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STATE CONVENTION.

Debate on Borough Members.
(Concluded. )

Mr. Kellv rose to say, that from the diseussion
which had t:ken place on the snhject of Borough
Representation, he had been convinced thut the
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~onntry votes often grive a cifferent complexion
tom those of the town,  The gentleman oirght
150 to remember this question was not agitated
o any exient, and that the= election tnrned upon
facksoniem and Anti-Jacksonism—.Convention
md  Anti-Convention. On these topics, the
ounty was with him, and for these reasons, he
eceived the conntry votes. Dut let the question
“e fairly put 1o the citizens of Wilmington, with-
o' hias or intrigue, and my life upon it, not 50

otwithstanding the corraption ofthese voters!

qotwithstanding they are penned like cattle to
| subserve corrupt purposes, as has been cha'ged
apon them, '

On a former neeasion, siid Mr. M. | tonk oc-
casion to remark that the Town of Wilminzton
had paid, in duties, to the Treasury of the Uni-
red State, near $100,000 per anrum.  This has

aver informs us, that by the last returnsto the

mington was less than one-fourth that sum. 1t
was semething less than $24,000 ; but from a
Tahle of Statistics which I hold in my hand,
prepared by the late Arch’d D. Murphy (whose
name is a voucher forits accuracy) it will appear
thatiin 1816, North:Carnlina paid,in duties tothe

yvears preceding, largely upwards of $300,000,

2Fthe 250 town voters will refuse the boon—

' rior to Wilmington.
heen denied, and-the gentleman from N w-Han- | of navigation and this extent of commerce are

Treasury Department, the amount paid by Wil

is true, that the amount of Auties paid last year

U. States, more than $287,000, and for several

ordinary European trade, and ample for West-
India.  Bat on Sprin
water can be broughtaecross the Barand fourteen
feet at all times; and approach within nine
miles of the town. From these facilities vessels
of 400 tons burthen can begladen, at a triding
expense of lighterage, and“those of 550 tons,
without any 3 and oraceed to sea. From the

Chesapeake Bay to the Souriiern boundary of

the United States, how many ports have equal
advantages ? Beaufort, in our own State hus a
greater draft of water, but in any other respect
13 deficient in advantages. Charleston has su.
perior advantages. Pensacola has greater depth
of water, and the Mississippi abont one foo:
mMore across the Bar. But Mobile, now rising sn
rapidly in commercial importance, in depth of
water, both on its bar and inits harbor, is infe-
And yet these advantages

sneered at, as contemptiile, and set down as
nought, in requiring for Wilmington a repre-
sentalive, to make known and protect her com-
mercial interests,

By reference to the Comptroller’s Statement
of the Ilevenue of the State for the year 1832
(and any other year will produce the snme ratio
of resulis) it will be found, that the gross Ite.
venue paid into the Treasury, exclusive of the
Auction and Bank tax, was §70.571. Ot this sum
$9,163 was a tax on Steres.  Add tothe Store

tides, fifteen feet draft of

commercial interests of the State ought to be
represented in the Legislature, as well as the a.
gricultural and other interests, and should there-
fure vote in favor of admitiine the towns men-
tioned in the Report now under consideration,to
the privilege of sending a member.

Mr. Ciles said, he should vote in favor of giv-
ing to eachiof'the towns mentioned in the Report
before the Convention, a member, The gen-
tleman from New.Hanover had staterd, that the
elections heretofore held in Wilmington had
been sttended with bribery, corruption & great)

member, since an election would still be held
in the town for the County Members, and the|
voters would be the same.

Assembly.

nor of representing her in the State Legiulature, |

Convenion such information on the subject he-
fore them, as wus in bis power.. He was Lhe
more strongly impelled to do so, because he
considered the decision of the question essenti-
ally important to the whole Siate.

‘I'ne grounds, upon which a representation is
claimed fur these towns, are, that they have
dstinct commercalinteresis to guard and pro-
tect ; such as were iinportant not ohly to them,
but to the whole State, but such us none but
thuse conversant with commercial matters could

the whale

He thought it right ! H

ahant the sene,

I have not been able to turn to any document;tax, the amonunt of the Auctinn tax %673, and

shewine theamount af duties paiml by N. Carolina | two-thirds of the tax paid hy Banks, whieli is
from 1816, up to the last year. 1t isa well known | $6,428 (1 shoull say four-ffilicof the Bank Stock

fact, the Port of W ilmington pays four fifths of {0l tie State was ownel by person, resehing in

duties of the Stute.

