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ON BIENNIAL SESSIONS.

A Saturday, June 30.

On motion nf Gen. Speight, the Conven-
fion resolvesl ifself into a Committee of
the Whole, Gen. IFelfbornsin the Chair,
on the proposition forholding biennial in-
stead of annual meetings of the General
Assembiy. ,

. Judge Daniel moved the following Re-

ol u tion =

4% Resolverd, That it is expedient that therebe
nnual Sessions of the General Assembly.”

"Mr. Spruill moved to amend the motion,.
by striking out annual, and inserting bi-
enniagl. -

Judge Dapiel believed, that the only
reason that was offered in support of
changing the Sessions of the Legislature
fiom annual to biennial, was the saving
of expense, whilst there Were many rea-
sons which occurred 1o himy, against chang-
ling the fundamental principles of Govern-
ment. To put off meeting annually, to
once in'two years, shews an inclination
toneglect the important duty of legisla-
tion 3 for want of frequent calls to the
exercise of this duty, the rightitsell inight
in time, be Je.stmyell. All the powers:
not granigd to the General Government
are reserved to the State Governments
nd in the People, and as Gongress meets
Buually, itis necessary the Legislatures
he States shou!d meet annpally to take
b of their reservediights, and see that
pgress does not invade them.

On the score of economy, the Judge

doubted whetber much would be saved by

biennial sesvions. The number of the le-

gislative body bein“‘%nced#ﬂ\e #vation

of their.sessions wolld be shortened, and

would not probably exceed four weeks ;

but if the sessions were to be biennial,

they would require eight weeks to get
hrough their business. 43

he Convention is dwected to adopt
e mode of preventing s8much private

Wislation. He knew no way of deing
this but by taxing all private bills, and
this would not prevent ‘it altogether,—
There are frequent occasioris which r1en-
der private legislation necessary. and to
compie), persons to pay a tax who have a
right'to apply to the Legislature for such
acis, wonld be decmed hard.  "Theiright
must be left open, and if some uselesd!
laws be passed, the cost of passing andy
printing them will be all the incouveni-
euce sustained.

Mr. Crudup thought the zentleman from
Halifix was mistaken, when he said the
only ground on which biennial sessions
was supported was, to save expensce. It
" M ivurged that by holding.the gessions an-
nually, anumber of usel€ss laws are pass-
ed, and laws are frequently changed be-
fare time hus been given teascertain whe-

- ther they are gonod or bad. Another rea- laws that wf'“"l be wanted, and all ‘hﬂt‘ most imp-orta.nce. as regards the security | the same time the new Gouvernment ﬁti.”
: #on in favor of biennial sedSions, i3, the FU“M benefit “!l! people of the State ; and of their liberty, that the periods fur which |supject to the same evil ? yregard this
» < [l reople would be careful to eléct suitable |t would pruducea‘gl eat savingolexpense. | this power is dell’:galEd. should be the |amendment as a direct attack upon liber-
l,-_, J men as representatives, when they.had to ,M"' Edwards did not concur in opinion | shertest within which the business to be|ty, and shall therefure vete against it.
¥.© M pass more permarent laws—the passing with the gentleman from Orange, that this | performed can be accomplished.  For| Dr. .Smith had not intended to havesaid
&'« of laws by way of experiment woukd be |8 S0 siwple a question.  He thought it a Hiowever shockitg to our senses it may be, |any thing more on this subject. ‘The whole
A1 prevented. -But the gentleman from Ha- questl_un of great importance. It was said, {itis nevertheless true, that on every sub- expenses of our Governaent, he state:d to
i W lifax deems it necessary that the Legis!a- that biennial sessions were recommended

I tue should mevt-anavally to check the
W doings of Congresse _He. ecould not.un-

“ derstand what influence aur Sm"’"‘"‘ﬁ"'
5 lature could have on that body. ‘We may
r” iideed pass Resalutions asserting our
ol

rights ; bat Congress will pass such-daws
as they judge propec for the genceal dnte-
rests of the Union. And if it were neces-
fary for the General Asseinbly to, meet
.. Jl on any special occasion, the Governor hagl
1 the pawer to call the body together. i

