THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER: JANUARY 12, 1

crE s e S SR AT R e, T Y T T R

THE TELEGRAPH AND TELE
PHONE.

Properly Parts of the Posteffica System- -
A Wide Difference Between this Idea
andthatand the Government Qwn-
ership of the Railroads.

[Correspondence of the Lamdmark.]

In framing the Federal Constitution,
it was wisely provided that ** Congress
should have the power to establish
postoffizes and post roads.” (Constitu-
tion U. S., Art. 1, Sec, 8) This has
always been interpreted as not only
conferring the power but imposing the
duty of establishing and maintaining
an adequate and eflicient postal service
for the country, and to that end adopt-
ing the means which experience aud
the progress of invention should prove
best adapted for the purpose. There
is nothing in this clause of the Consti-
tution which restricts Congress to the
use of the methods or the facilities
which were in use at the time of the
adoption of the Constitution.

When cheaper postage and an uni-
forin rate were demonstrated to be ad-
vantageous by the example of the Eng-
lish postoffice under Sir Rowland Hill,
Congress promptly applicd the same in
our own postal service. In like man-
ner followed the use of postage stamps,
the introduction of free delivery into
cities, the adoption of the money order
system, the issuance of postal notes
and many other improvements in the
handling and distribution of the mail
None of these things were dreamed of
by the framers of the Constitution.
They were details wisely left to be
worked out by the progress and intelli-
genceof succeeding generations. When
our postoffice was first inaugurated
mails were carried on horseback, or, in
a few instances, by mail coaches
When steam was introduced, the
postofiice promptly availed itself of
the ncw agency. In fact every appli-
ance and every improveément to facili-
tate the social and business intercourse
of the public have been laid hands on
and been munde stibservient tH that pur
pose, save one. \Why the department
has been furced to stand still in the
presence of the agency which is most
especially adapted for that purpose,
and after having availed itself of the

otent energies of steam has refrained
rom the use of the more potent agency
of electricity. is weil knvan toall men.
The telegraph snd the telephone are
the pcst of the rapidly advaneing and
near at hand twentieth century and it
may be well 10 eonsidcr why the Posr
office Deputment has not adopted
them and why 1t should do so.

It has not failed to adlopt them he-
cause it is anconstitutional to do so.
This is too plain for argnment It

would be easy to fill pages with cifa
tions of legal authorities showing its
constittutionality, Indecd, it
bettersaid that itisuncons-itusion:d for
the government not to adopt them for
the purpo=e of givinz the people the
best and cheapest and speediest postal
facilities which the moss improved
methods known to science can afford
The clause of the Constitution i3 under-
stood te be mandutory upon the Na-
tional Government to establish and
maintain a proper postal service, sinee
in the face of that provision neither
States nor private companies can do so.
Besides, the first telegraph established
was in fact a part of our postoffice and
its continuance as such, at a time when
the goverunment was in the hands of
strict copstrucrionists, was recom-
mended by Hon. Cave Johnson, the
then Postmaster General. This wise
recommendation was not acceded to
simply because Congress, not foresse
ing the value and importance of the
invention, deemed the price asked by
the inventor too great and in an evil
hour permitted this great agency to

ass into private hands. The public
interests, the popular will and the eon
stitutianal prowvision, all alike require
its restoration to its original function
as a part of an enlightened and pro
gressive postal service.

Nor can it be said that it would be
an experiment. Every civilized coun-
try with the sole exception of ours has
long sinee made the telegraph a pars of
its postal eervice and in all it has
worked satisfactorilv. The rates in
Great Britain and Ireland are, like
postage, uniform for all distances and
are one cent a word. In Germany, the
rate is about the same. and in Austria
less. Ia France and Belgium, the rate
is under ten cents (half a franc) for ten
words between any two paoints. No
department of the postoffice in any
country pays better than the telegraph.
In most countries the telephone, too,
has been added.

