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place continues’ in the
on of France./ Our first trexty with pone
gFthese powers—th/Emperor of Moracco—was’
grmed in 1786, apf was limitedto fiftyr years.
_ 3. # period has Amost expiyed. I shall take
sﬁ to reney it with the greater satisfaction
4s its stipulation/are juste,and liberal, and have
been, with mutyal fidelity and reciprocal advan-
tuge, mpul sly fulfilled.
*« Intestine dysentions -have
curred to m# the prosperity,

~
Tl

too" frequently oc-
interupt the com-

, and/distract the governments of most of
the nationgof this-hemisphere. whi¢h have sepa-
erfselves from Spain: When a firm and
understanding with the "parent coun-

ave produced a formalaeknowledgment
of in endence, and the ides of danger
| from' ‘Quarter, can be no longer entertained,
the end?if om expect that' these coun-

trieh 50 favored by nature, will be distinguished
foy'their love of justice' and their  devotion to

Fellowe-Citizens of the Senate
and House q’{'Repr&mfﬂﬁvﬂ; A

In performing my duty at the opening of yovt
present session, it gives me pleasure to eongrat-
ulate vou again updn the prosperens ctmdit'a;f of
our beloved country.: Divine Providence/has
fxvored us with géneral health, with rich reyards
in the fields of agritultureand in every branch of
khor, and with peace to cultivate and extend the
farjous resonrces nﬁnich employ the virtae and
arterprise of our citizens. Let us trust that, in
grveying a scene so flattering to our free insti-
wtions, our joint deliberations to preserve them
pay be crowned with success.

Our foreign relations continue, with but few
méeptions, to maintain the favorable aspect which
fiev bore in my last annual. message, and pro-
mise to extend those advantages which *the prin-
dnles that regulate our intercourse with .other
ptions are so well calculated Lo secure.

The question of the northeastern boundary is
il pending with Great Britain,” and the propo-
siion made in accordance with aresolution of the
senate for the establishment of a line according
wthe treaty of 1783, has not been acceptéd by
that Government. Believing that every dispo-
stion is felt an both sides to adjust this perplex.
mgquestion 0 the satigfaction of all the parties in-
teested in it. thehope is yet indulged that it may
be effected on the basis of that proposition. ¢

‘With the Governments of Austria, Russia, Prus.
sia, Holland, Sweden, and Denmark, the best un-
derstanding exists. Commerce, with all, is fos-
tered and protected by reciprocal goed will, un-
der the sanction of liberal conventional or legal
provisions. g )

n the midst of her internal difficulties, the

ueen of Spain has ratified the' convention for
the payment of the claims of our citizens arising
since 1819, 1t is\in the course of execution on
her part, and a copy of it is now laid before you
for such legislation as may be found necessary.to
ensble those interested to derive the benefits of it.

Yielding to the force of gircumstances, and to |
the wise counsels of ime and”éxperience, that
Power has finally resolved no longer to occupy
the unnatural position in which she stood to the
néw Governments established in this hemisphere.
1 have the great satisfaction of stating to you that,
in preparing the’ way for the restorationof har-
mony between those who have sprung from the
sdme ancestors, who are allied by common n-
terests, profess the samr« religion, and speak the
same language, the United States have been ac-
tively instrumental. Our efforts to_effect this

good work will be persevered in while they are
deemed useful to the parties, and dur entire dis-
interestedness continuésta be felt and anderstood.
The act of Congress to countervail the discrimin-
ating duties, levied ta the prejudice of our navi-
gation in Cuba and Porto Rico, has been trans-
mitted to the minister of the United States at Mad- |
rid, to be communicated to the Government of
the Queen. No intelligence of its receipt has
vet reached the Deparument of State. If the
present condition of the country permits the Go-

sernment to make a careful and enlarged exam-
mation of the true interests of these important

sortions of its dominions, 86 doubt is entertained
that their future intercourse with the United States
will be placed upon a more just and liberal b sis.

' The Florida archives havenot yet been selec-
ted'and delivered. Recent orders have been
sent to_the agent of the United Statesat Havana,
to return‘with all that’he canjobtain, so that they
may be in Washington before the session of the
' Supreme Court, to be used in'the legal questions
pending, to which the Government is a party.

Internal tranquility is happily restored to Por-
tugal. The distracted state of the country pen-
dered’ unavoidable the postponement of a final
payment of the just claiims of cur citizens.  Our
diplomatic relutions will be soon resumed, an(‘l the
long subsisting triendship withthat Power affords
the strongest guaranty that the balance due will
receive prompt attentions

- The first instalment due under the convention
of indemnity with the King of the Two Sicilies,
.has been duly received, and an offer has been

made te extinguish the whole by a prompt pay-
ment—an offer I did not consider myself author-
“ised to accept, as the indemmification provided
is the exclusive property of individual gitizens of
the United States. The original adjustment of
ur claims, and the anxiety displayed tofufil at
ance the stipulations. made for the paymen' of
them, are highly honorable to the Government
of the Two Sicilies. When it is recollected that
they were the result of the injustice of an intru-
dve power, temporarily dominant in its territory,
4 1epugnance toacknowledge and to pay which
would have been neither unnatural nor unex-
pected, the circumstinces eannot fail to exalt'its
character for justice and good faith in the eyes
of all nations.

