable
dispesition towards us, which has, on
more than one occasion been evinced by
i this interesting country, [ made asecond
attempt in this year, to establish a diplo-
matic intercourse with them ; but the
death of the distinguished citizen whom
I had appointed for that purpose has re-
Itarded the execution of measures, from
which I hoped .much advintage to our
commerce. The union of the three States
which formed the Republic of Colombia
has been dissolved ; but they all] it is be-
lieved, consider themselves as separately
bound by the treaty, which was made in
their federal capacity. The Minister ac-
credited to the Federation continues in

. New Grenada, and hopes were entertain-
ed that a new union would be formed be-
tween the separate States, at least for the
purposes ot foreign intercourse.  Our Mi-
nister has been instructed to use his good
‘offices, whenever they shall be desired,
to pro:duce the re-union so much to be
wished, for the domestjc tranquility of
the parties, and the security and faciliity
of foreign commerce. _

Some agitations, naturally attendant on
an iufant reigo, have prevauled in the em-
pire of Brazil, which have had the usual
effect upon commercial operations ; and
while they suspended the consideration of
claims created on similar occasions, they
have given rise to new complaints on the
part ot our citizens. A proper consider-
lation for calamities and difficulties of this
nature has made us less urgent and per-
emptory in our demands for justice, than
duty to our fellow-citizens would, under
other eircumstances, have required. DBut
their claims are not neglected, and will,
on all proper occasions, be urged, aud it
is hoped with eftect.
| 1 refrain from making any commurica-
tion on the subject of our, affairs with Bu-
enos Ayres, because the negotiation com-
municated to you in tuy last annual mes-
sage was, at the date ot our last advices,
still pending, and-in a state that would
render a publication of the details inex-
pedient.

A treaty of amity and commerce has
been formed with the Republic of Chili,
which, if approved by the Senate, wiil be
laid before you. That Government ap-
pears to be established, and at_peace with
its neighbors ; and its ports being the re-
sort of our ships which are employed in
the highly important trade of the fisheries,
this commercial convention cannat but be
of great advantage to our fellow-citizens
engaged in that perilous but profitable bu-
siness. ‘

Our commerce with the neighboring
State of Peru, owing to the onerous dutics
levied on our priacipal articles of export,
has been on the decline, and all endea-
vors to procure an alteration have hither-
to proved fruitless. With Bolivia we
have yet no diplomatic intercourse, and
the continual contests carrjdu on between

Jum Empire of Russia. The treaty cou-ﬁit_wd“?ﬁﬂ have made v': defer, until aL

- L

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 14, 1832.

more favoratje period, the appointment of
any agent fo that purpose.

An act of strocious piracy having been
committed o3 ane of vur trading ships by
the inhabitanis ef a settlement on the west
coast of Sumitra, a fiigate was despatch-
ed, with ordi rs to demand satisfaction for
the injury, /f those who committed it
should be found members of a regular go-
vernment, capable of maintaining the usu-
al relations with foreign nations 3 but if,
as it was supposed, and as as they proved
to be, they were a band of lawless pirates,
to inflict suck a chastisement as would de-
ter them and atliers from like ageressions.
This last was lone, and the effoct has been
an increased respect for our flag in those
distant seas,.aud additional security for
our ¢gommerci.

Li¥'the view- I have given of our connex-
ion with fore' zn powers, allusions have
been made tastheir domestic disturbances
or foreign wirs, to their revolutions or
dissentions.. At may be proper to observe,
that this is Jone solely in cases where
ithose events.affect our political relations
with them, of to show their operation on
our commerre. Further than this, it is
neither our olicy nor our right to inter-
fere.  Qur b st wishes on all occasions,
our good offici s when required, will be af-
forded, to priincte the domestic tranquil-
ity and’-foreign péace of all’ nations with
whom we have any intercourse. Auny in-
tervention in gieir affairs further than this,
even by the expression of an official opin
100, 18 contrary to our principles of inter-
nationak policy, and will always be a-
voided. b