It is very certain that the telegraph
and telephone as parts of our postal
service would not only wonderfully
improve the means of intercouse but it
is believed that a very cheap uniform
rate—probably five cents a messagoe—
would pay a handsome revenue to the
government,

In the presence of exorbitant ratesto
which weare accustomed this willseem
hazardous, but reflection will show
that it is not. Telegraph wire costs
less than %3 per mile; poles in our
country are not expensive, the cost of
erecting them light; the chemicals for
use of the wires are Inexpensive.
Where. then, is the cost?! The govern
ment pays freight to railroads, steam-
boats and star routes and sends letters
across the continent at two cents and
around the world for five cents. The
last Postmaster-General's report states
that while, owing to the cost of heavy
packages and matter carriel free, there
1S a deficiency im the postoffice, yet on
the carriage of letters there is a net
revenue annually of $30,000 000. Why,
then, is it chimerical to state that mes
sages sent by wire, at the cost of a few
cheap chemicals and with no freight to
be paid, would not pay a profit of five
cents per message of ten words?

It may be noted that the telephone
patent expires next March. Now i the
time for Congress to adopt it for the
postoffice and establish a telephone at
every country postoffice. The advan-
tages to the rural population would be
manifold. Physicians could be sum
moned promptly for the sick. Wit
nesses and others summoned to court
could be notified what day or hour to
attend and be saved useless hours

telephone

conld be '

hanging around the eourt house. A
telephone message to the nearest rail
way station would ascertain whether
expected freight had come and the
farmer would saved a needless trip
of his wagon over bad roads. News
of approaching frostscould be promptly
distributed through the country dis
tricts and many a valuable crop saved.
These may seem homely purposes to
dwellers in ecities, but they would de
yrive country life of some of 1ta draw-
acks and be a boon to a portion of
our population who claim that they
bear their full share of the burdens of
government and receive less than themr
share of its benefits, It comes, too, ar
a time when they are disposed toassert
and maintain their right to be better
considered in a distribution of the ad
vantages of governmental favor. For
this service, 1t might well be provided
that for telephonic messages within ihe
county or for a distance of less than
fifty miles, the charge would be only
two cents. A system similar to this
now prevails in Austria and some other
countries. The postmaster could very
easily keep his aceounts either by the
use of stamps or by a uicklein the
slot, attached to rhe instrument If
the telephone is not now adopted by the
government some gigantic corporaiion,
gome vast syndicats, will be sure to
utilize it and when hereafter govern
ment shall be foreed to take it up for
the public rervice, Congress will be
waved off as trespassing upon private
and vested rights, as is already the
caso with the telegraph.

The use of the telephone would de
prive of validity the only arguments of
any weight which have becn used
against the adoption of the telegraph
by the postoflice. These arguments
are: -

1. That the telegraph would be nzed
by 5.000.000 of people, and that the
other 57,000,000 would have to say for
it. Aside from the fact that the tele-
graph here, as in England and else-
where, when used by the postoffice and
placed at a moderate uniforin rate
would pay a profit, ve have the adl
ditional fact that by ihe adoption of
the telephone at country postoflices
the rural masses would be users of the
new agency of inter eommuutcation as
well as the busiuess men of the cities,

2 It s urged that the mimber of em-
ployees of the government would be
vastis mereased.  This argument, Loo,
loses 1t= foree, if it has any, by the ad-
dition of the telephone,  For all dis
taress under two hundred miles the
can be used and the present
'!,'I'(’."tili'::‘-'-fi 'S 45N Ur COAITSe 10sse i,ll(‘!]’l

\ fov telegoaph contres, one or two
for wach State, eoinld be established,
to which all loog distance messawes

woullid be sent o be ghere dispstehed
by telegraph. A these eontres there
would be a .it-.IT, mare ur Ir‘:lh‘ l-t'-‘z:‘. uf
of operators. »mi the eivil serview miles
would apply 23 they already do to the
same postoffices The annual increase
in the number of postmasters and post-
ofli ‘e t'i]l]l!tiyt‘i‘?\ e reason of the in-
crea~ed service igabout 5.000, For the
reasons above given it may be doubled
if the addition of the telegraph and
telephone to the postoffico will add
more than the presgeat natural incerease
of one year. Boe=ides this inerease
will be at centres and will be altogether
of civil service appomtees and non-
partisan.