V.

The treaty of Amity and Commerce between
the United States and Belgium, brought to your
notice in my last anuual message, as sanctioned
by the Senate, but the ratification of which had
fiut been exchanged owing to a delay ia its re-
{‘eptiou at Brussels, and a subsequent absence of
the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs, has been
after m ture deliberation, finally disavowed by
that Government as inconsistent with the powers
and instivctions given to their minister who ne-
gotiated it.  This disavowal was entirely unex-
pected, as the liberal principles embodied in the
tonvention, and which form the ground work of
the objections to it, were perfectly sa isfactory
to the Belgian representative, and were suppoi-
¢ to be not only within the powers granted, but
Fipressly conformuble to the instructions given
o him. — An offer, not vet accepted, has been
. made by Belgrium to renew the negotiations for
# freaty less liberal in its provisions, on questions
oF general maritime law,
\ Qur newly established relations with the Sub-
L-'t-e PU}'!? promise to be 1seful to our commerce
ALl satssfac_tory in every respect to this Govern-
et Qur Intercourse with the Barbary Powers
- ilnues without important change, except-that

fo

e peaceful arts,” the assiduous cultivation of
h ch confers honor upon nations and gives va-
e to human life. In the mean time I confident-
ly hope, that the apprehensions entertained, that
some of the people of these"luxurious regions
may be tempted, ina moment of unworthy dis-
trust of their own capacity for the enjoyment of
liberty, to commit the too.common ‘error of pur-
chasing present repose by bestowing on some
favorite lexders the fatal gift of irresponsible pow-
er,—will not'be realized. With all these Gov-
ernments, and with that of Brazil, no unexpect-
ed changes in ‘our relations have occurred during
the present year. Frequenpt causes of just com-
plaigt have arisen upon the part of the citizens{
of the United States,—sometimes from the irre-
gular action - of the constituted subordinate. ay-
thorities of the maritime regions, and sometimes
from the leaders or partizans of those in wrms a-
gainst the established governments. ¢Inall cases
representations have been, or will be made, and
as soon a8 their politi®l affairs are in a settled
positien, it is expedted that our friendly remon-
strancgs will pes#iSHowed bmadequate redress.

The Gpvernmentrof Mexico made known in
December lsst, the appointment of Commussion-
ers and a Surveyor, on its part, te run, in con-
junction with ours, the boundary line between
its territories andmhe United States, and excused
the delay for the reasons anticipated—the preva-|
lence of civil war. The Commissioners and Sur-
veyors not having met within the time stipulated.
by the treaty, a new arrangement became neces-
sary, and our Charge d’Aflaires was instructed
in January last, to negociate, in Mexico, an arti-
cle additional to the pre-existing treaty. This
instruction was acknowledged, and no difficulty
was apprehended in the secomplishment of that
object. . By information ju”ived, that addi-
tional article ta the treaty e obtained, and
transmitted to this country, as soom as it can re-
ceive the ratification of the Mexicag Congress.

The re-union of the three States of New-Gren
ada, Venezuella, and Equador, forming the Re-
public of Colombia, secms every d‘a*t!became

mere improbable. The Comgniss of the
two first are understood to be now n€gotiating a
just division ‘of the obligations contracted by them
when united under one Government. The civil
war in Equador, it is believed, has prevented e-
ven the appointment of a Commissioner on its
part.

I propose, at an early day, to submitin the
proper form, the appointinent of a diplonatic a-
gent to Venezuela. The importanee ofthe com-
inerce of that country to the United States, and
the large claims of our citizens upon thé Govern-
ment, arising before and since the division of
Colombia, lﬁ'ld&l'illg it, in my judgment, impro-
per longer to delay this step.

Our representatives to Central America, Peru,
and Brazil, are either at, or on the way to, their
respective posts. :

From'the Argentine &iublic_, from which a
Minister was e jed toxfis Government, noth-
ing further b n heard. ~ Oveasion h¥s been
taken, on the departure of a new Cgnsul to Bue-
nos Ayres, to remind that Goverrment, that its
long delayed Minister, whose appointment had
been made known to us, had not arrived..

It becomes my unpleasan
that this pacific and high
our foreign relations, does:
France at this time. [Itis not pessible that any
Government and People could be more sincerely
desirous of conciliating a justgand friendly inter
eourse with another nation, than are those of the
United States with th®ir ancient slky=andftriend.
This disposition s founded as well on the most
grateful and- honerable recollections associated
with our struggle for Independence, as upon a
well grounded conviction that itis consonant with
the true policy of both. The people of the U.
States_could not, theiefore see without the deep-
est regret, even a temporary interruption of the
friendly relations between the two countries—a
re which would, I am sure, be greatly ag-
gravated, if there should turn out to be any rea-
sonable ground for attributing such a result.to a-
n¥ aét of omission or commission on our part. 1
derive, therefore, the highest satisfaction from
being sble to assure you, that.the whole course
of this Government has been characterised by a
gpirit so conciliatory and forbearing, as to make
t impossible that our justice and moderation
should be questioned, whatever may be the con-
sequence of a longer perseverance, on the part
of the French Government, in her omission to
satisfy the conceded claims of our citizens.