1832,

Billiard Table (in Wilm) 470 0V

Total,

Now, the ahove £1,725 dnes not include that

I will anly refer tohe Comp-
ment of the tublic taxes of New-

Ifanover County, for the vear 1832, paid into the
Mr. JVeares sall, as he had long resided in one | 1reasury of the State. Take the same statement

of these towns, and had sometimes had the ho- | for any other year, aud the protcrtion will be

The taxes of New-[{anover
he felt it his imperious duty to lay before the | for 1832 (including the Aucuion tux,) amounted

Itis as well{towns) and it will be found, that Commerer
known,that duties have greatly diminished since

S.lt, which belore that perind had, a
different periods, paid from 10 to 25 cents per
bushel, nuw pays only 5 cenls ; the duty on cof-
fee is entirely taken off'; the duty on molasses
and sugar diminished one half, These were the
articles on whreh the great amount of duty  was |
{ ! Alipstd prior to 1832, and this uccoun's lor the di-!
disorder.  But, said Mr. G. these evils \t'EJlI‘IlI minuton in the amount of duty now paid.  Stiil
not bee removed by depriving the town of its {the contribution is a considerable one and well
tdeserving consideration,
It has been denid by the gentleman fi'om New-
€. sal . anover, that the Town of Wilmingten contri-
that the Commercial interests of the country |y, ¢ g1 700 of the $2,700 taxes paid by the
onght to be represented by gentiemen well ac-{ ¢+, 01y of New-Ilanover, as ulieged by me an a
qnuinted with those interests, who would be a-! g on (0oucion,
bie ta snpport und explain them to the General Ltroller’s State

pays near’y on--fitth part of the whole Revenue
of the State. Can any one pretend that this
impoptant interest does not d--mand a Represen-
tation peculiarly conversant with it and particu-
larl‘\- ins'ructed to i v and protectit ?

have declined in canseqrence, and are theretore
not deserving a represontative. If the faet he
(rne, itdoes not militate against the argument,
The four Borough members wonld necessurily

the whole State,

Thuat the interest of the Plinter and Merchant
are cersidered adversary in many regureds, 1

to their Representative, in consequence of the
passugre of the law in 1826 us stated by the
gentleman from New-Hanover,  Ilere vas 4 law
manifestiy for the advantage of 1he community
at large, yer, because it bore pecubiarly hurd

to $2,752 traders. I have detained the Couvention longrer
c— than 1 intended, but on this question, 1 could
Of that sum, the Store tax was §940 00 notsay less.
Town Property tax 206 59| Judge Searwell remarked, he did not intend
Tavern tux 1U9 04,

to have saidany thing on thissubject ; nor should
he but for sometning wineh had fallen from
the gentleman from S.mpson. The subject ol
amencing the Constitution had been subinnted
1o this Convention by the people themsclves, —
And when he undertook to sp-ak and act on this

It is ohjected that same of these Borongchs |

represent the peculiar comnmercisl luterests ot

upon the retailer, wis apposed by thut class uf

rightly understand er properly guard.

banks, aud bills of ex

ance.

to appropriate to themselves whutever

such 45 none but those conversant with the slip

ping inlerests, as well as the bhabits of these

murauders, could provide.

iut Borough . Representstion is objected to,
becsuse it wiil infringe the rule of representa-
tion by federal pumbers und taxation, und will
be ussigning a Hepresentative to certuin indwl':.
t
is spuken of, as giving aninvidious privilege ard
This 15 not true
Literaliv, Burongh Representation
does miean Town Representation—in principle,
its meaning und effect is to give a Representa.
tion to cernin localities, w.thout regard 10 wealth
By no
By our existing Constitution, our whole
representation is based upun the Borough prin-
ciple—uwssigning to each county (or locality) a
fixed number of members, without regard to
Cumberland, as a coun-
13, eleets two members—Fayetteville, as a Bo-

duals, without regard to weslth or numbers,

detinction to certain Yowens.
in principle,

or pupulation.
m: RHS.

Is thisa new principle?

pupulation or taxation.

rough, elects one,

W & ure not now called upon to abolish, but to
In tact, we are expressly

moidily this principle.

furbidden to abogsh it.  To each county of the
State, huwever small, is reserved the right of
seuding one member 1o the House of Commons.
I Brunswick, Columbus, and the other counties
(nine ih number) which tall below the rutio of
Tejresentation, are eutitled, on the priuciple
vt nere locality, to a Representative, on what
principle can you exclude the commercial

Towns?

