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“Ours are the plans of fair delightful peace, nnwarp’d by party rage, to live like brothers.”
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MORIAR/OF ~TIHE INTERNAL
SIPROVEMENT CONVENTION,
_--""fhc.cﬂ'c.flcrul Assemblf; of Nerth Caroelina.

)
r

o tue HoxorasLr,
9. T GeExEraL AsssypLy or N. C.:

Fhe undersigned have been deputed a
jpmmitiee to .present to vour honorable
iy a memoriul, ‘expressive of the views |
B wishes of a large and respectabic por-!
on of your fellow-citizens, recently us-
embled in the City of Raleigh, in Conven-
on, upon the impertant subject of improvas
ag the internal condition of the Statey, . [
ghe discharge of this duty, we leel well as-
fsured of receiving a fayorable hearing, as‘
Mell in respect to the nnmerous and patri- |

iptic body whose views we are especially |

v
R¥

tharged to’ present, as from the subjeet, |
2.\ which addresses itself s0 powerfully to the |
* Wepresentatives of the people, to whom has
" een committed the high trust of guarding
% Mhe interest and advaneing the prosperity of
our eommon country. :

‘WY hat is the present condition of the State?

" 1 What #ts means for improvement? And in
{what way are these means to be most el-
fectually applied'?,’ ‘T'hese are the interest-
{ing questions ty which we have been di-
jrected most respectfully to invite your at-
tention ; and which, as vour memorialists
humbly conceive, are of such high public
.k concernment. In examining into the. con-
.} dition of the State, whether we advert to the
i :,-'ﬁ:st or vicw the present, whilst much mdy
<3 .be found to wagin the breast of the patriot.
¢} there is but little to gratify the pride or to
. - samulate the ert rprise of the citizen, We
-may indeed proudly boast of the - exalted
character of the nation, and claim {or our
~ { citizens the most devoted attachment to the
#w¥ Union of the States; that there has been
i © | engrafted into our own constitution those
4 { principles of rational freedom, the sound-
| ness of which has been so fully proved in
the success of that rgpresentative system
* | whiclr constitutes our pride and hoast as a
L} mation—conferring a degree of freedom on
" { the governed unknow#t in the old world,
and securing to industey its"rich reward—
peace and plenty : that the increase of our
populatiun, agriculture, manufactures, and
advancement in the aris and sciences, and
in civilizatiqn, have been rapid bgyond all
example ; that these national bléssings in-
spire confidence as to the high destiny of
the Repubiic, and call foith sentiments
of gratitude to the Supreme Disposer of all i
evends. DBut whilst we may thus boast of
our rapid advancement as a nation, we re-
gret to suy, our own State shares but little
in this general prosperity.- To' prove this,
{acts must be submitted, however mortify-
ing to vour pride, or painful to our feelings.
In the apportionment of Representatives a-
mong the States, under the first census,
North Carolina and New York were equal,
each having ten members. What is likely
to be our rank in comparison to New York,
under the census soon to be taken, embrac-
ing a period of fiftv years. She will have
exceeded her forty members, whilst our
State will remain or barely exeevd her ori-
ginal ten. What a startling contrast! Yet,
in pomt of territory, North Carolina has
her fifty thousand five hundred square miles,
whilst New York only exceeds it by two
thousand one hundred and twenty-five. At
the first period, our population was nearly
equal ; whereas, at present, she will exceed
two million, whilst ours wili be but a frac-
tion beyond seven handred thousand. Yet
this immense difference is not to he asctib-
ed to our climate or soil, but in part at least
to the rapid tide of emigration. 'There,
every thing has been done to improve the
condition of her people—hcre, our citizens
have gone, with the Bible, Eneyclopedia,
- and the axe, those pioheers of civilization,
to give population and charucter to the wil-
derness of the West., In this way, more
than half a million of our people have left
the place of their nativity, and carried with
them wealth, talent, and enterprise. It
may gratifv our pride to be told in one Con-
gress, there were nine Senators, native born
citizens of North Carolina; yet the fact
‘"EIY proves how much we. have lost, by
failing to render sur people progperous and
salisfied at home. '

