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¥ may co-operate to secure the assent of all
i sections to this necessary reform, deter-
fmined to pursue the course indicated by
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To the Perople of North-Carolina.

—_———

The general right of a majority of the
nalified voters in a State, to alter their
‘onstitution in any manner which may
suit the pleasure of that majority, is, in|
nr country, indisputable.  But the prac- |
ice of the American States has determin-
ed, that the most ordinary, and perhaps
herefore, the most appropriate, method
f remedying Constitutional evils,is thro’
the medium of a SraTr CoNvEnTION, au-
thorized, and ia its incipient steps, regu-
lated by law.  Accordingly more than
30,000 freemen «of this State petitioned
the last General Assembly, to provide
means for the cure of evils in their Con-
stitution, against which they have becn
complaining for more than 50 years. _'l'hi%
application was made underthe additiona

sauction of your Bill of Rizhts, which re:
serves to the Peonle a right ¢ fo petition
the Legistature for a redress of their griev:
ances.and toinstruct their Representatives;”
but it was rejected by the House of Com-
mons, afier having passed the Senate.

On the eveningof the day wher this Bill

Perquimons 800 6300 4300

. Person 850 8300 5400
' Richmond 850 7900 5600
i Robeson 650 8400 6200
" Sampson 980 10200 7600
Tyrreil 430 4200 3300
Wshington 600 3900 2700
ivne 1650 9000 6600
Bortie 1500 9600 5300
Craven 1800 11900 7200
Edgecamb 2000 12100 7600
Giranville 1900 15700 9400
Ialifax 2100 13800 a=s0u
New-Hanover 2300 8600 4900
Northampton 1200 10300 5100
Piut 1300 10000 6800
Wiarren 1500 8900 4200
Wake 2500 17200 11400
Anson 1000 12200 . 9100
Buncombe 1000 15600 14500
Burke 1400 16200 14000
Chaotliem 1300 3500 10100
Cumberland 1R60 12800 9000
Caswell 1300 12600 8400
Calivirus 800 7900 6500
Davidson 940 12700 11300
Guilford 1400 17700 15700
~Fredell 1100 13800 11500
Lincoln 2050 21000 17600
Mecklenburg 2000 17200 12500
Montgoniery 800 10000 8300
Orance 2300 20900 1F000
Rockingham 1100 11200 8100
Randolph 950 11800 10600
Rowan 1700 18390 14509
Rutherford 1500 16200 14000
Stokes 1300 15100 13900
Surry 1000 13700 12300
Wilkes 600 11400 10300

Are your laws founded upon the public
will ? Make choice of the basis which ac-
cords best with your opinions of equal
right and justice, whether it be taxes a-
lone, white population alone, or federal
population alone ; or population and tax-
cs combined—still, you will perceive that
in this State, a minority of one-third gov-
ern and tax a majority of fwo-thirds. The
35 counties first named in this table elect
a majority of both Houses of the General

for taking the sense of the People was re-
jerted, a meeting of the Representatives
ofa majority of the people took place for the
purpose of adopting such measuresas were
best calculatedto meet the just expectati-
ons of the majority. The greater number of
them believing that a fairand free discus-
sion of the alterations to be groposed by
your Constitution, and of the grounds up-
on which a ¢hange is demanded, would
reconcile thé minority to their adoption,
were unwilling to recommend to their
constituents an exercise of the right to
proceed zeithout the sanclion of legislative
authority ; but hoping that a commen in-
ferest, a scnse ofjustice, a proper respect
for the fundamental principles of popular
governments, and a disabuse of the pub-
lic mind as to the motives of a majority,

their proceedings now laid before you.—
The question is thus presented before the
highest human tribunal. = Anappeal has
been taken from the servants of the peo-
ple to the sovereign peaple themselves,
and fo us has been delegated the trust of
presenting it to you for determination.—
Our duty will be best performed by omit-
ting every appeal to your passions and
prejudices, and we content ourselves by
laving before you FACTS, which make
this appeal irrgsistible, if it is to be deter-
mined by the rules of justice, palriotism
and canior. '