8 The argument as to the expen-e of
delivering m:ssages would also be
destroyed by the use of telephones,
since in country disiricts the message
would simply go to the postoffice, and
in towns and their suburbs the nuiver-
sality of private telephones which will
come into g neral use oa the expiration
of the telephone patent, would muke it
easy to deliver messagas; besides, gov
ernment could and would have numer-
ous telephone sub postoffices in overy
place of size. '

The Western Union and its champions
always adroitly couple opposition to
governmental ownership of the tele
graph with its ownership of railro .ds
This1s to avail themselves of the strong
opposition and the forceful reasous
which can be given against the latter
measure, But the two measures have
nothing whatever in common. Gov-
ernment ownership of telegraphs and
telephones is within the constitutional
provision and does not concern the ex
tension of governmental authority to
new subject matter, but it is the simple
adoption of proper faeilities for the
postal service commensurate with the
progress of invention. No argument
can be used against it which would not
be equally walid against the adminis-
tration of the postoflice itself by the
government. Yet we may well believe
that if the mail were handled by the
same monopoly it would not be as satis
factorily done as at present and post-
age would be as high as telegraphing is
now, ' '

Whatever the demerits or merits of
the cry rai-ed in some quarters for
government ownership of railroads, it
has no connection with this matter. if
ratlroads were used solely for the pur
pose of transmiiing mai matter, the
case would be parailel and the govern.
ment could take charge of them under
the power to establish post roa’s. But
railroads are used mostly for the con-
veyance of passengers and freights,
which is fureign to the purposes of the
postoffice, and to the extent that they
can be used for mail purposes govern-
ment does take charge of them and as-
serts 1ts exclusive right. If railroads
are ever taken over by the government
it must be on some other ground than
as post roads, for in that capacity they
are in government employ alreadyv. It
is probable that public needs will re-
quire a stricter and closer control and
supervision of rairoacs than hereto-
fore, but as to the telegraph and tele
phone, from their very nature they
should be exclusively used by the
National Government for the cheap,
speedy and reliable exchange of com-
muunication between the people,

This will not prevent railroads from
having their own telegraph lines for
their own business, nor forbid telephone
exchanges incitles and towns, Asnow
persons and eorporations can send their
own letters by their own messengers,
s0 they can send telegrams and tele-

honic messages on their own business
gy their own wires. The prohibition

will extemd, a3 is now the sase, enly o

-oln

' favor of a himites

the sending of mail or messages for
others.

The public demand in this direction
for adoption of these, the cheapest and
speediest means of inter-communica-
tion, by the government, is beyond
question. It can be ascertained by
conversation in any gathering where
the subjact is discussed. The Karmers’
Alliance has adopted the measure as
one of its " demands.” The boards of
trade of New York, Philadelphia, Pitts-
burg, Baltimore. Cincinnati, San Fran
cisco, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, St
Paul and numerous other cities have
petitioned for it. The vast majority of
the press, wherever they have taken
side s, have favored it. A measure so
feasible, 8o needed, so much desired by
the publiec and demanded by the wants
of the age, has a powvrfnl opponent,
though indead we say but one, for the
Western Union Telegraph Company,
after having crushed out or bou -‘ht off
all its opponents except the ki’uatnl
Telezraph Company, (so-called) has
arranged with 1t by which rates are
to be maintained. It may be well,
therefore, to examine into some of the
reasons which linpel th. t giganiic cor
poration to put forth efforts so power
ful that up to the present tune it hus
throttled the popular will and defied
the progressive gpirit of the times. The
capital stock of that company in 1858
was $358.7800. It declared stock divi
dends between 1858 and 1868 (eight
yvears) of $17,810 146, and added only
31,037,950 for new lines, making its
capital 1st July, 1566 $20 133 880 uine
tenths of which was water. One year
from that date it cooilly doubled its
capital by making it $40.568.308. The
largest dividend up to 1874 in any one
yvear was 414 per cent. For a period of
soven years its dividends averaged 100
per cent. a year on its average capital.
At one time 1t distributed $10.080.000
of stock to its shareholders. Its capital
stock now, by virtue of successive
waterings, is nearly $100,000,000 and

