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a Berious objection. = The expenditures
in support of the Government are, much
the larger portion of them, upon our sea-
coast, and in our great commercial cities.

would very mueh increase that am‘ountJ
and draw to the sea-coast other large

year, will be presumed as desiring'its continuance|sums - of mon@y which ought properly to]

until countermandeds | "
ADVERTISEMENTS,

N ot exceeding sixteen lines, will be inderted fAree
times for a Dollar; gnd twenty-five cents for each
subsequent publicatton: those of greaier length, in
proportion. If the number of insertions be not
‘marked on them, they will be continyed until or-
dered out and charged accordingly. £ d

"CONGRESS,
IN SENATE OF THE U. STATES.

Mr. Ewrxs made the following Report from the’
Committee on Public Lands, to whom was
reférred a bill to apprdpriste, for a limited
time, the proceeds of the sules of “the Publi¢}
Lands of the United States : s
The Committee look upon the leadin

measure propesed’by the.bill:as one of.

great national impbrtance. The gradual
operation of a system devised in the ear-
ly history of our Government, for the
support of the public credit, and for re-
ducing the public,debt; has, within 4
short time past, produced :ts full and-
final effect. 'The public debt is dischar-
ged, and existing commercial relations,
which: the condition of our country ren-
ders indispensable, together with the

sales of the public lands, brimg yearly a

Jarge surplus fund into the Treasury.—

“This fund, ‘which is no longer taken u

in the payment of a natigngl debt, and

which still remains unapprepriated, has
already arisen to ‘the amount of about
twenty-four millions of dollars ; and as
it does not arise from transient causes),
it goes on mcreasing, and must continué
to increase. 'This stale of things is not
at all desirable. Its patural tendency is
to produce extravagarce in the appropri-
ation and was‘efulness in the expenditure
of public money. Indeed, it seems to
be conceded by all, that this large sur-
plus ought not to remain and accumulate

in the public Treasury; and there have|

been suggested, as means of lessening
1he'am0unt(and preventing a future accus
mulation—| .- '

First, The reduction of the customs';

Second, Increased expenditures in the
navy and fortifications ; ’

Third, A reduction of the price of
public lands, and the surrender of large
portions of then to the States in which
they lie ; and,

- Lastly, This bill, which proposes to
distribute the proceeds of the public lands
among the several States, teaving the re-
ceipts from customs to defray the ordina-
ry expenses of Gevernment in time of
eace. . \

The first-named measure—a reduction
of the customs—cannot be resorted to
without awakening feelings dangerous to
the peace and harmony of the country.
The tariff law in force, is the result of a
compromise of the opinions of the citizens
of different sections of the Union, & ought
not to be disturbed, unless a strong po-
litical necessitycall for its modification.
Under this law, or, indeed, any law,
keeping up such duties as are pecessary
for the proper regulation of commerce,
it is. believed that the custems” will pro-
duce a revenue, at least equal ta the or-
dinary wants of the Goverment. The
surplus, therefore, cannot be réduced by
lessening the amount of the céstoms.

“The next measure proposed, isa large
increase of appropriations upon our for-
tifications and navy, so as to absorb the

in the event of a foreign war.

in the opinion 6f your committee, neces-

rent. expences of Government, exceed

the probable receipts from customs for
the eénsuing year, if the'eountry be not

involved in war.© And it is not, in the

opinion of your commitiee, proper that

an _expenditure should be made in the

conatruction of fortifications or naval ‘gr-

maments for the .purpose of exhaustin
the surplus revenue.

j-rima

applied to little purpose.

la

supply much beyond what is necessar

n expending judiciously and skilfully
8o, .alsv,

our ordinary appropriations,
With respect to the navy,”

surplus revenue, andat the same time

ut the country in an aftitude of defence{Tands actuall
Such in-
¢reased appropriation, to some extent, is

sary and proper. There ought ta be dealt
out with a liberal hand, all that can be
well applied to render the seaboard sale
from foreign aggression ; but’the amount
asked by the Executive for both these
purposes, doesnot, with the other cur-

