_——

‘ment within this State.”

L LA
FAEh
.

o

5

REE DOLLA]
THONE HALF IN

RS Per Ann v
ADVANCE.

?

PUBLISHED SVERY TUESDAY,

By Joseph Gales & Son.

—

. TERMS.

Tunes Docrains per annum—one halfin advance
Those who do not, either at the time of subseribing’
or suhsequently, give netice of their wish to have
the Paper discontinued at the expiration of the
year, will bepresumed as desiring its continuance

-until countermanded,

ADVERTISEMENTS,

Not exeeeding sixtesnt lines, will be inserted ¢hree

times for a Dollar; and twenty-five cents for each
ication : those of greater length, in
If the number of insertions be net
marked on them, they will be continued until or-

subsequent public
proportion.

" dered out, and charged accordin;

'STATE CONVENTION,

DEBATE
ON THE THIRTY-SECOND ARTICLE.

The Article to amends the 52d Section
of the Canstitution,sby striking ‘out the
word Piroresf.an;_an?f' inserting Christian,
being taken up for its second reading,

Mr.. WiLsox, of Perquimons, said, it
was his ‘intention to move an' amendment
of the Article, by striking out the whole
alter the first word and inserting a sub-
stitute which=he held in his hand. He
entertaied, it.was true, but little hope
of changing what seemed to be the settled
purpose of the Convenlt_ion s«but standing
as one of a small and proscribed number
in this' bedy, he'meant the sinners, he
should avail himself of the present mo-
ment to set forth his views briefly in rela-
tion to the 32d Section. He would endea-
vor to be consistent with himself. And as
most” gentlemen whothad spoken upen
the subject had given vent to their pious
fechings, by discoursing, like grave and
learned Bishops, and as those who acted
with him upon the present occision were
not the especially favored of Heaven, he
would try*to speak afier the manuner of
nen,

I'he 32d section of the existing Consti-
ttivn enjeins *“ that no person wio shall
deny the beimg of a God or ‘the truth of
the Protéstant Religion, or the divine au-
thority of the old or new Testament, or
who shall hold religious principles incom-
patible with the freedom and safetv of the
State, shall be capable of holding any
place of trust or prefit in the civil depart-
Who are ex-
cluded by this Article ? ZFirst:' All per-
sons who.deny the being of a God. This
excludes all Atheists. Secondly : All per-
sons who shall deny the truth of the Pro-
testant Religion.  This excludes Roman
Catholics, Jews, Deists and Atheists.—
Thirdly: Al who deny the divine autho-
rity of the old and new Testament. This
excludes Jews, Deists and Atheists ; and
lastly, all who shall hold Religious prin-
ciples incompatible with the freedom and
safety of the State.  This excludes Qua-
kers, and all others whose Religious prin-
ciples forbid them to bear arms in de-
fence of their country. Many oubt the
existence of men among us,who deny the
beng of a God. Itis very certain, if
Uiere be any Atheists in this State, they
are very few in-number, and alinost un-
heard of. Tt is to be feared however, that
shouid the Convention impose upon Athe-
1sm severe pains and heavy penalties,
subjects would not be wanting for the
ke and therack. Weareinformed by
liswry, that there was a time in the ex-
wience of some of the ancient Republics
of Greece, when the law made no provi-
fion for the punishment of the child who
should slay the parent—the crime being
then unknown. Some law-givers, who
fiot content with enacting pains and pe-
valties for the punishment of crimes and
misdemeanors already in existenceamong
them, launched intoufuturity and provid-
ed for the punishment ol the crime of par-
ricide.. The consequence was, that short-
Iy alterwards, the crime that existed be-
lure in the imagination of the legislator,
now became of frequent occurrence. To
do what we are forbidden by superior
power to do, seems engrafted in the ve-
Iy uature of man. Witngess the positive
commaud of God himself to our first Pa-
rent Apam :—+ Of every tree of the gar-
den thou wayest freely eat,butof the tree of
knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not
eat of it, for in the day thou eatest there-
ofy thou shalt surely die.” Butalas ! A-
dawm, just from-the hands of the Creator,
perfect in the image of his maker, ate of
the fruit of that very tree and sinned and
died ; hence, all our woe. Need'we then
marvel that man, degenerate man, should
still be  fatally bent upon mischief. Of
late we have heard that Catholics age not
excluded from office by the 52d section.

