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Delegates from ten States Present—Five
Hundred Agriculturists Discuss-
. ang Their Needs. ..

~° [From the Atlanta Constitution.]
Just as Commissioner Henderson-
stepped to the front of the stage at:
| DeGivels ¥pera house yesterday morn-:
| ing for thwpurpose of feading'the call

for the inte ention, a good:
breeze began' into the opera!
house throu h t open windows st
| the rear of t . The pit, dress|
circle and ﬁrst g lery rore crowded!|
with ladies prgsent at the openmg‘

exercises, delegates from ten southern,
states and s tors genera.ll e
The opérafhouse was‘ crowded @nd;
| the pleasant breéze was a welconie at-, ‘
n the erowded convention.!
While Judge ‘Henderdon 'was rentlmg
the call, an-oppertusity ‘wak/given for!
an examination of the delegations. Lb'
| was impossible to compare one-delega-i
[ tion with another, as the members
not sit together but were scattered all'
over the house; but ‘the blue and old:
| ‘gold badges ﬂoa.tmg from the lapels of:
| the coats marked them everywhere. ’ |
A finer looking body of men never:
asseinbled in the south than the farm-
ers’ convention. Strong, brawny:
looking men, mostly bearded, with
sun tanned faces and necks, with a
hardy color of good health, they at-
tracted general comment by their fine
.appearance. The former could be
.seen everywhere. It was not a con-
vention of theorist dreamers; but the
knotty hand and tanned faces betok-
ened men who in reality and in sober
earnest tilled the soil for the generous
products it yielded in return. Such
was the impression the convention
made upon the interested spectators,
-and the exercises that followed showed
the interest that the delegates felt in
the proceedings and the solicitude
they entered as to the general result

£ hbera.tlons
-of their-del Ay
GETTING READY FOR BUSINESS.

In calling the convention to order
‘Commissioner Henderson made a few
appropriate remarks, and then a prayer
was offered by the Rev. H. C. Morris-
son, of Atlanta.

Commissioner Henderson, . after
making a statement touching the agri-
cultural interests of the country, in-
troduced as the temporary chairman
Governor John B. Gordon.

GOVERNOR GORDON'’S ADDRESS

1. Upon taking the chair the Governor

| spoke as follows :

| GENTLEMEN oF THE CoNVENTION : I
' wish I could also say ladies of the
‘convention, for this is one body into
which the purest and the best could
-be incorporated with great propriety.
[Laughter and applause.]’

It has been made my duty to pre-
side as your temporary chairman. In
calling you to order, I ask your in-
dulgence for .a very few moments.:
Your coming together will be hailed

by all thoughtful men as a promise of:
good to yourselves and the country.
It might be truthfully said that you
are here on a mission of universal

philanthropy, because in the special’

interest of the husbandmen are in.
volved the universal interests of hu-
manity. [Applause.]

The basis of agriculture is as broad
as this earth; and the science of agri-|

culture is as comprehensive as the all-|

encircling air around this earth. What
is it that is not comprehended in t.he

| their wharves.

id|| Prev

and your grost ships would rot at
Tet agrichlture die

and your magnificént railway syatems
would beg silent mockery, “and
“their 7 omso_p ¢afs vould “decay in
heaps of 1dle lumber'dt the ‘deserted
depots.. To the busy hum ‘of “your

manufacturing art, would ‘ensue the,
gilence of the grave; and tie “Hrivhing
wastes of the African deserts would
be ~the fittest représentanves ‘of ‘the
lifeless ruing of your cities and-of ‘the
world’s desolation. [Applause.]

1f it be’ true—and it s trne—tha.t
sgnculture is- incomparably the most
{mportant. avocation of man,no words
‘of mine ean ‘sufficigntly emphasme the:
propriety-of $his comvocation of farm-
érs. - If it be the art of ‘all arts, the
/| seienice of'all- scienges; the- life’ o all
life, how “vast- arélits avenues for in-
eveabed benefits to mankind; how
| counitléss’are the subjects for mve_stl
gétion "and ‘the possibilities for im-
ement ! The value of every ray
of sunlight that falls. upon the fields

#hades its surface; 'the value.of every
ton of manure and system of fertiliza-
‘tion; the value of *every improvement
in machinery and change in tillage;
the tendency of every law or govern-
mental policy, state and federal, all
furnish fields for thought, mvest,lga
tion and debate. All demands in the
interest of the best efforts of men of
science and of practical experiment.
They summon to the investigation not
only all the powers of the cultivators
of the soil; but the most sanctified
‘capabilities of the chemist, the philoso-
pher, the philanthropist, the patriot
and the statesman. [Great applause.]

