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fynrr DOLLARS PEFANAUM; One halfin advance
Those Who do not,eitherat the time of sub-

ceribinm,or subsequently, give notice of their
;‘,,shm have the Puper discontinued anhﬁ'&x
piration of their year,will be presumed‘ asde-
sicing its continuance tatil countermanded.

A\DVERTISE MENTS,

Nt exceeding strteen lines, will be inserted
threerimes fora Dollare; and twenty-fivecents
for zach subsequent publication : those of
gn;;ﬂer fength, in thesame proportion. 1f
the number of insertions be not marked on
them,they will be continued until ordered |
out, xnd charged agcordingly.
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*peared in the progress of human history. As) _ ;
exhibited in te master States of antiquity, as|fore, is not at all affected, one w
breaking out agujn from amidst the darkness of
the midid!c ages, and beaining on the formation
of new comumunities, in modern Europe, s'«e has,

always and every where, ¢hurms for me. Yet,
sir, it is our own liberty, guarded by constituti-
ons and secured by unien ; it is that liberty wh ch
is our paternal iul;‘eritan(:c, it is our c.'tabli«!zg-ll,
dearbought, pecujiar American liberty to which
[ am chicfly devoted, and the cause of which 1
now rm.-:m,'tu the utmost of my power, to luain-
tain and defend.

Mr. President, if T consider the counstitutional
question now befure us as doubtful as it is impor-
tant, and if [ suppose that its decision, either
in the Senate or by the country, was likely to be,
in any degree, influenced by the manner in which
I might now d scuss it, this would be to mec a
moment of deep solicitude.  €uch a moment lias
once existed. There has been a time, vhen, rs-
ing in this place, ¢n the sue qiestion, [ i'c!'t, i
must confess, thatisemething for grond or evil to
the Constitution r}?t’u_u countiy might depend on
an effort of mine. | But circumstances are chang-
ed. Since thut day, siry the pablic opinion has

become awakeneditathis great question @ it hos|
. . i . ‘ v
grasped it, it has reasoncd upon it, as becon

an intelligent and patrioic community, simd Tvis
settled it, or now sdems inthe prozressof sei Vo
it, by an authority which nene can disobe —-tie
ullli!(}rit_\' of the p;-f};alc themselees,

Ishall not, Mr. President, follow the gentleman,
step by step. throdgh the course of his speech.
Much of what he lus suid, he hus deemed neces-
serv to the just explanation and dzfence of his
own political character and candict.  On this I
shall offer no comuient.  Much, 100, has consist-

On the 21st of January, 1853, Mr. Wre-
sixs.Chairmanof the Judiciary Committee,d
introduced the bill turther to provide for

the Collection of Duties.

' ed of philasophicaliresnark upon the general na.
ture of political liber-y, and the history of free
institutions ; and of other topies, so general in
dieir nature, asto Rossess, ininy o) inioa, oaly a
| remote bearing ou ghe immedinte subject of Uhis

{

The sense of the gentleman’s propasition, there- | sav, that they have a right to discard the form | sissipni,
av or the otaer | of Governmoent yhich they have adoptedl,
That pl'UI"'“";‘i”“ stiil is, | hrek up the €anstitution which the
that our system of Government is Lut x compaet fird. Now,
between the people of separate and sovercign | snying 't!mt t.h'ej have a r%ghl to make a revolu-| will he the army ?
Coreje -t an estzblished Government, to! will pv the debts ?
br-ak up a polit cal cans itution, is revalinion, ' :
l 1 deuy I!.ut‘aq: man canstate, scouraely, what | ties ?
was dane by the p ople, in establishing the pre- | tories ?
an:d things of mighty influence, not only in ad-|sent Canstitutic 3 and then :1a'e, accurately, |
’ it feelings! what the peapli or any part of them, '

by the use of this word.

Stater.

Was it Mirabeau, Mr. President, or what ether
master of the human passions, who has told ll-a'l
thut worls are thinzs 7 They are indeed things, |

dresses 1o the pussions and high-wrouz

for another.  Of this we have, 1 think,
example in the resolutionsbefore us.

on itself, or in the ratification of it by wny one of
the States, has heen ehosen for use herer doubt.
less not without a well considered prurpose,

The naturil converse of deecession 1s sece=sion ;|
and, thepefore, cwehen itis stated that the E\u-’)}]le:l
of the States aceeded to the Unlon, it mo he more
phacsibly argued thae tiey may seced-  from it.—
I in adopting the eonstitittion, nothing was dene
I ut acceding v a campiact, nothing woild scem
nenessuary, in orderto break it upy, bt w secede
ftom the satie compact.  But the term is wholly
out of place.  Aeeession, as a word applizd to
political associations, implies coming into a league,
treaty, or confederuey, by one hitherto a stran-
ger to it 3 and secession hpiies departing froni
such leagie or confederacy.  The people of the
Caited states hutve useid no such furm of expres-
sion, in cstabhishing the present Government —
ey do not say that they aceede 1o o leagne, but
they declare that they ordan and establish a coie
i Such are the very words - fthe instru-
ment itsclf : and in all the States, withont an ex-
ception, the lunguage used by weir conven-

stit o,

tian.

i

cv, and in
the

wlhien the Consting
the reason, sir wi

Flesis the reason s fiy it is necossuary Lo give new Lot the United States. 1 not thes revolutiounary ?
names to thinoes, to gnoak of the Constitution, 1 3y 80 coon us this ordinane= shiall be earried ju-
not as a Constit qion, but as a comnuet, il o
ti-ratifi anohs hee the people, not as raulications | South-Caroling.

ant is aets of ace sision.

