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STATE CONVENTION.

CONTINUATION OF PROCEEDINGS.

Saturday, June 18.

The Order of the day being the Report
of the Committee of the Whole, on the 4th
Resolution, which had repdrted a Resolu-
tion in the following words, viz :

“ Resolved, That free Negroes and Mulattoes
within four degrees, shall not be allowed ts vote for
Members of the Semate or House of Commons of
this State.” .

Mr. Bryan remarked, that the difficulty
he had 'suggested to the gentleman from
Hatifax (Judge Daniel,) had not been, to
his mind, satisfactorily removed by that
gentleman ; and that he would briefly sub-
mit to the Committee, his views upon this
subject. It is remarked by a distioguish-
ed author, ¢ that the Constitution of a
State may be free, and the subject not so
~—the subject free, and not the Constitu-
tion.” ' The free negro, who does not en-
joy an equality of rights with the white
man, although he may be free to a certain
extent,is subject to a civil slavery, and this
is ot inconsistent with the enjoyment of
civil liberty, although it may bea partial
restraint or madification of the uncontroll-
ed exercise of all its ﬂivileges. This
state of society will be found to exist un-
der alaidst every Government ; for in pro-
portien as you' grant exclusive privileges
and rights, to mobles, or other privileged
orders of society, you degrade, enslave
and diminish the rights of others, who are
excluded from a participation in them,
and thus in a measure, preduce a system

f ciend
thus deprived of the enjoyment of squal
rights, are freemen, and are recognized
as such by the: Constitution of the coun-
try. [ do mot, therefore think, that much
strength of argumeat is derived from the
Fact that they are called freemen, abstract-
Iy considered from their rights as such.
The gentleman further remarks, that they
ecved long and faithfully in the Revolu-
tionary war; this argument would apply
with equal force and pertinency to our
slaves, many of whom, the history of our
country informs us, -¢¢ did the State great
and important services,” in that trying
and momentous pertod, and fought man-
fully and bravely in the embattied ranks
of our Revolationary armies ; but the
force and effect of this argument is much
diminished alsa, by the fact, that at the
second Congress of the United States, an
act was passed excluding them from bear-
ing arms in the militia.  Honorable gen-
tlemen have appealed to our magnanimi-
ty, and endeavored to excite our symps-
thy in'their behalf—to my mind their lot
and condition is a miserable one, and far
surpasses the nondescript situation of the
ancient Helots and Villiens, or the igno-
ble condition of the oppressed peasantry
of Poland, or the equivocal freedom of the
European Swiss. This is to my mind; a
nation ef white people, and the enjoyment

of any civil or social righ_tl. by a distinct 1

class of individuals, is merely permissive,
and unless there is a perfect equality in
every respect, it canuot be demanded as
right ; the history of our country informs
us, that all the colored population were
originally slaves, the first importation ha-
ving been made into Virginia in the yér
one thousand six hundred and twenty ;
and it is now a matter of corious and in-
teresting inquiry, how those who were
subsequently emancipated, acquired the
political rights of freemen. Is there to be
found on record, any act of the Govern-
ment, whereby these rights have been
concéded to them ? An(ﬁ 18 it not rather
to be feared that party strife and warfare,
have given them a political importance
which the institutions of the country ne-
verintended, and that, a long and-silent
acquiescence in the enjoyment of certain
political rights, have created a violent
Presumption ift their favor. I presume
that ‘wihen they were emancipated, they
were permitted, without any express: au-
thority, to enjoy certain civil or social
mights—the peace ‘snd security of society
required it, and there was not ingincom-
patible * with the freedom and safety of
the State” in this. Civil or social rights,
aredefined by Mr. Justice Blackstone to
be reducible to three heads : the i'ight of
E{;ﬂ?m le:l:!l:'ty 3 the right of personal
€rty ; and the right of private property.
Can it be donites.'thaf the lr';c Pnecgzo
:}'"2*!1, be permitted in our Gevernment,
ully to enjoy all these without being in-
vested with “those political rights which
Wre 5o loudly aud eloguently claimed for