And now I wish to announce a fact
as axiomatic as a proposition in the
Euelid and as true as the decalogue.
The plow—the plow is the fore-runner,
the foremost evangel, the truest
prophet of the world's civilization.
[Loud appla

The ﬁrst la.w of the Deity, the prime
necessity of humanity, the life prin-
ciple of all progress and- development
is the tillage of the soil. [Applause.]

- If-this has to be renumerative, there
is a fundamental mistake, a radical
wrong somewhere. Where is it?
What is it? To search for it, and if
possible to find it; to understand it, to
conquer it, and uproot it, is the high
duty—the commanding obligation
upon every lover of his country or his
race.

To aid in discovering this wrong is
the great purpose of this convention.
It does not become as your temporary
chairman to attempt-to indicate where
that evil lies, and to su the rem-
edy. All that I could with propriety
do, would be to submit, in eonclusion,
one or two suggestions of the most
general character. - -

‘Let me then first state where the
difficulty or wrong will not be found.
It will‘hot be found in your southern
climate, seasons or soil. I will not
say that the Almighty could not have
made a goodlier land than this, or
omniscience might have conceived
and omnipotence might have created
& better country. Iwillsay, however,
that it did not please him to do so.

'| [Applause.]

The beauties, the blessings and the
bounties of nature are found in no
zone in richer profusion. In the free-
dom from the extremes of heat and

cold ; in the in ency of cyclones,
afwaﬂi boi e AR

Tin stofms ah dronths "’m

home- made home- co

and of every #wine or growth that |

individual financial independence, let

that process be reversed.. The granite,
foundation of general prospenty is

gaged individual mdepeh endb;

plause.
On the other hand; if legal enact-

ments, or laws of taxatiop,

govemmental policie; are *hﬁ&ﬂbﬂm&

others and hurtful to you, I have only

to say your power is great enough to i

dictate the policies and to chanrre the
laws.' [Applause.] '/ "

If you need diversified mdustms
and increased Home démand (and you

‘and’ ‘manufattures’' are mumberless.
The' encouragements are stamped’-on
the whole face of the eotntry.  They

are in‘the richmess of your minerals, | ple:
that-descends from the stars-is noted

the ' fertility of your' lands and the
seductiveness of your climate. Tho |
whisper in your breezes, 'thunder
your water powers, atid “throb in the
great heart of generous people.  [Ap-
plause.

In calling to order this conventien
of husbandmen 1 know you will unite
in the earnest aspirations that the God
of husbandmen will guide our delib-
erations; discover to us the enemies of
our just rewards, arm us for the con-
flict and vouchsafe to us the victory.

Governor Gordon introduced Mr.
Henry W. Grady as follows:

Gentlemen -of the Convention:
When I a#nounce to you'tHe next
speaker you will thank me that I have
ceased talking. The next speaker is
Henry W .Grady. [Applauses.] I can-
not turn over to him the State—I wish
I could. [Applause and laughter.]
But I have turned over to him the res-
ponsibility of talking for the state, and
he can do it better than any man in
the state. [Applause.]

I am not going to introeuce him; I
have nothing to say about him. I
have ordered him, as commander-in-
chief of the army of this great com-
monwealth, to welcome this great con-
vention and all their friends to the

hospitality of this state. [Applause.]
Mr. Grady appeared, and was
greeted with applause. His speech