I. UNEQUAL REPRESENTATION.

“The first and prominent defect in your
State Constitution, which it is praposed
to correct, is that part which allows #o
each county three members in our Genenal
Assembly, without regard to its size, po-
pulation and taxes. Thisis the source of
gross injustice, of loud complaint and of
great political evil.  Aware how easily
you may be deceived into a distrust of ge-
neral statements made in a political Ad-
dress,. and desirous to advance none that
can deludeéd we have carefully prepared
from the Official Reports of our Financial
Officers and the last census taken under
the authority of the United States, a Ta-
itk which exhibits, at one view, the an-
nual Public Taxes, Federal Populatien
and Frhite Population of each County in

the State. 1t is here inserted, and we
beg you to examine it : '

TABULAR STATEMENT of Taxes, and White
Population anil Federal Population of the Coun_ |
ties of North-Carolina, compiled from the Reversue |
List of: 1832, zfml the Census of ¥R30, - ] |

Cy I ‘I’uhﬁc Federal White
- T'axes. |Population.|Population;
Ashe $ 450 6800 6400
Beaufort 1080 9300 6300
Bladen 700 6600 4500
Brunswick 500 5300 3000
Columbus 300 3700 8000
Currituck 400 6700 5200
Camnden 650 5900 4500
Cliowan 1000 5200 2700
Carteret 450 6000 4800
Duplin 980 . 9600 6700
Franklin 1100 8700 . 5300
(.-:-:h-a 700 6400 3300 |
Greene 650  £200 3900
Hyde 400 5100 4000
Herttord 1000 7000 33¢0
Haywood 360 4500 4250
Jones 500 4400 2300 ¢
J-»Im_-_\h_.ln 1050 9590 TU(H')‘ f
Lenoir 700 6100 3700
Maeon 400 5200 4900 ¢
Moore 430 7100 6000
-}\{nrt:n 970 TI00 5000
Na=l H70 TOM0) 4500
Onsdony 70 6eoo 4500
Piequotank BIU0 7600 5000

Assembly, and vet they pay no more than
one-third ol the public taxes. They con-
'tain but very few exceeding one-third of
the Fideral population, and npt one-third
of the FFhife population of the State ! Is
[ this equal ?

The necessary expenses of your Stafe
Government are about 80,000 dollars per
year, aud according to its organization,
each county is a source of precisely the
same cost to the public revenue, and there
being 64* counties, the proportien of each
is $1250. But the same S35 counties
which contribute less than one-third of
this revenue, cost more than nalf of the
total amount. By recurring to the table,
you will perceive that they pay $22,790,
while they cost $51,250, which is an ex-
cess of 18,460 dollars cost, beyond their
ageregrte faxes. lsit just, thatthey should
electa majority of the Legislature-?

Some of these counties cost you four
times as much as you pay, others three
times as much ; many others, twice as
muach. Is it just, or wise, that their re-
presentation should be equal to the others ?

There are 24 counties whose aggregate
expense to your government is more than
double their aggregate public tax ; aud
20 of these do not pay into the Treasury
a sum equal fo the wages of their own
Menibers, added to a just proportion of
incidental charges of legislation alone :

5,400 dollars only, whose representatives
alune receive back 8000 dollars! Is this
right 2 Is it just towards a free penple
whose revolutionary struggle rested upon
the basis *tthat taxation and representa-
tion should. go together ?*’

There are 40 counties in the State which
do not pay taxes to cover their cost to
your government, and is it prudent to re-
fuse your aid in correctitg the rule which
vests them with the power of electing
two-thirds of your law-givers?

Do the counties, which are thus defi-
cient in their contributions (o your pub-
lic revenues, and so onerous by their cost,
contain a federal or white population
which can make up their claims to the
representation they have? Are they in
a condition to give personal services, or
to bear personal burdc-s, which justify
this exemption from pecuriary burdens
while they have equal representation with
the lurgest'counties? A relerence to
the table of their population will deter-
mine this question beyond all contradic-
tton.  Look at it, and thes let reason
and conscienceanswer these enquiries.—-
'_['lre:r population is as disproportionate
to the power they exercise, as their taxes
have been shown to be.