lon that sam it pays dividends that

make it one of the bhest paying invest
ments in the country. Every inveat
ment of $1,000, in 1838, in the Waeastern
Union Telegraph stock, will have e
ceived up to st September, €60.00) in
stock dividends and cash dividends of
$100,000, or an average of 300 per cent,
dividends per year. It huas realiged
3$100,000 009 of net profits in 25 : ears
by its high ehinrges  These iigures are
uncontroverted statemment:, made to
the committee of the lagt U ingress be-

862.

ST

rts these mainly if it is nos
ﬁo farnm%borem of our land,
and we would say to them beware how
they use the pen lest it be done to their
own hurt. But now to the resolutions.

Resolved By Branch Alliance, No.
971, in council assembled, that we do
heartily condemn the partisan prees
for the bitter manner in which they
are fighting our national officers and
Alliance principles which we hold to
be as sacred as gospel truths.

24. That we send this to Tex Pro-
Gressive Farxer for publication and
request reform papers to eopy.

R. I. PLAYER, Bec'y.

W. B. PLAYER. Pres’t,

FOR THE FARMERS.

Jareful estimates, made by those
competent to judgs, fix the yirld of the
present Kansas wheat crop al not less
than fifty million bushels. If sold
within the next sixty days it will not
command to exceed 75 cents per bushel,
whi'h wonld bring the farrers $37.-
000 0000, Experts (basing their pre-
dictions on c¢rop reports all over the
world) are very confident tlist wheat
next year will command $1.25 per
bushel, making a differenre between
present prices and the predicted price
of next spring of $25.000,000 on the
Kansas crop alone. Under our present
finincial system that §25,000,000 wiil
go nto the pocker of the speculavor,
thus making the rich richer and the
poor poorer, whilst under the Sub-
Treasury plan the farmers of Kanses
would get that extra $25.000,.000. Who
do you say I8 justly entitled 1o it, the
farmers who produce it, or the specu-
lator who, through the manipu!ation of
of a robber svstem of finances, is en-
abled to “"rake it n."

1 would hke some of the advocates
of our present financial system to point
out wherein the above illustration is
fallacious, or wherewn the Sub-Treasury
plan, as illustrated in theabove, wonld
be detrimental to the best interests of
the country. Come. gentlemen, you
have got to face the music. These
questions are being discussed, and we
want them fairly met, not with ridiculs
and abuse, but with clian cut, logical
arguments.  We bhave a right to de
mand that inuch; nothing lesa will we

accept.—Home Advocale, Mapleton,
o,
RESOLUTIONS FROM PAWMLICO

fore whom that company was repre

whenn 1t was

After this showing can there ba af
tached any weight to the arguments of
its newspapors and atiorueys or any
doubt of the need by the public of a
governmentul telegrapht If at the
present ) igh rates there has Leeu so
great and enormous profit can there be
any doubt that hers, as in Eugland, a
vastly iner ased business and a avill
larger profit wounld follow the taking
over of the legraph by the postoffice,
with concurrent establishment of
reasonable ratest

The President of the Western Union.
Dr. Norvin Green, stated that in 1868
the average profit to the company was
41 cents on each message. Ile claims
that the average protit on each mesaage
now is only 7§ cents and he shows that
the number of messages in the last 20
years has increased nearly nine-fold—
from 6,400 000 in 1868 to #4,100.000 in
1859 1f this be true as to the profit,
yet it shows that a large reduction in
governmental hands 8 still possible
and a vast increase in the -number of
maossages would be an ivmediate con
sequence.

