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In the House uf Commons, "on the 3d of
_ Janwary, 1835, on thesfollowing Reso-

" Jutions introduced by Dr. Henderson.

Resolved; as the opinion of this Gemﬁp.l Assent.
bly. That sny act _b}%tch the Congresd of the Uni-

. ted States'shall give the public lands to the States
_Sn.which they are situated, or any. act by which the
minimum price st which t)¢se Jands are now sold

, sl be redueed. would seriously affct . the prospe-
rity of all the old-States and do great injustice to

i thase States by whom they were originally ceded to

g

papp—————

Resolped further, 25 the opinion of this General
, Aswembly, the public debt having been extin-
guished, and the object for which the czssion of the
Tespective portions of the public domain by the
‘States which originally held them, having thus been
‘accomplished,  that such distribution of the public
Iands; or the prodeeds "theteof, ought to be made
among the Stajea of the Union, as shall be, propor-
tioned to the respective sacrifices and expenditures
ingurred by them' i Wipport of the United States,
| -or at least, in proportion to their federal population.
" Resphed, That the Governor be, and he is here-
Dy réquested ta transmit eopies of these Resolutions
49 the Senators and Representatives from this State
in the Congress of the Unithd States.

_Mn. Spexxen’: The members of this
body will do me the justice to admit that
1 am rot in the habit of occupying the
Hloor often, or long &t a time ; but I must
‘heg théir attention at present longer than

_“usual, since the subject .now before'us is
' wne of more importzfice fo our State
{should it lead to_&ny favorable.action of
’ tongreai) than .any wmeasure which: has
1 been presented for capsideration in many
N years. Itis desirablethat those gentle-
‘men whose attehtion has niot be#n hereto-
fore directed o tle jnvestigation of this
. subject, shoguld at present learn enough
4 of its merits at least, and become safar
. acquainted with the public domain, as to

- ahform, and rouse upthe people toa sense
of their rights. If sir, the great mass of
voters in the old States could once getin-

0 possession of theTacts of this case,there

¥ would scarcely be found a dissergling
¥ voice from Maine to Georgia in regard to

the policy which ought to have been a-
dopted in relation to the Public Lands.
Not that party spirit would be husheil en-

 tirely, but becanse no man could get a
seat m Congress who was not pledged to
| pursue a ceurse similar in principle to
- thatindicated in these resolations. Doubt-
- Yess efforts will be pasle here to give this
question the ¢ go by” in some direct
mode, or by some evasive course ; and if
- thateffort shuuld fail, an attempt no doubt
- will follow, 'te ake itea party question ;
for there are certain indications by which

it does not require,a magician to discover|.

s, -
se, #ir, for one, not to make

- the enemy’s
.~ I'will promi
it a party question myself ; amd one other
 fact I can agsure géntlemen of in additi-

on—viz : that the people will not make it
' a question-o| Jacksonism or antiy when
~ they once Leeome aliveto the question ;

and before | take wy'seat, if this House

is 30 disposed, T will certainly endeavor
' to sherd whatlight on the subject circum-
_stances have enablad e to accumulate.
‘* - An order to observe some method in
" handling this subject, T will—Ist proceed
' to show the original claim we once had
- to these Jands—2dly, the circumstances
‘ which led to'the cowditions on which they

were céded to the Ganeral Government—

Sdl Ys some reasons for present & prompt,

“action on this subject, with our present
wants ‘and the uses'to which this Tund
| could be applied, <3 L9 '
' Those who aré-asquainted with our Co-
lonial history well know, that Charles 11
~gratnted to certhin genttemen known as
- ¢ Lords. Proprietors,’? ' g charter for all
lands within the Northern limits of this
8tate and the Southern line of S. C. pur-
per ing to extend from the Atlantic te
the Pacific Ocean: “Ihese Ldrds Propri-
'ewrs had wested in them, not only the
' l"lg'l,t of the soi/ byt the right of gevern-
went ; and for causes not ROW necessary
o he -adverted to, they surrendered to
 the crowna the right of government, and
subsequently gave ap the right of the soil,
except Earl Granville, whe retained (he
- Irighl in prnpert}' in the soil, Hpace it is,
8} the titles to our lands are derived from
Loed Granville, the crown, anil since the
year 1776, from the State. In the mean’
tiwe, the Frencl had sertled Canada, and
on the Mississippi, and they claimed to
Chold all the Lands west of the Mississip-
i River, and north of thie Lakes giid the
‘River St."Lawrence ; a war enshied be-
tween England m‘ﬂ Fiance, and by the
Areaty of 1763 or 5, which terminared it,
theclaims of the ‘French were admitied,
and afterwards our limits ‘West were con-
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rolina was xeparated from the rest of thix
grant 3 and we held at that time all ol
that land new coustituting the State of
Tennessee ; a country many years shead

