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Hon. Lewis Willvamns.

We have been favored with a Pamphlet
copy of a Circular Letter recently is-
sucd by this gentleman to the citizens
of the Thirteenth Congressional District
of North-Carolina.  We publish it en-
tite, because his opineons on all subjects
are entitled to respect—Dbecause the to
pics of which he treats, ure nfabsorbing
interest at this mowment—because kis
manner of discussing the several mat-
ters referred toin the Circular, is lucid
in style and unexceptionable in temper
—and because our paper circulates ex-
tensively in his District. “

—

To the Citizens of the Thirteenth Congres-
sional Distyict of North- Carolina.

Frrrow-Civizens : The prospect of a
war with France,with which we liave been
threatened for more than a year past, has
at length happily subsided,  At-the close
of the last ses~ion ol Congress, apprehen-
sions were enterfained of an unlavorable
issue to the controversy. In the Circnlar
Letter which I had the honor to address
to you at that time, 1 took occasion to
say. that in my opinion there ** was net
an adequate cavse for war,” and that by
exercising sound discretion, 1 hoped it
wight be avoided.  In the course of the
ensuing summer, intellivsence was receiv-
ed in this country that the FrenchCham-
bers, or Legislative Assembly, had pass-
ed a Jaw appropriating the money requir-
¢d to lulfil the trea'y 3 but arnexed a
condition that (‘xpl‘an-atimls shou'ld be gi-
ven by the Executive of the United States,
of certain expressions used in his message
to Congress, of December. 1854 5 and es-
pecially of the part in which he recom-
mended that the Government of the Uni-
ted States should adopt *¢ reprisals,” as
a suitable aml preper measure of retribu-
tive justice against France. [t is difficult
to perceive why this condition should be
thought to interpose insuperable nbstacles
to a final and satisfuctory adjustinent of
all the points in contestation between the
1wo countrics. The explanations requir-
ed by the law of the French Chawmbers
had been substantially*given by eur Mi-
nister, Mr. Livineston, when the mnes<age
was first received at Paris ; and it was
now necessary for the Pre<ident only to
say, that his intentions had been coriectly
cxpounded. A single conciliatory word
of this kind, renderinz the explanations
of our Minister more formal and clear,
would have removed all difficulty, and
the money would have been promptly

id.  Noscruples on the subject were
entertained in 1850—351, when our Min-
ister, Mr. Rives, gave to the French Go-
vernment all the explanations required of
certain expressions contained in the Pre-
sident’s message, of December, 1829. —
1f it was right, at that time, to exp'ain to
Charles the Tenth, a tegitimate, and in
wany respects, an.absoluic mosarch, it
certainly could not be wrong, in 1855, to
explain to the present ruler of France,
who came inte pewer according (o the]
forms of a written, and in many respects,’
ol a free Constitution § who was mere the
friend and advocate of liberty than any
of his predecessors, and whohad been the
first among them all, o acknowledge the
validity of our claims. ‘T'he French Mi-
uister, in consequence of the Message of
December 1834, had been withdrawn from
the United States; znd Mr. Livingston
had returnéd from France, in pursuance
of directivns given him, te leave that
country in case the law for the fulfilment
of the treaty should not be passed. e
affairs of the two countrics were thus
breught to a most eritical posture, requir-
ing enly a =park to light wp the Rame of
war between them, B

it would be useless, peihaps, to trace

the controversy throuzh its subscguent
siages to the lheeﬁng of Coneress, at the
begintiing of the present session. Instead
of an cfuit to avoid war, there appeared
to have existed a disposition te provoke
it, Circumstances, trivial in themselves,
were seized upon as il to aggravate the
causes of disagreemwent, and to excite still
greater irritation. The language of news:
Papers aud public meetings throogh the
country, alse, had an evident tendency
that way. T'o invelve the mation-in war
on a point ol etiquette merely,” was re-
pugnant to the l'eelings of hu'ln,nni'l'; and
the lllcl.{lll’l of wisdom ; but vet we were
placed in a situation from which it was
Jifficult 1o advavee or vegede.. ;

Such avas the state of things when ‘the!

oo . ! :
President delivered )is annual me:fsage !

last. After recapitulating at great length
the various points in dispute, he stated
that ¢« it was not his intention lo menace
or insull the Government of France,” in
the Message of 1834.  On receiving this
assurance, the French Government were
satisfied, and have ordered the money to
be paid, :