Dr. Smith said, he was in ravm'nf the
swendment of the gentleman from Tyr-,

-also be in favar of thtroducing a ferther
amendment, that ne session of the Legis-
fairure should sit longer than filty days,
He could see no necessity for annual
meetings. . He theught that a session of
filty days, once in two years, ‘would be
suflicient to make all the necessary laws
fur this State, & this change would zfeat.
Iv lessen the cgpenses of the Goverament.
Uie revenue of tha Stnfm‘l:§ been consu-
med by the sessions‘of the General ' As-
sembly. An amount, in the whole, of
thout 400,000 dollars.  And if the Sta-
tile books he examined, it will be found
hat few laws of any value tw the State
h;l\'o been‘passer! during “that ~period. —
e theughe it tiwe, therefore, to enquaire
whether we had not teo inuch fecislation.

It had beeu said, t!mbnnnualaﬁessinns
“ere necensary to watch the proceedings
o Congress. ~ Furhis pact, he should be

rell 5 and if that were earried, he shouldy |

Fur the last ten years ll_lkrtﬁlé{:, part of

nat sit during the session of the National
Legislatare 3 he did not think that the
Membersof our State Legislature ought
lo trouble themselves about the business
»f Congress. Biennial ,sessions of the
Legislature were thought by come to con-
flict with that section of our Bill of Rights
which declares, ¢¢ thata frequent recur-
rence to fundamental principles is abso-
ntely necessary to preserve the blessings
of liberty.”” He was-of a different apinion.
[f the Assembly met in every alternate
vear, time would be allowed to ascertain
the ineris of a law which had been passed
at a previous session. [fany great-emer-
gency required an extra meeting of the
Legislature, the Gevernor had the power
to call it. :

On the subject of limiting the Sessions,
some might doubt whether the Conventi-
on had the power toact upon it. He tho’t
the time of meeting of the Legislature,
and the period at which its sessions should
close, might be fixed. He threw vutthe
watter for consideration of the Conven-
tinl’!. - - b
Governor Branch said, that the quota-
tion from our Constitution made by 'the
geotleman fram Orange, was a sufficient
around for the motion made by his col-
league, to continue the annual sessions
of our Legislature. This fundamental
principle has been acted upon for more
than half a century, vet it is unkrown to
any but those Guvernments who have
made some progress in the adoption of
liberal principles. The preservation of
liberty, he said, depended on a due pro-:
servation of a system of checks and ba-
lances.

Gov. B. differed in opinion from the
gentleman fiom Orange, when he said we

had nothing to fear from the General Go-

vernment. He thought we had every thing
to dread from Federal legislation. We
see that some of the States have moved
in favor of the powers that be.  And-it is
apprehended that others may tread in
their steps.  We know that, in the year
1798, this State stepped aside to support
the Alien and Sedition Laws. And hat
few of the States were found to oppose
these laws until Virginia passed her fa-
mous Resolutions in 1799, on the subject.
Have we not, enquired Gov. Branch,
in an instance of a more recent date, seen
our Legislature rise in aid of a dangerous
concentrated Federal Power? Ve cer-
tainly had ; but he trusted we should see
it checked as in former days.

He believed that annual sessions of the
Legislature were well calculated to keep
in check federal usurpations. The pow-
ers of the General Government are con-
stantly increasing ;5 and American libert
defends on the preservation of State rights
and State powers. He was no disorgan-
izer 3 but he was for keeping a constant
watch on Federal power.