parted with that better halfy frem i\"hich
we are’ destinad never again to realise a
dollar of revenue, _ !

Virginia. New-York,Connecticut, Geor-

' |gia, &c. acquired. other large tracts. of

land under cjrcumstauces varying in po
substantial degree from our acjuisition.
So df discovery, comquédt and purchase,
united, can give'title toa country, beyond
any question we once had the title to these
lands—anil by virtue of a successful Re-
wolution the States succeeded to the rights
of the Crown in this immense domain. *
The .circumstances which led to their
cession to the FederalCongress were prin-
cipally these : In the defence of that li-
berty whieh we now enjoy in peace, and
in ihe struggle for thal independence of
Englund which was< attained by so great
a sacrifice of bload and treasure, we ne-
cessarily had to borrow large sums of mo-
ney to support the war waged to secure
these ends, as our country was not only
rew, but destitute of that large floating
capital to be fourd in these times.  The
success{ul rermination of a war so pro-
tracted, left ws with an immense debt,
which hung upon this patriotic land like,
an incubus, and threatened to scver at
sqme day. the feeble ties which then con-
nected the 13 old States. During the con-
flict, the question was frequently agitat-
¢ed, what sheuld be done with these lands
in the event of a successful termination
of the war;—the States holding them con-
tending for all within their chartered li-
mits, and those without any holding, that
as they were to be zained by mutual sa-
crifices and losses they were entitled to a
part ol them. ‘Tiiis question was preg-
nant with paralysing divisions apd jeal-
ousies, when the patriots and statesmen
of that day stepped forward to check the
progress of’ iscontent and arrest the
serious consegnences to .which this ques-

tion of Coungress in 1780, recommended
10 the States to surrender their waste
lands ¢ for the common benefit of the Uni.
ted States.” This recommendation was
ultimately adopied by all the States hold-
ing land. So wmuch for the conditition
which led to their relinguishment,

e conditions on which they were ce-
ded, must be ascertained from lovking to
the causes which induced the surrender.
and by an examination of the deeds’ of
cesgion. Some of the causes have alrea-
dy been adverteil to, but one more I will
now press into the service a little further,
to wit, the payment of the public debt.
Under the acticles of canfederation, to li-
quidate this debt contributions were made
by ‘the States of specific sums, apportion-
‘ed 1o their wsual respective proportions
in the general charge and expeaditure,”
but there was no.means mor power to co-
erce ary State into the payment of her
part, either for this purpose, or for the
‘support of Government. The wicest men
were puzzled to devide the ways & means
of-discharging this debt ; the attention of
the patrioty the statesiman, and philsso-
pher was: directed to it, as a subject of
disquietude that might lead to results fa-
tal to that state which they had just at-
tained after so fongand desperate a strug-

gle. These lands were at fast pointed
to, and with great wisdomn tov, as the
source from whence might be derived the
{requisite funds. .

From one of these great causés then “a-
lore which led to their cession, if 1§ not
d'ﬂ]wit tu axcertain the conditia?_u, on
which they were relinquished.  N. Ca-
rolina and Virginia surremlered without
remuneration; all the other States receiv-
ved 2 pecuniafy compensation in parf, or
made large reservations fur themnselves.
| The deeds though sarying in words, are
substantially as followd—¢v For the use
and benefit of all the States composing the
Union (N. Carolina included) according
fo their proportion in the general charge
and . expenditure.; and they shall be faith-
fully disposed of for that purpose and for
no other use or purpose whatsoever.” = II
then these historicdl facts be true, it.is
perfectly clear, we ence, had title to this
domain 3 we ceded it for a particular pur.
pose, to wit;- *sto Constitute & common
benefit.” and by the covenant they were
to be disposed of for thet purpose, and no
other. ras