Why is nne member reserved to each county,
however small? Becuuse they have county in-
lerests 1o protect. The pevple of the county
are laxed for County purposes, and it is right
the ¥ should elect u member to guard their Coun-
'y interests und regulate the system of County
L Xation, and thie omination of magistrates; and
ikewise, because by a different rule, you make
! novattons on the habits of the people.——
1 he same reasons apply with equal furce to Bo-
r.o_u;,rh Representution, The leading principle
of vur Revolution wus that representation and
Laxation shouid be inseparable 3 st lesst so far,
that withiout represemution, there shonid be no
The citizens of commerciul towns are
tixed in a three-fuld view; as citizens of the
The lust tux
® 1o be imposed by laws in which, as a town,
Is not this an inlringement
ol tue |“'i“°'l’!9 that there should be no taxation
This system ot Police
¥l taxation is indispensable, not only to the in-
dividual ntergsts of the town, but to the gene.
Wilmington pays
Elowitax {'.'XCII.ISW(': of State andd Cl)lllll}' luXes)
:.Il-tr::ili::»;lb““}.;)A}‘UU.J a },.‘_:‘;Lr, .a very ‘I:arge pU',.-

hich s expended inthe rep.ars ot docks
Bbothorappendages of Commerce, to protect,
Lol the tlown terely, but the whole country trom
_ But, the gentle-

:*\‘ i‘ feomn New-{lanover (Mr. Holmes) hus ll_ild

' Lhut notwithsianding all these important in-
mington does not wish
And o tiis eonclusion he
by the number of votes given for
i slthough he
e Aol ypposition to Borough
bep ohtation! Tone gentleman ought to remern-
i 1election town, where
people can vote, the pesult ig no
The

hiwrsh 1o

Yuxation.

Btate, of the County, und Town.

Hnr:-‘ VE no voice,

Willioat repgesentation ?

Fal good of the whole State,

Y troduction of contagion,

terests, e town of Veil

e Town Mémber.
1 Liowgrin,
il : ; ,

"; ‘e town election ground
LR TY O]

M publicly wwowed nis ¢

T

v Sap l"'-". that at a
1 CUU'H?}'

€y - !
fUCe of tue sentument of the town.

These
separute inlerests consisted in the proper regula
tion of pilulage, inspgetion, quarantine, wrecks,
ange. Of the importance
of these several subjecis, much had already been
saicd, which it was ‘unnecessary again to repeat.
The luws regulating the disposition of wrecked
property, was of very great commercial import-
It was the misfortune of all countries, to
have scattered along their coasts, persons al.
ways reacly to availthemselves of the misfortunes
of others : and whenever a vessel was strunded,
they
could by stealth,or by fraud and combination.—
To protect such property, required regulations

part of the Poll tax paid by the residentsin Wil-
mington, which would be fully eqnal to any de-
duction from Store and Tuvern tax paid hy the
county. For, out of the town, there are no!
more than half a dozen Stores in the county, and
it is beheved, not one Tavern which pays a tax,
us such.

Mr. Presidont, said Mr. M. the shipping, the
commercial importaoce, and the adv.antages of
the port of Wilmington, have been alluded to
by sume gentlemen on this fleor, with sneersand
contempt. On tkis subject, there is gross igno-
rance prevalent in almost every part of even our
own State. It verifies your observation, «ir, that
vur trade is so scu!'tered, the people of ditferent
sections of the State but rarely meet, and know
but litile of each ather,  About two vears since,
[, with others, had my sattention particularly
called to this snbject;  The tollowing wus the
result of inquiry, about the accuracy of which
there can exist no doubt :—

It appears from an abstract of the Tonnage of
the U, Sta‘es, for the year 1831, furnished to
Congress by the Treasury Department, that the
registered and licensed Tonnage owned in Wil
mington, was 9,179 Tons. That during the last
quarter of the yesr 1832, and the first quarter of
year 1855—

The American Tonnage entered in
the portof Wilmingien, from to-

4~ reign Countries, was

Foreign Tonnage entered for same
period,

10,357 tons

4,544 tons

—

14,951
American Tonnage eleared, dure |
ing same period, tor foreign
cuuntries, ¢ 18,074 tons
Fureign do. ‘do. do. 5,888
) 21,962
+ | The Coasting Tonnage employed
during the same period was 50,000 tons

Making the total Tonmage employ-
ed from that place during these
six months, equul to 86,945 tons
During the same period, there was shipped

from Wilmington—

18 mi'lions of fawed Lumber,

17 do. of Timber,
3 do. of Stuves,
50 do. of Shingles

100,000 Barrels ofgl’ar & Turpentine
20,000 Bales of Cafton,
10,000 Casks of Rice,

Pesides lurge quantiticdhot’ Rongh Rice, Flax

Rosii.