Sty Laerd o iolil the g’rﬂnll«-man to the .‘.\'ri‘.- (been su' jeet. She will bave declsred her own
In the di-cus<ion of a constenticuad opinions and her own will 1o be above 1lie la W,

Question, Tintend 20 impose upon him tie re-land above the power of those whn are  exntrist-
stiaints of oo stitytaonal bangu

ten record.

Have ordairet] - )

twither ot r'\.;v-.‘-ulnﬁi

il?

an 18

¢ OURS ARE THE PLANS OF FAIR DELIGHTFUL PEACE, UNWARP’D BY' PARTY RAGE, TO LIVE LIKE BRO
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sir, *hisis neither more nor less

of mankind, butin the discuzsion of 'egal ind po-|do to get rid of its obligations,
fitical questions also 5 because a just conclusion | an undenianle c®e of the overthrow of Govern- the G
is often avoided, or a false one reuched, by the M n% ' y
adreoit substitution ot one [llil’ﬂ.ht‘, or one \\'Ul'(l, lr it ”]‘E_‘,” T‘I\')_”SE_‘, L 'E|'t!'ll'(.m the Governm-nt. But l an: startie s an!
another then, thal is reve ntion.  I'he doctrine now eon- |

| T file Lir N, 1_h- [

admity f eourse,

; i1 by 1:{{:’5{,6;;1'!.011 or secess'on, | which must be preceded hy its own destruction.
The fiest vesolution deciares that the people of; the ablirst ons o 'd anthority of the Government ' Sk¢ ssioy, theretore, since it must biing these
the several States * acosded’ 1o the constiintion, or! Wy he set aside ar'rejected, without revolut oa. | consequences with it, is revorLeTionauy.,
to the constitutional compact, as it is culied. Tais But tuat s, whint - deny ; a"_d what 1 sav s, that | soLmeicaTion is caually revoLerioyant., 'What
worl “acceds,”® not fornd cither in the constituti= B0 M ¢ siate he case with historical accura- s revolution ? ’
Ao Stitutionud
showing that €ie honorable gent cman’s right, | sists the existing public wuthop
s assertadlia hit conc'usion, s a revobitionery | arrests the exere
right merely X

i e it does not, and eannot exist fwhich introduces a new paramount anthority in-
tgder 3

Gorgdution,
Constitution, byt caa come into existence only | precise objoct of nuil fication.
overtarown,
tirh mekes it n cessary taa
don th'- u.ewf enr-titatinoal Langu vue for

Qarnr

v ;c_;;hulnr\, apd o substinte, o the plece of | Under the name of an ordinunce, it declares null
plan lusiorical thcts, a sciies of as-u npuons.

st totion 3 ocun they rojeet | tiiese declarations, she is revolutionized.
':‘u".\f have exlahili=licd a
Forin w? Governngnt s can they overth.ow

#

If tne State miy secerde, ‘e mav dn
ardto|sr—twenty may do so—:wenty-three may do so.
v hiave rati-| Sir, as these secessions go on, one afieranother,
than | what is to constitute the United States ? Wiiose
Whose the. Nave P Wlho
Who tu'fil the public trea.
Who perform the constitutional gourans
W ho govern this District an'l the ‘Ferri.
Whe retein iie public properiy ?
Mr. President, every mao must see that thee-
M, must now [are all guestions which can arise only after a re
withont stating volution. Tney presnppose the hrt-.:.klug up of
overnment.  While the Constirution lusts,
that the people may, [they are represscd ; th. Y spring up to annoy
Iy from iis grave, ’
|  The Con<titution dors not provide for even's

'i(‘b ?

.‘\Ird

_ Wiy, sir, that i3 revalution,
langauge, without | which avernurns, or controls, or surcessfully re-

ty 3 that which
ise of the supreme power : that

agrecubly o the i to the rule of 1he State. Now, sir, this s the

i ¢ It attempts o
Uiis s Isupersede the supreme legislative authority, I
ban- | arves's the arm ot the Execufive M gistrat-. 1
4 hew buiterrupts the exercise of the judicial powsr.
|
' ) . ; )

.?,.ml voud, w:thin the State, all the revenue laws

| cliec', a revalution will have commeneed in
She wiil have thrown oft’ 1lie
aathorty to wittch lier entiz «ns have herctofure

L
4
re enue I?lw sl e vsa e L ¢ gf
which tlie revenueis collected ; if it be arrestel

ih #ny State, the revenue ceases jn that State ;
15 10 a word the sole reliunce of the Govern-
ment for the means of maintaining itself and per-
torming its duties.

Me. President, the alleged right of a State to
decule constitutional questions fur hersell, ne-
cessurily leads to force, becuuse othir Stutes
must huve the same right, snd because diff'-rent
S.ates will decide differently ; mnd, when these
qUestions arise between Stated) it there be no
sup Tior power, they can be decid~d only by
the liw of furce. On entering iato the Union,
the people of euch Siute guve up a pardsf their
own power to mike laws tor th-mselves, in con-
siderdion that, as 10 common objects, they
should hive u part in mak.ng laws for other
States.  In other werds, the people of all the
States agreed to create a common Government
to be cunducted by common conncils. Penne
sy lv’ani:x, fur exanple, vicdlded the right of luyv.
ing imuostsin herown ports, inconsideration (hat
‘he new Government, in wiich she wastghave a
share, shoulll possess the pawer of laging im-
pesisan wll tae States. If South-Corolina now
refuses to submit to this power, shie breaks the
condition on which othep Stites en'ered the
Uninn, She part kes of the common councils,and
therein aswists to bind o hers, while she refuses
to be bound herself, It makes no difference in
the ease whether she does all this without rea-
sonar pretexi, or whether she s2ts up 48 u rea.
soo thoty i her judgment, the acts complainéd
of ave unconstititiwnsl,  In the judgment of
othor Stutes they are nat so. It s nodh ng to
them that stie «fitrs sume reason or some apolo-
gy £rhier condurt, ifit be one which thev do

! : _ we Atate wiil
The pe apleYed with 1heir adiminisiration, 1fshe makes wond
- u A..-l T4
her, it is as distinetly  « chavge of the supreme
it power, as the American revo'ution of 1776.