had not been prepared, and the rapid-
ity with which he talks renders it al-
most impossible to gét a stenographie
report. The following is a synopsis:
“ It was announced in yesterday’s
constTITUTION,” said Mr. Grady, ¢ that
I was to deliver this address of wel-
come, and as it is my duty to maintain
the veraclty of that highly respected
ffewspaper, even to my embarrassment
and your discomfiture, I am here.
am astonished that Governor Gordon,
at once my governor and my friend,
who, in delivering &' welcome himself,
would have added a magisterial au-
thority I do not possess to an elo-
quence I never hope to have, delega-
ted the duty to me. I am astonished
that he, foremost in évery charge for
your promotmn and last from every
breach in which your rights are threat-
ened, should thave shirked this duty
and laid iton the shoulders of hls
humblé but loving constituent; leavin
me to march behind the bla.zing pat
of his eloquence, much as a one-armed
wood-chopper would follow the track
of a south Georgia cyclone. [Laugh-
ter.] He has not done so because of
my agricultural knowledge. He
‘knows that I am the only living man
who knows less about agriculture than
he does. [Laughter.] But he knows
that he can't beat me being glad t.o‘
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do) the encoma.gerrienta “to " capitalists grow!

fixéd and

1l

Stirred nét b iof, * poisoned not
troggfegaszt by ambition, but,
tranquil, deep breathed, ‘standing stal-

and iudepgndo t in'the sweat of
brow'as he locks the Sutishine in
| the golden gloty of hlS harvest and.

spreads the showers in the verduré of
coniseious of the integrity of
‘that. ennches man w]:nle it
honors God.

“He then dxscussed the cotton plant

and’its enomioué revenue to t.he south.

Of cotton he said :

-« What a° roya.l plant" it is. The

| world wdits 'in attendahce on its

th. :The shower t]mt falls ‘whis-
on its leaves is” hem‘& aréund

‘the eartli: The sun that shines on it
is fempered by the prayers of all peo-

' The*frost'that chills it ‘and dew

2@ the trespass of 4 little' wornr on its
leaf is more'to Bagland than the

advance of thé¢ Russian‘‘army on her | po

Asian outy It-is gold from -the
instant it puts fourth- ‘.tt.a tiny shoot.

Tts fibre is ctirfaiit in‘evéry bank, and
when loosing its fleeces to the sun it

floats its snowy banner that glorifies
‘the field of the humble farmer, that

‘man - is ‘matrshalled under a flag that
will compel the allegiance of the world
and wring a subsidy from every nation
on earth.”

He then said that this income was
peculiar to the south. Not
hers this year and her neighbor’s the
next, but hers every year.

“The heritage that God gave to this
people forever as their own when he
arched our skies, established “our
mouniains, girt us about with the
ocean, loosed the breezes, tempéred
the sunshine and measured the rain.
Ours and our children’s forever. As
princely talent as ever came from His
hand to mortal stewardship.”

"Mr. Grady then said :

« If this enormous revenue of four
hundred million dollars per annum
could be kept at home, if the supplies
that we eat’ were raised on our farms,
and the articles we buy were manufac-
tured in our cities, in ten years the
cotton states would be the richest sec-
tion of the globe.”

He then showed that the cities were
doing their part in keeping at home
this enormous revenue. He said :

“ There are 230,000 artisans at work
in the south today that were not here
in 1880, and this does not include the
thousands that are building new enter-
prises. ‘We manufactured last year
$213,000,000 worth of articles that six

éa.rs followmg the cotton exposition
173 new cotton mille have been built
in the south, starting 1,000,000 new
spindles. The south is w1tnesamg to-
day an industrial revolution for wmch
history has no preceedent. Figu
do not mieasure it and a.mazement is
simply limited by comprehension. ' If
the Piedmont exposition can fairly
epitomizé it, that show will be ‘the
miracle of the day. At every turn we
stop the outflow of mioney. Six years
8go Georgia‘bought 166,000 tons of
commercial fertilizers, for which she
paid seven million dollars, every dol-
lar of which went north. Tast year
she used 160,000 tons, of which 125,-
000 tons were made in Géorgia, of
Carolina phosphates, Georgia ' cotton
meal and sulphuric acid reduced from
natural iron pyrites. Thus one state
in‘one item has checked the outflow
of six million dollars per snnum and
wlll'douuethoespwny -of her facto-

length, showihg the enormous growt}, |
of industrial movements in the g dql
He then praised the work of southery
farmer, who, out of nothing ty ennl
years ago but bare landsand de solated
fields had prodnced last year a crop of
$715,000,000. |
o Indeed " he said. “1 think the