-{have a general distribution over the whole

United States. . Nor could we, expect
such a system, if once adopted, to cease,
or even-to diminish for ages. No mation
wag yet ever known voluntarily to lessen
its expenditures. - If we commence a|
system of fortifications for the purpose
of-expending money, chiefly, and but in

|a secondary degree only, for defences,
{there will be no limiter end to the means

it will furifish us of exhasting our na-
tional resources. Hundreds of millions
may be expendad with a telerable show
‘of public necessily or convenience, when
it is not, ‘on the other hand, deemed ne-
cessary to guard and to. save the public|
treasure. [t appears clear to your Com-
mittee, therefore, that an amouat of mo-|

g|ney. large enough to exhaust the surplus

revenue, could not, at present, be ex-|
pended advantageously to the country. .
The reducing of the price of the pub-
lic'lands -and ceding them to the States
in Which they lie, is another mode, pro-
posed tolessen the receipts into the
Tregsury, and thus prevent the influx of
a surplus revenue.

Propositions such as these were refer-
Lred to'the Committee on Manufactdvres,
it the first session of the twenty-second,
Congress, and on the sixteenth of April, |

in the general views and reasoning of
which, your committee concur ; and they,
herewith present the same, and make 1t
a part of their report. That paper, in
the epinion. of your committee, demon-
strates - the injustice and impyplicy “of
such a disposition of the national domain,
and subsequent experience has confirmed
therr reasoning. o) L "

But ether similar propesitions, varying
from those considered in that report, in
some of their features, have been refer-
red to your committeeitAmong these are
A propositian to graduate the price of
tht:l.public lands according te quality ;
an '
To'grant the lands fo the States in
which thiey lie, after'they shall have been
offered for sale for a given time.

To each of these your conimittee have
given a careful consideration. -

“T'hese propositions appear to be sugges-
ted for the benefit of the States in which
‘the pubjic lands are situatedy” for it 1s
to prove that the interests of the United
States, as the great landed proprietor,
would not be subserved by either of
them. The graduation of the price of the
public lands 1s in no ‘wise' necessary or
expedient, as a measure -to effect their
sale. Lands which have been long in
market become surrounded by settle-
ments. - If they be hilly, they become.
valuable for their-timber and stone, and
other mineral productions. If swampy,
or barren, they form a convenient appen-
dage to neighboring farms for pasturage;
and if not worth entering at the wmini-
mum price for any of these purposes, the
public suffers no loss in permitting them
to remain open and unappropriated.

~ Experience has fully shown, that the
rise in the value of the public lands in-
creases in proportion to the time that it
1is in market, or rather, to the number of
the sales and density of the settlement
near and around it. This fact is strongly
illustrated by a reference te the sales of
thespubiic lands at the several Land Offi-
ces for.a series of years.. By this it will
be seen that a larger per centum ‘of the
tually in market at private sale,
has generally sold at the o/d than at the
new offices, and that per centum has gen-
erally increased in pgoportion to the fime
the lands have been in. markeét. Itis a
remarkable fact, bearing upon this pro-
position, thatin no State of Territory,
has the sales of public lands at private
sale been so great in proportion to: the
quantity in market within the last five
‘vears;as in Ohio, in which State the
public lands have been longest exposed
to sale. o | :

" Your committee are s
thag such graduation or 5\"“' ction in .the
price of the public land§™would operate
te the injury, and not the benefit of. the

of .opinion,

g | section of evuntry in .which such ‘lands
 If it be, the ex-
penditure of mioney is made at gnce the
object, and the improgement of
the national ‘defences but subordinate or
auxiliary thereto. This would be true in
fact as well ag in form. "If muchuoney
were expended, it would necessarily be,
We might on
a sudden emergency, in a short time, by

rge expenditure, prepare fortifications,
which would serve the purposge of a tem-
porary defence ; but all those substantial
works which are to stand as our future
and permanent fortresses requife time, a
selection of materials, and skilful engi-
neers, which itis notin our power to