These articles, valued at the home market and
at the ordmary prices were worth more than
1,000,000 doll.rs.

It iy an unquestionable fact, that Wilmington,
from its locution, furnishes a better opportunity
of selecting Wesi-India cargoes than any port in
the United States. * T'bere is no other portin
the Union furnishing so great a variety of pro-
duce, suld at the home niarket by the grower
himsell,  There i8 no ariicle of exportation
raised in the Southern State
Sea lstand cotions, which is

the articles of Pitch, Pine Lumber, T17
Navul Stores; of tiese articles, it ships more than

equals in tha Southern States. Its Security
from the effeets ot gales of wind, as a port, is
nul surpassed by any other, Tt has the advunt-
age of having fresh water, which exempts ves
sels from tlni: destructive effects of the salt-water
woror. . It 13 only tinrty miles from the Ocean,
and a few hours will carry you beyvond the Bar,
From the wharves yoa can carry, on ordinury
tides, twelve feet draft ; on Spring tides thirteen
teet, ‘T'ins draft of water, with vessels of pro-
per construction, atfords suflicient drart for any

Seed, Flour, Peas, Tobacco, Vurnish, Pitch and |

ject of Representation.
xcept sugar and | compluined that their large counties have had
t carried to Wil-{ no greater Representalion: than small counties
mington ang sold by the original maker. ‘Uhere | to the East.

'S o port in the world to campare with it, in | this eomplaint,

suhj-ct, he did so, as the Representative ofghe
whole people of 1he State, und not as for
the people of Wake County on!y, and wonld «“c
to the best of his judgment and discretion,  Ise-
deving, s hie did, that when the Constitution of
the U. States was sdopted, sll Commercial sub-

jects were transferred 1o the General Govern-

ment, he considered the State Government as
having nothing to do with them, except so far
#8 it may be necessary to puass Inspection and
Pilotage lawe, and some other actsof little im-
portance. Weare, said Judge S. about fixing
our basis of Reprecentatran on distinet principles,

which have nothing to do with the d.Hercnt pur- |

suits of men, and he did not wish 10 see them
violuted or set aside to tuvor any:particular com-
munity, whatever mayv be their employments,
OQur Government is tounded on principle—nl|
politicsl power i< derived from the people.  He
was witling ta allow to people residing in1owns,
the same privi]eyges thut were enjoyed by peuple
living in the coun'ry, and no more. e dd not
think any thing more necessaty  lle was there-
fore opposed to the adoption of the Report be-
fure the Convention.

Judge Gaston s+id, he was aware of the great
desire whieh existed in the Convention lo come
to a decision on this question ; but knowing the
deep inlerest which miny of his neighbors took

on this subject, he could not torbear to uﬁ'er_'t

few additional remarks uponiit.

He said he subscribed entirely to the senti-
ment expressed by the gentleman from Wake
(Judge Seawell) and he wished it was as tully
appreciuted as it deserves, that the Delegates
assermmbled in this Convention ought not to con-
sider themselves as sent here to protect the m
terests of the particular portion of the State from
which they enme, but, on every question Lo con-
sider what will be best for the interest of e
State at large.

Buat, if he understood the same gent'emanin
another sentiment which he expresscd, he deem-
ed it erroneous, and he wished to correct the
emor. He stated that Borough Representation
wus repugpant to the principle laid down in the
Convention Act for fixing Representation in the
House of Commons, Let us, rad Jodge G. ex-
amine the subject, and see whether this asseni.
on be well founded, We are culled here, not to
mske a Constitut:on, bul to revise thie provisions
of an old and venerated instrument, a0 certain
particulars, which are fully set forth in the Act
under which we have met.  To what extent are
we to go ? In (he first pluce, the number of mem.
bers in the Senate, shull not be less than 34, nor
more than 53U, to be elected by districts, &e.
The House of Commons shall consist of not less
than 90, nor more than 120, exclusive of Borough
members, which the Covention shall have the
discretion to exclude in whole or m part ; and
the residue, that is, the memberswther than those
frem the towns, to be clected by counties or
districts, or both, according to their federal po-
pulation, &c.