A

him, bj-his able advacates on this floor.
1 by the laws of a State, the master is
permitted to emancipate his slave, and

‘|thus.to withdraw from him his protection

and care, and consequently the security

he must nec
and equity of the same laws, become in-
vested with certain civil or social rights,
which will enable him to maintain his new
relative situation in society ; and these
are all that he can claim. Areany more
rights, than those of personal security,
personal liberty and private property, es-
sentially requisite to preserve and main-
tain the civil existence of this manufactn-
red freeman. The nature of aur Gav.
ernment and the institutions of the coun.
try, never contemplated that they should
be placed upon an equality with the free
white man. Does the Act of Assembly,
which empowers our Superior Courts, up-
on petition, &c.'of the owner of a slave,
to cause him to be emancipated, confer
upon that tribunal any power.or authority
to invest and confer upon the emancipated
slave, any political rights ? In my hum-
ble judgment, and I advance the opinion
with due deference to the distinguished
gentleman from Halifax /Judge Daniel,)
such a construction'is a misrepresentation
of the powers of the act. It is true that
the emancipated slave, in a qualified sense
of the term, is made a freeman, but only
su goad the master—he is by the opera-
tion of that act, liberated and discharged
fiom the control and dominion of his mas-
ter, and made ¢¢a free negro.” I would
ask, in order to test the soundness of this
construction, if the Legislature of any
State can confer the rigiits of citizenship
upon any individual, and whether any
gentleman will advance the opinion, that
any person, other than a citizen, can be
permitted *¢ to vote for members of the
Senate and House of Commons ?* 3 a
free negro a citizen ? This brings me to
the dilﬁ:::lt which T suggested te the
gentleman from Halifax, at tWe opening
of this debate. If he is a citizen, he is
entitled to the full benefit of that clause
in the Constitution of the United States,
which declares that ¢ the citizens of each
State shall be entitled to all the privileges
and immunities of citizens in the several
States.” And is this the fact ? Has not
eur Legislature declared, and that too
under the sanction of our Superior Courts,
that no free megre shall come into our

j and yet those whe are|State except under very severe restrict-

ions, and if any of them shall leave it and
be absent more than three months, he shall
in case he returns, be subjected to high
penalties, deprived of his liberty and re-
duced to a condition worse than that of
our slaves. In South-Carolina, a similar
law has been enacted by the Legislature
of that State, and a case arising under it,
in which a free negro. coming into the
State was declared by one of its Courts
to have incurred the penalties. [Here
Judge Daniel remarked that the constita-
tionality of that law bad never been de-
termined by the Supreme Court of that
State, but only by am.inferior Court.}—
Mr. B. remarked that the force of the ar-
gument was not much impaired by that
fact—if this law involved the great and
inalienable rights of man, and conflicted
with the fundamental law of the 1and, and
was 80 manifest a violation of" principle,
why was not the questipn carried by ap-
peal to a tribuna! of ultimate resort ?—
Why was the decisionofan inferior Court,
upon a matter which involved the freedom
or slavery of a_human being, acquiesced
in 2 If this sdpesed infringement of a
perlect right, was deemed of sufficient
importance toirequire a resort to an infe-
rior Court, the magnitude of the princi-
ple, the interests of the country, and jus.
tice to the free negro, if the decision be-
ow were incorrect, demanded a correc-
tion of the error by a Supreme tribunal.
The uniform_acquiescence in the consti-
tutisnality af the law, public opinion, le-
gislative construction, and the decisions
of our inferior Courts, at least create a
violent presumption in favor of its cor-
rectness, and demand much respect in the
discussion of a doubtful right. The States
of Virginia, Ohio, Maryland, Louisiar.la
and others, have expressly deglared in
their respective Constitutions, that a free
negro is not ‘a citizen, by depriving him
of the rightwefsuffrage : and the gentleman
from Halifax might with equal propriety
declare, that the Constitutions of those
several States were in conflict with the
Constitution of the United States, and
consequently void. T .will not attribute
such monstrous doctrines to that distin-
guished gentleman ; although, according
to my humble judgment, there is 4 mani-
fest conflict of authority and power, be-
tween thpacts of the Legislature alluded
to and the Constitutiopns of these States,
a_nd :lh“ of the Upnited States, if it be in-
sisted upon that a free negro is a citizen.