We might pursue this inquiry still fur-
ther, and examine into the rapid growth of
our sister States ; but we flatter ourselves
that you--as we fee] assured every patriotic
citizen—to the question—whether the State
shall remain in her present condition ?—
a“lP"’p"‘“’d to reply most emphatically,
¥o! 1f g0, this brings us to the second in-
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 ry are n .t included in the above estimates,

= n# dollar ; each subsequent insertion 25 cents. "The State, 1

| she has 390.C00 sluces wliich may be val-

the private stocks, merchandise, and ether
Jproperty subject o taxation,

| merely referred to to show the ubility of the

MONDAY, JARUARY 7, 1839,

STOCKS. In the Bank of the State, £500,000

In the Bank of Cape Fear, 520000
lu the Buncombe T'urnpike, 5,000
FRoanoke & Cape Fear Navi-

gation Companier, 82.500

Wilinington & Ralvigh Rail
Road,

Bonds far the sale of Chern-
kee Lands, in 1838, and of
a prior date, 350,6C0 I

‘The cash balances in the Public T'rasu-

600,000

as they may be requ'red to meet current ex-
penses and other necessary appropriations.
Wen, has a capital of more than
two millions, vested in productive stocks
and in bonds on interest. It is true, a part
of this eum is pledged as a Literary Fund;
but it is equally true, we presume, that no
part ol the principal of this fund is to be
used, and that it will continue to increase,
until the interest acerning on 1t may be call-
ed for, in purposes of edueation and of fiee
schools. 'I'Lie state is free from debt, and
has a credit supported by her natural re-
sources and the habits and mamners of her
citizens. ‘T'he taxable property of the State
may, as the commitiee think, be estimated
at near 200 millions of dollars.  She com- |
prises 32 millious of acres of land, which
may be estimated at two dollars the acre—

.

—

ved at three hundred dollars each, hesides

But it is not
proposed to resort to taxation, nor is it ne-
cessary 1o carry out the views and plan of
thoee in whose name we have heen author-
ised to address you. 'These matters are

State, and the ainple_means she has to-sus-
tain that ered ¢ which'it is propused to bring

into marke' :

Having shown the condition of the State,
the necessity and demand for a change,
and the means for effecting it, your me-
morialists are  brought to the imeresling‘

In answer to that question, we have to |
present to vou that plan or system which
was the result of the anxious deliberations
of those in whose behalf this memorial is
presented. No higher evidenee could be
given of the actuz! wants of our people, anil
of the deman: and necessity for something
to be done, than in the veoluntary con-
gregation of that assembly, whose wishes
and opinions we have been directed to
make known. A body comprising near
200 dclegates, selected from forty connties,
men of character, of intelligence, and of
wealth, voluntarily obeying the call of their
country, argues a deep distress in the com-
muility, and a loud demand for its remedy.
The strifes and struggles of party have been
silenced, afll the voice of patriotism alone
has been heard, invoking to action,—
[tis the first and dearest privilege we enjoy
as a free people, that by the fundamental
prineiples of our government, every plan
for changing our condition and promoling
our happiness and prosperity, both in
choice and exeention, must originate with
or be sanctioned by the people. The plan,
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Legislature shall require to enable the com- bwhiskey. &e: &e. &c, So that vessels can | Il so, the Convention wus of opinioff it too expensive to be undertaken at the same
pany to obtain a loan on better terms than |supply themselves with a cargo from that!shpuld be granted,
they otherwise could do, and tlius enabled | port, that cannot [ail to suit some market

to complete their great work.

This favor | and make a profitable voynage.

4. The payvment by the State of the bal-

appeared so reasonable in itself; as to meet | that steamboats have been plying on the!the Wilmington and Raleigh Rail Road, |

with but lile opposition.,
due to the liberal spirit of those enterpris-|last 20 years;

It is deemed Cape Fearas hizh as Fayetteville for #he ought 4t once to be made->, 'The Conven-
anid we are assured that no tion came to this opinion as an act of justice

ing citizens who had been willing to risk  serious accident hus ever occurred during ' to the very liberal and spirited exertions of

their own good fortunes in so greata work. ! the time.