farmer deserves more credit than hje |
friends in the city. T shall always |
maintain that there is no recorg of he. |
roism to surpass the’ rebuilding of t}e
south by her sons returning from v, |
This work glonoils everywhere wag |
easier in the city“than in the coyntry.
There amid the clamor of the multi.
tude, quickened By the sense of coy,
radeship hea.rlng fhe heart beat of 3
friendfon every-side, led hy example
and’stiing by eriticism the work was
easy ‘forinspiration was constant. Byt
have you thought of the farmer thgt
had ‘returned to the solitude of his gis.
iled hidme ? - Have 'you thought of
him'ds he wandered through his ¢ empty
barns, his desolated fields, his stock
labor and implements gone, his neigh-
bors slain, and even the son ‘who was |
to be the ‘staff of age, or the father |
who was to be the guide of youth anq
the brother at once comrade and kips.
man resting beneath the same far off
sky, happier in his tranquil grave thay |

| he who was left in this sad perplexity,

Think of him as he gathers together
the fragments of his wreck and goes
afield, urging with kindly hand his
borrowed mule, planting cotton a
twenty-five cents and marketing it at
fifteen, paying sixty per cent usury on |
all he buys and buying ev erything on |
credit, his crop mortgaged before it is
planted his children in want, his neigh-
borhood in chaos, without church or
school, working under new conditions
without guidance, retrieving each er-
ror by a wasted year, and struggling |,
to every truth through costly exper-
ience, working all day long adown the
furrow, and at night almost hopeless,
going back to his dismantled house ||
broken and cheerless, where his wife—
thank God—cheerful even in her sor-
row, leads him to forget his troubles
as she brings him to listen to the chirp-
ing of the cricket beneath their hearth-
stone, while she ministers with infinite |
grace to his loving heart. I love to |
think of him, for he is my countryman, |
as he walked those terrible days, day

after day, behind his plow, hearing no
voice save the approval of his con-
science, and having no friend near him |,
save Nature that smiles back at lis |}
earnest touch and God that sends him
the message of good cheer though the
passing breeze and whispering leaves.

Closing he said :

“I thank God over and again for
the time and place of my birth—that
I came into manhood when the south,
merging from unspeakable sorrow,
prostrated and impoverished, called
her sons to hLer side, and that I was
born of her bosom and sworn to her
service. Had I been an alien her sor-
rows would have touched me, and I
should have sought her banner, but
born of her soil and holding heirship
to her sorrow I have never had an
aspiration that would not hallow hers.
Have you thought, my countrymen, of
the glorious work at our hands, and
the glorious casis in which we “efe
born? We stand for the integrity of
a splendid civilization, from the spirit
of which we cannot in honor or rever
ence depart but which we must carty
unstained into new conditions. It 18

science of agriculture ? It embracés,

thé uniformity of its mﬁs, the pro-:
not only the understanding of the 80118%1

gthgtlwn“féh, 1% s%)eﬁs and the value!
'ite staplés, it"is'‘perhaps without &
rival. Of‘all the’ countries that have,

see'you. [Applause.T
“They say that when you wake a
‘Georgian from sudden sleep he ex-.
tends his hand and says “howdy; I am
%la.d to see you,” as he rubs his eyes.
ow much more welcome then are ou
who come at urgent invitation an
pursuit of a nople purpose. It isgood
that this welcome is spontaneous, for!
my duties have been ‘0 pressing that
I have not had time for thinking.
Straight from my heart to my hpa and |
from my lips to you I bid you wel-
come to Georgia. "We are glad to see
you. Now, I'have said that so cor-
di_ally and so _complebely that I have
nothing else to say. As mortal hand
cannot gild the sunset nor refine the
lily,'so is there no heartier welcome
than when a rgian says My fnneg, ’
I'wélcome you to my home.” ™
Mr. Grady then said that he had )
few thoughts which had come to hrm
casually and had been churned mto,.
enenty to your profits and 'préspe i"?i“’m e bleﬁ lilmt;mmq;yd
rit r this in on Mr.
| maklife could still ‘survive. But de- | Whetsare: mmm’; eulognmedﬂ:lé ers s & man who
| stroy agriculture, and'where would be |fbes; " witése" > power is sufi- 'smmumss , not with mah bt
.y&rmmymr.mm cignt “to ‘turn ‘into “oth "poelwﬁe SONS d?mhiﬂlbﬁunea
0 rofits which shiould ‘eome to yours? ‘the natiire) exhatist. | there are now’ mlctﬂﬂ
mm theym 'thy lusto thoowwho tap 1t~ﬂudy-*aa& tion thi