¢ gentleman from Warren (Mr. Ed-
wards) expresses deubts, whether a free
negro is not included in the term freeman,
%o oftep mentioned in the Bill of Rights
and Constitution of this State. If he be
the descriptii personze, which that term in-
cludes, there is then, an end of this diffi-
calty and debate. The expressioh of opi-
nion adv&nced by the venerable President
of this Convention (Mr. Macon) who was
cotemporary with the formation.of the
present Constitution of this State, is en-
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which as property, they threw around him,
arily, by virtue of the spirf|
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 titled to great respect, and coincides with
the generally received opinion on the #iib-
Ject, -
the formation of that Constitution, a free
negro was never known to vote, and that
he well recollects, that they never exer-
cised that privilege until a long fime af-
ter the adoption of the Constitution.—
The caption to the Constitution of our
State, declares it to be *+ the Constitution
or form of government agreed 1o and re-
sulved upon by the Representatives of the
Jreemen of the State of North Carolina,
elected and-chosen for that particular pur-
pose;” and in the body of the Constitu-
tion, after enumerating the grievances,

subjected by the British Monarch, it de-
clares that, < therefore, we the Represen-
tatives of the freemen of North Carolina,
chosen and assembled in Congress, for
the express purpose, &c. If free negroes,
were not, previous to that time, nor un-
til a lung, time after, permitted to vote,
they were not represented in the Con-
gress of Halifax ; they had no part nor
lot in the election of the representatives,
and in the formation of our Constitution,
the representatives never deriveid any au-
thority from the free negroes, as a con-
stituent of the freemen of the State ; the
Constitution was not framed with an eye
to their rights & pritfleges, & they were
nol regarded at that time, as composing
a part, even of the freemen of North Car-
olina, and with due deference, I make
the assertion, that they are not freemen,
within the meaning and operation of our
Constitution. T would respectfully ask,
whether an instance can be found, where
a free™negro was permitted to vote for
delegates to the Congress of 1778, on
which the old  articles of Confederation
were formed ; and whether in declaring
therein, that the citizens of each State,
shall have free ingress, and egress, to
and from any other State, and shall en-
Joy therein, all the privileges of tr-s and
commerce, subject to the same ties,
&c. as the inhabitants thereof respective-
ly 3 it even was confemplated, or admit-
ted, that free negroes, were intended to
be included within the provision. The
history of the times proves the contrary,

and the declarations of the venerable
gentleman from Warren, (Mr. Macon,)
have assured this Convention, that pre-
vious to, that time, and long after,

they were not considered as citizens, so
as to entitle them to vote. Having satis-
fied my mind, that previvus to our Revo-
lution, and a long time after the adoption
of our Constitution, they were not per-
mitted to vote, nor regarded as citizens,
and freeman in the acceptation of the
terms required by the Constitution, I
would enquire, how have they since be-
come freemen and citizen$, so as te enti-
tle them to this important privilege >—As
was very properly remarked by the gen-
tleman from Warren, (Mr. Macon,) who
ever heard of a colored man being natu-
ralized, or being called upon to take the
oath of allegiance? I venture to affirm,
that no such record can be produced, and
no one instance alluded to. If then, free
negroes at these respective times, were
not regarded as citizens, &c. can the
State of North Carolina, make them ci-
tizens of these United States, either by
any power she may derive from her own
Constitution, er the exercise of those re-
served rights, which the Constitution of
the United States guarantees to each
State ?  One of the expressly granted
powers to Congress, is, to establish an
uniform rule of naturalization ; and, so
long as a provision to effect this object, 1s
in existence, I apprehend that no State
can admit a class of individuals, to the!
rights of citizenship of these U. States,
in acy other way, or by any other pre-
scribed mode ; I would even go further,
and say, that ifthey are toall intents and
purposes, citizens of the State, they are
citizens of the United States ; and if my
construction be correct, the same power,
viz. our SuperiordCourts, which emanci-
pates the Slave frim the control and do-
minion of his master, makes him a citi-
zen ol the United States, inasmuch as the
advocates contend that an emancipated
Slave is a freeman, and has a right to
vote.—This would be a virtual repeal of
the exercise of, or a concurrent@power
with the naturalization acts of the™nited
States, either of which, [|need not say,
would be unconstitutional.—What be-
comes of the inalienable rights of these
boasted freemen and citizens, when the
Legislature of our State passed an act, au-
thurizinE the Courts, upon conviction of
any ol them,for a petty misdemeanor an