Now I need not ask, Mr. Speaker, a-|
ny legal gentlewman in my hearing, but I
will submit it te any mind capable of
comprehending the import of wards, that
[if that parpose and none other furwhich,
they were granted is answered, ought they
not to revert bick to us. If those bur-
thens are removed, . ani, those debts paid]
off, for which purposes they were convey-
ed to the General Guvernmenr, does it
not follow Beyond the' reach of doubt, that
the frust having been satisfied, the trus-
tee should now pay over o these who
wade the conveyance 7 Sir, it is too plain
to require any thing more than a state-
ment, : '

I do-not wish to be underst
ing fnr.llne States that cedec
exclusively, all the proceeds :

fined to the Mississippi river—South-Ca-.

their sale, for two teasons—1st,

a large pnr!in'u of the lands unsold wete}

of her ancestor in morakand physical im-+
provement, and in a fit of generosity wel

tion was about to lead, ‘and by a'resolu-’

L I will new, Mr. Speaker, anticipate

las well as that purchased from Spain-and
great-’

and if there canbé ar}();
{

ing the terrilory and ether property of the

‘&nd on tha principlé’ too,” that the rales
‘shall be fully adequate to the wapts of,
‘Government; no person in his senses is

if'the attempt were made.
ahd ratg of duties being now fixed by,

—
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acquired by treaty from France & Spain,
which cost in all about 30 milliens of dol-
lars, and of course were paid fur by the
peanie at larze—2dly, 1 do not think
that a native of Nurth-Carolina, or any
other old State, by remming to Alabama
or Missouri thereby surrenders his inter-
est in those lands which were acquired by
the blood and treasure of his aucestors.
It is but fair the nett proceeds should be
divided as indicated in the Resolutions ;
and since the General Government now
holds these lands, avd can survey and se!l
them, and collect the proceeds with more |
uniformity and Jdespatch than the separate
States conld, it-is certainly expedient
that the present system should be adhered
to, and the nett proceeds divided amoug
the States, rather than the lands.

Let us now enquire whether the state
of things has arrived which was anticipa-
ted, and by the operalion of which this
branch of revenue is no longer needed by
the General Government. We are in:
formed by the President and the Secre-
tarv_of the Treasury, that on the 1st'duy
of January, 1855, every cent of the Na-
tional debt will be paid off, and a sarplus
of some willions be left in the Preasury,
So then, the great end having been attain-
ed for which they were granted, they are
no longer wanted for that purpose, and
that astonishing epoch has arrived in the
history of civilized nations and is now
presented to the world, of a nation of 13
(o 15 millions ol freemen,living under the
happiest form of government known to
man, after having gone saccessfully thro’
two wars with the most powerful and en-
lightened nation in the world, is nat bur-
thened with one cent of public debt.—
Are there any other causes for retaining
this revenue ? Let us see. The reports
from the Treasury Department inform us
that the ordinary revenues of the Gavern-
ment, arisiag from duties on imports,
now amount to from S to 5 millions more
than is necessary to pay the curremt ex-
penses of Government—so from the 1st
of this menth, we will have in the Trea-
suf'y a surplus of from 5 to 10 millions of
do}lars annually over the legitimate wants
of the country, for the support of the Fe-

eral- Government;. and I know of ne
other ohject to which this fand could be
applied that would bring the application
within the object of the grants—to wit:
¢4to be applied to the commnon benefit of
all the Statesand no other."

two objections te this wmeasure, whicly, as
they have with some plausibility been
made elsewliere, it is tn be presumed
that they may be urged here. Ft is held
by seme, that Cengress has no power
(under the Constitution) to dispese of
these lands, or of their proceeds, among
the States, because they were convéyed
before the Constitution was aduvpted.—
There are two effectual answers fu that
objection—Ist, there is nothing in the
deeds themselves to prohibit such a dia-
position, but they shew on their [ace it
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Or sheuld it be paid aver io its real and

ariginal nwners, the Statel who stand in
need of its aid, and with it might effect
valuable purposes ? b