| ries“in “ancther year. ' Twenty "yeirs,
agowewasted three million “tons of
cotton seed by dumping in’ the river'
or burning i Lastyearwerun
15:1& hundréd thousand tots through
hundred /and forty-six oil mills,
exﬂ?‘dﬁh eight million dollars worth
of o ed into fourteen million dol-
lars vilye and turned back the cotton.
méal to the farmer, better for food or
fertﬂjzer O;ti:n before it was robbed of
its o company is now building
ﬁ@no:l mills in the south that wﬂl
treat next seasop two hundred thou-
sand tops one million
tondoronethn-d “of the crop, &nd pro-
ducing ten niillion dollars worth of.
crude oil. = The fertilizing value of the!
cotton seed which ‘was burned or
drowned twent; 'ago is one hun-
dred and forty ion dollars ‘more,
TR R T
orthwest com ore amaz- { spring and aytumn meet in the
;f than all, in 1880 ‘the south pro- 3 sugmer Corn, cotton, clover, to-
eod‘fonh' h’undt%d thousand tons of | bacco, wheat ‘and the grasses grov 111;
one inclosure. The peaﬁllrd“nfnzp I;,e
fipen in }he ﬁmte orcaste. . eapple

grow every

| to the Siberian cral $ o i

| exhaustless, our miinés rich, our 4 roo
ries ~hed; -our lands perfect.

A g i e

ours to . show. that a land that pros
pered with slaves shall prosper )et
more w1t‘.h freedom, that a people
feated in war shall triumph in peace
and that set apart for a century they
| shall "enter the lists in poverty and
emerg:e in p rit —-holdmg sacred
every. honorable tradition yet turning
their faces steadfast and dauntless to
the future. How are we keeping this
trust ?. There are those who 88y thﬂf»
| our farmers are losing ground and
ing driven backward from their fa.rmg
as our fathers were driven backwar
from Appomattox and Chattanoogs-
This convention may decide that the
farmers in the south are in worse CO
dition than they were ten years ago:
Is this true, and if so, why isit? We
have a land unsu in nchnesg
and fertility. A climate in Whic A
winter is but a passing breath a0

and their mode of treatment, but of
heat, of moisture, of the laws of labor, |
| of supply and dem&nd of finance and | been tested by long experience, this |
| taxation. Agriculture is at-oncé the | séction combines more eléments that
| foundation, the support and ‘the gusr- | are sought and fewer that are shunned .
| dian .of all material interests of so- | intelligent men in their ‘search for
| ciety. It is the greatest of the sciences, | profit in ti and comfort in homes.
the noblest of arts, the ‘most inde- | Tt' is a land of sunshine without the
pendent of calling; in a-word, it is the | sunstrokes. It is, a little
fruitful mother from whose generous | sunburnt but t.ly sunbs):'ssed [Ap-

breast all the avocations of men draw | plause and Iatighter.]

their nut.nment and their life. [Ap- If, therefore, we are not growing

rich as farmers, let us not look for the
Let ;un who doubts the accurhcy

cause of depression in a lack of lavish
of this statement, or regards it as the  kindness and endowments by ' Mother
langnage of - extmvagance im

Natum “The fault does not lte at her
some fiendish power with death

door
ing wand, blighting and bhati:ng at

‘Nor can it be founid in the character
| one fell blow nil of the harvests of the | of your ecupation. * A§already shown,
world. ‘Where then would ' life be

thér’ farmer carries upon hisbacka.ll
found ? Youw might check all mer:

1 ; the ifidustries of the om'thf and-is en-
- ¢handise, stop all commeree, dm titled, therefore, to earth’s mmst and
all manufactures, but agricul

riehedl;mwudm “Where "then is th
still' live, - Thohmnmnoeandini e

fﬁ.‘
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