lie., If the amount -of public land the
price of which was .thus reduced; be
great, its first and immediate effect wonrld
be to.reduce the value of_all the lands in.
its vicinity, pro rata withther. ton - of
the public lands. To these whe were
full handed, and able to make large pur-
chases, it might open a fine field for spe-
culation, and profitable investment of
reapital, and if the price were reduced
low, so as to make it an ohject with the
 capitalist, the public lands would

purchased up at once, an speculation,
and retailed at an advanced .price. It
would thus cause a fluctuation in the wal-
ue of land, a fall and avise in its price,
which.is ever favorable to the sharpsight-

'ed and sagasious. speculator, but inimi-
cal to the interests of the agricultural
portion of the community: ¥Your coms

This proposed extraordinary expenditure |

mittee therefore think, that no interest
which oughtto Be clierished and protec-
ted by the Government, requires the
graduation of the prce of the public
lands. - _ '

. The proposition to oede the public.
lands to-the. State_%‘i)g- which. they lie, af-1
ter they shall have'been gffered forsale a
given number of years, is liable to many
and sgrious objections. This project is,
no doubt, well calculated to meet with
favor in those States, in which there is
yet much. public land unsold, as it holds
out to them an apparent prospect of a
vast accession. to their resources. But
it is, in the opinion of ygur committee,
entirely delusive. 'The several States
which form parties to-the pational com-
pact have all an egual right to, apd an
equal inferest in, the national domain,
and such an application of it'to thie use of
some of the States, which is not just to
all, canmot be. expected.to meet with
general favor, -~ - .

Such a disposition of the public lands
would be, isdeed, a vielation of a contract
which was adopted by, and ' made bind-
ing under tire Constitutien of the United
States. The deed of cession of Virginia,
by virtue of which we hold; by far the
largest and most valuable portion of our
territory east of the Mississippi river,
contains a clause, comunon to all the
cessions of the several States, which pro-
vides that, after certain reservations shall

have been made, and certain bounties

satisfied, that the lands so ceded ¢¢shall
be coonsidered a common fund for the use
and benefit of all of the .United States,
members of the federal alliance,” *‘and

eighteen hundred. and thirty-two, they |shall be.fuithfully & bona fide disposed of
p|presented a detailed report to the Senate, |for that purpose, and for no other use or

purpese whatsoever.” This deed of cess-
1on was made by Virginia and accepted
by Congress prior to the adoption of the
constitution. It therefore became and
was a compact before. the adoption of the
constitution, and is referred to and made
binding by the first section of the fifth
article of that instrument. It is, in the
opinion of your copmittee, too clear to

lrequire an argument, that the giving eof

all the residuée of these lands to the States
in which they lie, after they shall have
been offered for sale for a period of years, |
will not, if any lands of value remain
unsold, be disposing of them dona fide,
for the benefit of all the States, according
to the requisition of this contract. The
principle on which grants of land have
been‘made to the several States in which
the public lands lie, for public works of
any kind, is, that the United States be-
ing a‘large landholder, have, in the man-
agement of that property, a right to.do
what any other landholder, who consul-
ted his own interesty would do—appro-
priate a portion of his lands, or their
proceeds, to open roads and canals, and
to construct public works in their neigh-
borhegd, so as to enhance their value or]
bring them sooner toa market. Bat this
proposed gift or cession of the residue of
the lands, after they shall have been in
market five or ten years, cannot be sus-
tained on that ground. A gift or con-
veyance of @ part, on condition that it be
80 aepplie%'as to make the residue more
valuable than the whole would otherwise
have been, is a bona fide dispoesition of
such part of the fund for the use of all
those who are entitled to share in it;
but, if we give away the whole residue at
any time, when that residue possesses
value, we as'certainly misapply the fund
and abyse the trust ; for, in that state of
things, nothing remains to be enhanced
in value, and the gift is to one State or to
a few States—whereas, the trustis for all,
and Congress is required to dispose of the
land bena fide for the benefit of all.