_ In looking back on {liese transactions.
it is impossible, I think, not to feel emo-
tions of gratitude to the Scnate of the U
nited States, for the wisdom, dignity and
firmness which marked their proceedings.
Had they yielded to the recommendation
of reprisals in 1854, it is reasonable to
suppose the House of Representatives
would-have concurred ; and at this mo-
ment, in all probability. we should be en-
gaged in war, instead of being surround-
¢ by the blessings of peace. An approv-
cd writer on the laws of Nations says :—
¢+ Those who rush to arms without neces-
sity are the scourges of the human race,
baibarians, eneniies fo societv,and rebel-
lious violators of the laws of nature, or
rather the laws of the common Father of
mankind.”*  The fact that our confro-
versy with France has been amicably set-
tled, proves that war would have been
unnecessary 3 and if we had plunged the
country into it, we should have been re-
proached by the civilized world in terms
like those above recited.

It will always redound to the credit of
Great-Britain, that she iwterpused as me-
diator between France and the U. States,
that her good offices were accepted by both
Governments ; but before they could be
rendered effective, France became satis-
fied with the explanations in the Message
delivered to Congresss in December. But
why, 1ask, should France and the United
States ever go to war ? 'We were friends
and allies during our revolutionary strug-
zle. By the aid she afforded us, we were
able to triumph in many instances, when
without thataid defeat and disaster would
have attended us.  Old friends, friends
in time of need, should not be forgotten.

Peace being thus restored, and there
being not the least prospect of collision
with any other civilized power on earth,
it would seem to be the duoty of the Uni-
ted States, to examine well our internal
condition, and see what measures ought
to be adopted for the good of the several
States. The surplus in the Treasury
amounts to about thirty-five millions of
dollars, a considerable portion of which
has been derived from the sale of the pub-
lic lands. The States have a right to
demand this part of the surplus, as clear-
ly as an individual citizen would have to
demand anv property to which his title
was indisputable. A sufficient balance
would be left in the Treasury for all 1he
purposes of national defence, after divid-
ing among the States what . properly be-
longs to them.  But, instead of pursuing
this cour<e, dictated both by justice and
sound policy, many of these who are con-
cerned in the administration of the Gen-
eral Guvernment, seem disposed, thus
far, to resist every measure which has a
tendency to divide the surplus among the
States, Their excuse is, that all the
money must be appropriated to the build-
ing of ships, fortifications, &c. This is
utterly repugnant to every principle, as
well as to the uniform practice of the
government since its foundation, to the
present time.  If all the money were to
be appropriated, it could not be usefully
or profitably expended. TIn prool of this,
it is anly necessary to state, that of the
useful and ordinary appropriations here-
tofore made, there are eight millions un-
expended in the Treasury. How then
would it be pessible to absorb the extra-
ordinary sums now called for, if eight
millions of the former appropriations re-
main on hand, as an unespended balance ?
Either the Executive officers must have
been delinquent in the performance of
their duty ; they must have been negli-
zent in prosecuting the various branches
ol public service, or the moncy hereto-
fore voted for that purpose, must have
been more than sufficient. This cenclu-
sion cannot be avoided or resisted. But
again : 1f the amount of & particular kind
of labor in the country will require only
a certain sum of money to employ it, the

rice of that labor will be enhanced in a
ratio with the increase of money. In this
way, the government would derive very
Iittle if any advantage whatever, [rom
inereased appropriations. No more work
would be‘done, but a dooble price would
be paid for it ; one ship, or-one fortifica-
tion would cost perbaps as much as two
ships, oF tweo fortifications would have
done, before the increase of money in the
market.

From 1816 (o 1836, we have expended shout
fourteen millions of dollars on fortifications} and
for the increase and repairs of the navy; wpwards
of 1wenty-two millions: The whale m:litary es-
tablishment hascost, in that time, upwurds of
one hundred and thirty-three millions ; and the
whole naval establishment has cost nearly sixty-
even millions, At this rate, 1 am wling to
proceed in fulure d'sburscments ; but F cinnat
see upon what pr'mciple itis that appn_ipﬁaﬁnns
of the public money so much greser than huve
herelnfore been made, should now be demanded
hy any one who looks with a single eye to the
goad-of theé nation. To waste money becanse
we have i',' wanuld be Bpl“l-ﬁ;m‘-nd cencura-
biein a goveriwnent, 38 inan individual, So long

as ] heve any thing tedo with legistatipn, 1 shall
erdenver to avold all extizvagance, whether the

e m——

v Congress, on the 8th day of December

* Vattel, Book 2, Chap, 18 p, 289,

Treasury be full or empty. A contrary course
would soon lead to sn emply Treasury, while
the'extravagant hubit, with its annoying pro-
pensities, weuld remain in full furce.