The history of the accumulated and unprovo-
ked aggressions upon our commerce, committed
by.authority of the existing government of France
between the'years 1800 and 1817, has been ren-
dered too painfuly familiarto Americans to make
its repetition either necessary or desirable. It
will be sufficient here to remark, that there has,,
for many years, been scarcely a single adminis-
tration of the French Government by whom the
justice and legality of the claims of our citizens
to indemnity, were not, toa very considerable
extent admitted ; and yet near &) quarter of a
century has been wasted in ineffectual negociati-
ons to secure it. : "

Deeply sensible of the injurious effects re-
sulting from this state of things upon the inte-
rests and character of both nations, I regasded
it as among my first duties to csuse one mote
effort 1o be made to satisfy Fraunce, that a just
and liberal settiement of our claims was as weli
due to her own honor as to their incontestibie
validity. The negotistion for this purpose was
commenced with the late Government of France
and was prosecuted’ with such’ success, as 10
leave no reasonable ground to doubt that a set-
tlement of a charscter quite as liberal as that
which wus subsequently made, would have been
- flected, had not the revolution, by which the
negociation was cut off, taken place. The dis-
cussions were resumed with the present Gov:
ernment, und the result showed, that we were
not Wrong in supposing, that an event by which
the two governments were made 1o approach
«ach other so much nearer in their political
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most libers] and friendly intercourse weore so
grestly multiplied, could exercise no other than
a salutary influence upon the negotiation. Af-
ter the most deliberate and thorough examina-
tion of thewwhaole subject, a ireaty between the
two Governments was'conclided and signed at
Paris on he 4thof July. 1831, by which it was
stipulated that “ the Frengh Government, in
order to liberate itself from all the reclamations
referred against it by gitizens of the U. States,
or unlawlul seizures, captures, sequestrations,
coifiscations, or destruction of their vessels,
cargoes, or other property, engages 10 pay a
sum of twenty five millions of francs 1o the U.
Siates, who shall distribute it smong those en.
titled in the manner and acrording 1o the rules
it shalldetermine ; and it was also stipulated
on the part of the Frencl: Government, thst this
twenty-five millions of francs should ** he paid
at Puris in six annual instalments of four milli-
ons, one hundred and sixty.six thousand. six
hundred and sixty.six ffancs ‘and sixty six cen.
times each, into the hands of sich person or
persons as shall be authorized by the Govern-
ment of the U. Statés to receive it.”” The first
stalment to be paid ¢+at the expiration of enc
yesr next following fhe exchange of the ratifi
caticns .of this convention, and the o'hers’ at
successive miervals of a year, one after anotlier,
tillthe whole ghall be paid. To the amount of

gt
imi:n‘i;
of the exchange of the pr gnt convenlio ty"

It was also Sﬁpﬂ:ﬂe& the part of thesU,
Stiates, for tbéf’rposc ofbeing ¢ etely I¢
%eraled om ) the reclahatighs presented by
Frtnce, ehalf of her gitizens, 1hat the sum”]
of one million five héfidred thousand francs
should be paid te the Fovemmept of France, in
$ix annual instalments, to be deducted out of
the «nnual sums which Framce had agreed to
pusy, interest theréupon being in like manner
computed from the day of the exchange of the
ratifications  In addition to this stipulation,
important sdvuntages were secured to France
by the following article, viz: ‘*The wines of
France, from snd safter the exchapge of .the ra-
tifications of the present Convention, shall be
admitted to consumption in the. States of the
Union, at duties which shall not exceed the fol-
lowing rates by the gullon, (such as it is used
at present for wines in the Uniled States,) to
wil: six cen!s for red wines in casks; ten cents
tor white wines in casks™&hd twenty-two cents
Lfur wines of all sorts in bottles.” *I'he propor-
tions existing bciween the duties on French
wines thus reduced, and thie genersl rates of
the tariff, which went into operatirn on the 1st
January, 1829, shill be maintained, in case the
Government of the United States should think
prug.er to diminish those general rates in.a new
tariff. ; :

In consideration of this stipulation, which shall be
binding on the U. States for ten years, the French
Government abandons the reclamations which it had
formed in relation to the 8th article’ of the treaty of®
cession of Louisiana.  It'engages moreover, to es-
tablish on the long staple cottons ot the U. Siates,
which after the exchange of the ratifications of the
present convention, shall be brought directly thence
to France by the vessels of the United States, or by
French vessels, the same duiles as on short staple
cottons.”

