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RIGHT TIME 10 CUT

Correspondence of The Progres<ive Farmur.
Fokg « Hvecn N C.

I have been raw-ing tubacco 35 years,
and have been studying the namre of
the weed all the way along. and have
recently discovered that there 13 a cer
tain tume to cut tobacco better than
othora. Twenty two years sgo I dis
covered thia theory, but to find the cx
act daies fur each year it has taken
twenty two years Therela sap in to
vacco as in a rea. When the eap
ri-e8 1o tobacco it runs the ol cut and
18 very sorry. When the sap is cut of
tWwbacro there 13 nothing 1n the pisnt
ong orl; 16 seems to be far, and if then
cut woeuld ve very profitable.  Tobaceeo
conilvues o muke those changes as
long a8 1t stanus on the iil. T ibaces
raisers f avy experience at all wall
agrie with we on these maiters. Yon
nave e prricnced cutiing tobscco one
when it inay cure vp all right
aud th'n cut off she same pive rex:
week and ir will cure up gorry ; or may
Ge to the reverse; one woeek bud aund
the next gnod.

For the ben fit of tobaceo raisers of
North (archina, T will «fl sr to corre
spord with nny of them on this sabjeet,
proviging they irclose suflicientc post
wro for roply. Very truiv,

D. V. Davis.
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The main ot ) cuovn to orchard griss<
13 tnal 1t a8 ready 10 cut Just at hueng
e, when the corn and patato crop-
necd most of the farmer's attention, 1If
allowed 1o puss 1ts bloem  the huy
toukh and woody. Nomore lind should
ve seeded to orchard grass than the
fuarmer can find ume to harvest at the

proper s-ason.
A P—

SHEEP HUSBANDRY
sSOCUTH,

[Special Cor. H me and Farm.]
The (uilowinug series ol 1€3110N8 &re

seked by u gentlemanof Cutiman, Ala
As they are comprehensive enough to
cmbrace about all there 18 of sheep hus
vandry in the Ssuth, I wiil reply fully,
hoping thereoy nout only to snswer the
wqitirer properl, , but wo benefit th
sapds of other readers:

I think of goiog mnto the business
of raising Meorino slieep or An.ora or
other brecds of goats for the wool, 1
nave 200 acres of land of fair quality,
of whica 150 18 in upawural grass or
forest, which waffords pasure five
wonths of the yoar. I desie informa
ticn ard aovies onthe following p
nrst— How would the elimte ot N ruty
Alabama =urt the business?! S-cond—
Whnt 13 the wool worth, and in what
market-f Third—Where can a sim:il
dovk te obtamed, ard how far fromm
tiie North should they b2 brouchit
Fourti— How should they be cared for
as tu for d, e ! Hifth—How
fiart do iy breed? St th - What vari
caes would you sdviset Wounld 18 be
wre il Lo cro=8a the breede? 1 80, whient
Seventh— Wt fucia nre test adupted
to themt Egernth— Give agdidress ol
journal, devong special aiientic
e business ™

Fir«t of ull the ir quirer may a8 weil
£24 tne Koat qusstica out of hia mnd
at once il he proposcs to go into the
ouswsess for tbe monsy there s mar,
for ha wou'd bardly fiond soy Taere
1w no gencral demang for goats as
bie-ders, nnd not a particie of demand
for thetr fl mh as fond., IS is probably
cand wholeaome as tis fl+-h
AfY Dot usea to i,
are pre jidwed againetar, prob
nbly from haviaz seen goats aoout
stableg na pois. Masy would a8 scon
sut a prece of a dag

A goat 07 (W0 Rrounc one’s premises
g3 pivs a.d “horses” for eluldren, 18
exzent of their usefulness
is wou'd be por policy to grow
anytbisg te scll, for which there 13 no
earket. Leuitbee me genealiy gnown
enat o re atl buteher deait in the moa:
of goms, sud it would drive away hi~
muiien © Thoure 18 80 litne
(¢oat’s wool) grown in th.s
i nesr that frm 12 Conpasil
var«s abous il of ib. 1here
of course they
e 8% pussibie. DBuatif jou
will Bewp goatg, AngOrasd are Liher bant,
aud they are pasdlod sb ut ke ghcep
VX 3 DY 1-1 ey roquaire beiter shelterins,