Those who sdvocute the doctrine of increased
expenditures of the public money, which I have
attempted to conirevert; may be iarly presum.
td to have some other object in vi~w. By ex-
Lausting the Treasury, they must intend to de-
feat the passage of the land bill. - For the Just

#even yeurs, 1 have seen the growing importance

of this question, and have never failed to call
your attention to it by every means in my pow.
er. 1told you thar, in my opinion, the new
States designed ultimutely to get possession of
all the public. lands, and thus 1o depriveithe old
S1ates of their interest in this immerse fund of
nationul wealth, The right of the old States to
# share of this property, is too plain 10 be doubt-
ed or denicd 3 and [ shall ot weary your patis
cr:('ie by undertuking to prove what is incontes.
tahble.

The proceeds of the sales of public lands, last
year, amounted to more than fifteen millions of
dollar< ; and if the sales of this year should go
on as they have commenced, the revenue from
that source will be between twenty and thirty
millions, If the bill now before Congressshould
p=ss, North-Catolina will receive on the 1st day
of July, more than a million of dollars. Next
vear, if the sales should contiuue us ahove stat-
ed, she would receive upwurds of a million
mere, and so.on through all future time, till the
whole natior al domuin, exceeding in quantity a
thousand m Ihons of acres, shall have been scld,
and the” money equally distributed: provided
1I3ere. should be no war, or other cxlamty, 10
divert or suspend the operdiions of the luw.

Naw it is monstrous injustice, it is an insulting

and flagitious injury to the old Stuies, to say that
they must surrender their cliims to this proper-
ty, or the pioceeds ariving from it, for the ben-
chit of 1the new Siates exclusively. Is therea
human being in the old States so lost to every
dictate of reason and common sense, so régard-
less of what is due to himself and his fellow-ci-
tizens, soincapable of d'scovering the itrue in-
terest of Lis country, asto tolerate for a mament
the demands of the new States ?—I should hope
nolt, L
‘These demands are too unjust and extrava-
gant, the consummation of them would be too
unrightecus, ret to excite alarm in the old
States, if they should be st once fully developed
und propeily understond. Hence they have
heen frequently made to assume the shape of
bills, which speak one thing while they do ano-
ther ; which deceive and mislead by degrees, so
«s not 1o awaken spprehension of rouse opposi-
tion. OFf this charscteris the bill now before
Congress, which propeses “ /o graduate fle
price of the public lands ; to make provision for
ac sctllers. and o cede the refuse lunds to the
Stales inawhich they lie.” ‘I'he title of a billis
always understood to declare its ohject, butin
this case we are not told a word sbaut reducing
the price of the lands, nor about, ceding those
which are vraluable to the Siates. It spcaks on-
lv of graduating the price and ceding refuse
lande, or in ather words, such as ure of little or
no value. Letl usthen look at the Lill itself, and
see whit it contains. .
Ti.e bill provides that, in five ycars after the
4th of July nex', all the lands now in market
shall be ceded in full property to the Siates in
w l}ich they may le; that in the mean time, the
price shall be reduced every successive year at
the rate of 1wenty five cents per ucre : that the
same principle of reduction shall be applied 10
all lands ” hereafrer to he brought te market ;
that actual settlers on the land shall have a pré-
emplive right to purchae it, at whatever reduc-
tion the price shall have attained at the time
they may wish to make the purchase, &c. Th's
bill, ifit should pass, will comp'etely sybvert
the whole land system of the United States. In
the first place, it will effectually ston the sales :
for no ¢ne will buy lund if the price is reduced
at the rate of twen'y five per cent, everv year,
becanse by delaving the purchase from vesr to
fear. he wll make, or, which is the same thing,
1e will save, monev f ster than he could da. by
any investment in land. Afier five vears shail
have elapsed, the sales in the mean time having
heen obsiructed in the manner pointed out, the
lands are 1n be cedrd in ful! property to the new
States ; the Presid -nt is directed '0 close all 1he
lund offices, and thus to put an end finally to the
whole husiness.