Wit wine

Dle pretest,
af the opmion of mankind

not adm:t. Tt is not to be expected that any
violate her duty without.sgme plausi-
That would be too rash « defiunce
But, if it be a pre-
Lreast—if it be no

h hies in her own

On the 22/1 day of the same month, Mr,
Caruovx submitted the following Reso-

Wians

3 « [solved, That the people of the several
i es composing these United States are uinited
ss purties to a constitntional compact, to which
the people of each State ucceded, as a separate
siercign commurity, each binding itself by its
awn particulay ratification ; and that the union,
o#which the siid eompaet is the bond, is & union
blween the States ratityimyg the same.

w jtesolved, That the people of the several
states, thus united by the constitutional compuct,
informing that instrument, and in creating o

Wl Genersl Government to carry into effect the ob-
iects tor which they were formed, delegated 1o
that Government, forthat purpose, certain defi-
nte powc1s, to be excresed jointly, reserving,
ot thie same time, each State to itself, the resi
dwary moss of powers, to be exercise! by its
gun sepsrate Government ; and that, whenever
the Genersl Government assunies the exercise
of powers not delegated by the compaet, i's ne's
are unauthorized, and are of no offect ; and that
the same Goyernment is not made the final judge
of the poyv rs delegated ta i, since that would
m ke 118 tiscretion, und not the Constitution, the
easure of s puowers ; but thaty an in ull other

o

5% B i.cs of C MPAC! AMONg SOVETCIgn parties, with
OB a1y common judge, rach has «nequid rigt
Dellto judye tor itselt, as well of the infraction as of
03 Bl (he mode and meusure of redress.

.‘t' « ficaolved, That the assertions that the prople

of these Unst-d States, taken collectively as in-
dviduals, ure now, or ever have been, united on
the principle-of the sociul compact, and us such
are now formed into one nation or peraplc, or
that thev lLiave ever been so united in any one
stage of thewr political existence ; that the peo-
pleof the several States compusing the Union
have not, a8 members theyeof retiined their so-
vereignty 3 that the allegiance of their citizens
has been transterted to the General Government;
tha they Have parted with the right of punishing
tresson the ugh their respective State Gowve rn-|
wents ol that they have not the right of judging |
in the lust resort as to the extent of the powers

-
_—-

Ew

£S5 T

v

dehate. . |

without revolutio o1 L1

mere than an opinion which she s.ys she has

| just concluded, may probibly be jastly regarded |

Burt the gcut!cm:fn‘s spoceh, made some doys |

solutions thcmscl\'(-i, and parts ot the speeclinow |
as containing the whole South-Carolina doctrine,
That doctrine it is gy puirpose now to examine,
and to compare if with the Constitution of the
United States.  Tslall not consent, sir, to make
anv new Constitution, or to establishanother form
£ Government. 1 will not undertake to say wha!
a Constitution for these United States ought to
be. That question!the people have decided for
themsclves, and I ghall take the instrument as
thev have establisheed it, ‘and shull endeavor to
maintain it, in its plain sense and meaning, against
opaions and notinns which, in my judgment,
threaten its subversion.

The resolutions introduced by the gentieman
were apparently drawn up with care, and brought
forward upon deliberation. I shall not be in dan- |
ger, therefore, of misunderstanding him, or those |
who agree with him, if I proceed at once to thesc |
resolutions, and consider therm as ‘an authentis
statement of those opinions, up n the great con-
stitutional ruestion, by which the recent proceed-
ings in South-Carokiu are uttempted’ to be justi-
fied.

Tlese resolutions are three in number.

The third scems interded to enuwinerate, and to
deny, the several opinions expressed in the Pre-
sident’s Proclamation, respecting the nature and
powers of this Govermneat.  OF tiv's third reso-
lution, 1 propose, af present, to take no p;n‘tictl-‘
lar notice.

The two first resolutions of the honorable
member affirm these propositions, viz =

1. That the political system, under which we
live, and under which Congress is now assembled,
is a compact, to which the people of the several
States, as separate and suscre.gn  COMIMMUILLCS,
are the parties.

2. That these sovercign parties have a right to
judge, each for itsclf, of uny slleged violudon of |
the Constitution by ‘Congress ; and, in case of
such violation, to choose, each foritself, its own