. - . ] - . . - .
Like other rivers in the South ;thc privaie subsecribers, in having risked so

3

It also recommended itself to the conven- | its navigation is suspended in the summer much on their part for "so great a public '

tion, as a work penetrating to the capital: months; and so is the great OQhio. _
of the State, there to be connected with | that the navigation of the Ohto, from ice the progress made, as high profits expect-
other warks, and accommodating many of; and drought, "is suspended, on an average.'ed, that the work must and will be finished: |

| our eitizens in the transportation of their!six months in the year; whilst that of the: The* prompt payment cannot injure the

\WWelearn work, and from the certainty as well from '

i
I

produce to market., Having already re-)Cape Fear is suspended not more thian four: State, and will greatly aid a spirited portion

ceived the favorable action of a committes jand a hall months, and that at a season | of her citizens.

of bhoth branches of vour honorable body, when the erop is not ready for market.:

- . -"“-.
mpre is not necessary to be said.

5. The survey of Neuse and Tar rivers,

' Such are the advantages of the Cape Fear with the view to steam boat navigation, and |

" 2. A subscription by the State of four Inlet, under circumstances as they now | if found practicable, that the Board of In-. |

ifils of the capital stock of t»" Fayette- | exis’
ville and Yadkin Rail Road.

/"l his i1s one

1
it
We have said the poliey of building this't

|

ernal Improvements be authorized to con-
ract for effecting it. y These rivers are the

of the great works in the general system, | Rail Road has been sanctioned hy the Leg-' property of the Statg, the charters granted |

and may be considered as standing at the | islatare and the people.
head of those recomended in the first elass. | advert to the fact of the inesrporation of the  since forfeited.
In regard to this work, the Convention had | eompuany dnd a subscription of Iwn-ﬁﬁhf,fmlrvc}'s should be had at the expense of the
certain data, bothas to its'necessity, its im- | under the autharity of a law of your last State, as due to her eilizens, who will use
portance to a large portion of the State, 5| sessien,
poliey as sanctioned by a vote of the Legis-  sted of kis place in consegnence of the vote . fuct that one of these rivers is so direcily
lature and of the people, and certainly asto | thus given? As far as we know, or have connected with the prosperity of one of its
the cost of its construction. As to the work : reason to believe, not one. :

itself—it is to connect the East and West ;}
to commence with a home market, from the |
banks of a river, rising and terminating |

within our own limits—10 be extended for
the present to the Yadkin, a stream  which
passes through a productive and populous
section of the countryv, and whose product
must be carried to a distant, foreign marker,
unless this great work shall succecd.
carly as 1815, the idefl of coanneceting the |

question, as to whut is best to be done ?— | difliculties disappear, however, before the |

then, which we have the honor to prescnt,
originated with a large portion of the peo-
ple, and elaims your most liberal and atten-
tive examination. Y our memorialists shew,
that after a week of earnest and anxious
consideration, the Convention agreed upon
a plan wheh is embodied in a series of re-
solutions herewith submitted, and annexed
to this memorial. The Convention ciime
to the conclusion, with great nnaniinity, that
all the works mentioned in said resolutions
were ofa great and useful - character, and
constitinte a system%fimprovements which,
if begun and smccessfully prosecuted, would
eminently conduce to the prosperity of the
state, both as increasyig the common wealth
and in elevating ahd confirming its moral
and political character.

Of the merits of the general system re-
commended, iL4s groper to say, whilst
there existed adﬂce of opinion as to
the grade or class of the respective works,
yet there was nong as go their eminent
utility and meritorious claim to the aid and
patronage of the Legislature. But the
Convention was admonished, as all must
be, by past experience, that the works
proposed must be brought within the avail-
able means of the State, or all would fail.—
[lence the necessity and expediency of a
classification. In this, too, they were fol-
lowing the example of the national Legis-
lature, in their works of Harbors and For-
tifications. 'What the nation could not ac-
complish with its ample resources, it was
not to be expecied a single State could ef-
fect, with its limitedd means, though con-
fined to works within her own borders.—
Here then collision begins, here is the
danger of failure, and here the demand for
disinterested and enlarged patriotism.—
Hence it is deemed important that your
honorable body should be fully and candid-
ly informed of the reasons and views,
which influenced the Convention in recom-
mending certain works for prompt and im-
mediate execution. Let them not be char-
ged with selfishness or ‘with Jocal prefer-
ences, but remember the difficulty of the
suhject and the vecessity for action.