The saving of expense, Gav. B. said,
ought to be one of the last considerations
which siiould . lead us to change our Le-
gislative sessions from annual to biennial.
As his venerable friend (Mr. Macon). had
gid—Il€Fthe Civil List alone—the people
will never be oppressed by it. Itis as
the dust in the balance. [t wmay an<wer
the purpose of d€magegues to cut down
the salaries of officers, which ought pro-
bubly to be increased ; but it answers no
goml; purpese. &

Mr. Coopersaid, he was senthere to do
justice to his constituents. He was in
favor of biennial sessions. He believed
that by meeting every other year, the Le-
gislature would be able to pass all the

by considerations of ecofiomy. He could
not see this : for if two years were toe-
lapse between each session, one session
wpould cost as much as twe, for they would
git nearly twice as long: But would gen-
tlemen be willing to test a question of
this vital nature on the score of expense
only 2 When the rights of the people were
at stake, would gentlemen speak of the
cost of maintaining them 2 The Legisla-
ture, said®Mr. E. is the inost impertant
arm of thie Government, [t is therefore
ail-important that it should ineet aunual-
y- Suppose the Executive or Judiciary
should be disposed improperly to extend
their powers, what Power would,there be
to contrel themn in the absence of the Le-
gislature 2 And will it he expected that
thve Governor would call an extra session
in such a casé ? Your subaltern officers
are directed to report anuually. Would
you turn thein over to the Executive pow-
er in the absence of the Legislature ? [t
i8 said the Executive could at any: time
call an extra sesrion of the Legislature ;
buthe would rather the Legislature should
meet under the directinn of the Constitu-
tion, than on the'call of the Governar.—
Conflicting claims may arise between the
General and State Governments, and the
State Legislatare ought always to be rea-

turéwere not in session, additional er
would have to be given to the Etecutive

—a power that he did not wish to see in-
creased.

glad

_.lhu.t vur General Assembly wighu

cers, theiy could pot be brought to trial,

unless the Legislature were in session ;|{consistent with the form and principles
they would have to continue in office, uu-
fit and unworthy as thev might be, for
two years longer, unless the Governor

mizht chuse to to call the Legislature to-

gether, '

But, it is said, that our Sfatute Book
is crowded with toomany laws. These are
the acts of the people thémselves. Their

representatives can at any time repeal
them, if they be not found goad or useful.

He concluded with a hope that the Con-
vention would not be hurried info a deci-

sion on this question.

stituents  felt, would necessarily go-
vern his vote, In the first place, said

«atigfied in my mind, that they are mate-

ings of the Legislature ; for, I believe,
the length of the sessons will be so increa-

ed into annual instalments.
pecuniary losses were to be diminished in
a censiderable degree,yet that alone would

make it suit the interest of Wake county

only, but to make such amendments'as

the interests of the whole State require.
He regarded the State as one family, in
which the interest of a large portion,

tion. 'The question which is presented
in the consideration of this proposition.

publican institutions, arcordinglv as the

Assembly.

In modern times, it is universally ad-
mitted in all Governments professing to
be free, that the exercise ol all political
And
he believed the opinion was equally cur-
rent, that the people, though the safest
depositorier of this power, are from their
Y |numbers, their want of information and
their acquaintance with the mode of do-
ing business, the least capable of exerting
That they are
obliged, from these causes, to have re-
course to Representatives, in the chonsing

puwer is derived from the people.

it by ractical legislation.

of whom, they are every way qualified

Thus we see, that in the regulation of the
Police of a town consisting of few inhab.
itants, the experience of ages has been
for the people to elect representatives,—
The great qualilications of the represent.
ative are, can he be trusted ? Is he qua-

lifiedd in understanding 2  And who can
decide these questions better chan-:his
neighbors ? They have lived with him,
had dealings with him, and must kunow
whether he is able to be useful to them,
and whether they can confide in him ?—
When, therefure, the people form a Gov-

Legislature is neither defined nor limited
the represcntative has nothing to contro
him but his own conscience.