his opinion is atsvariance with the ordi-
Nary meaning of the word Protestant, & in
direct oppusition to the opinion entertain-
tdhy the whole body of the people of this

State (rom 1776 to ihe present dlav. The
franers of the Constitution intended to
eSclude such persons who either then, or
Wight therenfter reside in' this State, hold-
g doctrines ‘adverse to the Institutions
“hich they were about to establish. Now
i they muke use of such words as would
Carry out their
I“I:'ue were as new,two grand divisions,to

'Yy the Catholics and the Protestants.

2 -

2| occasion, either to repel un invasion or to

The term Catholic meant those Christi-
ans who have for their spiritual head the
P_upe of RUlne-Pﬁhtestant,' those whao
dissented from the Pope’s authority and
protested against the supremacy of the
Romish Church. These terms must have
been iwell understood by the framers of
the Constitution,unless it can be supposed
that body of men were ignorantand illite-
rate : for the contrary of which, the Con-
stitution‘itselfaffords abundant evidence.
The Protestants were divided into nu.
merous sects. TheyBaptists, Methodists,
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Moravians
and Quakers were well known by the
general term of Protestant. Atheists, De-
ists and Jews, disbelieve the truth of the
Protestant religion, but they are exclud.-
ed by other parts of the 32d section.—
We cannot theréfore suppose them to be
required to believe in the truth of the
Protestant Relig'mn. when other clauses
of the section had denounced them for
their unbelief in Christianity. It seems,
therefore, that that part of the 32d sec-
tion which requires a belief in the truth
of the Protestant Religion was intended
to exclude, and does actually-exclude,
Roman Catholics from office in this State.
It was thought at that (I:lf&#t-‘- i8 now
thought by some, that Catlics owe
paramcunt allegiance to thePope of Rome,
and that as the members of that faith be.
lieved in the infallibility of the Church,
in a comflict between this State and the
Pope, members of the Ramian Catho-
lic faith would be bound to take sides
with their spiritual head,to whom theyow-
ed paramount allegiance. If this was not
the reasoning of the framers of the Con-
stitution, they had no good reasons. [
these were their reasons, they were for-
med in an erroneous view of the Catholic
dectrine. He said, no good reasons, be-
caise in every Eountry they had shewn
themselves as patriotic and as true lovers
of freedom as the Presbyterians or any
other'body of Christians: If they honest-
ly entertained their notions of the Catho-
lic faith, they were in an error, and dut
required us to correct it But whether
the fears of the framers of the Constitu-
tion were with or without foundation, wle-
ther with a full and right understanding
of the Catholic faith, whether with an er-
roneous opinion of the obligations existing
between the lay members of the Romish
faith and their Spiritual head, or whether
by a wicked spiritof persecution, which
is'too apt to be formed wherever high pro-
fessors are actors among men, the word
Protestant was first in the 52d section of
the Constitution, and there it has remain-
ed from 1776 to the present day. It was
placed there, to exclude Roman Catlo-
lics, or it means nothing. They who
¢ deny the divine autharity-of the old or
new Testament’ are excluded. Jews are
not named in the Constitution, yet no
man will be found so regardless of the
common meaning of the I5n¢lish language,
as to say, that tius clause does not most
unequivocally exclude from office the
Children ot Israel. Why 2 Bucause they
do not believe in the divine authorvity of
the new Testament.  Yet the language
in reference to the Jews, in the 52d sec-
tion, is not more clear and pointed than
that which is aimed at the Catholics.—
Previously to the meeting of the Conven-
tion which formed our Constitution in
1776, the Colonies had been invaded by
@ hostile foe—arms had been taken up
by the Colonists and bleod had been shed
in the battle field: [In this State, at that
time, resided a small society of Moravi-
ans, or Unilas Fratrum, and several nu-
merous bodies of Friends or Quakers.—
They were a people of peace. Their re-
ligion forbid them, under the penalty of
incurging the everlasting displeasure of
HiM, whose laws are from everlasting to
everlasting, to take up arms upon any