I cowme naw, Sir, to th®&reasons which
should indute ug to act st-present, and
promptly, i6 this matter. 2 An apinion or
!ulv-n.i«t now prevaient in tae West, gain-
ng _.‘-l"“‘“d_.!h“y. and nov advocated by
the President. that these lands ought to
be surrendeted to the Statés in which they
are located.. or be sold to them, which is
the same thing in the end:as giving them.
If this questisn is not setited hefore the
members from the-new States take their
seatd in Congress under: the census of
1840, the West will have s» decided a
majority, that all hope o this resource
will be entirely cut off forever. It re-
quires oo prophet to foreqee, that before
many years shall pass ove” our heads, the
ivhabitants of.the great valley of the Mis-
wissippi and.its tributarieg, will (by their
numbers) cempletely corw;rul the destinies
of this codntry, '
I have said. 1o sell these lands to the

new States would be tantameunt to giving
them, for how under heaven are they to

pay for them? ‘Take -one State as an ex-

ample. Illinois has 158 Q00 population,

but about 311 millions of aeres of public
lands.  No# if we so'd this to her at the

minimum price, it would amount tn near-

ly 40 milliohs of dullars, Br at half price
to 20 millions of dellars. “Could she pos-

sibly pay it. 8ir, could she ever pay the
inferes! on that sum which would exceed

a million unnually. Aadpray how could

we enfurce payment, for if vou retained

a wmortgage in the land, they would not
sell.  ‘To talk then of selling them, is to
me, per'ect nonsense, if 1 may be par-
doned the word;—and to give thewn away,

{dropping the constitutiunal right so
to dispose of them,) what reason on earth
can be assigned for making such a dona-
tion tn these States. For whilst T ad-
mit that a mative of Virginia or North-
Carolina’ does not relinguish or impair
Ais right to’ this domain; by removing
south or west: 1000 miles, [ am at a loss
to conceive by what rules of induction
any one can iufer by so movinghe acquires
any new claims. Again, 8Sir: let us now
see what’hag already been'done for these
new Stafes, [ wil{rud Arom a report
wmade on an official eall feom Congress.

Granis of lands te the Western States.

I The 16th section for Public Stthools, 8,000,000
2 For Int Improvement in W. iStates, 2,200,000

3 For colleges and Universitiesin do+ 500,000
4 For Religiops and charitable institutions, 90,000
‘5 For seats of State Governmeafs 21,000
6 For Baline Reservations, ‘A 299,000

Total no. of acres granted the Wast, 11,100,000
It is to be Keptin mind, that in ll
these grants, they are perinitted to select
the lands and sell them on any credit
they please. On these terms they may
be fairl aed at.from 810 to 15 per
acre. iﬁ:%ﬂ'uﬁghnndred‘milIiun of (lr:nl-
lars then these States havéalready ; add
now the pre-emption, right, and the 5 per
cent. on the amount of the sale in their

was a trust fund created in the’General [boundaries, and a reasonable man would

Government and the right to return what
is left, alter accomplishing the object at
the grant, to the grantees, fvllows neceﬂ-
garily. 2d, the Federal Constitution
was adopted, it 18 true, since these lapds
were conveyed, but;the States that cedel
them have subsequently ratified and
adopted the Constitution; so that being,
the fast- act must govern,. supposing the:

two to be inconsistent, which 1 deny.— |

Again—all the land ceded by Georgia,

France, which now: cgmu'm:les the
er part of the unsold public lands, were

obtained by the Gengral Governméhtsince

the adoption of the Federal Constitution:
doubt ‘in’ véghrd
to this questizo as-a-Constitutional one,
the plain words of the 3d sec. of the 4th
article of the Constitation will &ispose
of that doubt—it'reads thus : “*Cangress
shall have power to dispose of and make
all needful rules and regulations respect-