tuation the

dy to aét in such cases. If the Legisla- |

n
the next election,

for the change? Amongstothers, are men

when the constituent knows he is to par

will beimproved. Judge S. said, it seem
cd to him, that each of these reasons wa
radically fallacious. In the first place
the long sessions under the existing Con

been acquainted with the proceedings o
the Legislature ever since 1795 ; and i

Christmas.
much greater necessity for lengthy sessi

Amendment which is submitted to the;
Convention, 1o previde a tribunal whera-
by the Judges of the Sunerior & Supreme
Courts, and other officers of the State may
be impeaehed and tried for corruption and
nfal practices in office ; but if charges
should be made against any of these offi-

Judge Seawell said,ashe came from the
county in which the seat of Government
i8 located,and it might be thought by some
that the particalar interest which his con-

Judge 8. T will say, that I am not quite

rially interested in opposing the substitu-
tion of biennial, instead of annual meet-

sed, as to give them the profits of two
years at one time, instead of being divid-
But if their

not restrain him from adopting the pro-
posed amendment : forvhe was not sent
here to amend the Constitution so as to

ought to prevail over that of a small frac-

appeared to him more identified with the
liberty of the people ; more closely con.
nected with the permanency of our Re-

should determine, than anv other amend-
ment which is submitted by the act of

who are the membérs ; how thev con-
duct the public business ; and is capable
only of a‘remedy at the polis, by thos®
who elect the members.

As to the last reason which had begen
assigned by theygentleman from Orange,
(Dr. Smith) that proves foo much, tobe

of 'a Republican Government. If the
argument is sound, this extension of
election must also be correct within
any reasonable limit. Then, sir, if two
years power out of the hands of the peo-
ple would so far excite their jealousy of
its abuse, as to make them as much more
circamspect as in a grant of one year, and
thereby a benefit would be obtained, why
not extend it to ten years, 80 as to gain
ten years benefit ? Sir, this argument is
in the very teeth of the principle that the
power should reside in the peoples; it
strikes at ence, at their competency to
choose their delegates, and is one stepin
the march, by which all Republics have
degenerated into Despotisms. ¥ Annual
Parliaments was a struggle with the peo-
ple of the mother country for rearly 100
years before our separation. Charles the
2d, was prevailed upen, not long alter
the Restoration, to consent to the pass-
age of an act,” by which the sittings of
Parliament were not to be intermitted
longer than three years. For though by
the ancient Statutes, the Kifig, who alone
had the power, was bound to convoke the
Partiament annua/ly. or oftener ; yetitis
a well attested historical fact, that in the,
preceding reizn there was an intermission
of 12 years. Upon the Revolution, which
took place in 1688, one of the first acts
passed was nearly in the words of our Bill
of Rights, declaring that for redress of
grievances and amending and strengthen-
ing the laws, Parliaments ought to be {re-
queid@ly held—-after which, for the first
time, it became practically enforced by
the Commons, who would not pass the
mutiny act, and the land tax, and mal
tax acts, for a langer period than one
year ; and the first being necessary to the
Government, and the latter for the sub-
sistence of the Army, the Parliament is
necessarily convoked by the King every
year.

When the framers of our Constitation
commenced their labors, inorder that the
principles upon which they had formed
it, might be understood, they listinctly
declared them in the Bill of Rights, and
which they made part of the Constitution.
They went a step firther than had been
taken in the British House of Commons,
Being about to construct a Government,
in which all power was to reside in the
people ¢ butin which Its exercise was to
be delegated by popular suffrage, where
the wmost influential and aspiring men
would probably be chosen, toguard against
the abuse of power when delegated, they
.| declared that e/ections should be frequent,
and as a commmentary upon the word
¢t {reqnent,” declared in the Constitution
they should be annual. [t may be, that
annual elections, and consequently annu-
al Assemblies, cost something more than
biennial ; and it may be, that the public

therefore, that must depend upon those ; with Federal Politics. Mis fears respecting
the General Government are,itwiil become
too unwieldy to bewell managed.