rquell an insurrection, The laws of the
-*¢ Prince of Peace® they hold more bind-
ing than the ephemeral laws of man—the
punishment for the violation of the laws
of‘mortals endares but for a seasort, while
the violation of Heaven’s laws, unrepent-
ed, forever and eyer. They say, that he
that in battle is slain, has little time for
-repentance. Sublime precepts! but, how-
ever much we may admire them either in
theory or when carried out into practice,
no one can entertaina doubt but that
when our land is trod by the feet of mer-
ciless, ravaging, hostile invaders, these
Religious principles are incompatible with
the freedom ghid safety of the State, With
reference thell to whom, was that clause
in-the 32d section inserted, which says,
*“ Or who shall hold Religious principles
incompatible with the freedom and safety
of the State.” Though the war of the
Revolution raged from 1775 to 1782, these
peaceful people uniformly refused to bear
arms. Suppose all |/ Americans to have
become converts to this faith, shortly af-
ter the adoption of the Cunstitation in
1776, wu:t woulil have:become of the
freedom and safety of tne State.? Scarce-
ly should we yet haves paid thve penalty
which British vengeance would have ex-
acted from us, unless we are so vain as to
believe th#t Heaven would have interced-
ed ‘especially in our favor, to repel the

intentions P A‘t!m l.layi. ‘

ravaging fue, or to make easy the yoke
hat weuld have been: placed ‘wpon our
necks, {I‘o‘refuae to pear‘arms, in the

y (believed it had done no very great hara,

0]

to hold Religious principles incompatible
with the freedom and safety of the State.
If the Convention did not mean toexclude
Quakers and Moravians, with reference
to-whom did they insert that part of the
52d section ? He had no very strong pre-
ference for any body of sectarians, ani
as few prejudices against them as most
persons. ' He believed, that the Christian
Religion was so deeply rooted in the In-
stitutions of the country, as not tostand
in need of the aid of the law for its pro-
tection.

But itis submitted to the discretion of
this Convention, to amend the 32nd sec-
tion ; and'an amendment has been offered
in the following words to-wit:—+s That
no person who shall deny the being of
God, or the truth of the Christian religion,
or the divine authority of the old or new
Testament, or who shall hold religious
principles incompatible with the freedom
and safety of the State, shall be capable
of holding any office of trust or profit in
the civil department within this State.”
This-amendment,after a most able, learn-
ed and elogwent discussion,had passed its
first and now came up for its second read-
ing. It seemed 10 him, that it behooved
the Convention to examine and weigh
well this amendment before it should be
incorporated in the fundamental law.—
I there were errdrs in the old Constitu-
tion, and if the 3201 Article Le among
those errors, wotid it not be advisub'e,
either not to touch it at all, or if touched.
fo put the axe to the root of the
Upom the preséut occason, as upon all
others in I_egislaling. unless he was satis-
fied that goud would result from our ac-
tion upon the 32nd section, he felt him-
self bound to submit to existing evils, ra-
ther than try an experiment which he aw-
fully feared and sincerely believed would
bring down upon the people greater ones.
This Articie, he thought, ought never to
have had a place in the Constitution s but
there it was, and had been since *76 ; he