Whut, then, has the Legislature, in this act,
utefiect, said tothe Eastern and Western mems-
b

? ¢ You have been at variance on the sub-

\Western members have

We have provided a remedy for
‘The general principle of repre-

*and ' seatation in the House of Commons, as to the
lCmmties, shall, in future, be according to tede-
all the other Stutes.  And as regards its facility of |
reacliing the ocean, and the diaft of water and | tion is made even #s to the county representa-
Secutity us a harbor, Wilmington has but few !

ral numbers.  ut in this Act an express excep-
tion. You are .ot to carry this principle so far
as to exclude the small counties from represen-
tution-—none of these must be distranctised.
However sma!l a county mavsbe, and hewever
few its inhabitants, it shall we entitlied to one
member.” And he would say, however anxious
he was to see all parties reconciled, he couid
not have agreed to uny proposiion to amend

modificationt Why so’ it may be usked. Because
when a system has been established, and a cer-
tain portion of the citizens have been uysed

b b i rate into our Constitution was one which,
the Constitution whica had not rec§gmze:i thas | : Hstitutl 2

to act together, an esprit du rorps is formed a.
mongst them, which cannot be.sundered but
with violence.

The Convention Aet lays down no rufe on the
subject of Borough Representation, What is
the situation of vour towns ? There "are seven
towns in the Stiafe which have heen in the hahit
of sending each a Hepresentative to the [Inuse
of Commons. The inhahitants of these towns
are as firmly attuched to their ol 1 habits of elect-
ing a member as the citizens of the small enin-
ties are to their custom of electing members,
But time has pro‘luced changes in vie circum-
stances of some of thrse towns ; some of them
have daclined in weulth and importance, and
are willing to give up the privilege of sending a
member ig future. With respect to Rearesen -
atives from these towns, we have a general au-
thority to exclude them, in whole or in part,
In deing this, we are t13'be governced by a sound
discretion, and consider what course will best
promote the public good, There is no rule
laid down in respect td Town Representation,
What rule does patrotism and a desire te pro-
mote the public goad require ? Does it requir:
you ta take tlie privilege from all these towns ?
Or that you m+ke no more victims than is ne-
cessary.  This is left to your discretion.  And
he would ask, on what principle the counties ot
Columbus, Washington and Macon are ullowed!
each a member, that would not operate in favor
of these towns !

Permit him to say, in behalf of the town with
which hie wuas bhest acquainte:d, they consider
this priviege as invaluable,
enioved by them.  They had it hefore the Re-
volution : they say that the privilere has never
been abused by them, and ask why it should be
rulcen wway ? Because we have the power, shall
we determine to exercise it 7 Will 'you do it,
because their niimbers do not quite entitle them
to w memher, Were you to act on this ground,
you woull have to disfranchise nine of your

It hasalways heen

small countics. Do yvou tuke the rmight away,
bec use the inhabitants of the town are not of |
suificem consideration for morals, tal=nts or!
prop=ity ?  Compare them with any portion of |
vour community, and they wonll nat feur the

to remove all disabilities existing an aec-
count of differences of opinion in inatters
of Religion, and conforms in principle to
that galden rute—<1)n unto others, az ve
woudd, that they should do. unte you.”—
Sir ! why shogld a line of dizcrimination
exist 2 Vhy retain in vour fundamental
law, a principle, which savenrs sn strong-
ty of persecution and bigotyy 7 A pringi-
pleswhich proseribes (or opinion®s sake—
uncitizenizing a portion of the commu-
nity and denying them an equal partici-
pation in the beuefits of free government?

Iluman institptions, said Mr. E , may
torture the body—may subject it to the
rack—Dbut cannot enslave the mind or
cantroul its action. No fetters can hold
it bound—even the wretched victim at the
stake cannot be debarred the high privi-
leze of pouring out his fervent aspirations
af the throne of mercy. Sir, this must
and will be so, in despite of all human
regulations,  And why 2 Becanse. Hue,
who poasesses the pawer of controlling a-
like the destinies of nations and of indi-
viduals, has -proclaimed by unalterab'e
larvs, that the consciences of men shall
not be controiled in matters whieh con-
cern their etérnal welfare,  Man’s belief
cannot becommanded—the liberty of con-
science is a natural right, igviolable and
inalienable.  No man, by his engage-
ments with societv, can surrender 11, or
absolve himself fvam the oblizatinn fo ex-
ercise it freely and without restraint, in
the discharge of his duty to his God ;
mnch less, can Society exercise the power
of dispossessing him of it. =
. 8ir, said Mr. E., we have proclaimed
this truth in our RBill of Rights, in lan-