But if Congress had the right to give
the residue of the lands, after they should
have'been offered for sale five or ten years
‘and still remain unsold, to the States
in which they lie, such a disposition of
them would be unequal amongthemselves,
and therefore unjust. It weuld not give
them lands in proportion to the population

jof each, to the amount that each, or the

citizens of each, had paid for lands into
the public Treasury. * The State of Ohio
would receive, on this proposition, cer-
rtainly less than foar. millions of acres,
the amount depending upon the time
the land should be in market before it be
surrendered,) that is, about four acres
to each individual in the State, while the
public lands in'the State of Ohio have
brought into the Treasury about seven-
teen millions of dellars, begides 'satisfy-
ing, to adlalge ameunt, - the debts of the
Government. . . - e s

f ' Missouri, upoa alike mode of distribu-
tion or surréndess . wold have not less
than tWenty-five willions of acres, or a-
bout one hundred and’sixty acres Lo each
individual, black.apd white, according
to the census of 1830. Thus, one in-
habitant of Missouri would reeeive 3
quantity of land equal t'what would be
received by .forty inhabitants. of Ohio;
and, while the Igﬂdﬂﬁif_ p ﬁ‘; }!gge,bn%ught
seventeen milligns into theipublic Trea-
sury, the Ianﬂp‘?—lmfialﬁ’&lﬂ brought
in less than threg-millions. “ This dispar-
ity, therefore, ¥ ‘ver

unjust to

of the Union having ‘equal rights, ‘and
whichi'en this principle of surrender,
| would receive notlhing. Itcahn‘?t

¥ a't_;'-

Ohio, but still more:so to the other States |

\

strongly, solicitous he ‘inay.,feel for.the

such A measure will be adopted. Some-
thing more équal and more just muat be
thought-of by these who . wish to promote
their interests and add te their pros-
.pgrity,‘ ; ] _? y e .
.There are other  measures proposed
whieh, if adopted,.would effect, more or
less, the interest of the United States in
the_public land, by lessenipg its general
value and réndesing its management more
complicated and .difficult. ''One of the
first, and not the least important.of these,
is'the law granting pre-emptions té actual
setplers, which was first passed. on. the
29th of May, 1830; and. which with some
modifications, is still in force. The in-

and benevolenee, It was enacted for the
benefit of the poarer class of- citizens,
who having c[.mshed forward beyond the
lands offered for sale, settled and im-
proved the public lands, and made them-
selves athome, with some comforts around
them, and had become able, by their in-
dustry, to pay for these lands at the min-
imum price. It seemed’ hard that these
pioneers, who had thusimproved the lands
Oy their labor, should be compelled to
enter into competition with newadven-
turers at the sales, & thus pay forimprove-

tmernts which they themselves had made,

Sach appear to have been the reasons for
the enactmerit of these laws. They pro-:
vided that when twe individuals cultiva-
ted one. quarter section of land, each
should be entitled to the pre-emption of
half the tract so joiotly cultivated, and
each, also, to a pre-emption of eighty a-
cres any where in the same land district;

and, by a supplementary law the claims
were made assignable, '

Your commiftee have satisfactory in-
formation that these laws have been'the|
cause of frauds and . perjuries, to an a-
mount and number glmost ingredible.—
Thousands of pre-emptions have been pro-
ved underthem & certificatesgrantedwhen
the whole case'was without the least shad-
owsdf foundation. In. other.cases, the
cutting down a single tree," the marking
it with a hatchet, or encamping for the
night, has been'made the ground of « pre-
emption claims. In most of the last-
named cases, two ‘individuals would to-
gether cut down their sapling, or-tie each
his horse upon the same quarter section
of land ; this, with the oath founded upon
it, which appears to be always according
to form, would get for each of the indi-
viduals a certificate or warrant, now fa-
miliarly called *¢a float,” which they
might lay on any ef the lands of the U-
nited States which was surveyed, and
not offered for sale 3 thus taking, at'the
winimum price of §1 25 per acre, lands
worth, in many instances, more than
twenty times that sum. Large compa-
nies, it is believed, have been formed,
whe procure affidavits of improvements
to be made, get the warrants issued upon
them, and whenever a good tract of land
is ready for sale, cover it over with their

Sloats, and thus put down competitions —

The frauds upon the public within the
past year, from this single source, have
arisen:-to many millions of dollars.