As has been well said “of all the
monopolies the telegraph system of
this conniry, substantially owned and
controlled Ly one man, 18 the worst
and most dangerous of them all. 1Itis
no longer safe or expedient to entrust
into the hands of one overpowering
monopoly the telegraph business of
this country. It is a power that not
only ean be used but has been per-
verted for purposes hostile to the best
interests of the people; the markets of
the country, its nances and 1its com-
mercial Intereste (0 80 large an extent
depend upon the honest and honorable
administration of the company that
the people are not in a mood 1o repose
a trust of this kind any 1 mger without
competition in the hands of a stock-
jobbing corporation.”

The proposition for the government
ownership of the telegraph and tele
phone will come up with renewed em-
phasis before the next Congress, Like
Janquo’s ghest, 1 is a question which
*will not down.” It is just and right
that the public demand should be
granted and such demands, like free-
dom's battle, once begun, * though
baffled oft,” we know, ‘*are ever won.”

It is an anomaly which eannot last
that we should strain every nerve and
increase expenditure to save from one
to two hours in the rapid carriage or
delivery of mails when a single enact
ment of Congress all such messages as
require the hastily-sought expedition
could be delivered almost instantly by
the use of electricity and at the rate,
say. of five cents per message.

Has not the public cause to desire
this measure as surely as the present
monopoly has reason for the earnest
and persistent fight it has made for so
many years aganst it?

WaLTER CLARK.

Raleigh, N, C.

ey &t
JURGAW, Pender Co., N, C.,

Mr Ebrror:— At a repnlar meeting
of Branch Alliance, held on Dec. 19¢h,
15801, the annexed resolutions were
unanimously adopted. I will say to you
before giving the resolutions that our
Aliiance is not a large one in number
but strong in the faith of Alliance
principles. We stand equare on the
Ocala demand and we intend to stand
up solid for our beloved National Presi-
dent, Polk, and the Alliance, the par-
tisan press to the contrary notwith-
standing; and we wish to say to the
partisan press that we think that when
they are fighting the Alliance and its
officers that they are eutting off their
own nose to gpite their fase. In f
of this fast we ask who it i FEO0

88K who it is that sup-

sented by its president, its able array !

of counsel and numerous lubhiyists, and ! b
ull*np(,uaiu,_: A INeasuars |
adoprion of the tele §
sraph by the postoffice. l
!

COUNTY.

We, the nndsrsigned commiites as-
pomnted at onr last regular meeting of
frent Alll oo, No 1.374, tO draft reso
Iutions,

Resoleod, That we heartily endorae
oir worthy 'resident, 1., L. Polk, and
will staud by hun as long as he can sup-
pori the Ocila platform. We endoiwe
this Ocala platform from beginning to
end We cannot support any one tohat
will not come to our nlfmunds.

24, That we believe that the cause of
the low pricea of products is by the
scarcity of the curreney in eirculation,
We believe in the free and unlimited
comage of silver and the Sub-Treasury
or land loan or something better.

3d. That we favor the low tariff bat
do not think that alone will bring re-
lief.

4th, That we consider the present
national banking system both ruinous
and injurious to the farmer and labor-
ing classes, and we do demand the re
peal of the present banking system, also
we demand a return to the old banking
gystem prior to the Iast war.

5th. That we are opposed to sending
any delogate to the national convention
who i3 not in favor of tha free coinage
of silver, or who will cast his vote for
any candidate for the presidency who
is opposed to the free coinage of silver.
We recommiend that the Senators and
President be el-cted by the popular
vote of the people. We demand that
United States bonds be taxed as other
property, as we consider this class leg
islation and we request our representa
tives and Senators 1n Congress to intro-
duce and have passed a bill to that
effect,

These resolutions we unanimously
adopted at a regular meeting of Trent
Alliance, No. 1.374, Dec 19th, 1891,

6th. That a copy of these resolutions
be sent to THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER
and other papers that are in sympathy
with the Alliance please copy.