1. A guarantee by the State of five hun-
dred thousand dollars to the Gaston and
Raleigh Rail Road. Thisis not a suberip-
tion or a loan, and does not call for any ex-
penditure. . It is a mere loan of the eredit

quiry, an estimate of the means of the State.

of the State, upon such a surety as the

Aa

Y adhin with thas of e Cupa Faar TROGLIT.
ed the favorable action of the Legislature.
Sut unfortunately the geological structure
of the intervening conntry,presentsd difficnl-
ties not then tobe surmounted hy a Canal,

with the limited means of the State. 'l']msei

mighty engine of steam. The actual ex-|
tent of internal communication, by means
of rivers ani roads, which directly or indi-
rectly connect itself with this road, cannot
be estimated at less than thirty counties,
embracing at least 15 millions acres of land,
and probably much exceeds that qnantity. |
Thus will the secupants of moderate sized
farms be enabled to make outfits for market
in their own vehicles, and for which the |
power of asingle horse will be quite suffi-
cient to reach some deput on the main route.
Aiso in sccuring, what every farmer in the
conntry will know the value of—a smaller
portion of time in the accomplishment of the
object. TForitis to be rememberel, the
great advantage of rail ways, over all other
means of conveyance, is the saving of time,
the annihilation of space. 7ime is woney,
and the attainment of greater speed and cer-
tainty, amounts in effect, to a reduction of
expense. The advantages of a more speedy
conveyance, are of a greater value than the
whole charges of transportation, and those
advantages can never be so fully realized,
as by the use of rail ways. "T'hese are a
few of the rich advantages, which are to ve
extended to so great a portion of the peo-
ple of our State, by means of the proposed
reinte.  ‘I'his produce is first to be brought
to Favetteville, whose capital will increase,
as calls may be had for its emplovynent.—
Where prices may be now considered low,
they will rise by demand and competition
to the highest rates. Itis then to deseend
to “’ilm_inglnn by means of Steam Boats,
whose number will also muitiply as hus
been the case on the Ohia and Mississippi.
From thence it finds its way to foreign
markets, through Cape IFear Inlet, which,
if not the best, has its advafflages. Thé

|
i dollars,

[Ius a single mamber been out- 't

But we are liere met with the nhjccii()n,:1

. e Car b vrle” ' -
the plan-proposed changes the subscription ; Which has recenily ‘cuffered so severely by
by the State from two-fifths to that of four- fires whilst the other leads to an old town.
fiths : why this change? T'he answer is Which has many claimg on the liberality of

to be found inthe fact, that unless itis.!

made, the road ecannot sncceed. A survey | the great Rail Road in which the State has
| and estimate have been made, under the di- 9 deep an interest.

rection of the most experienced Engineer,

in the United States—a North Carolinian, | Greenshoro/ with the view to a MeAd-

feeling for his native State all the ardor and |*
vonl of 2 magl (lel,:_ole;l QN :
appexars, to eonstruct the work in the best|

. . . | i3 ol 3
| poasible mode and in the way which meet, that it is to take the main travel from the

'his sanction, would cost Tw) misrioxs of (8cat of (Government
‘T'o raise two fifihs of this sum, by | ties in the : _
means of privatz subseription, has Leen [2mMong fthe largest and most productive

Counties in the State, whose people are far- |
mers, deal prineipally in the necessaries of

posed, we are well assured the amount will |life, own their own veh‘:(‘.’.es. accustomed to

be most certainly taken by individua'ss.flhﬂir use, an:l without this road, ean share

but little in the direct advantages of Inter-

nal Tinprovements.
present to terminate at one of the most flour-
islung inland towns in the State, Greeusbo-
of the connscted links, the great trunk in|rough, which has its flourishing Schools,
its Steam Mills, Cotton Factories, and in
every way its population is both active and
enterprisiag.
of reaching a market, as we learn, would
often enable the enterprisiny proprietor of

found impracticable. DBut should the sub-
scripticn of the State be changed, as pro-

This isg@ommended not only from the
magniliide of the work, its accommodation
for such a lar@e portion of the State, but
from the further fact, it is to constitute one

which others are hereaflterto share.  ‘I'hese
with the Convention were held conclusive
f -3 and reasons to justify the change.