J ~ Yesiirens ¥like v 104 s akann S e
agro, upon introducing his resolitions, those re.30me of them employing the additional words

| each other ; there was a bond of union  already

Canowas, that they  “ralified e Constitution’”
¢ gssented to ®and “¢adopt-d,” but «ll of them
“ ratifying.” There is more importance than may
at fiest sighty appear, in the introduction of thus
new word by the honorable mover e these veso-
lutions. Its adoption and use arc¢ indisponsacle
to imaintain those premises, fiomwacn his twdn
conclusion is 1o bhe L8erwards drawn, Buat, he-
fore shiowing tha*, aliow nie to remurk, that this
phrascology teads to Keep out of sight the just
view of our previous political history, as well as
to suggest wrong ideas as to,what was actaally
donce when the prosent constituliun was agreod
to. In 1789, and before this Constitution was a-
dopted, the Unted States had already been in a
Union, more or less close, for 15 vears. At least
as far buck as the meceting of the first Congress,
in 1774, they had been, in some measne, and to
some national purposcs, unitéd together. Before
the confederation of 1731, they had declared in-
aependence jomtly, and had carried on the war
juintly, both Ly sea and land 5 and this, not as
sepurite States, but as one people. When, there-
fore, they lurined th it confederution, and adopt-
ed it wrticles as articles of perpetual union, they
Jdid not come torether for the first time ; und,
therefure, they did not speak of the States as ac-
ceding to the confederation, although it was a
league, and nothing but a lesgue, and rested on
nothing bhut phglhited faith for its performance. —
Yet, even then, the States were not strungers to
subsistlng Letween thein ; they were associated,
United States ;3 and the object of the contedera-
tinn was to muke a stronger and better bond of
union. JFheir representatives dehiberated toge-
ther on these proposed articles of confederation,
and, being authorized by their respective States,
finaldly *¢ ratified and confirmed’ them. Inasmuch
as they were already in union, they did not speuk
of aceediing te the new articles of eonfederation,
but of ralifying and confirming them : and this
langunge was not used madvertently, because, in
the same instrument, weesssion is used in its pro-

mode and measure of redyess.

rescrved, wnd of consequence of thuse delegat-

¢ Wed ; wre not only without foundation in truth, ' firms it to be a compact batween sovereign Slales
- MLt are contrary to thie moste ceriain and plain | What precise meining, then, does he attach to
0 Wicioneal facts, und tine clesrest deductions of | the term eonsrifutionst 2 When applied to com-
GF Wrcuson 5 and that «ll exercise of power on the pacts between sovergign States, the term consti-
07 Wpart of the General Government, or auy of its de- | tutional affixes to thit word compae! no definite
b~ priments, chiming authority from such errone-|jdea. Were we to liear of a constitufinaal lcague
ne: M ous wssumptions, must of necessity he uncansti-| or treaty between England and Frunce, or a coa
ol Wiouad—must tend, dir cily andincvita ly, to| siitutional convention between Austria and Rus-
erf Waibyvert the sover ignty of the States, to desiroy | gia, we should not understand what could be in-
- the fed ral clioricter of the Union, and to rear| tended by such a league, such a treaty, or such !
scd MG s vuiius « consol dated Government, without |4 eanvention.  In these connexions, the word is
mh con<t:tutiing]l check or limitation, and which ! veid of all meaning 3 and yet, siv,’it is easy, quite
n;:e Mmust pecessarily terminate in the loss of liberty easy, to sce why the honorable gentleman  has
' a; e used it in these resolgtions. ~ He cannot open the
;gr- On Saturdn_\', the 16th of February, | book, and ]f)()k upon our writ_teu. frame of (’;‘ov-
the Mr., Carnuoux :-]mke in Uppusi’.iou to the cr_mn!.-nt, witllmut sezing that it 1bbcallcd a Con-
bill. stitution.’. This may well be appalling to him.—
s Mi. Weneres fullowed K It tl!rc-atmm.hrs w -ulg_- :!uct.rmc_ of eompact, and its
cite - L R . dﬂ_.:'hr]g' derivatives, G nullifcation :m'd 1eLcSSU01),
Iﬂim The gentleman frnm_ South-Carolina said, Mr. w:lh_ instant cunl'a_n_:mon. Becanse, if he fuln_m.-s
hile Winsiin, has admounislied us to be m_imlml of | our instrument of Goyernment to be a constitulion,
sosc [ ¢ ovinions of thos= who shall come afier us.— | then, for that very reasan, it is iot a compuct be-
- \r\lr must take our chance, sir, 4s to (he Light in | tween soverdigns; s coustitution of '(m_\'r::ium:_m,
jed. which posterity will regard us.  1donot deeline | and a compact betwgen sovercign Powers, being
pete s Jwilgment, nor withhold myself from its scru- [ things essentially uamlike in their very natures,
‘s QY Feelng that I am performing my publec |and incapable of evep being the sum.  Yet the
but duty with singlenees of heart, and to the best o | word constifutionis op the very front of the instru-
M wbility,. 1 tearlessly trust myseli to the coun-{ ment. He cannot overlook it. He seeks, there-
gphe iy, now and hereaft:r, and leave both my my- | fore to compromise the matter, and tosink all the
shull J'"72and my characier to ity decision. _ psubstantial sense of the word, while he retains a
53 The gentleman has terminated his speech in a| resembluance of its sound.  He introduces a new

musual in the halls of Coungress. But1 shall
ol suflfer myself to he exvited into warmth, by
bis donunciation of the measure wh':h 1 sup.

Bir he do:s Limself no justice,

W Eleering frum w patriotic cemmunity.

a A e fuotheld on which to stand, while lie might
royal USpiuy thie powers of his acknowledged talents.
s pets Wi, thitige benenth his feet is hollow and trea-
y dol=. }'}iﬁl'i s. e s ke o strong man sireggling in
p b W NOC s every cflim 10 extricate himself, only
The :""k“ b devper and deeper, © And 1 fear the
tﬁgi :“: "biavee may be curred stil furthsr 5 1 tear
% 11 o iniend ean s«fely come to his relief, that
Jease! by € Can approseh near enough to hold out a
pat OF <P Land, without dunger of going down |
- ol Hibise |y, -"I!i",
o the’ B¢ Loy bog.
. ‘-c_ , e honorabie gentleman has declared that on
¢ th e of the question, now in debate, may
mgl-l}‘ Fhciil e canse of liberty itself. T am of the
n 1‘ '©uponion 3 but t.en, sir, the liberty which ¥
e % stuked on the contest, is not political li-
£ L i.;”";","” wiy geveral wnd undefined character,
= W, " oW, well understood, and long eajoyed
piges W Doy, -
21 Plove liberty no less ardently than the
e, nowhatever form she may have ap-
b

pURE ot threat und defiance towards this Nl even
Bliou’ 1 it beconme « law of the land, altogeiher