- Oneé man, in one section of the State,
has as much political weight as seven in
another, or siz in another, or Jfive in ano-
ther, &e.  Two-thirds of the community
pay one-third of the same community to
be their masters. Disguise it as you may
this 1s the naked truth, We would not
weary vou by comparing the population
and taxes of separate counties together,
nor can it be necessary that we should.

Y¢t we must uot omit to state, that this
subject has brought into existence and
fosters a spirit of sectional hostility, which
mars the peace ol your Legislature, and
materially impedes the advancement ol
the common good. 'This is so plainly
true, that none who has any regard for
his character, will venture to deny it.

These are some of the reasons which

e —

* A new county was ereated at the last session,

lnlltas its Ntatisties have not been escertuned, 1t 1s
unpdzsible to take it lnto aecouns.

and 12 of them pay an aggregate tax of

the Unite:dl States, was 53,000.

-
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sustain the demand that has been mad®|proposed to submit a planor remedying

for KquaL Rigurs.

The largest vote ever taken in the |or. in plainer words, by® ¢* increasing the

State. at the Eleetion for President of |public tazes.” Byt the people, by a vote
At|of 30,000 freemen, petitioned the same

the last August election more than half,
that number voluntarily voted in favor|
of changing this feature of your Consti-
tution 3 and if palls had been kept open
in all the counties under the authority of
law, there is no doabt that nearly two-
thirds of the voters would have sanction-
ed it. A majority then, demand this re-
form of their Government, and will the
minority refuse to provide for it by the
established forms of law 2  Can they do
s0, and be consistent in their attachment
to Republicanism? Is the privilege too
trifling to create such zeal and persever-
ance among those who ask it ?  "Then the
sacrifice will be less tn those wha yield
up a sower to which they can lay co just
claim.  But the right of representation——
a fair and equal representation of the
people—=is now ansther name for civil
freedom 3 and the strugele for it can nev-
er cease while the spirit of Libérty ex-
ists in our land. Freemen who resist
ity do injury to themselves—they canunot
enter upon such a warfare, without sell-
ing their principles as slaves to the spirt
of party.  Policy, patriotism and self-in-
terest, unite in requiring them to do jus-

tice and preserve equality in their Govern-
ment,

II. THE LEGISLATURE.

By your present Coustitution, the Gen-
eral Assemb'y meect annually, and it 1s
propesed to alter it," so as to have bienni-
al sessions, except in cases of emergengy ;!
and at the same time, to diminish the
number of members. }

This is a propesition in which «/ are
interested, and the alteration is demand-|
ed as weil by your necesstirs as by your
inferest.  One portion of your Represen-
tatives have been engaged in excited
strife against anothier, and the people
hiave been agitated by these sectional con-
fests, until both Representatives and peo-
ple seem to have lost sight of the Finan-
cial concerns of the State. We propose
to invite your attention to'this subject—
to point out, if we can, the main cause ol
evils which will be shewn to exist, and
disclose the remedy that is proposed.

In atime of profound peace: without
any effurt deserving the name of of an at-
temp! to carry on great public works, for
developing the resources and improving |
the internal communication of the State;
without any serious loss of public funds;
nay, at the close of a most profifable spe-
culation in the Stocks of Banking corpo-
rations, vou will be surprised to hear that
the Treasuryis wrelchedly poor. and that
in all human probubility, the next Assem-
b'y may not find unappropriated.money in
it sufficient to pay their wages!! W
have no desire to mislead, aud no motive
to deceive you ; but to anticipate the at-
tempts of those who may think it is their
interest to do so, (if there be any such,)
we will present you the official evidence
in our rveach:

The Comptroller’s Statement to the I.t‘;isl:\l‘wre of
1833, puts down the lalance of Cush in the Treasu-
ry, on November 1st, 1833, at 957,817

A part of this, to-wit: $17,970, was the
unexpended balance of p50,0::0, ap-
propriated by the Legislature in 1832,
for re-budlding the Capitol, and which
has been expended since the Report,