Urited States, &c.” I must say, sin,'in
candour, I can scarcely believe any wman
of sense speaks the truth, when he pro-
fesses to doubt the Constitutinnabright ol
Congress over the public lands as herein
recommended. "3
Another objection urged against fhis

suppose thetn completely surfeited ;—bat
this it appears only increflses the appe-
tite fyr turther indulgences. Theycomne
forward and.ask apprypriations of money
1o clear out every river and creek in the
Western States, and to sugh an extentis
this avagicious spirit carfied, that last
winter it ix sard, a Jurge appropriation
tvas made to clear out a river that had no
water in it, but-the bed of which was com-
ﬁlr_tely dry.’ They are not content with

aving all their rvads and rivers cleaned
vut, culleges, public schooss and capitols
erécted by the public lands, and then a
large portion: of the lands to boot, but
they now begin to cry out for the whole!

rC.m any ome be surprised at the extraor-

dinary presperity ‘ol the Western States
under these circumstanees? Was ever
a‘country on earth opened to emigrants
on such favorable terms? > Why sir, we
.might as well be surprised at the pros-
perity of a ynupg Farmer who had a father
standing by with a heavy purse, out of
whieh he bought him Ia.nd,_i’mught him the
hands, cut hig ditches. made his roads
and built his howses. Under such a state
of things, conld he help prospering. The
only thing that surprises ir'e is, that the
old States are net depopulated under
such .a system. ' '

mensure was that we' should reduce the
duties on imports below the wants of Go-
verpment, and make up the deficiency
out of the sales of:the public lands.—
‘That was a' plausible argument perhaps
at the time Mr. Hayne resorted to. jt—
but 1£ no longer applies; for now the Ta-
rift is settled and fixed at a compremine,
at a cerfair rate of duties for ten yeurs;

disposed to disturb that question ‘pow;
‘nor would he be so permitted 1 presume,
Themprinciple

gowpromise for ten years at least, il not
ferever, it is-useless o expect that they
will be reduced. Is then this five millions
to be idle in the 'l're_nsgfg‘ﬂf‘ to, be ex-
pended by the’ Genéral Government in

Naq doubt, Mr.Speaker, \hose who have
paid no attention to these things believe
I am laboring under a misiake ; but sir,
did 1. not have tive facts before me in
print, officially commaunicrted to Con-
gress, 1 would not believe it myself. All
whae are in the habit of regarding the ac-
sion of Congress on this subject, know
too well the favischére stated ; and those
who are got, h@s¥e; but to' turn to the
acts passen-#t amy scssion of Congress,
for_many .. past, fo see the do-
nations of _laod made for some asylum,
L cullege, or cpeek, that iz not considered
notienaly for it it be & natienal river or
creek, thry tan get the-money voted di-
rectly 3 but if it be nut hational, then
they. get the amount in Jand. I hope
I will pot be understoad as .complaining
ol the western mni fur pbtaining these
donations ;but §de complain sir, at that

purchasing up «listricts jof country; by|policy, which takes.froma fund created

| the-adoptiun of'a'system of Internal Am-
as

provement that recognisés no

by
l"ll ”d fwu‘le .‘w#neﬁt” .f !iﬁ
1a 3pply it exclusivel g, and for a’period

only.  And I cannnt loak with compas-

LIKE BROTHERS”?

sion, or even with a proper feeling of
respect on those members. from the old
States who have for the last two years
opposed the measures introduced into
Congress on this same subject. | fear
siry the apposition in a certain high quar-
fer, proceeded more from enmity to the
distinguished statesman who originated
the bill that passed by so large u- vote,
than from what was stated in the paper
signed by his hand ; as a man on such
occasions must have some reason for his
course, and #s those assigned are adimitt-
cid to be mere affectations, 1 am at a loss
for any other cause than the one hinted
at.  And 1t is a sufficient cause to decide
the_course of many miserable creatures
in Congress (it'is well known, and now
become not only a subject for boasling
but the road to political office with the
people.) to learn how the wind b'ows
about a certain quarter, to shape their
course accordingly.