State forin a quiet and orderly communi-

ernment,

ders throughout the State, and lurnished

Juries.
one election were scarcely got over, be |

sessions would bo adopted.
session of the Legislature became neces-

sary 1t would be called by the Executive ;
and he could see no gond reason for call-
ing the Legislature together, annually, to

an expence of 40,000, which would ben-
of Raleigh, forty cents.
amount of money applied to instructing
of the country to another, how much real
good would be thereby effected ?

gentieman from Orange, to limit the length

of the sessions of the Legisiature to fifty
days, he should be glad to see them ineet

calculation, to show the saving which

He
apprehended no dangerfrom its encroach-
ment on State rights. 'The peeaple of this

ty, but will always be ready to defend
themselves an all proper occasions. He
tho’t when gentlemen talked about wateh-
ing the movements of the General Guv.
they meddled with basiness
which was entrusted to others, and with
which they had nothing to do.

Mr. King was of opinion, that annual
clections produced great feuds and disor-

too much business for the Courts & Grand
So that the cases occasioned by

fote anather took place. He hoped, there-
fore. that the proposition for biennial
If an extra

pass fifteen or twenty public acts, and
five times the number of private ones, at

efitnoone in the State,escept the citizens
Were this large

the poor and ignerant ; to the improves

ment ol our cem munication from one ]l&l‘t

In addition to ‘the proposition of the

on the first of Jaunuary, rather than at the
present time,

Mr. Pilson, from Perquimons, was de-

e et = . e . e

General Assembly. ¥ R i
Mr. 8. conclided by saying, that the’
he was friendly to the pmgaed change,
not because it would be a great saving of .
expense only, but for other substantial-
reasons, he hoped he should not, en this
accennt, be placéd amongst the
gogues mentioned by the gentl¢man fcom
Halifax. . s ' T e
Gyv. Branch said, he certainly did naé .
intend to apply the term demagogue to -
ny gentleman who preferredagienn'\al te
annual sessions of the General Assembly.
[t was a subject about which gentiemen
might honestly differ.  The gentieman
fpoin Chowan, when* speaking.of the de<
claration of the Bill of Rights; which says
* that a frequent réfurrencato fundaméh-.
tal principles is absolately” necessary to
preserve the blessings of liberty,” seems
to think that the people haye comiplied

and not frav. their Reprele'l;hﬁ'ﬂ: in ﬁ.

to amend it. I3 it possibie that the gen-
tleman can be carrect in taking this view
of the subject ? “1f this was the llﬂl!_lill'
of this clause of the Bill of Rights. he
had greatly misunderatood "it.  He had
supposed that our Government being
founded an pure principles of liberty, su-
perior to ti:ose of any other, it became
necessary, in order to presecve’their pu-
ritys to have frequent recurrence to Aest
principles in legislatingunder it.

M. Skinner ezplairii'his meani
have been. not that this was the first tims
these fundamental principles hdd be
recurred to, but that €his was the first
time the people had thought it necessary
to call far a revision of the Constitution.
Mr. Shober moved; in order to afford o

cidedly in favor of making the meefings [further opportunity of discussing this sab.

of the Legislature biennial instead ,nfan’f;
nual, and lald before the Committee a

wonld be thug’made to the State.

But, said he, we are told that annval
<essions are necessary for the purpose of
watching the inovements of the General
Government. The people of North-Ca-
ralina, he believed, thought favorably of
the measures of that Government, and
the expence could not be necessary for
that purpose. :

He thought that even a less time than
fifty days, the limit which the gentlfeman
from Orange proposed to give to the ex-
tent of sessions of the Legislature, would
be suflicient to transact all the real basi-
ness which could come belore it.

Mr. W. observed, that the zentleman
from Wake (JudgeSeawell) had gone hack
to the time of one of the Charles’s to tell
the Convention what had been done in
England at that tune 5 for what purpose
he could not tell.a He could not see how
it alfecjed the question of our Legislature
meeting annually or biennially ?