and was certain it had done no ool ,—
its tendency, he though', had been 1o
promote hypocrisy—am offence as hateful
as it was mean. He was very ciear that
the whole section should remain, unless
an amendment could be adopted’ that
would put all men among us, that may be
found trust-worthy by the electors or pev
ple, upon terms of equality in asking for
and receiving office. ILet those who con-
fer office, judge of the qualifications.
Entertaining these views upon the first
reading of this amendment, the other day.
his vote was recorded against striking
out the word Protestant. He had been
an attentive thought silent hearer of this
whole debate.  Arguments had been ad-
vanced so clear and so strong, and in
such lofty strains of glowing eloquence
for steiking it out, that it seemed to him
that further resistance to its abrogation
could not be wmade, and, if he had cor-
rectly understovd gentlemen from eve-
7y quarter of the State, in this budy,
nearly all were convinced of its inatility
and injustice 5 but gentlemen have two
ways of getting round its Jdestruction. —
Certain gentlemen say it is a dead letter
and entirely harmless.  Of these, he
would ask, if there was a dead branch in
the tree, why not remove it? Itis con-
ceded to=be useless ; then why retain it
with so much pertinacity ? It seemed to
him, that ‘gentlemen were not eutirely
candid and ;«ancere in (he support they
cave their dead letter. :
But another and more numerous class
of advocates for the retention say, they
are instructed—that public opinion is so
strong at home, in favor of the 32ud sec-
tion, that they dare not disregard the
voice of their constituents. Now bhe was
one, who would go very far in carrye
ing out whatever he undertook with good
faith.. He had never said much about in-
structions by the people to their Repre-
sentatives, but he thought there was no
great difference beiween the contracts
made between the people aud (heir Rep-
resentatives and_'i--the ordinary bargains
made between citizen and citizen. The
man who employed an agent to “transact
for him business abroad, could prescribe
such terms as might be mutually agreed
upon between them, and so the people in
appointing their Members of Assembly,
and Members of Congress or Delegates
in Convention, may prescribe such terms
as may be mutually agreed upon, and he
who breaks the bargain, whether it be prin-
cipal oragent, in the shape of an individual,
a Member of Assembly, Member of Con-
gress, or Delegate il*Convention, is faith-
less and not trust worthy. 'T'he election
under which he came here was holden
but a very few days ago, and hardly any
of us have had'any means of acquiring a
knowledge of the feelings and views of
our constituents since the election.
Then, gentlemen.are here ¢ fresh from
the people.” No after-meetings, called
for the purpose of instructing by small
knots of Politicians, gotten.up at Court-
Houses, Taverns or grog shops, but a full
burst'of public opinion-at the Polls in fa-
vour of its retention.  For what 3 why
this burst ofspublic. opinion.? . Hesput it
to gentlemen from every qudrter whether
they. were ipstructed 10" retain {he 82nd
section, to exclude Jews, to exclude Qua-

opinion of the framers of the Constitutien,
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clude “Deists—to exclude Atheists—to
exclude any-one but the Roman Catholics?
He put it to gentlemen from every quar-
ter to ‘say, whether public opinion was
roused at home against, the Jews, the
Quakers, the Deists,” the Atheists? He
put it to gentlemen from every.quarter to
say, whether-there existed the least ex-
citement in any part of the State against
Jews, against Quakers, against Deists,
against* Atheist 7 Against* whom then
was the excitement ? He defied gentle-
men to say, that there was the least hos-
tility in the public mind against Jews or
Quakers. The only class against whom
there was any excitement in the public
mind was the Roman Catholics, and this
was known to all. None could deny it.
That portion of. the people. who busied
themselves . about it, wished it retained
as a wall against what they supposed to
be the damnable assaults of the Romish
Church upin the freedom & safety of the
State;, Have instructions been obeyed ?
Were gentlemen sincere in their profes-
sions. The word Protestant—the bul-
wark against Papacy—has been stricken
out, and the ‘word Christian substituted.
For what? 'To let in the Catholics.
the voice of the cynstituent be binding,
then has that been done, which the pen-
ple forbid to be done, and which ought
not to have been dones He trusted in
Gad that this would not be set up as a
precedent in the docirine of instruction,
ifit were, there would, in future, be no
(danger ol the *¢ Representative being pal-

tree.— | qicd by the will of his constituents.?’—

He that knoweth his master’s will and
doeth it not, shall be beaten with many
siripes. _

Gentlemen,it seemed to him.had a mat-
ter of sume tlitﬁcull_\; 10 settie with other
portions of the community.  Why should
Catholics be admitied to a participation
in the offices of trust and profit in this
State,while Jes «,Quakers,and Deists are
exciuded.  Is auy one here prepared to
~ay to his coWistituents that the Catholics
have been found more trust-worthy, than
the peaceful’ Quakers or the persecuted
Jews? Thereare but few Catholicsin this
State, still fower Jews, while the Quakers
are numerous. He said e would tzke
the liberty of saying, for he was of a Qua-
ker descent, that in all the private walks
of life and all the social re'ations of life,
there was not on earih a purer people. —
Tiey were truly a people of peace and
gnod works.  These observations he had
made, not to di.-parage the just claims of
the Catholics, but as a matter of sheer jus-
tice to the proscribed Qualkers.