-

result. Is the Revenne paid by the citizens of | . ER p "
[this  Town unwoarthy of }'muT consideration 7| 5* 3¢ 80 clear and expiicit that * he who

wonld udduce no stronger cvidence thun the ! Does nut the public good require that it shoulil | runs may read” — :
opposition made by the citizens of Witmiagton [be repiesented 2 IF it does, is the rght to be ! natural and unalienahle right to worship tject, ence get into

| refizsed, in order thikt the citizens m:v be kept|
irom quarrelling amoungst themseives? We would
in answer say, that for 20 years there has been
| but one contested election.  Divided as the ci- |
tizens may have been on many suhjects, they |
have hud no l!jfﬁClllt.\'i n selecting a fin Represen-|
tative,  Sha'l we be retused a member, b-cause
we have R member from thie county { We reply
that & County member would not represent the
mterests of the Town,  The citizens of the
Town huve separate interestis ; they have long!
peenin the hubit of acting 1ogether; they require
Iaws in reldion to their various interests. I'he
Commerce of the State is i a Languishing situs.
ton & ought to be encemnaged and supported.

Fl ziheth City and Waushington have been

|s'ated us in as Aourishing. @ wn«‘%sm us any e
the towns enjoviny the privilege a member
but gent’emen ought to be aware that vur pow.
ers o not extend:to the granting of any new
privilege ; we camonly retain, or abolish in
wliole or in part, the privileges alrea:ly granted.

It had been suid that Edenton s not of suili.
cient impartance in & commercisl point of view
10 be entitled 1o 2 memnver; but it hud been
enmplained that some of the counties in the
Fast h«l been less favored than some of the
Wesiern counties in relation to the disposition
of their fr«etional numbers,  Giving a member
‘o Edenton would, in some degree, muke up
for this difference.

Mr. Fi%lson of PP was decidedly opposed to thea.
doption of the Repoit, Hedenied thuat it wonld he
expedient to continue the privilege 10 the four
Borongh iowns as nroposed. He did not think «-
ny ot them of sufficient importance to be thus
favored.  He examined the claims set up for the
several towns mentioned 'n the Report, and as.
serted that the towns of Washington and Eliza-
breth City were as well entitled to the privilege
of a distinct member s uny ol'thg.-;e wlich have
so long enjoved the privilege ;“and that those

towns without the privilegeallowed (o thie others,
had risen in impertance, 4 st Edenton and
most of the other towns h¥d® been on thede-
cline, :

The question on agreeing to the Report, was
negatived by yeas and Nays (us heretotore giv-
en) 73 votes to 50, - -

JOn motwon ot Julge Gastomy the ques'ion was
then taken on allowing the privilege of a mem.
her to each of the towns o_fglo ern, Wilming-
ton and Fayetteville, and” negilived 73 votes to
4?. P = - B ¥

D ARTICLE.
Friday, Jue*26th; #8585

The Convention®aving resolved itself
into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Fisu-
er in the Chairyonithe 52d Article in the
Constitution, S "

——

due to himselt, to his cuuntr}". and to his
Creator, to present the views which Tled
to the-conclusion to which he had come.
The particular modification of the Article
under consideration, which heshould pro-
pose before he resumed his seat, might
not perhaps be acceptable to the Conven-
tion 5 but he was free to sayv, a less con-
cession to the liberty of conscience would
not satisfy him.

Mr. E: said, if there was one subjoct,
more than another, on which he desired
that his views should not be misunder-
stootl—or upon which he felt imperiously
bound by the wblhizations of duty and a
sense of accountability here and hereafter,
to express his opinion, with becoming
freecom—it wae this. [n private hfe, it
had been his habit—indeed, he had pre-
acvibed it to himself as o law, to remain
silent when Religious topics were discus-
sed in his presence 3 becauze, while he
claimed the rizht of exercising and enjoy-
ing his @wn opinion, he was unwilling to
interfere with or become responsible for
the opinions ol others. s present situ-
ation demanded a Jditferent course. The
amendment he should propose to incorpo-