M W, said it might sait the conveni-
ence of some rentiemen to attend annual
sessions of the Legislature, but this could
not be the case with members generally.
The Federal Government would zo on
whether our Legislature met biennially
or annually, and he did not think it worth

time and money have been and may be
wasted, but what are they when compar-
ed ta the blessings of our free institutions?
What are they to the mischiefs that may
grow out of this false step ?

And ought
in sound policy a change to take place in

while to meet annually for the purpose of
passing a parcel of private acts, and ap-
puinting a few new Justices and Militia
officers.

Judge Daniel observed, that all the old
Governments, in addition-te Executive

ernment, in the practical operations of
which they have no hand, itis of the ut.

ject of legislation, where the power of the

Whe can
recal him, or deprive him of this power,
but the poosle at the polls 2 In what si-

0, does every free man place
himself, when this alinest omnipotent
power to legislate is delegated ? For the
riod 8o delegated, thev place themselves
in bonds, which no treachery on the part
tof the agent can dissolve ; no expedient
on the part of the constituent loosen, till

But what are the the reasons assigned

tioned, economy, the little occasion on
the score of business, and lastly, that

with his liberty for two years. instead of
one, he will be more circumspect in his
selection, by which the representation

stitution do not arise from any defect in
the Constitutiefip but in the mode of its
administration. The Judge said, he had

was not till within the last 12 or 14 years
that tle "sessions eversextended beyond
At those peciuids there was

ons 3 more public bils were passed , and
_ ) yet itis a nuterious. fact,” the sessions
M. E. temmded the COGIMC of ann were much ShOftcf,_ As tgfhe expense,

the Constitution of a State, where the mis-
chief or inconvenience is completely with-
in its present power, while it leaves at

be about 70,000 dollars, 45,000 of which
,| went to pay the expenses of the Legisla-
I{ture annually, and what, he asked, are
the berefits accruing to the country fram
this expenditure ?

‘publican principles.

But it would appear, from what had
fallen from gentlemen in this clebate.‘
because we propose biennial, in the place
of annual sessions of the Legislature, that |
we are about to #pturn the Government.
On the contrary, the frienils of thischange,
are desirous of seeing the Government
cunducted on plain econemical republican
principles. We cannot (nbserved Dr. S))
see the necessity of having annual meet-
ings of the General Assembly for the pur-
pose of watching the conthict of our Jud-
ges, our Goveroer, aud the Geuneral Gov-
ernment..

t

This Government, said he, has been in
existence 60 years, and has it ever hap-
pened that the Judges or the Executive
have overstepped their bounds of dute ?

Dr. S. was clearly of opinion that this
Convention ought to obey the will of the
people. They have seen their Legislature
meet annually, at a great-expense for 60
years, and finding that generally, but lit-
fitle good has been derived to the State,
t | from these annual meetings, have directed
this Convention te enquire into the expe-
diency offiimaking the sessions in Tuture
biennial, T

As te the 'danger which gentlemen seem
to fear from the General Government, he
had no suchapprehencions. He had nogde-

L

'the compromise made by the penple, who

influence, had their Nobility. forming a
separate order. Qur free Government
ought to be careful in preserviug her Re-
The Exacutive and
Aristocratic Powers of a Government ge-
nerally obtain political power frnm the
people by degrees.  Ie referred tu the
time when the Alien and Sedition laws
were passed. But for the spirit with
which I;Virginia acted, in relation to those
vbuoxious statutes, they might have been
still in existence. He hoped we should
not

Mr. Skinner observed, that the present
was a question of expediency merely,
whether the General Asseinbly should
mect annually or biennially. We have
met here, said Mr. 8. to carry into effect

have plainty said what they wish us to do.