Mr. W. said, **the Friends” held some
notions that he did notapprove. He had
been uat war with them on the question of
negro slavery.  Although their opinions
on this puint were palpably wrong, yet no
one acquainted with them, and with their
Religicas paineiples, can for a moment
believe, that their Religious prejudices ei.
ther against bearirg arms or against negro
stavery, weakened their integrity ; for
they were strict observers of their agree-
ments and punctual performers of their
contracts, the worlll over. He knew no-
thing of his own knowledge, of the Ro-
man Catholics, but as far as he could ga-
tier ffom books and men, they were pret-
much bke all other denominations, having
much in their system that is ** of man,”
and not quite so much that is *of God,**
as all sectarians are dispdsed to arrogare
o themselves., As an Institution Suited
to the various feelings and Irailties and
necessities of man, he believed no Church
on earth had superior claims. [mperfec-
tions, impurities and errors will exist in
all institutions, whose superintendance is
sabject to man’s control, and whatever
may have been the origin of the Catholics,
the Presbyterian, the Episcopalian or the
Wesleyan system, he hazarded nothingin

saying, that their government was now in
the hands of those who see and feel, as
sinful man sees and feels. He feared,
and he thought there was some evidence
to supportthe opinion, that the present ex-
itement against the Catholics was hatch-
ed by some aspiring, designing, ambitious
Priest. © Why had that partial, trashy
book, called Fox’s Martyrs, been spread
far and wide ? Weré the outrages there-
in related, of recent occurrence, or were
the atrocities therein varnished and bla-
zoned forth, the cruelties and barbarities
of a dark, supetstitious and bigated age of
persccution, called up from the slumber
of ages? Who have been active in put-
tingin circulation that tissue of falsehoods
*¢ Six months in a Convent?” Who are
the victims of this stuff? ‘I'ne honest and
confiding part of the people, over whom
the Priesthood, as well in this country as
in every other, have exercised an uncon-
trolled influence. Upon this excitement,
the small and crafty Politicians of the
State seized, fannem into a lame, ho-
ping thereby to werk their passage into the
Convention ;3 well knowing tkat the sober
sense and sourfd judgment of the people,
if left to act cooly and unexcited, would
wot discover their fitness for a geat here.
Were the Catholics nummerous i ‘our State?

Scarcely, did a Chapel exist. ~Was there
a probability, that Catholic -emigrants

would, come to this State? «There Wai np
new field open to enferprize Biere 3 very

few forcigners foundiit to their ab;vain_tage_

to come to North-Caroling s nor dﬁln.l-.jf

kers—yes, the harmless Quakers—to ex-|

ibe expected that they should, unless some

If

great and unex
whereby men make a competency of sub-
sistence easier than neretofore. The rage
now was, and he much feared would con-
tinue to be, to leave the Stite for more la-
vored regions. ’ .

But, Mr. President, the word “ Pro-
testant,” from the length of time it has
\existed‘ in our Constitution, is venerated
by the peaple,
like certainty in its meaning ; not §o with
the word which is now put in its“place.
Nothing is more profitable to the peuple
{in any Government than certainty in t
law. ~ The attainment of a knowledge of
the law is diflicult, when its provisions

competent knowledge cannot be acquired
when it is clothed in words of uncertain
and indefinite meaning, .