Such isthe sweet morsel which the old Sta‘es
are askec to swallow, for the benefit of the new!
| have been somewhat particu'ar in describing
it, that you might sce more dis'inctly and ap-
preciate more fullv, the encrmousinjustice of its
several enactm: nts,  But yet the advecates of
the measure, forgetting the Constitution of the
country, unmindiul of the compacts and treaties
with the old States, from whom the land was ue-
quired hy pratuitons cession, regardless of the
¢ aims of equity and.goad faith, seem to perse-
vere as if they were engaged ina meritarious
work. They allege that fhe Fxecutive is in fa-
vor of their scheme.  But before this argument
can be sHowed to have weight with a virtuous,
independent peop'e, who have knowledge to
perceive s intelligence to pursue their own
interest, it must be proved that the scheme it.
selfis right ; that it is essentially just and pro.
per. Until this shall have b: en done, the opinion
of no individual, whether he be high or low,
ought to be regwrded as authority. The objec-
tion to the Land bill, 1n the Veto Message of
18535, was that it proposed to give twelve and
a h«lf per cent to the new States. It seems
then that we have two opinions in direct conflict
wilh each other. If it wus wrong in 1833, to
give one~cighth to the new States. as was propos
ed to be done at that time, it is certainly aigh?
rimes mare wrong to surrender tbe whole to them
in 1856. b

At this time, when Rail roads and Canals are
progressing in every direction throuzh the coun-
try, it is of unspeakuble importance to North-
Curolina lo receive the amount to which she is
so justly entitled.  There isalready a rail-road
from Petersburg in Virginia to the Roanoke ri.
ver. There is ore building from the Roanoke
to the City of Raleigh. Now, if we could rec-ive
& million of dollars in July, and another million
probably in the course of next year, we should
have funds sufficient to construct a pail-road
lending from Raleigh through-the centre of the
State to the moeuntains, -The work could be
completed in a few yvears, and then our farn-er-,
tuking charge of their own produce, might leave
Wilkeshorough or Statesville, and in twenty-
four or thirty-.ix hours travel, arrive at Peters
burg, Richmond, Washington, or Bultimore, sc-
cording as they shoukl find the best marketin
one or the othier of those places. . The advane
tages of transportation hike this sre incalculable,
and the pld States onght to be fired with indig-
'nation at the attempts made by the new S:ates
30 twke nwayy all the land, and deprive them of
the means necessary @ consiruct such works.
The new States are prolific enough in schemes
for their own improvement. At this moment, «»

bill is before Congress authorizing the construc

« Qurs are the planu of fair delightfnl peace, unwarp’d by party rage, to live like brothers.”

tion of a.rail.-raad three or four hundred miles
through the public lands in the State of lllimois,
and granting te the 'compiny every alternate
section of land, at the minimum price, along the
whole distance,, The powerful and effective
aid of the Government is thus given to almost
every project inthe new Stetes, while the claims
of the old States, foupded invight and justice,
are denied. Similar projects for improving the

rest of the new States and territories, have been |

~ubmitted, and considered, 1 believe, with more
or less fuvor, in every instance.

Ifthe new States expected to act in gnod
fuith, they would not opposc the Land hill, be-

States, or remin in the ‘I'reasury,

at no distant day, to get the whole of the Land.
Did they, for example, object to the bill of 1833,

which proposed to give them twelve and a half|

per cent more than to the old States, beciuse it
was 100 little or too much for th>m to receive ?
Why, certainly, because they thought it too lit-
te ; and the hope of getting mor+ must have
been the sole cause of their opposition to the
biil.  "I'he old Suues, by opposing italso on thit
ground, acted precisely as the new States would
hive wish: d tham to do, and contr buted to give
e_ﬁect to their designs oF Enully getting posses-
sion of all the land.  After this manner it is, that
the old States have been accessaries in the
wrong done to themselves--lave been instru-
mental in working their own injury.