It Among the feelings which at this moment | in this way he hopes
iH niy breast, not the least is that of regret at |as sutisfying the words of the instrument ; but he
pesnion in which the gentleman has placed
The
Ciy € u Wich lie has espoused finds no basisin tl,e
Clgtiiution—no succor from public sympathy—
He

It is true, sir, ‘that; the honorable member calls
'this a *¢ eonsritutional” compact ; but still he af-

perscnse, when appliéd to Canada, which wus
altofrether a stranger to the existing Union.—
¢ Canuda,” says the 11th article, ¢ arceding to
this confederation, and joining in the measures
of the United States, shall be admitted into the
Union.”

Having thususcd the terms rafi/u and confirm,
even in regard torhe old eanfi-deration, it would
hiuve been strangr-, indeed, if the people of the
United States, «f eris tormation, and when the ¥
came to ostzbish tie prosent Con Nitution, had

word of his own, viZ. compucf, as importing the
principal idea, and dasigned to play the principul
i part, and degrades cgnsfilutighi¥:nto an msignifi-
cant idle epithet, attached to empuict. The whole
then stands as a ‘¢ eonsfitutional compact™ ! And
%0 puss off « plausible gloss,

will find himself disaypointed.  Sir, I must say

substantive ; it imports a distinet and cleiir idea,

cal notions.
tax altngvthe!‘.
of politic:
school of
mean not

Nullificatiosn.

this is that word., We know no more of a consti

constitfutionul bill of exchange.

. - . (] -
libertiesis ; and we mean to maintain and de

meni g,

to the honorable gentleman, that in our Ameri-
can politicul grammay, CONSTITCTION isa noun

ofitsclf ; and it is not to lose its importance and
dignity, 1t isnotto be turned into a poor, ambi-
guous, scnseless, unfneaning adjective, for the
purpose of accommddating uny new sct of politi-
Sir, we reject his new rules of syn-
We ill not give up our forms
d speech to the grammuarians of the
By the constitution, we
¢ constitutional coinpact,” but stinply
and directly, the Coustitution, the fundamental
: kel _ law ; and if there be one word in the language,
o the bottomless depihs of this | which the people of the United States understand,

tutional compact between sovereign Powers, thun
we know of a consfitutional indenture of copart-
ncrship, a constitutiontl deed of conveyance, ora
But we know
what the Consstution is ; we know what the plain-
Iy written fundamentul law is; we know what
the bond of our Unionp and the sceurity of our

fend it, in its plain sense and unsophisticated

spoken of the S'a es, cr of th. people ot the
States; as arceding to this Const tatron.  Such
language wou'd have been ill suited to the ocen-
ston. T woua have anplicd an existing separa
fion or disunion smosg the States, such as never
hasexi ted since 177+ Nosuch lungu ze, ‘here
fore, wus used. ‘Il languare acrual’y cmploy
ed is, adopt, rutifv, crdain, establish.
T hervture, wir, since any 8 ut -, hefore she can
prove her righ 1o dissolve the Udior, must show
her sutiiority to undo what i s been done, no
State is at hberty to seccde, un the ground that
sie and o'her Stutes have done nothiaig but ac-
cede. - She must show thut she has a right to re-
verse whut has b-en orduined, o unsettle an
overthrow what hus been estubiished, to reject what
the peaple have adopled, and to break up what
they have ratified ; because these arc the terms
which express the trunstctions which huve actu-
ally tuken place. 1n other words, she must
show lLier rignt 10 make a revolution,
If, Mr. Piesident, indrawiag these resolutions,
the honoruble member hixd confined himself to
the use of constitution  language, there would
have becn a wide and awful Afatus between his
premises and his conclusion. Leaving out the
two words compact and accessicn, which are not
canstitutional modes ol expression, and st.ting
the mu ter precisely as the truth is, his first reso-
lution would have affirmed that the people of the
sereral States ratified this Constitwtion or form of
Government. These gre the very words of Sou h-
Carolma lersell, in her own act of ratification.
Let, then, his first resolution tell the exact truth
let it state the fact, preciscly as it exists ; let it
say that the people of the severa] Stites ratified
a Constitut.on, form of Government ; and
then, sr, what will become ot his inference in
hits second resolution, which is in these words,
viz: “that, as in ail ether cases of compuact, a-
mong sovereign parties, each has an equal right to
Judze fbr z'ts--{f‘ as well of the f!ifr‘u-r.'."fuu as of fiee
mode and measure of redress? 1t 1s 0ovious, is it
not sir, that thus co. clusiun requires for its sip
port quite other premises ; it r quires premises
which spesk of aceession and of conpact netwee n
sovereign Pnwers, and, without such premises,
it is altogether unmeaningr, ;
Mr. President, af the honorable member will
Constitution, and then stute what th.y must do
if they would now undo what they then did, he
will unavoid«bly stue a cuse of vevelution, Let
us see it it be not so. He must state, in the. first
place, that the penple of the szveral Stutes adopi-
d a- d rat fied this Constituiion, or firin of Go-
sernment ; and in the next place, ile must state

truly siate what the people did in forming thiss

tion <,

Al

ienc e.:, : i

Wliere sovera gn cnmmunities are parties, | authority” to huve been usurped or abused, the
thero is no éstent al difference between a com- | Aincrican colonies, now the United States, bade
peet, a confeder tion, and a leapue. They all [it defiance, and freed themscives from it by
r‘qluii_\ roston ' - ]llightr'd Fuath ot the sove- 1
Al 1zue, or confederacy, is but «
«ubsIsTiog or € AL niing treaty.