Your 6um_mittee bel_ievle that a great er-
ror was.comiuitted by the passage of these
laws, and that no amendment or modi-

which they have heretofore produced.—
Claims of this kind caonot, in the very
nature of ¢hings, be subjected to judicial
investigation ; or, if they were, the means
of eliciting truth, the confronting of wit-
ness against witness by parties, who stim-
tulated on both sides to the uttermost to
rebutand repel, cannot be breught to bear
upon the examination of these claims.—
Hence a few individuals, whose evidence
can be purchased with a price, and who
can appear under different names at
pleasure, may under the auspices of these
laws, divert millions of money from the
public Treasury into the coffers of their
employers. B

The system early adopted for the dis-
position of the public lands of the United
States is admirable,"and, in the opinion
of your committee, ought not to be bio-
ken in upon or departed from. The pre-
emption laws have, more than any other
cause, tended to unsettle and derange
them, and they have thrown upon the
General Land Office a mass of labor, most
unpleasant in its character, and difficult
to be performed. The good which they
do bears no comparison to the evil, for
levery dellar which the poorer settlers:
save by them, hundreds are lost: by the
Government, and fraud, and perjury, and
unlawful combination & lawless violen¢e
to put down competition at public sales,
have arisén out of their provisions. Ib
the opinion of your committee, they ought
(p cease. : ‘

There are also cennected in some. mea-
sure with this subject, several bills and
memorials referred to your committee,
proposing or praying for grants of land
for.seminaries of learning, for public ed-
ucation, or to aid in constructing works
of internal improvement. These are all
meritorious objects, and your committee
are digposed to give them the most favor-
able consideration. But there are many.
[difficulties attending the action of Con-

fore, be expected by any. ene, however|

advancement’ of the new - States, that.

tent of this law was that of kindness]

fto. confuse and complicate the land sys-

{ serves, and to treat it teo-highly in legis-.

fication wil guard against the mischiefs'

| delit were discharged, the public expen-

gress on these special:subjects.. « The ve-
ry great extent of our country, the gen-
eral feeling that.all parts of it hawe equal

many institutiens in the' same  State,

ought to have such boeunty as Congress-

might be dispesed to bestow on ebjects-of
this kind, all lead to the cgonclusion'that
it were befter t0.put it in the power of
the several States to-confer- .these boun-
ties, and select the most worthy vbjects,
than to attempt here to -perform "that
office. o Ty UR s

. The rapidity. with which. -the public
lands now sell, the ease with which they
are converted into money, the abundance
of money now in the- treasury, and the
moral certainty.that there will be, for: a
long time, enough, and more than enough,
to meet the current expenses of the Go-
vernment, have impressed strongly upen
-your committee the opinion, that it is im-
politic and inexpedient to wmake a dopa-
tion of land for any object, where a dong-
tion of money way be as lawfully made,
and will effect the same end. . These do-
nations or transfers of land are liable to
the objection that they tend more or less

tem. They all add something io the du-
ties of the officers of the United States
who have charge of the public lands, and
they serve to embarrass the purchaser,
who has not, as he would without .them
have, one set, and one only, of land offi-
ces to whom he is to resort for the enltry
of lands. There is auother. objection.
Though it be the fact that a donation of
land by law is equivalent to.a- donatien
of ‘money; yet we-do not always feél -it
exactly so. There is a natural tendency
to consider it more highly than.it de-