3. The incorporation of a Company for
lie opening of an Inlet at tha fuet of Al-
bewnarle Sound, near Nagshead, and a sub-
seription by the State of three-fifths of ils
capital stock 3="This work was deemed by
the Convention of the highest importance,
from the fact of 80 many of the counties in
the North-Tlast part of the State being “di-
rec ly interested in its success; from the
quantity and quality of the produce which
would find a narket through it; and from
the fact that it has been long pressed upon
the notice both of the National and State
Legislatures. Albemarle Sound runs in a
direction cast [rom the eonflux of its head
waters, the distance of some eighty miles,
and at its castern extremity is separated
from the ocean by a narrow strip of sand
bank, some hundred yards in width, Ttis
navigable within four or five miles of the o-
cean, where its  waters separate into the
Roanoke and Croatan Sounds,and change its
| direetion nearly south, Roanoke Island is
between them. 'These two sonnds unite
aguin, and some twenty-five miles from the
point where the current of the Albemarle
changes from an ecast to nearly a South
course, tirey enter the Pamtico Sound.
Brom the Nor h-Eastern exiremity of the

tables annexed, show the tonnage employed
in the foreign trade, entered and cleared at
Wilmington from October 1836 to Oct.
1837; also the tonnage employed in the for-
eign trade of the ports of Norfolk, Peters-
burg & Richmond for the same timé, as
taken from thé r€port of the Secretary of the
T'reasury.

- From these tables it appears, that in the
year 1837, the tonnage entered and clear-
ed in the fo 1 trade from Wilmington
exceeded that of Norfolk 6384 tons, and
exceeded both the ports of Richmond and
Petersburg together 17,694 tons. We are
informed, on high authority, that the coast-
ing trade of Wilmington employs a greater
tonnage than her foreign trade. We have

mount, as itis not reported. If this be
true, and we believe it to be so, not only
on the high authority from which we re-
ceived it, but because we know the mara-
iime trade of N. Carolina is principally a
eoasting-trade—it would follow, that the
tonnage emploved in the trade of the port
of Wilmington 1s greater than the great
ports of Virginia, Norfolk, Richmond, and
Petersbhurg.

The Port of Wilmington possesses two
advantages aver mest of the other ports in
the United States, which cannot fail to be
highly estimated. 1. It is a fresh waler
port, and vessels are exempt from the des-
truction to their bottoms (unless coppered)
occasioned by the salt water worms. 2.

of domestic products of any port in tife
Union. All kinds of bread stuffs, rice in-
cluded ; naval stores of every kind and of
the best quality ; lumber, the very best in

the world ; staves and heading ; eotton,

not the means of ascertaining its actual a-

It furnishes the most miscellaneous cargom Tonstructing the work.

Pamtieo is,filty miles distant, the Ocracoke
| inlgiethe oniy navigable one for vessels
| suited to the coasting trade. It is proposed
o throw a dam or other construction across
the Croatan Snund, and thus force the wa-
ters of the Albemarle to break their pas-
sage throngh the bhank a! its foot into the
Agutic Ocean. It is estimated by intelli-
gent seamen accustomed to the navigation
of this coast, that throngh the proposed in-
ler, double the number ol voyages may be
made as are now through that at Ocracoke.
[t has been estimated by a member of the
Jonvention, that the 12 counties in North
Carolina, nearly all the produce of which
seeks its market through the Albemarle,
export not less than from four to six mil-
li.ns of dellars annu-lly. This produce
| eonsists of corn. colton, wheat, fish, peas
land an immense amount in naval stores
and lumber.  These articles ure nearly all
of such bulk asto forbid a deposite between
the place of production and sale. Hence
the importance of its being received from
the wharves and rivers of the producers
and earried at once w the ocean for its final
' destination,  T'o the fishing interest the
suceess of the work is of peculiar_ingers
tance, as the annual tribute from affoad fi :
Lthis article alone is estimated by genijoai®n
| from that section of the State a .000.
| 'This work has also bi¥Mwexamined and
estimates, made, uad!r.lhe authority of an
Engineer of theState and of the U. States.
They differ greatly in the cost, which may
bee Wil 10 the material and the manner of
But however un-
certain this inav be, the people in that sec-
tion of the State, it is said, are willing to risk
their own capital in its success, and think,
a subseription not exceeding 500,000 dol-
lars by the State, would render it eertain.