1 Tae climiawe of Norto Alobama s
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o sultavle fur Bncep w8 any 1o the
wor.d.
2 The grice of woul varics from werk

L wer Lo woeuld be no gy do jor the
fature (o gtare woatb it i1i10 day. There
are ui w8 wool uercbnntsin localties
W here cuncsciasle woolis grown But
Boston s the preat wool market of the

Uned Siatea. Some grow:rs ebp
wnere oirect. There &ro  probably
waolen mitla in the Souih wiere one

could murket his wool

3 Stock sheep of some kinds can be
cbtained anywhere in tha Norih. It
mak+8 no odds how far North one gets
them,

4 Asa rule, sheep in the Sonth re
ceive very little eare or sheiter, and
generally “‘grub for their living” the
year round. A few feed a hiitie coiton
secd in epeile of ecld. stormy wenther;
but it weuld pay abundantly to take
proper eare of them. Uuless they can
get o sutliciency of green feed winters,
they should ba fed eome dry feed, witn
a iintle gruin, aod be sheltered from
bad storms., They suffor more from
bad storms thun any othir domestic
antmals. Open sheds aro the thiog for
theay 1a the South,

5 Taey breed once a year aa a roie,
The D oreets may be pu-hed to breea
twice a year; but it is sawd in Eogland,
whence they came, that this does no
pay. They require more grain feed
aud care, und theewoa wesrou quivker
S wme ewes drop twies; buun general
S np husbardry in this country the
fl )ekmostor does well to average ruis-
Iug annuaily a8 many lambs as ne has
BwWER

6 For conditions prevsiling in the
South I must emphatieally advi-e the
large French Merines, known aa the
R wmbaouillets  They are iarge, hardy
and grow a large amount of wool.
Toneiwr coais are fipe, thick and oily,
and will rhed reins thats would soak to
the «kin thinuer wooled sheep,

A wet sheep 18 a sorry pictura. A
wet coat entalls a cough, and the am
mal 18 iikely to dwincle away aod
fioally dite. Taoiwck, heavy, greasy coats
are needed to endure rains of the 3ou'h
[ have been advised by & gocd many
sheep mien 1 the South that all Knghish
breaeds do pourly under the copditions
provalling there They would probubly
do well if they had Enghsh feed acd
care; but that i8 entirely out of the
qusstion at present. It must be under
stood that to get good flocks in the
3 -uth they must be got by breeding up
from native ewea, crossed by the b st
males from the North, brought thereat
the time their gervices are needed, : ~ 1
then the lambs will be acclimated.

If the males cannot endure the cli
mate thén the next s@ason get more
from the North. Lambs of the fourtb
cros3 wiil be as good @s pure bloods for
sil purposes, probably ; but T would be
likely to externd the process a little
furthier. This i3 all the kKind of *‘croes
breede” that [ «can recommend
Fbi- er 84 wiil produce double the wool
that the croes of any E glish breed
would ; which s one great of jres of
raising gheep in the South,  This ¢ross
18 20 2uperior L0 othacra that there can
DF N0 O nIPpAriscn,