T'his treaty was duly ratified in the manner pre-
scribed by the constitutions of both countries, and
the ratification was exchanged at the city of Wash-
ington, on the 3d of February, 1832. On account
of its commercial stipulstions, it was, within five
days thercafter, laid before the Congress of the U.
States, which proceeded to enact such laws favora-
ble to the commerce of France as were necessary o
carry it into full execution; and France has, from
that period to the present, been in the unrestricted
enjoyment of the valuable privileges that were thus
secured to lier. The faith of the French nation ha-
ving been solemnly pledged, through its constituti-
onal organ, for the liquidation and ultimate pay-
inent of the long deferred claims of our citizens, as
also for the adjustinent of othier points of great and’
rcciproq;:l benefits to both countries, and the United
States having, with a fidelity and promptitude by
®hich their conduct will, I trust, be always charac-
terized, done every thing that was necessuary to car-
ry the treaty into full and fair effect on their par,
counted, with the most perfect confidence, on equal
fidelity and promptitude on the part offghe French
Government. In this renscnable expéctation we
have been, I regret to inform you, wholly disappein-
ted. No legislative provision has been made by
France for the execution of the treaty, either us re-
speets the mdemnities to be paid, or the commercial
benefits to be secured to the U. States ; and the re-
lations Letween the U. States and that Power, in
conscquence thereof, are plared in a situation threa-
tening to interrupt the good understanding which
Las so long and so happily existed betwcen the two
nations.

Not only has the French Government been thus
wanting in the performance of the stipulations it has
so solemnly entered into with the United States,
rbut its omissions have been marked by circumstan-
ces which would seem to leave us without satisfac-
tory evidences that such performance will certainly
take place at a future period. Advice of the exchange
of ratifications reached Paris prior to the 8th April,
1832, The French Chambers were then sitting,
& continued in session until the 21st of that month;
and although ome instalment of the indemnity was
payable on the 2d of February, 1833, one year after
the exchange of ratifications, no application swas
made to%the Chambers for the required appropriati-
on, and, in consequence of no appropriation having
been made, the draft of the United States Govern-
ment was dishonored by the Minister of France,
and the U. S. therely involved in muchneontroversy.
The next session of the Chambers commenced on
the 19th Nov, 1832, and continued until the 26th
April, 1833. Notwithstanfling the omission to pay
the first instalment had been made the snbject of
earpest remonstrance on our part, the treaty with
the U. 8 and a bil¥ making the necessary appropri-
ations to execute it, were not laid before the Cham-
ber of*Peputies, until tha 5th of April, nearly five
months after its meeting, and only nineteen days
before the close of the session, The bill. was read,
and referred to a committee, but there was no fur-
ther action upon it. The next session ofthe Cham-
bérs commenced on the 26th of April, 1833, and
continued uutil the 26th of Jupe following. A new
bill was introduced on the 11th of June, but. nothing
important was done ' relation to it during the ses-
sion. In the month of April, 1834, nearly three
years after the signature of ifie treaty, the final ac-
tion of the Frencli*Cliambers upon the bill to carly
thie treaty into etfect was obtained, and resulted in
a refusal of the necessary opriations. The a-
vowed grounds upon w! . h the bill wasrejected, are
to be found in the published debates of that body,
and no ebsgrvations of mine can be necessary to sa-
tisfy Congress of their utter insufficiency.  Altho’
the grossumount of the claims of our citizens is pro-
bably greater than will be uRtimately allowed by
the Commissioners, sufficient i, nevertheless,
shown, to render it absolutely certain that the in-

the other instalments then remaining

the said interest to be computed. fron

1

Ik
i

= present political stute of Algiers has induced

principles. and by which the motives for the

l

caclh of the ssid instalments shall be added i i i
terest at four per centum theréupcng¥ ,-VWEW members ay

sion.

drmnity: fnl!#ar;l

—8 sacrifice
the different

.

countries woul tJ improved thereby.

considered th
Government mnot;
treaty, and wou

and honor of the
But with the ne
to make g ap

vessel should be H

explanations of tl-& ps
ces for the fufure, DA
mised despateh ¥
by the French m #
(s, were, that aj

gislative Chambe
ther, and the prg

before them ; ﬁ
the King and +his
complish the olg
made k n eaf
Congress at the icei 1

ing that the ac

and honor for whizh the F

the last session = # ]

I regret to say t at the pled
minister of Fran
new Chambers -

shave not been redeemed.

made by the ¥ n.gior'his- Cabine 7

considered suficiint in an ordinar

first meeting of thyy Chambers. .

virtue of the a_ﬂsui}

1

ensuing wssiqh? ‘the Chambers.
2

The executi

ed. R i

4

tion.
If it shall

consideration Bf

3.

from the o

Chambers atthair last sessi

whole suhj.ect

perinanent

indemnity in'¢
ed or set aside;

It is'undBubte lly in the

—

pervade evéry josom, 't

lation woud

adopt-d
with the v
ception o
ple. and

nations, ev

14 whi¢h will induce our own
rilers’and the people of all

measures, > ¥} be mere limited and equivoes
There is Tyt «die point in lt;}
upon- that _he whole civilized !
nounce Fi 1% to be in the wrong.

afa

-

N

¢ plort  of the gctual amount of our
just claims, indepedently of damagis, and interest
for the detention..’ That the gettlenient involved a
sacrifice, iﬁq._thia;;ik!pect, was Wellknpwn at the time
it ‘was cheerfally ailquiesced in by
¢ s of the-Kedersl Government, 4
whose action upda the treaty'was reguired, from a ftions, all controversy will be at an end.
sincere desire 1o ¥vpid further collisidn upon this old
and disturbing swy/eet, and in the confident expec-
tatioh that the @z eral relations between the two!