P. J DANIELS,
JAMES SPRUILL,
J. E. CAROON,
Committee,
8. B. Laxg, Chm'n.
T. J. SAWYER, Pres't.
— e —

SOCIETY IN BIG CITIES.

Famons Social Leaders to Tell Exactly
What it is Like,

The social life in our large cities is
one of the most fascinating studies in
the world. The women who comprise
it are naturally the most beautiful and
the most brilliant of their sex. Never
have we, however, seen this whirl of
socivty through the eyes of those who
are its leaders. We have seen it from
the ontuide, as it were, but now we are
to have glimpses of it from the inside,
During 1892, The Ladies’ Home Jour-
nal will give its readers these glimpses
in a series of interesting articles under
the title **Social Life at Six Cents.”
Mrs. Durton Harrison, the author of
“*The Anglomaniacs,” is to write of
“Social Life in New York,” and none
can speak of it with so much authority
as she who is one of its social leaders.
Mra  Admiral Dahlgren will portray
** Wachington Society,” and Mrs. Annie
de Koven, daughter of Senator Farwell,
will write of *"Soecial Life in Chicago.”
'l:uet-n Boston, Philadelphia and San
Francisco will follow., These articles
will tell exactly what social lifein a
great city means, how dinners are
arranged and given: how the women
dress and act; the etiquette of the best
parlors; what the dail v life of a society
woman means: how girlsareintroduced
mto the social swim and make their
debut, and the other hundred and one
things which are most interesting to
read and- know about in social life and
warfare, The Journal series will be a
splendid one, without question, and
will give Lhousands a new idea of what
it means to be ‘'in society” in the

COMPARISON OF SUB-TREASURY
AND NATIONAL BANKING
SYSTEM.

Our friends, the bankers, would do
will to note the following points of
comparison between the Sub-Treasury

lan and the national banking system.

ey both involve the coliaterals with
the government to secure the redemp
tion of the note imsued by the govern-
ment as money. Both involve paper
promises to pay, printed by the gov-
ernment, and iatended to circulate as
money. Both involve the payment of
interest to the government at the rate
of 1 per cent. per annum for the use of
the money. In both systems the gov
ernment guarantees the redemption of
the bills. In the national banking sy&-
tem, however, the government receives
its own promissory bonds as collateral,
put does not inerease its assets thereby
to the value of any thing. It simply
decreases its liabilities to the amount
of 10 per cenut., the difference between
the amount of new promises to pay
and the amount of the cold ones de-
posited. In the Sub Treasury plan,
however, th= new issue is added to the
liability of the gsvernment, and at the
same time a lhike amount and 25 per
cant. more is added to the available
assets in the shape of wheat and cot
ton, exchangeable for gold 1n the
principle markat of the world. —South-
ern Alliance Farmer.
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AN ADDRESS.

To all citizens of the Unifed States.

GREXTI®G:—-he undersigned have
been appointed & commitiee 1o 155U an
address setting forth the objects and
purposes of 1the great conference of pro
ducers which has been called to con-
vene in St. Louis, on the 22ad day of
February, 1842

The call forsaid conference originated
with the National Farmers' Alliance
and Industrial Union st Ocala., Fla
in Decesnber, 1890, as follows: ‘' This
body gives its sanction and call for a
meeting to be held about Februars,
1892, t) be compowed of delegates from
all orzanigations of producers upon a
fair basis of representation, for the
vurpsase of a gemeral and thorough con-
erence upon the demands of each, and
to the end thas all may agree upon a
joint set of demands just prior to the
next national campaign, and agree
upon the proper methods for enforcing
such demands If the people, by dels
gates coming from them direct, agree
that a third party move I8 necessary,
it need not b= feared. That the next
sesgion of thiz Supreme Council elect
delegates from this Order to represent
it in said national conference of pruo-
ductive orzanizations for political pur-

oeea.” Committees from the National
"armers’  Allilance and Industrial

Union, the Knights of Labor, the Na-
tional Citizens' Alliance, and the Col
ored National Farmers' Alliance and
Co operative Union met in Washing
tom, D). O, January 24, 1891, and chose
a national executive committee, and
fixed the time forthe coming conference
at February 22d, 1892, and instructed
their executive committee to decide on
the place of meeting and the basis of
representation. The call for the great
11bor conference has since been ratified
and accepted by practically all farmers’
and laborers’ organizations. The na-
tional executive committee met at In
dianapolis, Ind , on the 18th day of
November, and fixed the basis of rep
resentation, and appointed a committee
to choose the place of meeting.