The gonticmar § resolations, then affirm, n
went. -tinr
neid together onl by o subsisiing treaty, resting
for s fulfilment .l eon inuance on no inherem
but on the phghted tsith of
cach State 5 ory, oooother “‘lll‘d*‘-,

roign partv,

Sect, that thirse

wower of 1ts own
s but a league, .4,

Cinlis ure sunj.c

hink% proper. -

Other conseque gés naturally follow, too, from
the ma n proposit. gn. It « lcazue betwesn sove-
no limitation as o the
of s duration, and Scontain nothing making it
perpetual, it subsists cnly during the good pleas
sure of the parties although no violation be com.
If, in th® opinion of either purty, it
bhe v uia'a-_;!, such Jariy may say that be will no
wnger fullil its ol i sw.iors on his puit, but wiil
consider the Wwhol : league or compact at an end,
.ne of its stiplations that

relgn powers have

p‘nin:'d ol

aithough it might be

1ese are Lhe Lrue que:--‘l

0 ’ . 2 . . 5
Hew me now, Mr. President, 1o inquire Fuh_: muniicipal administrations. 1t only threw off the
ther into th - extout of the pr positions contain- Jominion of a Power, claiming 1o he superior,
cdin the resoiwdio s aadmhicir necessary conse | and to have o rght in miany important respects,

u} as a consequence from this
proposition,” they, “riner whivm that, as sovu-
10 no superior power, the
States must deeid] o each for iteel’, of uny alleg
cd wiolation ot 1 e bowzne @ oand if such viniation
be supjuscd 10 h: e oceuried, each mav adep!
any mode or me, are of reurcss waich it suali

i should be pernetal. U,

Congress of the Cne | States and France, 1n
1798, declared n )l and vosd the troaty of alli-
ance between the Juited Statesand France, the’
it professed’to be 4 perpetual alliance.

t the league be accompanied
with s=rious injur s, the suffcring party, beiny
sule ju ige of lus « wa mode and measure ol re-
dress, has u r ght o ndemnity himselt' by repr'-
L sals, on%he «{en ling members of the l-agne;
and roptisc] of 1 e circumstances of the cuse
reoqu Te if, may b™ followed by direct, avower!,

If the viuldion

and punlic- war,

o) TeMaln a4 me-im!

ceeede at pleusur

litr own arm, at

an embargo Liw
secedes,

ma withdiaw

of South-Carclina

But, sir, a. third

1t, CONgTress i
condiion of the

the Cln Slp(:i'kt"

3, 0 as - ol ..1

that the: have aright o undu“l_.hia ; thalds o

W

alsy »
her opinion, malle
pockts of her citi ens illeg.lly, under pretcnce
of thislgw, and as he has prwer toredress their
wrongs, she may lemand satisfuction
retfused, si¢ may ‘:akc': it with astrong hand.
I'ne gentlemar ha "himself’ pronounced the col-
leetion of duties, u yder existing laws, 1o be no-
Ronbers, of course may be
rightfully disposses jed of tne fiuits of their flu-
gitious crimes : am , therefore, reprsals, impo-
silions on the coim cree of other States, foreign
alli cnces against the m, or spen war, are all modes
of redress justly ep ntothe discretion and choice
for sheis to judge of her own
rights, and to sey © sausfaction for her own
wrongs, in her own way.
ae is of opinion, not only
that these laws of { fipost are constituuoenal, bat
that it is the absoli 1e duty of Congress to pass
and to maintain suc , laws ; and 1hat, by omitung
to p s and mgintai them, its constitutionsl ob-
ligations woul.i be ;

thing bui robbery.

ot of

A

A

L

Rt

T'ne necessiry i+ port of theé resalutions, there-
f re, is, that the Usit.d Stutes are cennecied one-
I, by a lcague 5ttt is in the good pleasure of
every State 10 dec le how long she will clioose
tius leapue 5 thet any
Stat - may detirm e the extent of her own obli-
gations under 1y, 4 « acce prorreject what soall
be decided by 1hg whole ; that she also m y de-
termine whe-het if ramgits have been violated, |
what is tve v xient of. the injury done her, wnd|
whut mode and . gsure of redress her wrongs
may make it.ft uy ) expedient for her to adopt.
I'hie resu't of the, vhole is, that auy State muy
that any Stale may resist a
law which she her. If may choose to suy ¢ xceeds |
the power of Cun 1 ss; ang that, asa sovereiyn
Power, she muy 1 Fress her own grievances, by
fer own discretion ; she
muke reprisals, sh: may cruise against the pro-|
perty of other m:tibers of the lesgus ; she ma)
cuthor ze euptures atid make open war.