The refusal fnyete the appropridtion, the news,
of which was re¥¢i .ed from our minster in Paris a-
bout the 15th da: of May -last; mifight have been
e#iizl detwrmination :of the French
;% execute ‘the stipanlations of the
_ jjave justified an mmediate com-
munication &F th€ Sacts to Copgress..with a recom-
mendation of sucy ulfimate measures as the interest
£J. Stat2s might eem to require,
grof the refusal of the Chambers
rigtion, were conveyed the re-
grets of the K"‘ﬂ%“’ a declaration that a national . > i
Lrthwith sent 9, with instructi-- Deen repeatedly resorted.to, and recently by
ons tg the Frem'i,t"‘ihiniste g¢#ive. the most ample)/
: d <le strongest assuran-
a long passage, the pr
el arrived. The pledges given”
ter, upon yveceipt of his instruc-4
soon aftg’ the election of thej
. charter Would permit, the Led
of Frange houlc-be called toged]
bsition for in apsropriation laid
#1l fhe cor stitutional powers of
4 abinet shgald biexerted to acs
25 and thatghe rasult should be
{ enough tq be commuuicated to
mencement of the present ses
Relying piya1 these pledges,- and not doubgs
knin sledged justiee of, dur ¢lais, the
promised exértions’of the King and ‘iis Cabinet, ang
above all, that $6%.pd regard for thi: national faitly
fench character has been
so distinguished, would_secure an efrly execution of
the treaty in all ifg parts, I did not decm it necessa
ry to call the attag ion of Congress to the subject ¢t

: ges made through the
ﬁ The
1%t onthe st Juyy last ; and &-
though the suljec® of fulfilling tredties was allude }
to in the speech™ om the throne, 1,0 attempt w{‘s
_ t tij procure an & -

propriation to cairy itinto execution. The reasors
given for this.omssion, although they might he
casé® are ngt
con:si‘s!ent witl'-'ltﬁ‘ expectations foémded upon tke
assurances given |ere, for there is fo constitutiondl
obstacle to entérfy ¢ into legislative business at“the
' T'is point, howée-
ver, might hav# ke sm overlooked, had not the Chamg-
bers, instead ok i ng called to mest at so early’a
day, that the “tesylt of their deliberations might fx
communicated % 11e, before the meeting of Congre;s,
been iprorogued # the 29thof the present month.~
a period so lat? (i1t their decision ¢an scarcely pe
known to the prgint Cong'rgs's, prior to its dissofu-
tion. Toavoil s&is delay, our Minister in Paris,"in
1ce given by the French Minis-
ter'in.the U. 8.%¢rongly urged the convocation;of
the Chambers a\ v carlier day, but without success.
It is proper to ren ark, however, that this refusal has
been accompami¢y ‘with the nyost positive assurdnges
on the part of‘tha Executive Government of Frante,
of gheir intentio:¥ 1o press thesappropriation at the

ve.rpanch of (ks government has, as
matters stands €xjausted all the authority upon'the
subject with whiga it 15 invested, and which it »ad-
any reason t&Liieve could be beneficiaily employ-

The idea of agi piescing in the refusal to exequte
the treaty will- n<2, I am copfident, be for a ;mo-
ment entertained sy any branch ofthis governm/nt;
and further nego ciasion’ig equally out of the ges-

b {4 plessure of Congress to awaij the
further ac_tior& . the French Chsmbers, no fur;her
Of @z subject will, af this session, ;)pro-
bably be required’at your bandg;  But if, from'the
origindl delay ii sasking for sn appropnation, from
the refusal of $h siChambers to grant it when agxed,
to bring the subject before: the
, fromn the fact, that
including thé se ssion, therp have been five difffrent
occasions when dhe appropriation might have %een
made, and from:the delay.in convoking the Cham-
bers until son’e Wweeks after the meeting of Congress,
|it was well. Enyan that a communication” of the
éCohgress at the'last session’ was

prevented by ags rances that it should be dispos «d of
before its preseut meeting, you should feel yours :lves
constrained ~€o 3 jubt whether it bt the intenti n of
the French Godv'mment in all its branches to sarry
the treaty into {f ect, and think that sach mea, ures

as the ocggiioy ‘may- be deewned ‘o call for, stould
be now tec, the imporiant question arises: #hat
those mea®tes ghall be. - -