‘The Repor: which the Secretary of the
Treasury . will, “in due time; lay befure
vou, will exh bit the national finances in
a highly prosperous state.  Owiung to the
continued suicess of our commercial en-
terprize, which'lias enabled the merchants
to fulfil theirgngagements with the Gov-
ernmenty the receipts from customs dur-
ing the year vill.exceed the estimate pre-
sented at the-last session, and with the
nther means ;f the Treasary, will prove)
(ully adequa &, not only to meet the in-
creased- expenditures resulting from the
large approj “iations made by Congress,
bur to ‘provid ® for the pauyment of all the
public debt which is at present redeema-
ble. 1L i njw estimated that the cus-
toms WiN yi'kd to the Treasury, dariug
the present yi ar, upwards of twenty-eizit
millions_of dgllars. The public lands,
however, h:lVi:f]:_t'O\'Etl less productive than
was anticipated 3 and, according to pre-
sent informa fon, will not much exceed
two miifions, :

The expentitures for all objects other
than the publ.e debt, are estimated to a-
mount, durip 7 the vear, to about sixteen
milhions and -1 halfy while a still laiger
sum, viz. ei hteen millions of dollars,
will dave bezn applied to the priucipal
and interest f the publi: debt.

It is expected however, that in conse-
quence of the reduced rates of duty which
will take efti ¢t after the taird of March
next, there w;tl be a considerable falling
off in the revinue from customs in the
year 1833. - ]r will, nevertiieless, be amn-
ply sufliciert. g0 provide ior all the wants
of the public ijervice, estimated even up-
on a liberal s«ale, 'and for the redemption
and purchase §f the remainder of the pub-
lic debt. O the firet of January next,
the entire puvirc debt of the U. States,
fund+d and phfunde-.l, will be reduced
within a fract on to seven millions of dol.
lars 3 ok whic y,-two miilions two hundred
and twenty-s ven thousand three hun-
dred and six y-three dollars are not of
right redeeina ile until the first of Junua-
ry, 1834, amf four millions seven hun-
dred and thi;ty-five thousand two hun-
dred and nim__ty'-s'lx dollars, not until the
second of Fanuary, 1835. The Commis-
sioners of the Binking Fund, however,
being invested”with full authority to pur-
chase the dek¢ at the market price, and
the means of the Treasury being awmple,
it may be hoted that the whole will be
extinguished rwithin the year 1833,

[ cannot too gordially congratulate Con-
gress and my (#llow-citizens on the near
approach of #i’t memorable and happy e-
vent, the ext nguishment of the public
debt of this gr at nation.  Faithful to the
wise and’patitotic policy marked out by
the Legislatar - ot the country for this ob-
ject, the prestnt  Administration has de-
voted to it alltheneans which a flourish-
ing commercg “has supplied, and a pru.
dent economny préserved, for the public
Treasury. " Vithin the four years for
which the peoj le have confided the Exe-
cutive power to, my. charge, fifty-eight
millions of"do {ars will have been applied
to the payme; { of the public debt. That
this has been #5€omplished without stint-
ing the expeny i_t'u‘n:es for all other proper
objects, will li_E.__:s‘een by referring to the
liberal provisi ;- smade during the same
period for the support and increase of our
means of mar, fiare and military defence,
for internal -it iprovement, of a national
character, for the removal and preserva-
tion of the Laqians, and, lastly, for the
gallant vetera s of the Revolution.

The final rem"val of this great burthen from
our resources, # lurds'the means of further pro-
vision for all'thd objects of general welfare and
public defepct Thich the Constitution authori-
zes, and present v the occasion for such further
reduction in.the Tevenue as may not be required
for them- Fron “the report of the Secreiary of

sent year, such a reduction may bhe mude to a

considerable extent, und the subjact is earnestly
recommended fo the consideration af Congress,
in the hope that the combined wisdom of the
representatives of the people will devise such
means of effecting that suliitary object, as may
remove those burthens which shali bé fouad to
fll unequally upon uny, an: as may promote the
great interests of the community,