17.970 |

Leaving in the Treasury an unappropri-
ated balance Nov. 1, 1833, of £39.907
Now the expenses of the Legislature for
1833, paid at the Treasury on the 11th
of January, 1834, wure
The sums paid, and to be paid before
“the 1st day of November next, for the
salaries of Executive, Judicial and
otlicr officers of the State, amount to
The incidental charges of Legislation
and contingent charges of the Govern-
ment, to be paid in like manner, will
exceed
The appropriations made by the Legis-
kature of 1833, for re-building the Ca-
pitol—for defending suits—for compen-
sating Commissioners to revise the
Statute Laws, &e. &e. to be paid in
like manner, will exceed

$42,000
30,000

8,000

80,000

Making an aggregate of $160,000
To cover these appropriations for ne-
cessary expendilures the following sums
of money will be in, or receivable af, the
Tregsury, on or before the Ist day ol
November, 1834, to wit:

Balance before stated, unuppropriated on the 1st of

Nov. 1834, $39,907
The ordinary revenue of the State not -
exceeding 63,000

The amount of 2d dividend of Capital
Stock in the Bank of Newbern, being
20 per cent. on 1818 shares, payable
1st of March, 1834,

The amount of bonds for sale, of Trea-
surer Haywood's property, uncollccted

36,360

Nov. lst, 1534, 2,500
Making together, the sum of $146,767

Or 813,233 less than the amount of indis-
pensable demands upon the Public Trea-
sury, during the current year.®

Is this the result of accident 2 Tt has
been foreseen and foretold.  The dinance
Committee of 1832 and 1835—the Trea-
surer in his Reports to the Assembly,and
the Governor by message in 1833, have
called npon the Legislature to anticipate
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‘OURS ARE THE PLANS OF FAIR DELIGHTFUL PEACE, UNWARP’'D BY PARTY RAGE, TO LIVE

. |

LIKE BROTHERs”

this evil by «“increasing the Revenue ;|

budy to removelhis grievance by dimin-
ishing their numfgy and making their ses-
sions_biennial.- The call of the people
was disregarded and the proposal of the |
Committee wa$ never acted upon.—
Where will yoiglook for the causes of re-
sults like these? The answer is not dif-
ficu!t to be made.:

The expense&al your government have
increased  with  the multiplication of
counties. Wher public convenience made
the erection of a few county nreessary and
wiwrotduble, 1n pne section of the State,
another has been frequently erecied else-
where without Mecessity in order o pre-
serve legislative. power among the latter,
Tlie reeollectiodi of men who have outliv-
ed their pnrty."fceiiu::s will attest this
statement, awdif it did not, we are sus-
tained by vour Statote bpok, and the re-
corded praceedings of the General Assem-
blies. ‘Thus thé Sta‘e which was in 1776,
divided into 36 counties, (including the
whole of what is now Tennescee) has ce-
ded away theBetter half Bi lier teritory,
and the remainder is cat up into 63 coun-
nes. ‘The Assembly which was once com-
pused of 115 members has gone on to in-
crease 10 202. ~Their sessjons which were
onice held-3 and 4 and 5 wecks only, are
now held 8 weeks.  Their sessions which
once cost B15,000, now cost thes penph:
$50,000 ; and-a government which unce
cost less than® §40.600. apnually, unow
costs $80,000 and upwards- Have these
increased demands op the Treasury in
any way, been caused by the expepse

plete redress, except by reforming the
Constilution. The censorious may setdown
the evil to a want of public spirit and pa-
triotiam among your servants, but it will
not be just to do it.
might, it is true, increase your taxes., and
thus alleviate the evils by remaving some
of their canses ; but the effect would be
temporary only, and were it otherwise,
they have given the eclearest proof that
this would be an unwelcome remedy, by

declining for two years and more to apply
it

The Legislature

You can ferceive how ineffectual it

wauld certainly be as asrelief to any,
wiilst it would be ungenerous to some
sections. and unjust to others.
coynties who pay revenues beyend their
cxpenses might unite in proposing a like
partial remedy by requiring each county
to pay its own members ont of the counry
Treasury 3 bat it is vain to discuss a pro-
position of thiskind where two-thirdshave
a direct interest to oppose it, These how-
ever, and all other legislative action un-
sanctioned by the sovereign will, would
be temporizing expedients. The evil is
a great one ; its causeis the constitution-
al ovganization of the Legislature ; the
Penple alone can correct it.