an-inability on their part to pay the costs
thus incurred, that they should be hired
out for the same? " If tke same policy
had have been adopted, with regsrd to

the ‘ﬂu white citizens, is there & doubt
in s Convention, but that with one

voice, from the Mountains te the Sea-
shore, the people, the judiciary, and all
the ‘powers of the government, would
have declared, that the act was void, and
that it was an uncenstitutional *depri-
vation of the liberties and privileges of a
freeman.” It cannot be disguised that

“there is a vast and mj ty difference, be-
tween the. Constitutional rights and rn
vileges; of a free white man, and a free
negro, or else thet legislative construc-

tivn, and acts, have dooe gross and vio-
‘.
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He has declared, that previous to|C

and appressions to which we had been
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[lent injustice to this unfortunate class of
inhabitants. Tt is also true, that the
onvention act, by virtue of which we
are authorized to amend the Constitution,
in empowering us to abrogate or restrict
the right of free nezroes or mulatoes to
vote, would seem to imply, that they
were heretofore-entitled to tfnis privilege,
or why abrogate and restrict
they had no right to enjuy?
to admit, that this has
deubtful right, -and that in expressin
the decided d#pinion which I maintain, %
differ from many of the wost distinguish-
ed gentlemen gf this Convention, but [
?nnot believe'that clause of the actas a
nncession of the right to the free ne-
groes, but as only the expression of the
willingness, and anxiety of the peaple
to have this long vexed ‘question put to
rest. I have ever entertained the opin-
ion _that they had no right to vote, and
must ‘confess, that [ have heard no argu-
ment that convinces me of the incorrect-
ness of that opinion. Nurth Carolina is
the only Southern State in the Union,
that has permitled them to enjoy this pri-
vilege, and so far as my experience and
observation extends, her interests have
not been promoted by the cencession of
the privilege ; & I venture toassert, that
the wellare and prosperity of those States
that.hayve ex€luded them, have been ver
materially advanced, by denying to them
the elective franchise.” As I previously
remarked, this is a nation of white peo-
ple—its offices, honors, dignities, and
privileges, are alone open to, and to
be enjoyed by white peopie. I am for ne
amalgamation of colours. The God of na
ture has made this marked and distinc-
tive difference between us, for some wise
purpose, and assigned to each colour their
proper and appropriate part of the globe,
and [ never can consent to this equality,
until “the Ethiopian shall be enable to
change his color, and the Lenpard his
spots.” Does expedisncy, or a sound po-
licy require us to grant them this privi-
lege? | am aware, that there are many
of this unfortunate race, who are deservy-
ing of a better political fate than will be
entailed upon them by this act of disfran-
chisement, and whilst I regret the neces-
sity -which compels me to include the
good among the bad, I must enforce the
sound political maxim, that the interest
of the few, must yield to the public good.
It is said that it is an act of gross injus-
tice, and a violation of the Constitution,
to disfranchise those who pay taxes, &c,
and to control their property and liber-
ties by laws, which rtheir representatives
never made! What burdens of the go-
vernment do they bear, and to what a-
mount is the public Treasury swelled by
their taxes? What care, anxiety and in-
terest do they feel in the welfare and pros-
perity of the gevernment? When the
laws of the land secure to them the en-
joyment of personal security, personal
liberty, and private property, and ex-
empt them from many onerous duties,
they are well repaid for their poor, and
very inadequate slippport of the govern-
ment. If this be truly a violation of the
Constitution, it would by the same rea-
soning, be equally as unjust and dppres-
sive, to exclude them from seats in the
Senate and House of Commons, from the
offices of Governor, Judge, &c. for i by
that instrument, they are entitled to vote,
they are not debarred by that instrument,
from the enjoyment of these high & impor-
tant posts of honor and emolument.—
There must be some stopping place to
this latitudinarian concession of political
rights, for the more you make, the great-
er seems to be the necessity of conceding
others, and the best policy requires that
you should adopt that course which will’
create the least dissatisfaction,.and close
the avenue to their ambitious hopes, and
give certainty and permanency to our in-
stitutions upon this subject in all coming
time. Suppose by admitting them into
the political family of the State, they
should increase in number so as to con-
stitute the majority of voters, will this
construction which their advocates have
iven to our Constitution, exclude them
rom all the high offices of -the State, and
deprive them of the sule control and man-
agement of our State government? I
auswer no ! and the extension of the prin-
ciples of their argument, satisfactoril
convinces me of the danger, illegality
and inexpediency of the propesed mea-
sure, and of the certainty that the Con-
stitution never contemplated that they
were embraced within the term ¢free-
men,’ as therein contained, or that they
were entitled to the political privileges
appertaining to that term. The State of
North Carolina is surrounded by States,
that have taken away from them, all the
privileges of fremen, except tHose of a
social character. ' I8t it be understood
that we have incorporated in our Consti-
tution, a provision, granting them cer-
tain high political rights, and givea to
them an equality, which is extended to
them in no other State ; and what will
be the consequence ? Our good old State
will become the asylum of free negroes,
they wiil come in crowds, from the North,
South and West, and we shall be overrun
a miserable and worthless population :
we hold out inducements, to any por-
tion of the human race, to come and set-