Our insiitulic ps ‘are essentially pacific. Feace
and friendl¥ inie course ‘with all nations,are as 1 juch
the desire f 02, goveinment as they are the iater-
ests of our Peoy pa JBut these objects aremot ‘o be
s+ fired, by surrendering the riglts of
our citizens; ov'] ermitting- solemn treaties for their
(&5 of flagrant wroﬂg, to be abrpgat-
¢ _ ; :

_ power?b!' Congress seri-
ously to aFRet¥ye’ agricultural and manufactiring
interests of $ran e, by the passagé of laws relgting
to her trad< wih the.United Siates.—Heér pro
duc's, ma:t:‘;ﬁxcf ures, and tonnaYe, may be gub-
jected to b av)'duties in pur ports, or all com-
mercial int bco' rse with' lter m:y be suspenged.
But there ;Ye joowerful, and, t> my mind, don-
clusive obji ttie.ns to this mode of proceeding,—
We cannot -erfvarrass or cut off the trade’ of
France, wit loa /, at the sagme time, in some, de-
gree, emba rasting or cutting off our own trade.
The injury Jf"yuch a warfare raust full, though
unequally. 1po3 our own citizetss, and could not
bug.ampair <he ‘means ofthe Government, and
weaken tha: w ited sentiment in support of the
rights and Fog(r of the ndtion which must now

S

Nor is igimy dssible thaf such a course of legis-
inroduce énée moreinto-our nati-
onal coundils, | tose ¢isturbipg  questions in re-
laticn to'tle 1a: iff of diities which have been g0
recently put t( rest:  Besides, by every measuye
3y 'thi ¢ Government of the U. Staips
w.if injuring France, the clear pir
p{‘b-
otl er
<n ¢’ France herself, to pronounce ¢jir
quarre] judp vill be obscured, and the suppart
rendered % w0 a final r_ekorf-"to more - decis ve

controversy; #ad
world must fgo-
We ingist

that she | il ; pay a sum of money, which ghe
has ackno 1
of this det 4
MONE mas-tin |
{ that the ¢ les”on at issue sholld be kept

L

to be due; and of the justice
there can be kut one opiniog
True -policy” seems to  dies

thus

L

4

- —

affecting the interest of her people.  The gues-

tude thut when France fulfils her treaty stipula-

Itis my conviction, that the U. States ‘pught
i to insist o a prompt execution of the treaty,
.and in- case it be refused, or longer delayed, take
j redress into their own hands. | After the delay
on the part of Frante of a quarter of 4 century in
{acknowledging these claims by treaty, it is not
'to be tolerated, thatanother quarter of a century
‘is to be wasted in'negotiating about the payment.
L The laws of nations provide a_remedy for such
foccasions. It is a well settled principle of the
Linter-national code, that where one nation owes
fanother a liquidated debt, which it refuses*or
negl-ets to pay, the aggrieved party may seize
'on the property belonging t the ‘other, its giti-
. Zens or'subjectu, sufficient to pay the debt, with-
“out giving just cause of war. This remedy has

France herself, towards Por.ugal, under circum-
<es less unquegtionable, )
The time at” which resort shopuld be had to
this or any other mo le of redress; is a pointto
be decided by Congress! Ifan appropriation
L.shall not be made by the French Chambers at
their next session, it may jusily be concluded
that the Government of Frunce lius finally deger-
mined to disregard its own sol. mn undertaking,
and refuse to pay an acknowlvdged debt. In
that event, every day’s delay upon our part will
be a stain upon our national honor, as well as
s denial of ,justice to our injured citizens.—
Prompt measures, when the rcfusal of France
shall be complete, will not only be most hon-
orable snd just, but will have the best effect
upon our nationsl charac'er.
- Since France, in violation of the plgdges given
through her minister here, has delayed her final
action so long that her decision will not probably
be known, in time to be communicsted to this
‘Congressy I recommend that a law be .psssed,
suthorizing reprisals upon French property, in
case provision shall not be ‘made. for the pay-
ment of the debf, at theapproaching session of
the French Chambers. Such a measure ought
not to be considered by France as a menace.—
Her pride and power ure too well known to ex-
pect any thing from her fears, and prechude the
necessity of a declaration that nothing partaking
of the character of .intimidation igmtended by
us. She ought to look upon it as the evidence’
only of an inflexible determination on the part
of the United States, to insist on their rights.
That Government, by doing only what it Las it-
sell acknowledged to be just, will be sble to
spare the Uunited States the necessity of taking
redress into their own hunds, and save the pro-
perty of French citizens from that seizure and
sequestralion which American citizens so long
¢ndured without retaliation or redress.
should continue to refuse that act of acknowl-
edged justice, and in violation of the law of na-
tions, making reprisals on our part the occasion
of hostilities against the United States, she would
but add violence to injustice, and could not fail
to expose herself to just censure of civilized na.
tions and ‘to the retributive judgments of
Heaven, - .
Collisions wiih France is, the more to be re-
gretted, on sccount of the position she occu-
pies in Europe, in relation to liberal institu-
tions. But, in maintaining ‘our national rights
and honor, all Guvernments are alike to us,
If, by a collision with France, in a case where
she is clearly in the wrong, the march of lib-
eral principles shall bd impeded, the respon-
sibility for that result, as well as every other,
will rest on her own head. 1
Having submitted these considerations, it
belongs to Congress to decide whether, after
what has taken place, it w:ll still await the
further action of the French Chambers, or
now adopt such provisional measures as it may
deem necessary and, best adapted to protect
the rights and maintain the honor of the coun-
try. Whatever that decision may be, it will
be faithfully enforced by the Executive, as far
48 he isauthorized so to do.
According to the estimates of the Treasury
Depariment, the revenue accruing from all
sources, during the present year, will amoant
to twen'y milhon six hundred and twenty-four
thourand seven hundred and seventeen dollars,
which, with the balance remaining in the
Treasury on the 1st of January last, of eleven
million seven hun.lred and two thousand nine
hundred and five dollars, produces an aggre-
gute of thirty-two million three hundred and
twenty-seven thousand six hundred and twen
ty-three dollars. The total expenditure du-
ring the year for all objects, including the
Public debt, is esttmated at twénty-five million
five hundred and twenty-one thousand three
hundred and ninety dollars, which will leave
a balupce in the Treasury on the 1st of Junu-
ary, 1833, of six million seven hundred and
thirty-six thousind two hundred and thirty-
twa dollars.  In this bulance, however, will be
included about one million one hundred and
fitty thousund dollars of what was heretofore
reported by the department as not effective.