But this twelve.and-a-hulf per ces#. to the
new States is not without some réason to sup-
portit.  They have a greatéFincrease ot popu-
lat'on than the ol States, and uccording 10 the
rule laid down inte deeds of cession, this ad-
vance of twelve-and-a-half per cent, to the new
States was thought by many to be strictly just
and right, because it was proportionate to the
greater increase in the number of their inhubi-
tants.  Whether it was so or not, one thing is
evident, that ¢hulfa loafis better than no bread.’
I should therefore contend, that it was much
wiser policy in the ol.l States, much more to
their interest, to tuke seven-cizhits of the pro-
ceeds of the lands, than to encounter the risk,

gress shauld
ole.

portion of your time,

Stites.

the pet Bunks.

ten millions,

d=ht,

i's keeping.
whieh ma,rht

ought to be,

least inquiry,

nay, sbsolute certainty, of losing the whole;
provided we do not sgree to thut dstribution.
A million of dollars this year, a million next
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tunes out of the substance of the people: Cone
prevent such occurrences.if possi-

On the subject of the publi¢ lands, my remarks
lellow-cit zens, wi!l perhaps engage an undue
I demmds your most
serious attention, espéciaily at this moment, for
Michigan and Arkansiw sré claiming to be ad-
mitted into the Wnions K siiccessful, they wili
increase therehtive ‘streligth of the new Stutes
in Congressz and add to the difficulties hereaf-
ter of passing.any lLuw for the benefit of the old
Micliigun seems to have heen so eager

) 10 get all the lund in her limits, that she did not
cuu~e the price would be just the same to them, | inse:t in her Const.tutian, the usual provisions,

whether the praceeds are divid=d amony all the | disc'aiming oa the part of that Stute, the own-
18 Their oppo- ership ol the soil or the right to dispose of' it — [attended  with
sition 1o the measure proves that they ewpect, Ior this reason, aTong others, I expect 1o voie

agiinst admitting Michigun into the Union.
Cousiderable fears are eatertained in regard | ded ofenot] the guvernment isob d to “defend
(1o the safety of the public money depaosite.l in|the peaple of dhe frantiers, inall such emnses.
There are thirty five of these | ]
banks which have immediate lub lities amountefthe ¢ Xpenses of the war before it is. ended, will
ing neurly to seventy-two m [lions of dolare;an.I{ probaily amount to.as much as the whole of
sbecie in’ their vaults to something mere than | Flofk

to show that

What they mean by i1, | cunnot private na‘'ure,
tell ; but itappears to me, itis the plain and |bave also been presented.
imperative duty of Congress to get ull the in- |8
formation they can on any subject, and especiul- fare, and that of our common cuuntzi _
ly in regard to the safe keeping of the public|sons sre liable to err; but my knowlédge of your
money. For the money belongs to the people, enlightened views, and genercus feclings, M-

the

suppose - thrre conld b& no valid objection
whatever, It is <ue o the chuntry generslly,
and particulwrly to-the-officer ¢angerned, that
the rexsons for the remaval, should be stated, be-
cause if gouod,they wou'd certainly bz approved,
and if bud they would be condemnéd, as they
dught to be, by a virtuous intelligent people.—
withont such control, the exercise of Fxecutive
diseretion, might become as wanton and caprie
cious, as hidd: n, and unsearcliable as the behests
ot a Spani<h inguisition. No Iree people can, or
will submit to the exercise of a power, which
reqiires congcalment ; becsuse they know that
¢s 1f deeds are not evil, Jderkness will not be
sought for rather than ticht :
The war.with the Semiunole India s been
considerable less“of lifeg and
much suffering, on the part of - people in
that quarter : \Whether it conldhave been avoi- |

Busides shpalestruction of insny - valusble lives,

cost, in the first instance. Such exim-

! Of course they haverfess thon one ples show the manifest propricty of preserving
dollar in gold and siiver to pXy six dollars of

peice, as long u#s pussible, hoth with savage and

One bank in \M:gan, whoee cxplt;ll s civilized nations. The greatest 1i‘iumphi are

only a ll};:ulred aond Afly thousand dollars, has|dearly paid for, even by the victors themselves.
nearly eight bandred thousand dollars placed in

A bill is befure Congress, to modify the Pen-

These are a4 few facts out of many sion I:IWS, and toextend their benefits to some
be staled,

‘eondition of the public maney is not us safe as it |ent.

persons, for whom noprovision is mide at pres-
It is to be hoped 1h's will be done; for

In order to throw light on the jwith a redundunt treasury, with a surplus of
subject, repeated effurts huve been mude to |thirty-five millions, with » sharp gonflict of opine
pass & Resolution in the H use -.f'hcprcgcma. ion, us to the best mode for disposing of it, Tam
lives, empowering_a Commiltee to send for per- satisfied pothing would meet }'ﬁth mure gmcra.l
sons and papers; and to examine fully into sun- approYation, than to muke a further bestowient
dry matters tonching the condition of the Banks | on the old soldiers of the Revol_m‘io-'fu to. whom we
and the salety of the Government Depusites. [2re indebteq forall the blessings we enjoy.