I markets, Washington, which has heretofore

from which s &S

.

. Such are the works as placed in the first

We have only to | for their improvements having been long |

hem for their produce, as weli as {rem the

cen sustained with so mueh spirit, but

he State, besides itz direet eonnection with

6. A survey from Raleigh vie Hillshoro,’

imized Tarn Pike Road, a ¢ompany and a
heariptian af twe &ldhe try e Slate.—

I'his route is recominended from the fact

qthe Western Coan-
State; that it passes through two

Besides, it is {r the

A cheap and speeily mode

her Cotton Factory to send the product of
his establishment to the City of N, York,
and re-lize a profit of two or three cents on
the pound. 'This profittwould not operate
to his advantage alone, but to that of the
grower of the raw materizl.) The proposed
survey would cost but 1ittTe and the road if
MecAdamized, would not likely exceed, ac-
cording to the estimate of the Board of In-
ternal Impravements,; $3000 per mile, and
a part of it, possibly one hall. would be an
ordinary turnpike, the eost of which wouid
not exceed 200 to 300 per mile. The
road in justice ought to belong to the State,
except that experience has shown, to econ-’
struct and keep up such works, calls forin-
dividval interest and attention ; otherwise
they constitute a continual drain on the
publie treasury, and end in ruin. From
this line a branch might hereaflter be ex-
tended, with great propriety, to some eli-
gible point on the Dan river; and thus give
t» h- peorle in that fertile rezicn the maans
of resching,-if so inclined, the markets of
the'r own State.

class of the plan proposed by the Conven-
tie: such are some of the views and rea-
< s which influenced that body in recom-
mending them. If any one should object,
that his work ought to be pluced on egqually
favorable ground with the most favored
class, he should pause, consult the means
of the State, and then ask himself, ‘il such
aplan had been adopted butfive years ago,
would not my wishes now be gratified?”’—
I"ime marches rapidly; and a few years, as
we trust, will serve to bring into operation
the whole scheme, and others,if their claims
and advantages shall hereafter be disclosed
and properly pressed.

. SECOND CLASS.—These, as will be
seen, contemplate a connection with the
two great rail roads now in progress, as well
as with the proposed road from Fayettevil'e
to the Yadkin, The Beaufort Ruad, lead-
ing from the fine harbor atthat place, is the
most important from that fact., as another
outlet will be thus opened to the ocean, and’
the produce of the upper countsy will then
find additional means of being shipped to
any portion of theeommercial world.) Fhe
inketmrt Beaufort is saig to be not only the
i ‘own state, for its depth of water,

m 22 1o 24 feet on its bar, but it
1s not to be surpassed by any other from
the Chesapeake to Pensacola. Why then,
it may be asked, was not its rail road placer
in the first class? The answer, to a-ma-
jority of the Convention, was plain and sat-
isfactors. It has no produce, no capital—

It is proper then that the |°

4 progroas; tho

time by tlfe State, and her true poliey for-
badeit. Heunce, the one [rom Fayettevillg

Again— ! ance, 150,000 dollars, of its subseription to was selecred as most fikely to succeed—as

required by the pressing dewands of our
westein citizens—as leading to markets in
whieh capital is alveady employed, and as.

having an outlet that might answer present

demands. Again, when the western road
shall reach Favetteville, you are still on
the descending line, and [rom thence may
be carried to Beaufort.  Such, itis believa
edy will be the quantity of produce from

the upper country as. will hereafter foree -

itself 1o the best market. In this way,what

‘the friends of Beaufort cannot do tor them -

scives, will be done by ethers.