. True, there are 8117 000 dollars in the
hands of the Treasurer which we have not
reckoned in our preceding estimates be-
cguse the sum has been set apart by law
to accumulate as a School fund, and is
subscribed to the new Bank b
ident and Directors of that fund under
the direction of our last General Assem-
bly. "True it is, likewise that the Srate
owns Bankstock to a considerable amount
diminished as it has becn by a regular an-
nual drain to supply these annual defici-
ences. T'hesestocks have been the means

Those

y the Pres-

of the Judiciary ?  Let any one point out¥of creating false hopes in many respects-

the addition of/a hundred dollars for the
expenses of the Judiciary since it awaspla-
ced upon a respectable basis and saiwd
0 the absoluté necessities of the Stae,
and we will show him in return the add;
tion of twice the amouiit to the Legisla-
tive department ; although while the lat-
ter has been gwing less suited to its pur-
poses, the lortier has been improved, —
Have they arigen [romn the expenditure of
money for public works #  Let the hum-
bled pride of your Stateanswer. Not une
monument of pablic spirit is within your
borders, unless it may be your University,
and for that, ybu are indebted to the pa-
teiotism and [liBerality of individual con-
tributors.  Ar€they the resnlt of any un-
profitable speci-lations or pecuniary loss ¢
Far otherwise s the truth.  The State b
embarkiny crefit in the- three old Banks,
has realized aclear profit of one million

I"v) has thereﬁ}' not hastened on, but de-
tayed the day ¢t her poveriy, or, we nizht
more correctl® say, has postporied the day
of its discovery ; and yet the greater part
ol it has been.already squandered, and
he last dollar will soon be consumed un-
jess some salutary Reform.can be intro-
duced into theé Government.

W hence then does it happen—1What s
the real cause of this intolerable public
evil ? = :

1. ¢ Theordinary revenue is between
12,000 and 15,000 dollars lesg than the
necessary annual expense of the goverg-
ment, and this has been the case for many

nance, and so have your legislative Com-
mittees reportéd. ‘Thesources from which
this deficiency has been supplied, (viz:
the Bank Dividends and tax) are of fate
nearly discontinued and will*soon be ex-
hausted.

in consequeinice vl their increased num-
bers and longer sessions.
sessions.are Lroyphtabout by several cau-
ses 3 one is, that **large bodies move
slowly,” am_&; another; that sectional par-
ty strife has grown up from the demands
fur reform ofithe Constitition en one side,
and a determiiied resistance to it on the
other ; another is that the Legislature is
clothed with the power of electing Militia
Officers, J&tices of the PeaceSand the
Governor, ar ¢ these elections create con-
tests and electioneering ; anotheris, thata
system of loral legislation for patticular
counties had becowme habitual, and is un-
checked. )

Il the caudes are lhere truly assigned,
(and that (héy.are in a great degree none
will doubt.j.can you be at an» loss for
the remedy of-your condition ¥ The ex-
penses of the Legislature may be dimin.
ished more than 25,0C0 dellars per annum
by reducing the number of members to
120 or 15Q, and by baving biennial ses-
stons.  Thusy its annual cost may be re-
duced below one-third of the revenue.—
By this weans, and by transferring to
the people thé right of. électing their Go-
vernor, and-By giving the apyipointment
of MilitiaOfficers and Jh-tices of the Peace
to somne gthee triquii. *its sessions will
be shorteneds. You will be relieved from
the dishonor and expense which sectional
controversiel entail upon the State, by gi-
ving equal réipresentation to every part of
the commurfity, according to a scale of
population and taxation combined, and
these together will furnish a salutary
clieck ulz:m Jucal legislation.

Can you call this question a seclional

these thiugs. The Committee of Fiuzmce[

‘
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* e note at he bottom of ££ 4 column.

questinﬁ P %hat pormn ofrthe Siate—
what cornfyis not deeply interested in

years” —-0 say your public officers of Fi=-

2. Fhe General Assembly costs |
yearly four or five sevenths of the revenue |
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its accommodation > There is no cum-

of blame.

. the Ist division of Capital,

~cerding estimates. ;
. residue of Stoek in the Bank of New-

.