But to return to- the question—Is the
application of this common fund general
among the States, or is it partial? Let
us examine. 1 will ask the gentlemen
from the Albemarle country, haw many
spades la!l of sand has the General Go.
vernment removed fiom Currituck Inlet
or Nagg®s Head, once outlets to the seu,
now as dry as this floor ; has a log or
sand bar been removed from one of your
rivers or [rom the sound—you a!l answer
no.  Let e ask my friends from Roan-
oke, vyes, and also from the Neuse, Tar,
Yadkin and Catawba how many dams
across your rivers has the General Go-
verrment erected to improve your navi-
gation, or how many snags antl sand bars
have been removed By lher. Again sir,
when has a dollar or an acre of this pub-
lic domain, that our ancestors acquired
by such sacrifices and sufferings, been
granted to North-Carolina, either for a
common school, or even for an asylum
for the unfortunate—~not one cent, if 8o,
I should like to hear of it. There is a
thing shovelling sand, we are told, near
Ocracoke, where nothing but the immuta-
ble laws of hydrostatics prevent us from
being completely land-locked ; the ap-
propriation for this object, which was not
desired by 50 men in the State, and is of
no account now nor was it ever designed
to be ; and that at the Cape Fear, amount-
ed to about $20,000 when our share of
the proceeds of the Public Lands last
year would have been $226,000. J

Will any gentlemen here point me out
a Road er Canal, a College, a School, or
any thing, or cffyrt on the part of the
General Government to improve the phy-
sical condition of N. Carclina, or tle
moral coendition of her people? T fear
none can show me the place, or the ap-
propriation—still she has had the use of
our lands, and received our revenue for
50 years. Every river and creek in Ohio,
Iltinois, Indiana, Tennessee, &c. though
1200 miles [rom the sea are National, and
so cleared out ¢ but our rivers runn-
ing directly into the sea, or into large
sounds are considered unworthy of notice.
[t is highly natienal, and for the *¢com-
mon benefit,’® to give land for the pur-
pose of educating all the pour children
fn Alabama and Mississippi, but neith-
er National nor for the ¢ common bene-
fit,” to wnake similar donations for the rd-
ucation of poor chiidren in North Ca-
rolina.  And why is this so, and whoe
are to blame? We are solely to blame
ourselves ; lor many times these things
could have been got merely by ask-
ing for thew ; and one cause why we have
»0 remained is, that we unlortunately
have been always hanging on somne great
man’s skirt, and worshipping wiM con-
stantly, instead of attending to our do-
mestic wants, Ever since | could recol-
lect, the pevple have been in this state,
divided intotwo classes. One large class
have remained in a State of torpor, re-
aardiess of all things; and the balance
have been trying to elect sume particular
man President, who, in return, has treat-
ed them.with silent contempt; or attempt-
ing to stuff down the people some abstract
political doctrine, (which the lecturers
could not understand themselve, and
which could affect North-Carolinas in no
shape or form) whether the notiop of some
great man fram Vierginia or South-Caro-
lina was orthordox er heterodox : -1 say

Virginia or South-Carolina, brcause there

we have been taught to look for greal
men—/or if a native son with the wisdom
of Solomon and eloquence of Cigero,
lived in North-Carolina, bhe wou!ﬂ be

rated at hpme an ordinary man, and that

strong disposition in ogr penpl(t, g0 walch-
ful to suppress merit, would rise and de-
stroy him before he'could have an wppor-
tunity of being known. - Pardon this
short apparent digression, but I believe
this to have heen one, if not the great
reason why the State and the people of N.
Carolina have been so neglected. I will
return to the lands.

It appears from the Secretary of the
Treasury’s Report, the nett proceed« .of
the public lands for the year 1832 ex-
ceeded three millions, that of ’35 exceed-
ed four millions, and that of 54 will be
five millions of dotlars. Now if this lend
which is entirely free from all liets and
asurplas fund in the hands of govers t
shouid be- divided according fo T 1

natioval, where votes canuot be b:m‘hl ilof, m.&qﬂg bene tf;l -{qq_ ,ﬂates

- -y

kI}q;‘ufﬂ;im among the States, North Ca J

———— e

rolina would have had: the first

;
year
81.38.001); next vear $187,000; and now.
this very moment. we would have been
entitled ta $226.000 for our part of tha

sales of last year. Bat this, Sir, is held
te be a suiall affair in comparison to the
love which many have for certain great
men—anid should Le lost without a mo- .
ment’s hesitation soaner than offend Gen.