But these efforts have been voted down, under .
the rule which requires two-thirds to suspend it, | My views touching some of the most important
and those who werei n the negative on the ques-
lion seem pre-determined not to institute the | Congress,

I have thus submitted Lo you, fellow citizens,

subjects which have engaged the aitemtion of
Many other subjects of & public and
amounting 1o several hundred,

hall endeavor 10 act so as to promote your waks -
All per-

and Congress, ss their agents ' und representa- | Spires a confilent hope that forgiveness for un.

tives, are bound to pr.vide fur its perfcet secu- | intentional errors will be awarded to me.

In every instance [ .

ear, and a million perhaps for every year after-
ards, through a long succession of ages, would
enuble North Carolina to accomplish every thiug
~he could desire in the way of raileroads and
canals, or the establishment of {ree schools. F-
ven the half; ora third, or & fourth, in this view
of the case, would he betrer than nothing at all.

rity. Norshould these pet banks be allowed 1o
usz the deposite s, without paying interest. They
have ubout thirty-five millions, which at an in-
terest of six per cent, would yield more than
twomillions of dollars.  As the money belongs
1o the people, so likcwise does the interest ;
but vet the banks, as fur as 1 know, have not

Your Triend, and Fellow citizen,
LEWIS WILLIAMS,

]

LI1ST OF TERRIBLES.

‘in express violation of the laws of the country.

In this opinion, fellow citizens, F am persuaded
you will fully concur. . :
‘T'he New Stut=s further allege, that the lands
which they usk us to grant them, is *‘refuse
land,” and of little or no value, Now it is very
strange indeed, they should want the land, if
it is worth nothing. The fact of their wanting
it proves that they think it valu.ble. Teoutend
thut it is immensely so, for it yielded isst year,
more than fifteen millions of dollars, and will
probubly yield the same or a prester amount
for many years to come. Neither is it *‘refuse
land,*” 1n the sense in which they use that term.
lietore any thing can he called “refuse’ it must
he wanted, it must be seen, examined and re-
jected, us unworthy of bemng taken. In this
sense there is scarcely a fuot of 1 ind throughout
our vast and wide spread domuin, which can
be called “refuse.” ‘T'he reason it has not been
tuken and used is, that we have surveyed and
offered to sell more of it, than can be pl.-ll'ChaSt'd
or occupied by the mfmber ofinhabitants in the
country. It wppears from areport mude to Cone.
press, in 1854, that there are upwards of thir-
ty-five millions ofacres in the State of 1llinvis,
of which something more than two millions on.
Ilv had been sold at that time. In M ssouri,
there were upwards of thirty-uine millions of «-
cres of which rot two millions had been sold,
It is then an abuse of lunguage, 1o sy that ali
the land which had not been sclil in, these two
States, amounting to sbout seventy millivus of
acres, is “refuse,”” an:d of no value,

Much injury has been done to the public
lands, by the operation of what®are called *pre-
emptlion laws.”  These laws give to u€tuxl set-
tlers » prior right to purchase the lunds at tle
lnwest price, to the exclusion of ull other per-
sons. Hence the public sxles, which isthe fuir-
est made of disposing of the lands, «re est: p- ed,
or eflectually superceded in every instance,
where pre-emption rights obtain,  Lands, worth
five, ten, fif een or twenty dollars un acre, are
thus permitted to be tuken up, and approprie-
ted by settlers at one dollur und twenty-five cis.
per acre. The Government, or which is the
same thing, all the rest of thie people of the U.
States, ure greatly injured by disposing of the
land in this manner; and it is difficult to per-
ceive why settlers should be so much the ob-
jects of preference und favor, when in fact they
wre intruders upon the land, having gone there

But however meritorinus this class of persens

their benefit have been abused, and the most
infamous frandshave been practiced uponthego.
vernment. Speculators are said to have hired
certain persons, to go all through the public
‘ands: ‘I'o scleet the most valuable tracts: To
clear away a few trees and bushes oneazh tract:
To plant perhaps a dozen hills of corn and po-
tatoes; orsow a luraip putch, probably not more
than ten feer square, and then claim the benefit
of the pre-empt'oa laws, by swearing that they
h+d made actu:l settlementse In this way, it is

said, frauds to the amount of ten millions of dol- |

may be, the laws which have been passed for!