If, sir, i bebu rpolitical eondition, it istime | jons, or rather the very text of
the people of fhc United States understood it
jet“us louk for a n ument 1o the practical conse-
quences - f these (pinions.” Oune State, holding
iconstitntional,
her opinion xl wihdray from the
Anothe:, forming and expressing the
same judizment on alaw las ing duties onimports,

She secedes.
has bcen taken

vossly disrezarded.

l'iquished the pov ;r of proteciion, she mi_hi |
altege, and allege | wuly, Rersclf, and gave it up |
ro Congress, on the  tawith that Congress would

exercise 1t.  MiCoi.gress now s@fuse 10 exercise
S ,

;.5 she may inswist, breck the
N Aty and.ths manfestiy vio-
lite the constituti-n; and for this violution of
the Constitiilion, gh ;may threaren to secede also.
virginie may sececeand hold the fortresses in
““he Western States may se-
ceille, +nd t+ke to th 2ir own use the
Louisiany 1n«y seqzde, il she chioose, furm a _
forcign alilance, und bold the mouth oi the Mis fins o Law for ywl-:g-lmg manuiaciures, It is'ai".'. was Lut's proposal, tae mtry diaugh

L

-

.

That revolatien did not subvert Gevernment in
all its forms. It did not sunvert lucal baws and

to exercise legislaive autierity,  Thinking this

torine 1, how can othemStutes be satisfied with
this 7 Hew c.n they all allow her to be jud.e
o her own obligations?  Qr, if she mav judge
of her obhigstions, muy they not judge of ther
rghts also 7 Muay not the twenty-three enterta n
an opinion us well as the twenty-fiurth ? Aund,
Hl be their right in their own opImion, as ex.
pressed 1o the common council, 1o enforce the

meuns of a revolutions  Lat that revolut.on left |
them with thoir own municipal laws still, and |
[ the forms of local Givernmint, If Cursling now
[ shall eff-ctually resist the laws of Congress, if
| she shall be her own jurlge, t ke her remedy in-
| to her own hands, ob-yv thie laws of the Union
when she pleases, and disobev them when she
leases, she wilirelieve herselt fom a paramount |

United States are

that enr, Union

17

the same thing in 1776. 1In other words, she
will achieve, .s to herself, a revalution.

But, sir, whiie prucucal nubiifiestion in South-
Carolina would oe, as to herself, aciual and dis
inet revoluation, itg necessary tendency must al
<0 be to spread rovelution, and to bre .k up the
Censtitution, as to all the other States. [t
sirikes a deadly biow ut the vital principle of
the whole Umon. To uliow Stute res'stance to
the Liws of Congress to be rightful und proper,
to admit nullification in sume States, and yet
not expectlo see a dismemberment of the entine
Government, appears to me the wildest illu-ion,
and the most extravagunt folly. The gentleman
seems not conscious of the direetion or the ra-
pidity of his own course. The current of his
o.inion sweeps bim «long, he knows not whi-
ther, To beprin with nullific. tion, with the avow
ed intent, nevertheless, not tou proceed to se-
cession, dismemberme.t, and general revolution,
s us it one were 1o tuke the plunge of N ouwrara,
s ery oury that he wonld stop half way down,
In the one casz, w5 inthe othop, the rash adven-
turer must go to the bottom of the dark abyss
below, were it not that that abyss has no disco-
vred hotiom.

une

wn this principle, the

| Stutes, the whole page would be a polyglot

| power as disiinetly s the American colonies did | as the buiiders of Babel, and in dialects as much

[ovel the limits ot its authority, therefore, when

law agamst her, how is she to say that her night
and her ophmon are 1o be every thing, andtheir
right and itheir opinion nething ? '

Mr. President, if we sr*recei\;e the Con-
stitution us the text, and (N@® to lay down inits
margin, the contradictory commentsiies which
have becn, and which m.y be made by different
mdeed. It would speak with as muny tongues
cortsed, und mutually us uniutelligible. The
very iustance now befure us presents a practical
Musiraton.  The law of the last session is de-
clur-d unconsitutional in South-Carolina, and

ub_e\l-enc to it s refused. In vtier States it is ad-
mitted to be siricily constitutional.  You walk

y0u puss the State line.  On ane side it is law ¢
on ihe other side, a nuliity ; and yet it is passed
Ly a common Governiment, having the same au.
thority in all the Siates.

Such ure theinevitable results of this doctrine, -
Beginning with the original eiror, that the Con-
stitution of 1hie United States is nothing but a
compuct between sovercign Slates; ssserting,
in the next step, that each State has a right ta
be its own sole judge of the extent ofigs own:
abligations, and cunsequently of the comstitution «
ality of luws of Congress ; and, in the nextythat
it may oppose whatever it sees fit to declare un:
constitutional, and that it decides for itsélf on
{ the mode und measure of redress, the tl"‘ﬁﬂ*nl
[arrives at once at the conclosion that what a
State dissen's from it may nullify 3 whatit oppee’
ses, it may oppose by force ; whut it decides for

Nullifi wion, if siceessful, arrssts the power
of the liw, shsalves citizens from their duty,
subverts tiie foundation both of protection and
obedience, dispenses with oaths and obligarions
of allegiance, und elevates another authority to
suprvite command.  1s not this revolution /—
Aud 1t raisgs to sapreme commind four and
twenty distinct pawers, each professing to be
under a Gueneral Government, and yet each s=t-
nng 1ts laws at defiance .t pleassure.  Is not this
anurchy, as well as revaluticn 2 Sir, the coisti-
tution ot the United States was received asa
wiiole and tor thie wiole country. I it cannot
stuiel altogether, it cumnot stand in paris ;- and,
if the laws cannot be executed evey where, they
cannot long be executed any where.  The gen-
tleman very well knows that all duties and im-
| posts must be uniform throughout the conn ry.
tHe kuows that we cunnot have one rule or on
law for Scuth-Carolna, and another for other
Stutes.  He must see, therefore, and does sce,
every man sees, that the only alternative ig a re.
pedl of the laws, throuzhout the whole Union,
or their execution in Caroling as well as clse
where. Aod this repeasl is demunded becuuse
;a single Stae interposes her veto, and threatens
jresistance ! The result of the gentleman’s opin-

Liis doctrine, 18,
that no act of congress can bina all the Siates,
the constitutionality of which is not a.imirted by
all 3 or o other words, that no single State is

=>

may

y declure
wn.  She

o

posts. ‘Thisis precisely the evil experienced
under the old confederation, an:d for remedy of
which this constit1tion was adoptaed.  The lead.-
And as, in| ng vhject 1n establishing this Government, an

out of e

5 and, it

Ll

Stuies.

than-a name.
to purpos:s of reverie 3 finance, were nearly
+ dead letter.