1in & spirit of Liberalisin that would reflect

fetaining this article, 'we declare and es-

our commaon countrv.
to the burthens, and demand of them the
duties incident to our institutions, while

citizens ought to entitle them. We pro-
claim that a particular faith shall be the

lhmu:n“nn our chardcter as a State, pro-
| clauns universal toleration. Hs object is,
{,;.I

«o T'hat all men have a

Almighty God according to the dictates of

theirow  conscience.’ 1s the provision in

the 321 Article consistent with this de-
claration? Is there nuta palpable incon-
oruity between the two?  Does not the
one give universal scope to the princi-
ples of toleration, and couform strictly
to the natural righ's of man 3 and does
not the other limit and restrict tne ines-
timable rizhts of conscience ? It disfran-
chises one partion ol your citizens on.ac-
count of their Religious tenets—while it
extends to all others the uninterrupted
enjovment of all the gizhts secured under
vur lree nstitations., .
Mr. E. said, he was almost afraid to
hear his own voice on this sabjrct 3 but,
in pursuing the examination, he would,
from the respect due to the Conventivn,
endeavor to subdue his feelings as much
as possible. Ife was at a loss to conceive
why this clause was ever introduced into
the Constitution—"he had searched in vain
for the reasons—but it isthere—and¥it is

our duty to examine the influence it ex-

ercises nn the great fundamental princi-
ples of Civil and Religious Liberty. e
laid it down as an axiom, which every
wise government.should keep steadily in
view—that lega/ Reiigion and pofifical
Liberty are whally incompatible. That
to blend Religion and Politics, would
have the effect to open thedpor wide to
a union of Churck and Stafe—aud that
Governments, which all experience shows
are apt to prove too strong for the peo-
ple, would eagerly seize upon every pre-
text to strengthen the arm of power, by
calling fo their aid the intuences which
the timidity of some. and the fanaticism
of others on the subject of Religion place
ton often within their reach.. Thus, Sir,
might be devised the most odious tyran-
ny under which mankind ever groaned,
Where will the dividing line terminate P
[f we exclude on scct to-day, what sect
will the reckless spicit of proscription
next assail ? +.By and’ by, some other
may become equally obnoxious onacconnt
of their partigular mode of worship, Yes,
Sir, once apphy the pruning knife—se-
lect a particul®ey creed—sanctily it bv-a

place in your organic law—denourice all
‘who do not sabscribe to it, and make

h] - : ‘ld
Mr. Eowanps said, hehad bectovv?q#l
some reflection on the subject; and it was]who do, and

PR &

hose the peculiar‘abjects of vour fayor
my word for ity if ever the’
time shall corfe when the public mind

and man—and not betw
malker. : . s P

‘The rights of conscience. continued
Mr. E., those inestimahle rights without
wirich wan would indeed be a “;rmor and
wretched creature, owe lheil‘.\m‘igi‘n' to'a
snurce much higher than anyeavthly pow-
er—their kingdomis not of this world,
and he who invades them usurps the pre-
cogative of Deity. -~ Those wito ghose may
dare to become sponsors for the souls-of
men—/lar his part, he would not be so pre=
sumntuous—he could not, .if he wou'ld.—
[n the final gettfement of “that dread ac-
coint which all must snoner or later Fen-

N i J -
een man and hisg
.

covernment or individual will then be
found to propitiate in Iis behalf. , Let
the truths of the Gpspel be:equally the
property al all; attempt no shackles dpon
the mind, and you need fear nothing from
error.
nist of error, and the latter ¢4may ba sale-
ly tolerated while the former i{g—,le[’t frea
to conhat 11.*? Bat, Sir, if fnrn_:»!f’tinglhil.
sublime truth, we introdice into aur or-
eanfe law interdictions on account of re-
ligious opifiions, we must fence thém, a-
round, we must preserve them from vio-
lation, we must coerce obedience by pains
and penalties—a resort then must be had
to legislative enactments, and they, in
time, may render ecclesiastical or ‘spiri-

be sa well qualified to sit in judzment as
these who teach the favored faith. He
did not pretend to the spirit of prophecye
but he was grossly in " errpr, ;gshou'd this
career be once begun, if Bigotry and Fa-
naticism do not run riot, and if the most
direlul consequences do not resnlt.  Let
the'passions of men; enlisted on this sub-

jand ne one can [oresee the e —for
all know the uncontroltable properties. of
religious enthusiasm. The
to keep Religion and Politigh
to confer no peculiar priviléges op ar
ope s2ct. bit fo extend *eq'ual prqﬁ.eé’a!
to g1k _"l‘hn_sure'st w'ay, of bléhdjng heall
was to legitimate some sects and.bBjpn w.
‘dize others, and thus set an’examy\sand =
| whicli all but one might be finalt®
nouneccd as heretical. o