Jacksen. It appears from estimates, the
Govecnment now has about 170 millions
of acres’of land surveyed; and that there
is a biliion and go-million of acres mow
ansold belonging to this *¢‘comwon fund.?”
The idea of xurreniering this immense
property, or giving it away, can tq my
mind scarcely be dreamed of, much less
really contemplated by any rational man.
Itavall afford a constantly increasing foun-
tain, from-whence the old States may
reap a revenne, that will. enable them to
overcome the many ebstructions by na.
ture to their prosperity, and to .elevate
the moral and intellectual state of their
people. ' :

I come naw fo the last branch of the
enquiry, and by far the most disagreea-
ble part to me. I am determined to bs "’
distinctly vnderstoods. My facts you ail
will admit—and the inferences shall be
plain and direct, that those who see or
hear can but draw the same. I believe
sir, the best mode of curing a political -
disesse is, (o let the people first know
that it existe; a plain and practical rem-
edy will soon be found :—what are our
wants, (or political diseases ;) and then
we will see to what uses this money can
be applicd.

We have been a free State 58 years-——
more than half a century—during which
time, we have had a Legislature compos--
ed of some two hundred men or more, to
meet annually ; and pray what have they
done ? Why sir, they have made laws of
which few ever heard after the first read-
ing. and we have 'expended’ aboat two
millions of dollars for the privilege of law
making. 1 can tell more readily, sir,
what we have not done, althov we have
had fifiy years to accomplish it in. We
have not one single public school or col-
lege, or means provided to educate the
poor or helpless orphan; we have no rail.
road or canal, nor have we drained a
swamp or- levelled a hill 3=—we have no
fixed or permanent Judiciary, but all
courts fluctuating with time and events;
crimninal, civil and chancery proceedings
all mixed up together; not a peniteatiary
to reform the wicked, nor a’ wurihouse
to confine the profligate—but d@fter lying
in jail in idleness a few months, crimi-
nals are turned loose on the publie, teo
commit again with impunity the same of-
fences. Notan asylum is to be found in
the whole State, either lor the old er-in-
firm, or for the lunatie, the ineang, the
widow or the old soldier, the crippled,
the deaf, dumb or blind. No sit,we have
literally done nothing; and | would th
any geotleman te point out te me any
Law that has been passed for the last80
vears with which the penple could not
have very well dispensed. gir, when ab-
sent from the State and among strangers,
cam you point to a law, or refer to an ine "
stitution in our native State with either

ride or satisfaction ? Na sir, we must
Ee dumb or change the conversation as [
have had to many times, How is this
melancholy and deplorable state of af-
fairs to be accounted for ? 1Is it possible
our pesple are less patriotic, or the legis-
lature less wise, than the legislators of
other States, or are our law-.givers less
attentive to the interest of our people ?
Sir, it is expected by the civilized world
that every community in this enlightened
age ‘will do sowething to advance the mo-
ral condition of man, and the| physical
improvement of the country, beth ef
which ifgthis State have been shamefully
neglect.® Our political degradation is.
complete, and I fear destined’|so to re-
main; for if by accident we get 2 man in
the councils of the nation capable of giv-
ing tone or standing to the country, eve-«
ry little demagogue in the State forth-
with regards him with envy, and as an
object in his way to office, and sels about
to pull him drwn;in a short time per-
vuades the people that he i3 entirely too
great a man te be their friend—Fforthwith
they hurl him from office, and put in his
place one unknowing and" unkn@wn, and
whose peculiar merit consists in drinking
whiskey, shaking hands, and an affecta-
tion of great love for the e. Sir, [nev-
er hear a man talking of his republican
principles & peculiar fove for the people,
that I do not inveluntarily goard myself
against a hypocrite ; for itisa law of hu-
man natare almost without exception,
that man never possesses that qualijy or
virtue, which by words heis particalarly
anxious te indace the-public to believe
he possesses. 'We ficver see a brave man
constantly Karping on his own courage,
but if so, vest assured he is a coward;nor
a really pious 'man, eternally t'ellmitlze
public how eharitable and religions he is’
—nor Sir, i3 the real fiiend of the pen-
ple always smiling ofi’ them,  and telling
them how much he loves them.

‘This misetdbe stat@of affairs then
ceeds from two canses, both of which can
he overcome.” 1 nt——Waﬂt_t' W ma
among the great mass n'-jm’_ h
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