The declaration of the Bill of Rights,
which says that fundamental principles
eugnt to be frequently recurred to, wou!d
nut, 10 his opinton, be at all infringed by
biennial sessions.  The declaration did
not say how freclrtent the recurrences were
to be made. The term is a relative one,
and woulil be satisfied whether the Legis-
lature met annuaily or bieanially,

My, 8. said he shoald not follow gen-
tlemeh into the histary of other countries.
He was satistied, that in making the pro-

oséed change, ne republican principle
would be lostsizht of, and that the change
would be attended with a great saving of
expense. The present Constitution has
been our rule for upwards of 60 years,
and this is the first time the pesple have
recurced to fundamental principles. They

convention to enquire into the expediency
of changing annual se«sions of the Legis-
lature te biennial. He did not think it
was necessary thatannsdal sessions should
ibe held, in order fo send iastractions to
sur members of Congress.
structions were deemed aécessary, they

part with oar annual sessions. 1

have'new done so, and instructed this]

if such in-

ject, that the Committee rise ‘and
prozress. .
This motion being put and negatived,
Mr. Shober saill, he would offer a few
remarks te the Committee, in faver af
holding the sessions of our Legislatara
biennially, rather thin annually. ~ It is
supposed by some gentlemen who have
spegen on this occasion,” that by making
this change we should depart from the
principle laid down in our Bill of Rights,
where it is declared t‘}be fecessary fre-
quently to recur to fundamental priaci.
ples, and that we should thereby, in some
degree weaken our powers, as a-check on
other branches of the Government. . On
tf!e contrary, he theught the, CM% would
operate very advantageously. hat, he
asked, is the complaint against the pre-
sentsystem ? [tis, that we have too much
legislation. And, if we can byany means
correct the evil, we ought to do so. ﬁ
i3 believed that the propoded change wi
R

(rcpog

in a great degree, cure the evil.

do-our Legislature pass so few publie

and so many private ones ? Jbey do
because they have little pu business -
before them, and to fill up#their time,
private businessis introducel.” But when
the General Assemnbly wieets but ence in -
two years, the case, he presuwmed, will bs
different. ” & '

With respect to checks and balancesy
he.admitted that these were highly ne-
cessary, and ought to be preserved. The
Lezislative body ought to be a superviso-
ry power over the Executive and Judici-
al "branches of the Gavernment. But this
supervisory power will be exercised with
as much effect by a biennial as by an
nual meeung’of the Logislature. Some,
difficulties night occer in making the
the change ; but he could net anticipats
any. [t has never yet happened that oar
Governor was fuund so corrupt that he
could not be trusted with pewer for a §is
mited time 5 and if he wanted advice on
any accasion,- he could call his Council
together.  For his part, he should have
no vbjection to entrust him with all ne-
cessary powar. :

Mt. 8. was not certain that it would be
proper to limit bieanial sessions of the
General Assembly, if we had the powergpof
which he had doubts. If the sessions eun-
tinued to be annual, he thought the fimig”
might answer a good purpose, if it cnﬂt'
ke malo. He thought that biennial ses-
sions would not be iaclined to sit &u
than necegsary to teansact the pab E-
siness.  Whea this was done, aud pri-
vate business was introdaced, a majority
wou'ld be foand iu favor of returging home.

Il the propusition for biennial Sessions
be adopted, it might be necessary'to muks
bsoine further provisions in relation to the
next session of the Legisiature. Preba-
biy pending the diseussion, he might of -
fer an amendmedt th this effect. '

Judre Gastox rose and said, that e
was so ofien under the mecessity of in-
truding hi- views on the Convention, that
he doubted whether he should ask .
mission of the Comnittes te oifer his
crude thou ou the propesition theg
Lefore it. . L AR

He had thought it his duty te censider
all the subjscts which had bez=n suﬁt‘“
to the camsideration of this Convartion g
for all the sabjects ace uf importance, but
ive had not bestowed the sdind_sttent
on this as on many M’)‘“ x _: %

Ou.this question his mindiad flvetu;
#ie disl not apprebend that dregre -
to abridge fhe tegislutive. gower @
people. : We mast vegacd

L

‘s'tr‘a to see our Legislature intermes leJ

ought to g ffom the people themselves

{ given-to thinDody is Sromp the pe

L

with this requisition, because'they haved
after living under the present Constitutién -
for sixty years, now called a Convéntion -

i3
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