Sticks.
1élt in a few years,

the State Bank, which this Bank is

~now dividing among the proprietors,
. . Iy /, ot l .

of dollurs, and (as we will shuw present- | *
' tv of law, at $30 per share; but the

The Stockholders valaed it by authori-

State reccived $50 upon the share at
It is ex-
pended—not re-invested. Henee, the

" residuc of Stock will be $30 per share,
;or
The State owns 1818 shares of Stock in

the Biunk of Newbern, in the same

¢ condition—valued by the Stockheldors
© at $65 per share, (worth $70.) but the
i State received last year, at st divi-

dengd of Capital, $25 on the share,

- ‘and receives this year, at a second di-
* vidend thereof, $20 on the share.—

T'he formee isexpended, not re-invest-
ed—ithe latter is included in the pre-
Hence. thereis a

Dern, equal to $25 on the share, or

'Mhe agrregate of these two values of

Stock, is

P3ut there is a deficicney already shown
" of

1ere are about $70,000 Treasury notes
redeemalle at the Treasury, (includ-
ing 10,000 which we have anderstood,

. are redeemmed and burned, but which
3. These long | «

come into next yeur’s Creasury Re-
}mrl.) which notes were issued to pay
for the Bank Stocks,

Tl Legislature have directed the whole

Btatute Laws to be digested for publica-
tion, and, at a very mo:lerate estimate,
it will cost $10,000 more to publish
thein,

'I"h}*sc, added together, will make

:\Iiﬂ_lwing deducted from the above

bulance of 123,490, the difference 18
the real ainount of your State B;m_k
& Nevbern Bank Stocks, which will

‘be on hand at their close, viz:

§128.490

‘They who used them for that parpose,
hagl good reason to believe, that no pru-
dent State would permit her necessary
expenses to exceed the ordinary revenue,
¢ |and therefore, may be entirely acquitted
But it has been said,
"equal truth and force, that your affairs
hase ¢¢ come to a crisis,” when all your
sefvants are bound to lay the truth as it
i3, before the people and leave tlie result
to their patriotism and intelligence. Per-
1t us, to give you some account of
these funds, to shew (as we ean without
¢oubt,) that more than half the amount is
glready consumed by the thrifiless course
af public proceedings. and to demonstrate
Low soon the other half will follow it, un-
Iess there is some efficient reform:

Y ["fhe State owns 2768 shares of Stock in

with

933 040°

——

$13,233

70,000

10,000

93,233

835,527

A sum barely sufficient to meet the or-

dinary revenue for two years 3 but which
may .not be received in time to auswer
that object for the present year.
. We wish to put the whole case before
vou. The State owns also $200.000 worth
of Stock in the Bank of Cape Fear not
taken into view by us, because the char-
ter of thatinstitution is extended, and
therefore the Stock cannot be used unless
it is sold to meet the wants of the Govern-
mept,and gradually consumed by the same
operations that have wasted the other
This Stock 1s all that will be
(with_the addition of
a few Bank shares belonging to the School
Fund) of the Capital and profits derived
by the Siate from Bank Dividends aud
tures and bonus, for charters. The amnum
uf these profits is thus stated in the o'l
cinl report of a Committee raised by the
Legislature of 1832, viz: :

*Kince this Address was prepared, the State Bank

hasgdeclared a 20d Dividend of Capital, by wii=h
the State recvives $20 per share the present year
hut this c1n muke no diifercnee in the general resalt
of these ealeulations, however it may relieve the peo-
sent necessity of our Treasury.

Dividends of profits to 1832, from the

three Banks, , $86_0,0'JO
Taxes paid hy the Bank of Newbern &

Cape Fear, 1832, 240,000
Bonus paid by ditte ditto 36,000
Togecther, equal to $1,136,000

Bat, besides this, the State owned
$125,000 in government stocks, which the
economy of earlier days had provided, &
which were invested in these Banks, and
it is sunk with the rest. Mark it! Here
ave one million and a quarter reduced to
nne-fifth of that sum, and thouzh the lat-
ter is diminishing every vear, by the ne-
crssary expenses of the Goverllment—hr
the expensiveness of legislation—you will
ve urgsd to withhold the instructions, by
which alona, this can be effectually check=
ed.  Fellow-Citizens, will you listen ta
the counsels of mere sectiona! party-spi-
rit- under such circnmstances ! Or will
you heed the calls of sacred justice, and

e lighten »d patriotism, seconded as they

are. by tlra warninas of self-interest 7 Lot
not passiun, nor prejudice answer the en-
(quiry.