Mr. E. said, all no doubt held in é -
defestation hypocrisy in Politics an . o
ligion—al! were sensible that it, Jas;qe"-‘

policy to furnish incentives to its

cise. But shall we not promote
to ensnare the consciences of men! Shall,
such a blot be permitted to stain our, .es=,
cutcheon. ** Lead us not into tempta-
tion*? was the prayer of our Savieur, 'If
we hold up the glittering pageantry  of
office to induce men to nlay the hypogrite
are we not laying temptations beforethem?
Are we not, by;ihe seductive inflaence of
earthly honors, alienating their.affections
from their Creator ! ¢t

‘Mr, E. asked, if gentlemen were not
aware-that this spirit of persecution was
already abroad in our land, and amopg
our Churches—-ave, even in the same
Church 2 Do they not knew, lhag__amnng‘
the members of one of the leading Church-
le<, a division of opinion existed ona subs
iject of deep amd vijal interest to this State
and to the whele Southern country ? Yes,
sir—the quesliu%‘ﬁl:’;d been seriously agi-
tated by one portion of this Church=—re-
suling north of a certain line—whether
their brethren, members of the same
Church, shoeld not be excluded from the
Communisn Table on account of a gecu-
liar description of property whichthey
fiold —thus tenttering to themn the altern-
ative of separation or a surrender of rights
czuarantied to them by the Constitation &
laws of their country. 8ir, we should not
disguise the fact, that this great polifical
question which threatens to shake to its
very fuundation the udion of these Siates,
has been gravely made a Religiouz one.

"tinn and intelerance.

Such dre the fraits of a spirit of -pe;.-.écu’-

| lgct us beparethen,

less we afford encouragement to ity by

counteriancing any such principle by our
tate pplity. &

But he took bolder ground. He denied

shall be strongly excited, tossed almost in- | that it belanged 0 gn became any earthly

to phrenzy, by the tricks of cunning =

that wall shake to its very foundation, if
not upturn, the temple of liberty itself —

Sir, a system, based on the principle that |

the consciences of men and their faith in

matters of religion shail becofiean 2air [him o
of Government, cannot Jonyg be toierated

withouta total enslavewment of the ecitizen.
It us not forget siiMe. E. that by

v, b eul lpnwer,
ots and heated fanatics, a disordered and

distempered state of Society may ensue

tablishy (0 @ particular intent, - one only

nounce those who do not embrace it—-but‘
refuse to extend to them the privileges of

We subjrct them

we deny them the privilege of participa-!
tingin the rewards to which loyalty as

price ul'n:ﬂicc—that all who do not con-
form toitsha:l be’punished by an exclusion
from the honors, emaluments and distine-
tions which the humblest should be per-
mitied to aspire to. The province of pa-
litical assemblages, lie hatl thonght, was

to irripnse shiackles on the consCie
ences of men. He dented that it could be
required of them as a duty, to intecfers
with the relations between God and  his
own.creatures. @ this subject, he felt,
no re<pgnsibility to mere man ; and shogld
the impious attempt be made to despoil

Ihi_i_«: rizhts in this respect, as moch
aa he lized North-Caroliga, he could ne-
ver refer the votaries of freedoin to hees'
as an examp'e worthy of ypitation.

I repeat, said Mr. E. this isa quesﬁon
which mmy own inclinations would not

faith, as the true faith, and not ouly de-!have induced me to discuss, eould [ have

passed it by consigtently with the dictates
of duty,  Gentlemen say that this provi-
sion in fhe Constitution is without effect
it its practical operation—that itis a dead?
Ietter, A mere brutum fulmen—and harine
less. ‘If this be true, it certainly does
not become us—as a grave Assemnbly en-
gngefl in the impnrtunt work of revisin;
our fundamental law=-of prescribing rules .
of conluct, not for to-day or to morrow,
but for all time I hope—to let it remain
there as a false light to mislead and de-
ceive our fellow-men. - 1f it be ambiguous
in its infport, |€t us ascectain its meaning
and render it 50 plain that all may atonce

to regulate the 1ntercourse between wan |

anderstand it. But ify on the otier haudy

der, every one must answer for himsel 3 no.

tual - courts indispensable—fur whq can’

ryour, legislative halls,
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