Long and patient reflection lius strensthenad
the opinions I have heretofive expressed ta lon-
jrress on this subject 5 and 1 deem it my duty on
the present occasion, again to urge them upon
the attention of the Legislature, The soundest
maxims of public palicy and the principles upon
which our republican institutions are foun-ed,

recommend a proper adaptation of the revenue |

to the expenditure, an they also reqiire that
the expenditure shuH be fimited to what, by as
economical administration, shall he consistent
with the simphcity of the Givernment, und ne-
cessary to an efficient public scrvice.  1n effent-
ing this adjostment, ic is dae in justice to the
intercsts of the different States, sl even to the
pres rvation of the Union itself, that the prof&e-
tion afforded by existing laws to any branches
of the national industiy should not exceed what
iniy be necessary 1o cuunteract the regulations
of fore’gn nations, wnil to -secure a supply of
those articles of manuticture essential to the na-
tionul independence and sufety in time of war:
If, upon investigation, it shall be found. as it is
believed it wallbe, that the legislitive protection
granted to any particular interest is greater than
is indispens@ly requisite for these objects, Lre-
commend that it be gradaally diminish=d, and
that, s far us may be consistent with these ab-
Jjects, the whole scheme of duties be reduced to
the revenue standard, assoon as a just regard to
the fuith of the Government and to the preser-
vation of the large cupitul invested in establish-
ments of domestic industry, will permit.

That manufuctures adequate to the supply of
our domestic consumption would, inthe abstraet,
be bencticial ta osr country, there is no reason 1o
doubt 5 and to cffect thewr estublishment, there
iy, perhiaps no Americun citizen who wonld not
for a while, be willing to pay a higher price for
them. But, for ths purpose, it 15 presumed
that a tanil of high duties, designed for perpe-
tuai protection, has entered into the minds of but
fow of our Stutesinen.  The most they have an-
neipated is a temporary sl yencrally ncidental
protection, which, they maintain, has the eff-ct
to reduce the price by domestic competition,
below that of the former arucle. Experienee,
however, our best gude on this, as on other
subjects, mukes it doubtial whether the advan-
tages of this systen are not counterbalanced by
many evils, and whetiter it does not tend to be-
cet i tie minds oi'a large portion of eur coun-
trymen, a spirit of discontent and jealousy, dan-
gerons o the stability of the Linion.

What then shall be done?
have growan up under the maplied ple dge of our
national legisiation, which it wonld seem a vio
Iation of public fuith sud lenly to abindon.—
Nothing could justify it but the public safety,
which is the supreme law.  But thinge w!o have
vested their capital in manufactar ng e-tablish-
ments, cannot expect that the peopie will con
tinue permanently to pay hightaxes fur their be-
nehit, when the moncy is not required for any
legitimute purpose in the a lministration of the
Government.  Is it not cuougn that the= hig!
duties have been puid as long as the maney ari-
sing from’ them could be applied 10 the common
venefit in the extinguishment of the public debt ?

Those Who tuke an enlarged view of the con
dit'on of cur country, must He satisficd that 1he
policy of proteciion must be ultimately limited
tu thuse articles of domestic manufictare whic:,
are indispensable 1o our sately in time of war.
Within this scope, on a reasonab'e scale, it is re
commended by every consideration of patriotism
anu duty, which will doubtiess dways secure to
it a hiberal and efficient support.  But beyond
this ohject, we have already seen the operation
of the system productive of discontent.  Insome
sections of the republic its influence is depree .-
ted as tending to concentrate aealth into a few
hnds, and us creating those gerins of depea-
ence and vice, wiiich in other countries have
charicterized the existence of monopolies, and
proved so destructive of liberty and the general
good. A large portion of the people in one sec-
ucn of the republic declires it not only inexpe-
dient on these grounds, but as disturbury the e-
qual relations of property by legislation, and
therefore unconstitutional and unjust.

D ubtless, tiese eficcts are, ina great deyree,
exaggerated, and may be ascribed to a mistaken
view of the considerations wlich led to the
adoption of the Taniff system ; but they are
nevertheless imporiant in enabling us to review
the subject with a more thorough knowledge of
all its bearings upon the great interests of the
republic, and with a determinastion to dispose of
it 50 that none can with jistice complain.

It is my pamful duty 1o siate, that, in one quar-
ter of the United States opposition to the reve-
nue laws lius risen 1o a height which threatens to
*hwart their execution, il not to endanger :the
mtegrvity of the Union.
muy be thrown in the way ot the Judiciul Au-
thorities of the General Government, it is hoped
ticy will be able peaceably 10 overcome them
by the prudence of their own officers and the
patriotism of the people, But should this rea-
sonable reliance on the maderation and good
sense of all portions of our tellow.eitizens be dis.
appointed, 1tis believed that the laws themselves
are fully adequate to the suppression of such at-
tempis as may be immelistely made, Should
the exigency arise, 1endering the execution of
the existing laws impracticable from any cause
whatever, prompt notice of it will be given to
Congress, with a susgestiun of such views and
me.sures as may be cecimed necessary to meetit.