‘This <uhjects presents a forcible appeul
to such punong you as desire to see the
State embatk upon a scheme of Tuternal
[wprovements, suited to her necessities,
and calculated to elevate her character.
Were a loan t1ken by the State, sufficient
to commence nperations in‘such a work,
the funids must be under the control ef a
Government winse necessary expenses
exceed the ordin Ay revenue $15,0090 per
year, and who d-ves not know, that the
system would be & ¢*scape goat” to the
sin of all other expeuditures, and become
odious 2 Would the people at large be
taught to discriminate when it is natori-
ous that lew among yo1 possess or have
sought #fter any knowledge of our finan-
ces for mauy years ? Depend upon it, you
will never commaud monzy for the ex-
penditure, or enterprise to pursue a sys-
tem of great public works, if you are to
rely upon anincrease of taxes equal to the
present deficiency of revenue for govern-
mental purposes, added to the enlarged
demand on it for the interest of a State
debt.  Far be it from us, te damnp the ar-
dor of patriotism in the pursuit of an ob-
ject 80 worthy of the State, so necessary
to her prosperity and her character. But
these are not times for concealing facts.
The occasion requires of us to state with-
out fear what we believe to be true. I,
however, the State expenses can be dimi-
nished bya judicious reform, and harmony
restored to “her counsels, then the pro-
ceeds of your Hestern Lands when dispo-
sed of, and your remnant of Stocks, will
leave you the wmeans to meet the itkerest
of a loan tor Linprovements, and there
cannot be a doubt of success, unless N.
Jarolina is destined to occapy in history
the chapter of exceptions forever. '
"Tedious as we have been on this point,
we feel constrained to add, that the ex-
pensiveness of your Legislatare, is not
the only objection toits present orgabiza-
tion.  Atan early period of our bhistory
as a State, the annual weeting of your
Representatives was perhaps wise a'nt{ne-
cessary 3 but now, it afflicts the country

two evils where it corrects one. The
statute book is laden with laws whicl®
three men were permitied by courfesy to
pass for the county represented by them,

without debate among the rest of your re-
presentatives, merely because they were
local. Unless some prudent check is ap-

plied, a few mofe years will give each
county a code of its own. ' Local legisla-

tion ** has increased, is increasing, and

ovght to be diminished.” We way be

decived, but we think it proceeds from

County representation in both branches of
the Legislature. T'he people are neot in-

formed of the acts of one Assembly, be-

fore another Assembly has met and may

have repealed or modified them. They

are never able to test the sazacity of their

Representatives by the results of experi-

ence, under the laws they-have been the

instruments for making, before a new e-

lection.  Kven the Sheriffs of the State,

are not unfrequently ignorant of material

alterations made in the laws for collect-

ing the revenue, unlil after they have in-

curred the forleiture of neglecting their

provisions. These, weconfidently assert,

are some of the legitimate (ruits of @anual

Legislatures. .

II..

We have anticipated, by the preceding
remarks, the statement of that basis of
representation  which is demanded, and
the reduction of members, which iis pre-
posed. If there be any more jast and re-
publican standard, let it be offered. It
is to rezulate the scale of representation
according to ZTuxes and Population. 1t
i noi proposed by any, that your repre-
sentation should be based on either of
these separately.  Such charges, are the
pretests of a prejudiced opposition to re-
form. 1'ut 1o meet in a spirit of concili-
ation, even the prejudices, and te agcom -
modate the habits and views of the mino-
ritv, the majoritys who ask this measuro
of justice, have pledsed themselvas, “thag
each Courily, no matier how small ll‘fli
pulation or taxes, must have 1he.tgl-r
of one member, whatever the ratio &
be which is fised on. | It is me cth

sirict fqunlil}' rvquirrd of themn, bat e
' wiil

e

(dv not believe that any huivan power,

by too much legislation ; it engenders

-

-