offformer appropriations, it is estimated that
there will remain unexpended at the close of
the yesr, eight million two thousand nine hun.
dred sand ywenty-five dollars; and that, of this
sum, there will not be required more than
five million one bundred and forty-one thou-
sand nine hundred und sixty-four dollars, to
accomplish the ob jects of sll the currentap-
propriations. Thus it appedrs that, after sat-
isfying all those appropriations, and.after dis-
churging the last item of our publicdebt, which
will be done on the 1st of Junuary next, there
will remain unexpended in ‘the Treasury an
cffective balance of about four hundred and
forty thousand dollars. That such ‘should be
the aspect of our finances, is ‘highly flattering
to the industry snd enterprise of our popula-
tion, and auspicious of the wealth and prosper-
ity which await the future caltivation of their
growing rcsources. it is not deemed prudent,
however, 1o recommend any change tor the
present in our impust rates, the effect of the
gradual reduction now in progress in many ol
them not being sufficiently tested “to guide us
in determining the precise amount of revenue
wh:ch thiey wul produce. ; .
Free'from public debt, st peace with all the
worid, snd with no cumplicated intgrests to
consult in our intetcourse with Foreign pow-
«Ts, the present may be bhailed as that epoch
in our history the mast fuvorable for the scttle-
ment of those principles in gur domestic policy;
which shall be best culculated to give stabimy
1o our republic, wnd secure the blessings ol
freedom to. our citizens. Among hese privei-
plesPlipm our best experiepce, it cannol be
doubted that simplicity in the character of the

its admin sirstion, should be regarded as

‘n

disencumbered, and that not the slightest pre-' ment, has incréased the difficulties which are
tence should be given to France to persist in her| inseparable from any exercise of the taxing
refysal to make payment, by anyv act on our part| power ; and that it was, in this respect,

tion should be left as ‘it is now, in such an atti- |

If she [

Frderal Government, and a rigid fconom{ in
un-

amentat and sacred. All #ust be semsiole
hat the exisience of the public debis, by ren-
dering tazduon necessary for its extisguish.

-

! mote, agent

relatiag to the tariff.
tendeney of a debt incurred in the acquisitivn
and muintenence of our
erties, the obligation of which all portivns of.
the Union cheerfully acknowledgedl, it must be
ohvious, ttiat whatever is calculated®tv increase
the burdcus of the Government withouts ne«

serving its true charucter. While' we are fe.
licitating oursclvés, therefore, upon 1he ex-
tinguishment of the national debf, and the
prusperous state of our finances, let us not be
tempted o depart from those s:und maxims of.
public policy. which enjoin a just adaptation pf*
the revenue to the expenditures that are com.
sistent with a rigid economy, and an entire ab.!

not clearly within the co
of the goverament, and suggested py the wants
of the country.. Properly regaﬂ{cd, under
such & policy, every diminytion of the publie
burdens arising ffom taxation, gives to indis
vidual emerfirise incressed powen, and furs
nishes to all the- members of our happy cens
federacy new motives for patriotic sffection gnd

support. But, above all, its most-important,

nstitwmional powers

befiect will be found in its influéace upon the

character of the Government, ®y confidiug it
acijon to those ohjects which will be sureto