lation.. -
Your committee. on the whole, believ
that itis better, if Congress have the
constitutional power, to distribute among
the several States, according to their re-
spective rights, the proceeds of the sales
of the public lands, allowing' the States
to use it for any or all of the purposes
set forth and.reconmended in these bills
and memerials, ° But thatthe lands them-
selves should not be assigned over, given;|
away, or granted by Congress ; that the
ancient system of sales should be care-
fully preserved, ard that all the devia-
tions from it, which have caused much
waste and confusion, should, as soon. as
possible, be corrected, and the furmer
order of things fully restored..
The guestion . ef constitutional power
has occupied the careful and sedulous-at-
tention of the committee ; and they here
present to the Senate.the course of .rea-
soning an.that subject which they consi-
der sound and just, and which has led
them to.the conclusion that Congress pos-
sesses the power to distribute the pro-
ceeds of the ptiblic lands accordingly te
the principles of this bill.
At the ttme the deed of cession from
Virginia was made and accepted, the U-
nion was held fogether by the articles of
confederation of 1778, which, in its' 8th]
article, provides **'that all charges of war
and osher expenses that shall be incurred
for the common defence, or generat wel-
fare, and allowed by the Unifed States
in Senate assembled, shall be defrayed
out of a common treasury, which shall
be supplied by the several States, 7 -
The mode of determining= the propor:
tion which'each of the States shall bear
of the public charges, is particularly

pointed out, and it is there provided that

« the taxes. for paying that proportion
shall be laid and levied by the authority
and direction of the several States.”” To
this state of things, existing at thé time
of the delivery. of the Virginia deed of
cession, its provisions must necessarily
apply. It was to a. confederacy gf in-
dependent States, who keep up a ¢com-
mon treasury out of contributions from
each of its . several members, according.
to a determinate regulation, that this deed
was made, and after making certain res-
ervations, specially set forth, it declares,
the trust in the following distinct and un- )
equivecal terms: « That all the lands
within the territory so ceded to the Uni-
ted States, and not reserved for or ap-
propriated toany of the before-mentioned
purposes, or disposed of in bounties to
the officers and soldiers of the American
armvy, shall be considered as a comnion
fund for the use and benefit of such of
the United States as have .become, or
ghall become, members of the confedera-
tion, Virginia inclusive, according to
their usual gespectivé propartions in the
generdl charge and”expenditures, and
shall be faithfully and bona fide dispo-
sed of for that purpese,and for no pther
use or purpose whatsgeyer. 7 1f, then,
‘we had still continged, down to the pre-
sent “timey 2 confederation of States,
boumnd together by. the es of 1778,
and - as is -now the gy the public

ses Borne by revenues from %n;:: quar-
ters, and the public land pourifg it mil-
lions into.the treasury, what ought Con

gress, as the trustee 8f that common [und,
1o do with it? It is a_trust fund, plaged
in the hands ofCongress *for {he use and
benefit of the several States,”’ and it is 8
be disposed of ¢ bona.fide” for. that'pur-

rights to the munificence of Congress, the
impossibility of determining which, among’

b

arising from_the sales of fz m,ﬂdg
A g

j

soever.?’ So long as there was-a_ §
debt to be paid, this fund--was: well-ajp

plied for the commen char, lﬂh’h&
¢ according to their usual rs ctivé'pro-
portions in the public _e:pgdﬁhuuﬁ_.-’!'
And so long as it was necessary for :the
support of Government, its application to
that purpose was right, for the same rea-
son; bt when this state of things -has-

of these purposes, what is it the duly. of
the trustee to do with it, according“to‘the

|letter -and spirit of the deed of tirgst

And what, were it a'case betweéen~indis
vidoals, would® ceurt of-€quity. compel

vious. He not ohly- might pay i, bat
he would be bound to pay it uver to those
for whose benefit he held it.  If it: wers.
not necessary to disburse. it for them; he-
must restoere it 70 them. This, as between
individuals, would be a plain case, Zand
your committee cannot perceive how it is’
varied when applied between‘States and.
nations. If, then, we had remained, as

tion ; if the constitution had mot inters
vened, to change, in anywise, the rela-
tions of the States to each .other; or te
the whole, it would have been not. only