This shows the call to be regular, and
to be =upported by millions of pepple
scattered throughout every section of
this broad land. A movement of such
great extent and popularity involves
great forces and must wield great
power; its causes, objects, purposes
and methods, therefore, are important
subjects of consideration.

The causes are many and depend on
combinaticns of eircumstances that
have been transpiring for yeirs; many
of them are today unnoticed, and to
attempt even a list of the causes would
be almost an endless task, but promi
nent among the causes for this great
movement, causes which should fill
with alarm and concern every loyal eiti
zen of thisgovernment, are: Therapid
accumulation of the wealth of the na
tion in the hands of a few, and the gen-
eral impoverishment and discontent of
the masses; a financial syatem that
furnishes a volume of money which at
one geason of the year 15 so redundant
that money is worth in the metropolis
only 1 per cent. on jcall. wh'le at an
other season it is so inadequate that
money ranges as high as 185 per cent.
on call, thereby entailing great hard-
ghip and distress upon all classes as a
rcsuit of unstability of prices. Thegen
aoral and widespread belief on the part
of the masses that the government is
administered in the interest of a favored
class (whether this be true or not, the
fact that such belief exists is a matter
of public concern) in spite of the wise
and just provisions of the Constitution.
Boss rule methods and the distmbution
of millions of corruption money by po
litical organizations:; the depressed
condition of all productive pursuits,
the menace to iree government in-
volved in the shameful abuses of ag-
gregated wealth, using combinations of
transportation companies to control
le zislative and judicial proceedings,
the foreign invasion which 1s received
and allowed to exact tribute on account
of the unavailability of American
wealth in business, the plainly visible
wide separation between the govern
ment and the people who seem to feel
that they are pushed aside for the poli-
tician and lose a proper interest in gov-
ernment affairs, that monster, the
mortgage, which is rapidly devouring
the libert:es and the independence of
the grandest and best people the sun
evershownupon, and whose conscience-
less exactions must soon bring on a
climax of violence unless wise councils
shall prevail and the cause of justice
assert itself. These among the many
causes are sufficient to eunlist the sup-
port of all patriouic citizens in any
landable effort to wrest American in-
stitutions from such abuses and restore
them to the foundations laid by the

largess sities of our land. 4

signers of she Declaration of Indepen-
denee.

——

ting ia,

The ovject of the coming meae
under the blessing of God, to confer
and agree upon the wisest, fairest ap d
moit Just means of relief in the interegt
of the whole people, and to announce
declaration of principles upon Whi;.ﬁ
all are agreed to stand and demand
laws to carry out. For this purpoge
every organigation of producers ip this
broad land is invited to send delegateg
and participate in the deliberationg
For the love of our country, for the
sake of your family, in view of yoyuy
duty to prosperity, and pursuant of
your responsibility to God, come! ang
let this be the second Declaration of [y,
dependence for the American pecple in
which instead of throwing off the yoke
of a tyrant king they liberate posterity
from threatened industrial tyrany ang
s'avery,

The purpose of the meeting will b
developed when the delegates of the
people assemble. It is idle to suppoge
that they will adopt a set of demunds
without making adequate provision tg
enforce them. Itis not for this com.
mittee to say what the purposes wij)
be, but it is the duty of this committee
to urge the intelligence, wisdom and
virtue of the land to participate in the
deliberations and abide the results of
that meeting.

C. W. Macuse
HERMAN BAUMGARTEN,
THOMAS W. GILRETH,
JOHN P, STEELE,
Committee,
ot

A MILLION A WEEK.