In conform:ty with principles lieietofore ex-
plained, and with the hinpe of redacing the G=n.
eral Government to that simple machine whech
the GBnstitution creuted, und of withdrawing
from the States all other influence than that o
its universal beneficence in preserving peuace, af-
fording an uniform currency, maintaining the in-
vielability of contracts, ditfusing inteihgence,
and discharging unfclt 113 other superintending
functions, I recammend that provision be made
to dispuse of ull siocks now hell by it in corpo-
rations, whether created by the General or
State Governments, and placing the proceeds in
the Treasury. As a source of profit, these stocks
are of little or no value : asa means of influence
among the States, they are adverse to the purity
of ourinstitutions. T'ne whole priggiple on which
they are based is deemed by many unconstitu.
tional, and to persist in the policy’ which they
indicate, is considered whylly inexpedient.

It is my duty to acq sint you with an arrange-
ment made by the Bunk of the Uuited States
with a portion“®f the 3 per cent. stogk, by which
the Government will be deprived of the use of
the public funds lunger than was anticipated.
By this arrangement, which will be particularly
explsined by the Secretury of the Treasury, a
suriender ot the ceriificates of this Stock nay
be posiponed uitii October, 1833 ; and thusghe

the Freasury, it will be seen that, aficr the pre-
.__ _ )
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lishili'y of the Government, Miter its ability tul

g’ Yo

It the agr -ntion of O

Targe “intemeste |

Whatever obstructions |

lt'.liﬁch-nr':.rp the e, may be continned, by the
Hfwlure of the Bk t0 pey its duties.

Such meacures << are Within the reach of the
Sceretary of the Treasury have heen taken 'to
enable himto jiige whether the publigdeposi
A0 that institution muy be regarded Sgsen Trel
safe i but s his limired power may prove inade-
Lquate to this ohject, Treconmend the subject

ol ongress, under the firm be-
liet that it is worthy of their serious investiga-
tion.  An engniry iuto the transactions of the
imsutation, emhracing the brunches as well as
the principal Bank, seems called for by the cre-
dit which is friven throughout the couniry to
many serious charges impeaching its charucter,
and which, if true, mav justly excite the appre-
hension that it is no longer a sate depository of
tie money of the people.

Among theanterests which merit the conside-
ration of Congr: ss, after the psyment of the pub-
!w debt, 6ne of the most important, in my vicw, .
s that of tke public 1 s,  Previous to th - fore
mation of our pr-<ent Constitution, it was r com-
m:-nded by Congress that a portion of the waste
Wnils owned by the States should be ceded to
'he United States, for the purpose of general
harmony, and us a fud to meet the expenses of
the war.  The rccommendation was adopted,
and at different periods of time, the Siates of
fassachiusetts, New-York, Virginia, North and
South«Carolina, and Georgia, granted theip va-
cant soil for the uses for which they had been
asked. As the lamnds may now be considered as
relieved from this pledg’ the object for which
they were ceded having heen accomplished, it
15 in the discretion of Congress to dispose of
themin such a way us best to conduce tothe gnier,
hurmony, and general interest of the Amercan
people. In examining this que-tion, all local
and sectional fecling should be Jiscarded, and
the whole United St ites regarded as one people,
mterester wlike in tive prosperity of their coms
mon country. :

It cannot be doubted that the speedy settle-
ment of these Luids  constitutes the true interest
of ¢he republic.  “Fhie wealth and strensth of a

» L country are its population, and the best part of

thut population are the cultivators of the soil.—
| Independcut fariners are cvery where the basis
of sv ety and true friends of liberty.