lars, have been committed in Louisiara alone,
and to what extent similar offences have been
perpetrated in other new States cannot be told,
t suppose, with precision. At any rate, wa
know enough of this system, of the fraud, for-
gery and perjury, whicl it produces to demand
its repeals 1f no such consequences resulied
from it, the direct interest which all the people
of «ll the States have in sclling the land for
what it is worth, would furbid the continuance
of the system. The rights of all the people in
the aggregate, ought certuinly to be considered
of psramount importauce to the benefit which
it muy be prapoed to confer on a few individ
uals, who if not speculators of the worst kind,,
are intruders upon the lands and violators of the'
lsws. They neither merit nor should receive
ndulgence, beyond what is bestowed on all the
rest of their fellow citizens. 1T sny difference is
made, it should ruther be in fivor of those who
dem«an themselves submissively to the laws,
and justly in reference to therights and interests
of others.

The whole expense of the Iand system to the
Government of the United States, the cost of
muking the surveys, the payment of officer.,
&c. &c, must bhe between three and four hun-
dred thousund dollars a year. It would there-
fore be little better than profligucy to permit the
most valuable nartions of the land to be engros-
sed by speculators, who act only from u love of

afro,

them. .

us this,

ple of Wi-cons'n.

wealth.

twentv-faur.

eight states,

fiileds

at his pleasure.”

ite.

branch.

cies, uceasio

their own interest, and who make immense i .r

been required to pay any iatercst atall,
in effect they have separate privileges and e-
moluments from the rest of the community,

The number of State Banks has greatly mul. | ROOD,

tiplied of late, and at present smounts, 1 believe, | rail wharf. —-The tu r‘pcnﬁnq hctory.of

to about six hundred. Fram certain indications, | Henshaw & Co., at South DBoston, was
it would not be surprising if muny of them were

to break before long, and t! e country should a.
gain be flooded with such ragged, worthless
paper money as prevailed fifieen or twenty years

Thu

A new territorial Govapnment is abont to be
established called “ Wisconsin,”” situsted be-
tween Luke Mitchigan on the east, and Missis.
Sppi river on the West,
United States, and certsinly no inland part, pre-["which leave little doubt that he was cru-
sents, petliaps, as many commercial advaniages
Ity means of the Lakes it communicates
an the east, directly with Montresl and Quebec,
in the British dominions ; snd by means of the
Frie canal, with the City of Néw York. On the
west by the River Mississippi, it communicates
with New Orfzans. The two best murkets illl
the United Stutes, and the best in the DBritish x - .
d{)miniong’ are thus eas]]y accessible to the peo- _ftll'e Illmq ‘Vho (nghl to Change plaCCS WIth
It is said, alss, to be a fine

¢ountry, huvine a goo ! ¢limate for so high a la-| of Levi Fr)’, of Boston, was capsized.
titide, a rich svil, and an abundunce of mi

No other pait of th

Our Confederacy cons'sted of only thirteen
States in the Revolution.

well together i

In the letter which I had the honor to address
to you ut the last Session, I stated th.t ¢ the-
number of officers, agents and persons in the
employment of the government, was six'y thou.
sand two hundred and rninety-four ; that ull of
them held their places, directly or indirectly
from the Execmutive, and w.th the exception of
the Judicial ufficers, were liable to be dismissed
The number of officers thus’
depengdant on the will of the Executive, is ne-
cessarily increasing every ycar from the expan-
sion of the country, and the multiplication of
business ¢ and the more I reflect on the subject
the maorejl am convinced, that some md fication
of the laws in this respect, is essentially requis-

For the unrestiained exercise of executive
discretion gives to it a vast preponderance over
all the o'her branches of the government ; ard
at last will invest it with pewers equivalent to
absolute monarchy or despotism.
by whom and for whom the Government was et
tzblished, have provided in the Constitution for
the ultimate ascendency of the Representative
Branch. But the evident téndency of the sys-
lem.in pragtice is to give suprema
ecutive ; wnd if it be not srrested will finally
lead to the consolidstion of all power in that
In order to remedy this, « bill has azain
been reported in the Senate, requiring the Pre- |
sident, when L@ mikes nominations to fill vacan-
ieil by exercising his power of re-
moval from offide, to +tite the reasons, for suech
“tMouvals. To this change of the liw, Ishould!