Wiere can two professors of Christia-
nity, belonging to different sects,be found,
that will agree in the meaning of the word
Christian. "True itis, that all sectarians
of this country claim tabe Christians, but
whenever the issue shall be made up to
try whether an individual is a Christian,
the defendant will, if governed by the
laws of self-preservation, excuse from

accusingbody. ~ Unfortunately, in Reli-
gious controversies, the learned and in-
teiligent part.of mankind are as much un-
der the influence of bigotry and fanata-
cism as the ignorant and illiterate.  He
held in his hands a string of Resolutions
adopted by a Convention of Presbyterian
Ciergymen recently holden at Pittsburg,
Penn, which he would take the liberty of
reading :

L. Regolved, That itisthe deliberate and decided
Judgment of this General Assercbly, that the Roman
Catholic Church has essentially apostatized from ths

therefore cannot he recognized as a'Christian Church.

Hesolved, That it be recommended to all in our
communion to endeavor by the diffusion of light by
the pulpit, the press and sll other Christian means,
to resist the extension of Romanism, and lead its
subjects to the knowledge of the truth,as it is taught

o
-

11 the word of God.

3. Reaolved, Thatitis utterly inconsistent with
the strongest obligations of Christian parents fo place
their children for education in Roman Catholie Se-

niinayies.

Now, these Resolutiens did not emanate
froma bodyofignorant and illiterate men,
suddenly drawn together by some politi-
cal leader or caucus-monger. No such
thing.  Very different was this body. A
council of grave & learned Divines, whose
minds were stored with treasures of learn-
ing, gathered together by the toils of ma-
ny years, enlightened and chastened by
long reflection and . deep meditation” on’
Heaven and heavenly things. This body,
aided by human learning as it was, and
especially in the favor of Heaven! deter-
mined that Roman Catholics are no longer
christians! T'hus we gee asect,cluiming for
its foundation the Apostle Peter, who saw
in flesh the'Saviour of men : one to whom
Jesus of Nazsreth said—¢+ And I 83y un-
to thee, that thou art Peter, and dpon
this Rock T will build'Wy@htrch and the
gates bf Hell shall not prevail againsfit,
and I will give unto thee the keys of the
Kingdom of Heavenyand whafsoever thou
shalt bind on"earth, shall be bound ‘in
Heaven, and whatsoever thou: shalt loose
on earth, shall be “loosed in Heaven’’ —
a sect more numerous, which has wield-
ed more, and still continues to wield more
influence over men, than all utherQhris-
tian denominations put together—a . sect ]
that profess to believe the wholeof the old |
and new ‘Lestament to be of divine au:
thority—a sect that have for fifteen hun-
dred vears been universally called and
believed to be Christians, proscribed and
put under the ban by a body of Sectarians
that but yesterday sprang into existence
—whose numbers are small and confined
to three or four Governments. What
evidence have they given the world, tlaa}\4
theyrand theirs are more in the favor o
Heaven, than that very budy whom they
declare have **apostat.zed.” Short sicht.
ed mortals ! If the everlasting God sees
and judges and decrees as man, sectarian
man, sees and judges and decrees, who
will be saved ? v .

Now, by way of illustrating his opini-
ons of the uncertainty of the meaning of
the word Christian, he would call the at-
tention of the Convention to a few ca8es
—supposed cases to be sure—such howe-
ver as might not only occur, but such as
he feared would be of frequerréccur-
rence. The power of trying impeach-
ments is conferred upon the Legislature.
Let an Officer be impeached for want of
the Christian religion. [t is known pre-
viougly to the election of members of the
Assembly, that an Officer (a Judge, whe
holds his office from the Legislature, is
to be impeached at the ensuing Session ;
that the charge against him is, that he is.
not a Chfistian. Let the Legistature be}
composed, as it ysually i¥, of members
some of the Baptist faith, some of the
Methodist, some of the Episcopalian, not
a few ef the Presbytecian, with a sprinkle
of non-professors (sinners). As things
now go, we may suppose some of these
orders would then, as they have now, send
their members pLEDGED, instructed, with
an eye-single to the defence of what they.
m ease to call Religion.  The Gene.-:
_fpal.: ssembl y; pon ?ts m tipg; is orga-
Mized into an"Tnquisitorial tribunal’; the
‘accused is arraigned before the bar of the

pected change takes place, he sps.