that whieh
I am free

been regarded as a

tle among us, let it be to those of sober,
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honest and industrious habits, and such
as feel an interest in, and duly appreci-
ate the institutions of the country. —Ad-
mit, for the sake of arguma, that you
aextend: the #ight of suffrage tg the

flegm—dd'f’ou benefit him, or advance the
interest of the country ! Sir, yop
make him the corrupt tool of the design-
ing and ambitious demagogue, and sub-
Ject him to a slavery fen times mure igno-
minious than that of the disfranchised
private citizen—you increase the sour-
ces of corruption for your own citizen ,
without confersing-any benefit on the free
negro. The restriction of the right to
vote, to tiose who shall be possessed of
a freehold estate of the value of two,hun-
dred and fifty dollars, free fromy#ll in-
cumbrances, will be either productive of
great [rauds, or amount to an almost to-
tal disfranchisement. 1 am opposed o
every measure which ia in conflict with
my conceived mitions of the construction
of the old Constitution, and entertaining
these opinions, as well upon the policy as
the expediency of the measure, I can
never consent that the voice of the free
negro should weigh, or be heard in the
disposition of my property and rights.—
It may be urged, that this is a harsh and
cruel doctrine, and unjust; and by no
means reciprocal in its operation. I do

yjnot acknowledge any equality between

the white man and free negro, in the en-
Joyment of political rights—the free ne-
gre is the citizen of necessity, and maust,
as long as he abides among us, submit to
the laws which necessity and the peculi-
arity of his situation compel us to adopt.
It is said that by depriving them of this
right, you degrade them, and thus make
them dangerous citizens. ‘The fact proves
the reverse, for in several of the Eastern
counties, they are not permitted to 'vote,
and they have acquiesced in this deter-
mination with cheerfulness.and content-
ment—their exciteent and interest, nev-
er extend beyond the temporary grati-
fication of the enjoyments of the muster
ground and election, and their patriotism
18 limited to the little selfish feeling of
sell-impourtance, which these oceasions
give them, together with the sycophancy
which the demagogue evinces to them, in
the shape of s'piriluous liquors and con-
gratulations fer the wellare of his wife
and children ! What know they of the
great principles of gnvernment, and what
interest do they feel for its welfare and
prosperity ? Long experience, expedien-
cy and good policy, have convinced all
of our Southernsister States, that they
are dangerous and useless citizens.—
Here Mr. B. read the articles from the
ifferent Constitutions of the several
States on this subject.] These articles
are the offspring of great potitical sagaci-
ty and wisdom, and although they have
no binding efficacy upun us, yet we may
be permitted to *borrow light from prox-
imate Constellations,”.and b adopting
the experience of others, avoid ‘dangers
and difficulties that might otherwise oc-
cur. Idifler in these opinions, from ma-
ny distinguished gentlemen in this Con-
vention, and I may be permitted to re-
mark, that it has had the effect, to induce