neral
L 4

It now consists of
Arkansaw and- Michigan are to

be admitted this session, which will make twen-|cars, with passengers, were on their way ,
ty six ; and when Florida and Wisconsin are ad-

mitted, the Union will be composed of twenty
The great extension of our coun-
try in territor‘al iimits, and’its unexampled growth : A
in weulth and population, mu-t be a source of | whole in a short lime
high giatification to cvery patriotic mind. Ia cmnmunicafiug {o another barn and dwell-
contemplating our future destiny, nothing oc-
curs to disturb the felicity of the prospect,but the
pretensions of the new St.tes in regard (o the
public lands. If they should wrest from the old conten!s,

States all their 1ightful shure of this property, | tWo CoOWS;
it must very muterially impuir the relations of{to the adjacent woods, which were fierce-
good will; which ought to subsist befween mems-
hers of the same confederucy,
sort would convince the o'd Sty'es that juslice
and generosity eannot be velied on as furnishing
motives suitable for governing/the conduct of ¥ i 5, A

States, whentempted to aggraf"ze themsglves. | city, by mixing poison in his liquors,—
As a necessary consequence, th

Union will be less highly prized, and its harmo-
ny more exposed o interruption,
more than individuals ean
peace and happiness, unless the obligations of
equity and good concience ure reciprocally ful.

An act of that

e vilue of the

States _no

The people

to the Ex-

New York, April 28,
George Bates was instantly killed at
Quincy, Massachuse(ts, on Tuesday aller-
by the fall of shears used for the

burnt for the sixth time on the same day.
—Samuel Logan, wmerchant, who was
wounded in ap afivay, in which he was

If these evils do come upon us, I shall|not an actor, on the 28th ult., at Lexing-

have the consolation to know thal 1 hiwve used | ton, Kentucky, is dead of his wounds ; he -
every effort in my power to prevent their re-

currence ; that I have invariably opposed the
system of policy which will have resulted in so
deplorable a stute of things. My views on the ;
subject have heretofore been fully communica- | heretofore of respectable standing, has
'ed to you, and it is unneccssary now td repeal

was a young man of most excellent char-
acter.—George Hamilton,of Shelby coun-
ty, Kentucky, a man of property, and

been committed at Louisville, for the
murder of Michael Fontain.—William H.
N. Drake, a respectable lawyer in Pen-
dleton county, Kentucky, has been found
e{dead in the woods, under circumnstances
elly murdered and robbed.—John Burd,
convicted of the murder of Harvey, was _
suspended by a rope from a gallows erec-
ted for that purpose, at New Orlcans on
the 8th instant. DBefore suspension he
said that a man (named Kelly) stood be-

him.—A lad about 10 years of age, son

with his wheelbarrow dver a wharf into
the river at Boston last week, and was
drowned.—Yesterday afternoon, (so says
the Courier,) as the locomotive engineand

from Jamaica to Brooklyn, a spark from
the engine set fire to a barn sitaated near
the railroad, and the wind being high, the
was in flames, which

ing house, belongiag to Mr. Suydam, en-
tirely destroyed them, together with their
and three valuable horses and
and the fire soon communicated

ly burning when our informant came away.
—A yvoung gentleman of Philadelphia
made an unsuccessful attempt at suicide
on Friday last, in one of the hotels of that

Messrs. E. & S. Smith, of Bangor, have
lost two saw mills at Shad-rip-falls, by

| fire, valued at 3,000 dollars, and the
worst of it is,they. forgot to get insurances
(some. peoplé suffer amazingly from bad -
memories.)—A scow laden with floue
and whiskey, with five men on beard,
went over AHenstown dam, mear Mauch
Chunk, recently, and two of the mew
were drowned.—On  Friday morning, on
opening St. Mary’s (Roman Catholic;
church in Barclay street, it was found
that the centre part of the ceiling outside
the arches over the galleries, which waa
flat, had fallen from ™ its place, logether
with the centre beam, and the cross pie-
ces for the support of the plaster 3 leaving
a perfectly clear space, from the floor ta
the roof, at least thirty feet square. The
weight of the timbers, which with the
plaster fell all of 40 feet, smashed down
several of the pews, and broke through =
to the basement.—Mr. Schoreman, core -
oner, on Friday held an inquest on the
body of a man” about 50 years of sge
found flcating in Coentics slip § and adl
ther on a man about SO years of 4§64,
found in the North river, at the foof of
Hoboken. Verdict in both cases, Geath by
drowning. Also on the body bf]eum}l
McGauraghan, a native of Irgland, founds
floating in the waler at pier No. 4 ﬁor;h
river ; Yerdicty death by drowning. Next
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