and has acquired shmething

are couched in the clearest language § a

serving on his jury, all members of the|{U

Religion of vur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; ang.
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vation—that Wone ‘Caii"participate in the
advan; iges of the hristian system with-
out a itrict adheérence in practi . to its
Frecefts. Would'the Assembly Wwait for
urthel evidence than the o_oiif;gibii of
the actused, tlidt e did not helieve in
the Trinity and desied the d
sus Christ? The Unitarian, like the
Univefsalist, woull*be denounced, con-
defined and 'disfrinchised. Fhe Unita-"
rian, ublike'the Catholic and Uniyersalist,
believey, thai to réach™ Hewen, he must
labour lang’ and arddsly i‘%‘-“é practice
of 'lhefpr__e’gé ) '3aﬁﬂt by the man Je-
"§us,_ and this'w uld be “his’ condemna-
tien. Mr. W. ,‘iai’;l_ he would go stil far-
ther, and také" the'liberty of s@ying that
very body “which :hadJrccentija'ut in
judgment upon, and condemned ﬁlo"C;ti;-,'
olics, mdy themselves, ere long, come
under the ban.  Whd has forgotten their
Sunday mail ‘efforts? Let the public mind
be charged with ‘excitemeut against #ﬁs
body of sectarians, tipon the supposition
that théy are encroaching upon the rights
of ally and whether the chargs be. rightlal
or notfghe inevifable result will béa coimn-
Binaliof of all Religionists against
and then would Presbyterians  be .
demned . for théir doctrine of elaepgong-'
yes, election—this word election - the
key to the whole scheme. . "The Heathen -,
18 goodste his‘own; we want no evidence
to prove that Catholics would, if clothed
by lawy set up for supremacy. The Pres-
bytesiaBs havé pa:sed Senfence ‘against

-

con- I

['the Catholics, andthis Conv¥ention is a-

baut to clothe thewn with inquisitorigl pow-
er,if lhe-_,un'crr.tain_ty_ exists i the mealling
of the word Christian as_above “illustra-
ted. ~In a contest for poweg, who: is or-

power, who is heterodox?: The minority.
[t is too/often the case, in the heated i‘:
aginatiod of the devotee, the figtions - of
theifevered brain,pass for the illumina-’
tion of tae Holy Spifit. “These fidtions
becowe " positive. inﬁmqiiuns—-lhe_ coms -
munion ‘of any tng;lher,"of'tlﬁ’q'..wn
works cOfffirmation and produces enth
siasm—ih- the. wholg mass” then commen-
ces the Jvork of car
the injut :tions of the Deity. NotiHing.is
wanting tow to kindle th'e flame, ¢ m
the fagget, to erect the stake and ild -
the racks’but the aid of the law® Min-
isters, to execute the law, will never ba
found wanting, when men think theg are
doing Gad service in Scourging and pun-
'y i N Jon ikl i
ishing those whom hizh professions, pro~
ciaim to be blasphemers. How shall mbe-
tal tribuals deeade between these bodies,
contending among themselves abod gy
is and what is ?lbﬁt;d‘gptlblc to the B
ty? These coatests, from the nati
man*: and . man’s weak Buderstadding,
must necessarily arise in' evéry countwy,
where ' mind isunshackied by buman

aws. Haw to prevent ivjary froin these |
untesbag*.‘ *haee hb’hhjf 18 estl” but

difficult Js it was, he thoygiitithe way was

not unesfayed. The Pilgriims to this Jasd

had sho¥n the way by example?! it had

House ; he is calledrupdn for his defence ;

been follewed in nbmerous instances, and '

e rénder bﬂ—'*
PP nabe

bliss ynd Wh C
bask %ﬁ)he c’i}”er!asting rgqn_l'rﬁpf ’ﬁp‘spegk- :
rngd xove
ain? “The-
&st '

The

versaists'will com® under the ban of proy
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that Xheir Hgne%s@clmm and exercise too .

“the Upniversalist ar- .

ivinity of Je-
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rying jinto practice_ '
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thodox? The majority.” In a contest for " ** i