me to examine and scrutinize those opin-
ions with great care, and assiduity, and
all my investigations have resulted in a
firmer conviction of their truth and cor-
rectness. 'This conclusion may work in
some instances, a seeming, partial injus-
tice, but it will produce a public good.
Mr. McQueen observed, that.no gentle-
man would be inore reluctant than him-
sell to vote for the introduction of any
clause in our fundamental system of laws
which would curtail the privileges, dimi-
nish the happiness or pain the sensibilities
of any class of human beings oi earth, no
matter how humble 3 and that few, he be-
lieved, indulged in feelings of profounder
sympathy for human woe than he did where
cases of individual suffering were'presen-
ted. But where public policy and public
Jjustice urged the Fer_furmance of any du-
ty upon him, he felt himself imperiously
bound to stifie the remonstrances of feel-
ing and to resign himself to the convic-
tions of duty. He said that he was per-
fectly convinced that a denial of the right
of suffrage to the free persons of color
would operate with some degree of harsh-
ness in a few instances ; for there were
some of that unfortunate class who had
singled themselves out from their associ-
ates by their meritorious and exemplary
conduct, but that it would be an impoli-
tic species of legislation to release the
operation of a general principle for the
benefit of a few individuals.  He should
consequently vote for a total abrogation
of their right®o vote.

He differed entirelyWwith his friend from
Rowan (Mr. Giles) in the belief that the
right of suffrage should be extended to
persons of this descripiion, for the pur-
pose of acting as a stimulus to virtue f
to merit.  The blessing of freedom has
been usually extended tasthem on thesame
principle, but it was never contemplated
in admitting thém within the circle of Ji-
berty, that they were to enjoy the benefit
of a full pelitical or social communion
with the whites. The uature of our con-
dition and tie cast of public sentiment in

L
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citement to ‘virtne, we might as well'ins

ing the highest offices of the country ‘aes
c;ssi!l:lle to them, -aind providing that they
thould have their Special Representatiyes
in the State and Fe':leecnl Couneils. - -,

© Mr. McQ. said, it must be a¢ mitted by
evefy member on that floor, that
Government is invested with the rowu'
of restricting' the rights of their citizens
where it'is for the
they should do'so ; that they sl
maxims of sound policy, withhold

are extended to another class. ¥, ..
It has been deemed aivissble, 'iz:tiz
country, to render the Pre.idential Chai

births The (b,nsrit'otiono'f seme
Stat*s have excluded from giving testimo-
ny ifi the Courts, and from being

to office, those who disbelieve in h eX-
istence of afuture state, on the ground,
that sich
sacred system of laws which constituted
the foundation ofbaths, could not ,
lied on in the testimony which they wollld
render ; and, that they were not @{t guar-
dians of the public interest in any impee-~
tant office, inasmuch & they repellth
belief in that Religion which has
uniformly considered the principal
servatory of the public happiness.