ithe right, but the duty of- Congress,

pursuant to the spirit of that deed of ces-
eral States the proceeds of the sales of
the lands contained within the bonnds ‘of:
that grant. - The delivery and acceptance

the above is, according to the opitiion ‘of |

ted States as a contracting party, are not.
at all changed by the adoption of the cons

stitution. The 1st section of the 6th ar-
¢|ticle of that instrumept provides - that |

all debts contracted, and engagéthents
éntered, into, before the adoption of this '
constitution, shall be as valid against the:
United States under this Constitution jas !
under the confederation;” so that .our’
rights, and our duties, with regard to |
this trust, are the same precisely that!
they would have been under the .old con- .
federation. All that has been'said relativa |
to the deed of cession from Virgigia,-ap-
plies’ equaly to -the cessiona from the.
other States, except Georgia, whose deed +
bears date after the adoption of the Fed«:
rral constitution; but, with this exce tion,

il is in tenor.and spirit the same wiémzﬂu

deed above considered. . . ... ¢ .

Your Committee are hence led'tp the

conclusion, that with respectte the pro-
ceeds of all the lands herth of the S1st

ed distribution, butit is a duty enjoined
on them by a contract which 1s fe~
cognized and adopted by the Corstifue
tion. . : B

of the original purchase of Louisianaand |
Florida, our rightso te apply it rests up-.-
on less satisfactory grounds. . We have '
ho compact concerning it ; no constitu=.

nized by the Constitution; which-express-
'y authorized the purchase of this addi- _
tional tercitory, or which places the land

that which was originally iranferred to
Congress by the States. But the right
to acquire the additional ‘territery is no
longer an open question. It has been
setﬁed,_ and by virtue.of its adjustment;
we have already received into the Unipn .

whole couyntry  has:-heen thereby, |
enhanced. It would seem, that when' &

that which heretofore belonged to the U-

inited States, it.ought to be subjegted to.
the same cq;utitutional and’1 ‘m' '

and management of the lands which we

tion : it would seem just and reasonabls
that it should be 0'as to soil alsg.,

But, in every estithate which has been '
as yet presented of the gosts and the pro. -
'ceeds of the publig lands, whether by the .
Secretary of the Treasury erby commit-
tees of Congress, .the meney* paid™ for
‘Louisiapa and Florida has been charged.
to this fund, and it continues to be s,
dewn to the last report<of the Secretary’
of the Treasu¥y, of the 8th of Dec. 1835,

hawe ‘beer’ made the fund.out of which
this large purchase has been paid, itisin.
truth bat a conversiom,of the receipts for
land into other lands, which wounld, as &
necessary consequence, follow the same .
law of distribution which applied fo.the

were made. The fact that other great
and important advantages were-derived
to the Uhion frem the pnrchal?; '&.
two territories, does not at al el
the force of the argument, but leaves its
imthis particular instanice, precisely as
i%ld have stood if there had been. a
por

theawell-known priociples ]

pose, “‘and forpo other use o7 purpose what-

trust attends the fund, wheOmpevec 1o~

HIC
-

ceased; when the proceeds of the publie.
lands are ne:longer necessary far gither

him to do ? The answec is plainard obs

we were, members of the old  confedera- -

sion, to have dis{ributed among’ the sev-.:

of this deed amounted to a eonfracf, and -

your committee, the jast construction of
"that.contract. & . . s LI
But the rights and duties of. the Uni. +

™

degree of latitude, .and 'east of thé Mis. . '
sissippi river, Cobgress not only _hp.u‘.-,j :
constitutional power to make the propes- -

' As to the land lying within the bound;'

tional provizion, or any agreement recog- v?

so purchased in:the same situation with .

two States, and. the prosperity of the'’ &

_-'p.r_‘..s
large extent of territory was added 1o *
ples which governed, in the disposition ™

held at the time of the farmation of the;:
constitution. . [thas been so; strictly, in:
all things, so-far. a8 it related to jurisdie- -

If this be cotrect, if tbe, public Isgds, -

original subject out of which the payments .

ase of land méu_l; out of the funds.. -
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