In widition to these considerations, questions
have already agisen, and may be expected here-
after to grow out of the pablic lands, which in-
volve the rights of new States and the powers cf
the General Government : and unless a libéwl
policy be now wdapted, there is danger that these
questions mty spee Ly assume animportance not
now generally unticiputed.  The influence of a
great scetional interest, when brought into full
action, will be found more dangerous to the har-
mony andd union of the States than any other
ciusc of discontent ; and it is the part of wisdom
and s und policy to foresce its approaches, and
el vaor, af possibie. to counteract them.

O the vartous schemes which have been hither-
to proposed in regard to the disposal of the pub-
lic lands, none has yet received the entire appro-
bation of the-National Legislature.  Deeply im-
pressed with the importance of a speedy and su-
tstuctory arrangement of the subject, T deem it
my duty on this occasion, to urge it ‘upon vour
consideration, and, to the propositions which
have been herctofore suggested by others, to
contribute these reflections which have.occurred
to me, in the linpe that they may assist you in
your future deliberations.

[t secms to me to be our true policy, that the
public lands shall cease as soon as practicable to
be a source of revenue, and that they besold to
scitlers, in limited parcels, ata price barely suf-
ficient to reimburse to the United States the ex-
pense of the present system, and the cost arising
under our Indian compacts.  The advantages of
accurate survevs and undoubted titles, now se-
cured to purchusers, secin to forbid thesabolition
of the present system, becuuse none can be sub-
stituted which will more perfectly ac omplish
these important ends. It is desirable, however,
that in convenient time, this machinery be wfth-
dravn fom the States, and that the right of soil
wilthe Swotre disposition of it be surrendered to
| the States respectively in which it lies.

The adventurous and handy population of the
West, besides contributing their equal shave of
taxation under our impost system, liave, in the
progress of our Government, for the lunds they
ocenpy, paid into the Vreasury a large proportie
on of forty millions of dollirs, and 6f the revenue
received therefrom but a sinall part has bheen ex-
pended amongst them.  When, to the disadvan-
| tuge of their situation in this respect, we add the
| consideration that it is their labor alone which
gives real value to the lands, and that the pro-
ceedsurising from their sal- are distributed chiet-
ly among States which had not originally any
claim to themn, and which have enjoved the un-
divided emolument arising from the sale of their
own lands, it cannot be expected that the new
States will remain longer contented, with the pre-
sent policy after the payment of the pitblic debt.
To avert the consequenc ich maybe appre-
hended from this cause, an end forever to
all partial and interested | ion on this sub-
"jecty and to aiford to eve 0 n citizen of

enterprize the epportunity of % an mde-
pendent freehold, it seeins to me, th@Pefore, best
to abandon the idea of raising a future revenue
out of the public lands.

In former messages [, have expressed my con-
viction that the Constitution does not warrant the
application of the funds of the General Govern-
ment to objects of Internal Improvement which
are not national in their character ; and both as a
{ mans of doing justice to all interosts, and put-
ting an end to a course of legislation ealeulated
to destroy the purity of the @overnnent;, hgve
urged the necessity of reducing the whole sub-
ject to some fixed and certain rule, As there ne-
ver will oceur a period, perhaps; more propitious
than the present to the accom Lshment of this.
object, I beg leave to press the subject again up--
on vour attention. *

Without some general and well defined prin-
ciples ascertaining those opjects of iaternal Im-
provements to which the mean- ofthe ration uny
be constitutionaty.applied, it is obvious that the
excrcise of the power ¢an never bé sadsfactory.
Besides the danger to whicl it exposes Congress
of making hasty appropriations to works of the
character of which they may befrequently igno-
raft, it promotes a nischicvous and corrupting
influence upon elections, by holding out to the
people the fallucious hope that the successof &
certain candidate willmake navigable thely he
horing crcek or river, bring comnerce tor'€
doorsy and increase the v

te of their property. -
It thus favers combinations to squ wder the trea-

stire of the country upon a multstss-3 of local ob-

jects, as Ea.ta:l'g'o just legislation 35 to the. purity

of public men. & I LA
" If a system compatible' With the  Contitution
eannot be ddlised; which is free feom Much 1en.
dencies, we should recollect that thit insttiment -
provides within itselfthe mode of its smehdment. .
—and thatthere is, there y. N0 excwse for -
assumpfion of doubtfil % by .the Geneml
Governiment. If thas# whi ﬂ&nﬂyw
shisll be found Locenpetiat 0 s eus o sk her.
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