Constitation of almost every Statgin this
Confederacy, has a clause inserted in it
requiring a residence of 12 months
State, from every citizen, before he

t

be entitled to a vote. This is fer the'pir-
pose of his acquiring such an interest in
‘the welfare of the community in whieh

resides, as will guide his vote in ‘the dif~
rdon under twen-
L} ]

F

ferent elections. No
ty-one years' of age, in this country;
allawed to vote, no matter how i
cultivated his mind, how sound his ju
ment and how pure his.character, on’
ground that the generality “of sug
sons do not entertain just conce
the public.interests. _
not endowed with a frce’!mldﬁl‘l‘ﬂiﬂdgwn
of ﬁftfy acres of land. in this State, can
vote for a Senator, and no person n -
sessed of & freehold of 800 acres is enti-
tled tv a seat in the Sena '
all prohibitions, restrictions and exclusi-
ons which have been deemed essential to
the public welfare, wherever they have
been adopted. Now. he asked, 1 here is
the manstrous breach of justice and hu-
manity in‘excluding free mulat from
the right of suffrage, if these restrictions
on the liberty of white persoris'be founded
in sound policy and justice 7 No person
would deny that we might pass a law de-
claring that no citizen of Africa i
vote in the elections of this State, though
he landed on th# American shore invested -

Because, he contracted notions in the

interéits of“the country. If he did net
I‘:liﬂl the institutions of this coantry, with
that restriction im d, he might depart.
If then, there woup;:lube no e ‘
gree of hardship in excluding those Afrie
cans from the right of suffrage who wers
free when they stepped on the shore of
this country, where would be the mon-
strous injustice of excluding those from
the pale of the elective privilegé whom we
have released from slavery—those whom

burthens which they brought w'&h thém
here. , '
Now, Mr. Chairman, said McQ,
this question : Does a free n
to the blessing, merely for the
acquiring a right to vote, or does the bles-
sing of free bring alang with it a pride,
of character which makes him aspire to
this right ; ar, in 6ther words, would he
reject the boon' of freedom, if _
him unassociated with a right to vote ?~=
The probability is, that the right of sul-
frage never enters his head when he is
struggling to: obtain his freedom ; he is
willing to accept of it on almast any con-
ditions you may dictate. Now, it is pro-
st the free negroes with

posed to inv‘&l _
the most impertant privilege which is ex=

I put
aspire

country.
tle to this equality of privilege ? Are
they recognized by pubnc sentiment as
constituting that class of ple from
which the political power ol'pt;.}s countr
should flow in the whole, or even in part
Is there any gentleman on this floer, whe
would be willing to see the right of buf-
frage extended to” #iBe persons of colot,
if they were likel¥ to cunstitute a majo-
rit
disyuterll would flow from such a state of
things as this ? Well, if we would not
be willing to invest them with the Fight
of suffrage, in case they were in a majo
rity, it is'not a sound principle to egtend
it to them whist they are ina minority 2
for no #rinciple is 2 sound one, which
cannot be carried out. .= The public sen-
timeat of this country does not admit them
to the enjoyment of any office of hener or-
profit, yet, strange to tell; -the law of
country permits them to havé 3 veice in
excluding white persons from.office. i
Now, sir, sairur, MeQ. I do :insist

that there is_ a progd partition- line be-

this country, raises an impassable barrier
to any suciy srate of things as this ; and,
«f we once commence the work of holdi

out to them political grivileges, as an in-}

between the fitness of .free taes. -
ercise the right of vuffrage, afill free swhitg - - .
persens. ' % came to this éoun-

try i

sert some clause in the Consfitution anak: -

*

at every '

public benefit 5 that
should, from '

immunities from one clgss of citizens which:

inaccessible to all persons of foreign
g W
fected -

persons, having no faith in: that ¥

- ¥

The .

~

No person whg 4

te. ' These are .

land of his birth, at viriance with the:

peculiw-ﬂe-.._ e

we have absolutely delivered ‘from the -

sake of

ercised by the white population of the
Whence do they derive their -

of voters in the State ? What sad

hegro
¥ state of slavery, with I‘W '
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