She re-| sent ol

of th- Go¥
lier ordinar
its wuthority

She attacks the Government i
to rawe revenue, thesyery main

c.

eyery movement of thal syst=m must inevitabl
cea<e. It 15 of no avdil that she declires tha
| she dues not resist the jaw as a reVenu - law, by

blic lands.

SO

tex ocuted, Mon in arms are rta(l}‘ to resist its ex-

boun 1, sgainst its own dissent, by a law of im-

bj-ct forced on the country by the cgnd:tion
of the times, and the absolute necessity of the
Jaw, was 1o g’i\ct ¢ Doneress power tf‘_f‘ﬂ_\’ and
collect imposts witlioul the consent of ‘particular
The revolutinsry deit remained un-
naid ; the national treasury was bankrupt ; the
coun:ry wiasdestitate of credit ; Congress issued
its reqi’sitions. on the St.tes, and the States neg.
lected them, ' there was no power of coercion
but war; Congress could not lay imposts, or
otier taxes, bv its ows anthorty ; the whole
General Government, therefore, was littl: more
The sriicles of confederation, sx

The country sought to escape
from this.condition, at nuce feeble and disgr.c.
ful, by consinuting a Governd¥ent wlucn should
have power of itseif Lo luy duties and taxes, and
lo pay the public’debt, and provide for the
reneral welfure ; and to lay these duties and
taxes in all the States, without asking the con.
the State Governmenuts. - 1'iis was the
very powet on which the new constitution was
to depend for all isTahility to do good ; and,
without it, it e¢an be no Government now or at
any time. Yet, siv, it is preciszly uguinst (his pow-
er, 50 absolutely indispensable to tiwe very being
nment, that South.Carolina irects

spring of the whale system 5 an, if she suuce&

itself, it may exccute by ils own power; and
.lhut, in "hnri, it 18, it.livlf, supreme over the ]gg.f )
jislavon of Congress, and supreme over the de-
cistons ol the nautionad judicatar ;
the Constitutign of the r:nllntry*%-J 1
the supreme law of the Jand. Howe
to protect” itself ugainst these plaii-
j by saying that an uncenstoutional lawsiy {
fanl thatat only oppeses sugh laws as are uncos=
stitutio. al,_yet tiis does not in the stightest de-
' gree valey the result ; since it insists on deciding |
this question for itselt ; and, in opposition to reg
501 alul argument, in oppositiod to practice a.i!f
experience, 1n opposition to the judgment of
jothers, having un cqu'l right to ju‘lg‘c, it Suys,
Loly, « Suchris my opiminu, snd my opition shudl
be my law, and I will support it'by my own
| strong hand, 1dencunce the law; | declare it an-
'cnnatnu']nn-!; thut is enough ; it shull not be

£
o

»

ccuuon. Anatiempt to enforce it shall coverthe wi -
land with blood. Elsewhere it may he binding ; ‘
but hete it is trampled under fuot.”” !
Tuis, sir, 18 practical nullification .-
. And now, sir, aguinst all these theories and
vpinions, I muntin—

1. That the Constifution of the United Statey
1snot a league, contederacy or compact, beiwecn
the people of the several Stat s oo their sovers
cign cmpacities; but a Government proper,
| founded oa the adoption of the people, and cred”
stin: direct relations between itself and individa-
418

2. That no State authority has power to dis-
olve these relations ; that nothing can dissolve
them but revolution ; and that, eouscquently,
there can be no such thing as secession without
revolution. | 7 '

3. That there is a supreme law, consisting of
the Constitution of tiie United States, acts of
Congress passed in pursnance of it, and treatics,
and that, in cases not capable of assuming the
character of a suit 1n law or equity, Congress
must judge of, and finally interpretthis supreme’
law, 50 often as it hus cccusion 10 pass scts of
legislation : and, in cases capable of sssumi '
and actunlly assuming, the charicrer of a suit,
the Supreme Court of the United States is ihe
final inkerpreter.

4. Thutan altempt by a State to abrogate, an-
nui, or nullify an act of Congress, or to arresti.s
operation within her limits, on the ground that,
in her opinion, such law is unconstitutionsl, is a
direet usurpation on tie just powers of 1he éé—
neral Government, and on the equal rigins of
other States, a plammvyiolation of tiie Constitution
| and & proceeding essentially revolutionary in its
clizracter and Wgndency. :

Whuiner the Consutution be a compact be-
tween Stales in tiseir sovereign capacities, isa
question which must he mainly argued from woat
b coatained i1 the instrument itself. We il g

ree that it 15 an strument which has beer in
(e Way, cluthed with power. We'al' admit
al 1t speaks with authonty, The firs: (qu-e
an thew is, what docs it say of itseit ? W. ap
(ovs it puipori to be 7 Does it awls usef g
lirague, coufuderacy, or com Cl L. v 2eR i en
reign Siates? 1t 18 to be i) Ted, st that
v Constitution began 16 sp.ak ony saew ots
Uanl 2 wos ra n: B a 8
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