The Net Clearings of the Railroads Dur-
ing the Year 189go0.

The advance sheet of Poor's Manual
of Railroads for 1891 show that about
5,500 miles of new road were built in
the United States in 1890, making the
total mileage butlittle less than 167,000,
The liabilities of the companies are 10§
millions, of which over 4} millions are
capital, over five millions fundeld debt,
one-third million unfunded debt, and a
little over one-quarter million current
debt.

On the other side of the balance cheet
18 found 8% millions as the cost of road
and equipments, 1§ miilions in real
estate, stocks, bonds and other invest-
ments, and one half million in cash,
bills receivable and current accounts,
Ovwer 528 million passengers were car-
ried about 25 miles each, and 701} mil
lion tons of freight wers carried about
108 miles each.

The pagsenger earnings were 2734
millions, freight 740§ mllions, other
sources 72 millions, a total of over ona
billion. The operating expenses were
7441 millions and the net earnings 311}
millions. Other receipts, including
rentals, were 118§ millions, making a
total available revenue of 455% milliona,

The payments on fixed charges
amounted to over 4(3% millions, leav-
ing the excess of available revenue
about one million a week for the year.

—p -

RESOLUTIONS.

The following resnlutions were passed
by Mst. Carmel Alliance, Rockingham
county, N. C., Dec. 26, 1891:

WHEREAS, The partisan papers and
the party leaders of the South continue
to slander the leaders of the Allance,
and to abuse its workings, and seem to
wan! to make us vote for Cleveland for
President in 1892,

tesolved, That we will stick to Col.
L. L. Polk as long as he sticks t) the
Order, and that we pronounce such
attacks as cowardly, and each attack
upon the Alliance or its officers makes
us stronger in the faith,

2. That we will not vote for Cleve-
land 1f he is nominated, nor for any
other man who will not pledge to
gupport the Alliance and especially the
Sub Treasury.

3. That all members that will love
either of the old parties more than he
does the Allianee onght to quit the
Alliance and be true to his colors,

4. That we reaffirm our allegiance to
the Alliance and promise to stand by
its demands against all opposition,

5. That a copy of these reszoluticns
be zent to THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER
and Webster's Weekly with request to
publizh

W. I. Davis, Seeretery
Carmel Alliance.
e T

ENCOURAGE

BUSINESS AGENT.
MT. OLIVE, N. C.
Mr. Epitor:—F¥or the benefit snd

encouragement of the brethren, [ wish
to say that I havesaved at least 25 per
cent. on some articles in buying
through our State agency. Brethren,
this is one of our plans to save middle
men’s profits, and bring the manufac
turer and consumer together. Brethren,
let us patronize our own business
agency, and thus encourage and
strengthen the Alliance cause and thus
help to a:complish one very important
part of the work which we as Alliance-
men have undertaken. Bro. W, IL
Worth is endeavoring to do his whole
dutyv, and [ am gratified to know, that
he is succeeding splendidly. In fact,
he is just the man for the place—one
of the very best business agents.
Brethren, every dollar we trade
through this channel helpg us in a two-

fold way. W,
—— el &P - —
APPOINTMENTSINRUTHERFORD
COUNTY.

MRr. Epitor:—If you will allow me a
small gpree in your most valuable pa-
per I will announce to the readers of
THE PROGRESSI(VE FARMER that Instrict
Lecturer J. S Davit will address the
peopleat the followingz timesand places:

Henrietta Mills, Jan. 14, 1892,

J.ogan's Store, Jan, 19, 1802,

Holly Springs, Jan. 20, 1892, _

Bro. Davis will pass from here into
McDowell county, _

The Rutherford County Alliance will
meet with the Shiloh Sub Alhance. NO.
893, on the 19th and 15th of January,
1892, . We expect a good time then.
Brethren, please excuse me just here as
Iam hardgr able to set up. With best
wishes for the Alliance and its organ, I

remain, ete.,
Mariow J. GREEN,

S¢e’y Rutherford Co. Alliance.