7'he Loan of three millions o iy éon-
tracted by the State. It has been already
shown, in estimating the fundsof the State,
she has upwards of two millions invested
in a way, whilst they wHl prove productive,
are not likely to be embarrassed or squan-
dered. By the system proposed, this fund
is not to be touched, but to be held as a
guarauntee to sustain the credit of the state
in-the negotiation of a loan, and a surey
to her own citizons against any contingen-
cy which may arice. Thie maximum of the
loan is three millionss and tie worey, when
borrowed,will be mostly expended amongst
ourselves, and for it the State will hold
certificates of stocks which will be produc-
tive, and wiil in themselves constitute an
additional surety against any future calfs
upen her own citizens.  ‘These stocks can
at any time be brdught into maiket, and
thus rel eve the State against any pressing
embarrazsment,  The debt will be posts

ned to a future perind; the works will
it !l'.')‘ll Wil e dividet] te-

tween posterity and ourselves; and in iy
way the estale which our chiidren are tos
inherit will be improved, our own eondi-
tion relieved, and means provided for them
to meet the claim which has been entailed
in order to itsimprovement. ‘Thisaccorda
with (he most rigisl principles of justice.
prudence, foresight, and ecunhm_f. The
estate is fast going to decay; our. people
e not in a condition to make necessary

to loans. Thisstate of things has not been
brought about from auy want of frugality
in our expendit{:rcs; of forbearance in con-
tracting debts, or rom any ex'ravagance
er want of system in the proper and judi-
cious management of our domestic coneerns.
At no former period in the pecuniary af-
fairs of the State, has there been less extra-
vagance, and yet at no peviod has it been
found more Jdifficult to keep [ree from em-
barrassement,  Theevil is to be [wund not
in any passing events, but in the want ofa
proper encouragement to the products of
our soily, and in the fact that our most
wealthy and enterpricing citizeus are driv.
en to more genial climes,

®1( we look to our sister States, most of
them will be found in the march of im-
provement, and their citizens contented
and happy. Yet, they have resorted to
loane; and experience proves, so far from
ending in injury to the people, they have
the more rapidiy advanced to wealth and
prosperity. Al this too, without any re-
sort to taxes; the profits from the works
having been quite suflicient to meet the
interest and provide a fund for the payment
of the principal. South Carclina has but
recent!y subscribed one million to her great
rail rfoud, guaranteed the loan of two mil-
lHons wore, and by way of l‘e]icf to her fi-
vorite city from a heavy calamity, added
fwo millions more to her;debt,  But we
forbear to press this matter further, as it is
idle to talk of embarrassing the State by
cdntracting a debt of three millionswf dole
lars. o’

(@ T( our forefathers, with not half of vur

means. limited as they are, when dissen-
sion, faction, and treason lurked in cvery
neighborbood 3§ when the property of the
citizen was liable to scizure by the enemy
and to wanton destruction by the traitor,
when the assassin beleagued his path by
day and threatened his repose hy night; i%
at such a time, and under such circun-
stapces, that band of pawiots could bear
up for a period of seven years, undera debt
of seventy-five millians, let us not talk ef
embarrassment by thre sum proposed, hav-

without prejudice to hercitizens, but wheth-
er she, in her sovereign capacity, shall en-
gage in.a system of this kind at all.  Aund
can we, at such a period aa” this, with all
the light of experience before us, be seri-
ogsly called upon to discnss such a ques-
ffion 2 Will you leave these matters to in-
dividual enterprise, when every State in
the Union has undertzaken the system with
so much success ?
memorable struggle to which we have just

and her population. 1ler territory still re-
mains-~Mecklenburg, Moor's Creck, King’s
Mountain, and Guilford are landmark
which time cannot raze from the pnge'ﬁq'
history. But where is her population ?>—
Where the monuments of her improvement?
Her population is fast leaving her, and her
monuments, we fear, are nn'l’y to be found
in the record of things past.

these must be hroucht from a dista —
One great trunk in connecting the ea d
west, was (eemed sufiicient. A road from

Beaufort to Raleigh, and thenee to the west,
had been authorized, and #t totally failel.

to helieve that it would prove more saccess-

A s this state of things to continne ? Or
are we ever to be roused to action? Itis
'much to be feared, if you shall separate
i without doing any thing, the cause of in.

The Convention had no geasonable groun:is  terpal’ improvement will: have sustained a
!ttn(_k fromn wirich it will be difficait to res

ful at present. Twe eonnecting fo

P
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over. ‘I'he patriotic -feeling which new

repairs amndd to improve it, without a resort

ing, as the State has, the ability to raise it

At the close of the

referred, North Carolina had her territory

“