fellow-citizens.
Circumstances make it my du
attention of Congress to the Bunk of the Unis
ted  States. Created for the epnvenience of
the Government, that institution ha$ become
the scourge of the people. Iis interference to
postpone the payment of a portion of the na-
tional . debt, that it might retain the pubic
money appropristed for that purpose, to
strengthen it in a political contes—the cxtra-
traordinary extension and contruction of its ac#
commadations to the community—its casrupt
and partisan loans—its exclusion of the puBlic
directors from 2 knowledge of ita most impor-
tant procéedings—the unlimited suthority con-
ferred'on the president to expend its funds in
hiring writers, and procuring the execution of
printing, and the use made of that authority—
the retention of the pensjon money and books
alter the selectionof new agents—the ground-
less claim to beavy damages, in consequence
vf the protest of the bill drawn on the French
Government, haye, through -various channels,
heen laid betore Congress. Immediaiely sfter
the close of the last session, the Bank, through
its president, announced its ability and readi-
ness to abandon the ‘system of unparalieled
curtailment, and the interruption of domestic
exchanges, which it had practised upoun from
the 1st of August, 1833, to thé 3Cth June, 1834,
and to extend its accemmodations to the come
munity. The grounds assumed in this sauune
ciation amouuted to an. acknowledgement that
the cartsilment, in the extent to which it had
been carried, was not necessary to the sal<ty
of the Bank, and had been persisted in merely
to induce Congress to ‘grant tlie prayer of the
Bunk in its memorial relative to the removal
of the deposites, and to give it a new charter.
They were substantiully a confession that all
the real distresses which individuals and the
country ‘had endured for the precedipg six or
eight months, had been needlessly produged
by i, with the view of affecting, through the
suffcrings of the people, the legislative action
of Congress. It is u subject of congratulation
that Cosgress und and the country had the vire
tue and firmness to bear the infliction ; that
the energies of our people soon tound relief
from this tyranny, in vast importations'of the
precivus metals from almost every part of the
world ; and that, at the close of this tremen~
dous eflort to contrel our Government, the
Bunk found itsell’ powerless, and no longet
able to loan out iis surplus means. The com-
munity had leurned to manage its affairs with-
out its assistance, und trude had slready found
new auxiliaries; so that, on the 1st of October
last, the extraordinary spectacle was present-
ed of a Nutionul Bank, mure than one-half of
whose capital was either lying unproductive in
is vaults, orin the hands ot foreign bankers.
To the necdless distresses brought on the
country during the Jast session of Congress,
hus since been udded the open. scizare of the
dividends on the public stock, to the amount
ot one hundred and scventy thousand and firty
one dollsrs, under pretence of paying dama-
ges, cost, and interest, apon the protested
French bill. This sum coustituted a portion of
the estimated revenues. for the year 1834, up-
on which the dppropristions mide by Congress
were based. 1t would a8 soon bave been ex.
pected that our collectors would seize on the
customs, or the receivers of our land vffices
on the mouneys srising from the sale of public
lunds, undcr pretences of clsims dguinst the
United Sistes, as that the Bank would have
retained the dividends. Indeed; if the princis
ple be established ; that any one who ﬂmi
loset up a claim against the United Stutes
may, without authority of law, seize on the
public property or money, wherever he msy
find it,to pay such claim, there will remain no
assgrance that our revenue- will reach the
Treausury, or that it will be applied, after the
appropriation, to the purposes; designated in
the law. The ‘paymasters of our army, and
the pursers of our navy, may, under like pre-
tences, apply to their own use moneys ap-
propriated to set in_motiun the public force,
-and in time of war leave the country without
defence. This measure, resorted to by the
Bank, isdisorgunizing and revolutionary, and,
if generally resorted to by privaie citizeaus in
like cuses, would' fill the Jand with anarchy
and violence. "

It is a constitutional provision, thst “ np
morey shail be'drawn from thie Treasury but
in _consequence of approprialions made by
law.”’, The palpable object of this provision
is to pre;ent the expenditure of ‘the public
mouey, for an urpose whatsoeve i

shall go! have geef? ﬁrst app: 0ch
resentatives of the people end the States, in
gmi‘grf:ss fusscn;lblted. :
ecluring for what purposes the public mones
shall be expcended i’:a u;:e Ltgil.l::ive Dr;E:;{
ment of the Government, to the e¢xclosion.of
the Executivé anc Judicial ; and 1t is not with.
in the cooftitutional suthorty of either of

to call-the

those Depsrtmenis 10 pay it away without law,
og to-tha
clum uf the

or to sanction its paymeut. Accondi
plain constitwiional prevision; the
Bunk cku never be pal without s«
tion by sct of Conygress.”
ver asked 1or an appto :
defeat the provision of the Co
obisin payment without an aeg
instead of awxiting: an approprisitn ¢

both Heuses, and &pproved by the ‘Fresidem,
itmakes su approjriation for Wi, and invites
jan appeal 10 the Judiciany to sepciiem i, “Fhar

pris-

s-cure to it the attachment and support oPour

ares
in producing those disturb :

o

questions which grew out of the discursiong™
If such has been the »-

tional fights and lib« ' §

!

cessity, must be fatal to all vur Hopes of pre- o

stinence from all topics of legislation that are ™"

pproved by the rep.

it vests the poweref ¢
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