7. I am asked what foods are
adapiel to sheep. The ansser 13, A
variety of green garbage snd browse
If thoy esn get encugh of these oy run-
nins at Iarge they wiil do well, but
fl .k« shioud Ve seen cvery day snd be-
protected fronm Lhe worst storims, and
other barmfal things., Irrespos
bhuntora and the halie starved dogs of
“Sunib ' may have an  iilegioim it
hackering for mution cuce in a “wi.:a
I'nese nee d to be looked after. A Len-
tlman of Walker coanty, A'a, who
went thera frem Oalo seversl ¥
ago and knows what 2 giod sheep Fee
tion Al.bama iy, and who owne 6 000
aneres, told me the other day in o htter
that he rhutild etoeck his land with
sheep and bow he will munage.
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He witl breed nup from nntive ewes
ang Raa b uiiles males I will [Fooe
his jand ot 40 sere fAelds, end civids
the sherp o ¢ mparatively sial
{1 x ka, and thua be cpabied to ¢hacze
pastures friqueatly. Tnia is just what
sheep need. Hsa ease Japan ciover
forms a perfect carpet in many plaess
o wili have scm» of the ficldsan Ber
grass for snminer; some o fall
maedow oat grasa, Texas blae grass
and arcvie grass for winter apd esriy
spring; and o addition ko wll grow
rape-rya .d barley for pustursge, o
saould sdd erimaon clover, Th-eo, 10
worhar wii fursish pastur afs Lthe yesr
arouad, and thz sheep wil need nertlor
hay nor gratn

Feuclag wiil

mud «

osive 8t

and

be quita exoe

firg.; but both fenciog mistorind

. s |
1 .bisr ure very cheap.  Ha will fence
1 ?‘p;;:.l-r‘.;q aboncae, ] Fiaave ‘-,,rr.n_.;u,;”.j{.fj

with this o vears, He
was 8 sktiled shees man 1 Onio. 1
am glad v have b coutirm Iry vie¥s
of the Siuth A= a=heep conutry, and
my sdvice a9 to how 19 i3 beso to brecd
ug:. ie 1s correes i fencmg his land,
and koo inz his sheep and thelr ina
nurve a; home, In five years’ tim~ be
wiil have the most fertile Jaod 1o ali
that 8 ction, and will make money
while doing it. Then 1t will be ready

stleman suvoeral

o grow couton, corn or most anyibing

else. I wirh to utter a word of cauriop
to thoss who contemplaie sending
North fur sheep to be delivered by ex
prees. Have the seller either prepay
thie charges or make a contr-ct with
the express company as Lo cost; other
wise the receiver ¢f the antmals may
find himself charged with & sum that
will make him wines.

8. The address of a j-urnal specially
devoted to sheep husbandry is wanted.
B .rring 1ts politica, the Sheep Bresdar
of Chiweago, 18 a goud one; bui [ suppose
it mmust roflece the pol 1cal opinions of
& large majority of ite subseribers,

Dr GALEN WILSON.

Wiliow Cro k, N. Y.
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Recent experiments in Germany
svora Lo prove that growing legumes
(clover, peas et¢c ) on the sams land
yeor after yeor fills the soll with those
bicteria concarned In guthering nitro
gen from the air, to the entire « x:lu-
{ull other bacteria, If tias be
rree solls infected with beeterial fun
pus disencer may be freed therefrom
ind the soil ennched by giving them
up for a few years to cloves, peas or
OLacr legnmes.

— .

GROWING CeLERY.

SIONn o

Tie suceessfu! culture of celery, sayvs
R M K lcggin Piaric Furmer, re
quires deep, black muck sal  I: weill
not tske on its rich, arcratic flivor
when grown on up'and, aocd 18 almos!
sure to rust.  Tae'and should be heav
ily marnured the year previous, and
thoroughly subdued. Sow the sced io
a hotbed gquite thickly early in April,
and plants wiil be ready to transplant
aboat Msy 15°h., Muke rows five feet
part and set plants eix inches apsriin
a trencn about s8:x inches doep. Culti

aution should be froquent, to kill weeds
and congerve moisture. When plan's
are about ten inches high c¢ommence
hlling up. taking core to keep stalks
well togethor, and a week or 8o befure
it is to be dug. it should be lniled almost
to the top, when bleaching wiil be per-
fect.

Boards and other devices for bleach-
ing have been tried, vut the Leatof the
aun has a terd ‘ney to blister and make
1. tougn, a3 wellas todestroy i1ts fluvor.
For winter use the travaplanting may
be deinyed until July or even August
and al‘'owed to staud in the ground un
til dapger of hard frevzing, when it
shou'd be taken up and the roots
buried ina dark ccllar. Caui fl xwer
culture is similar to eabbige Pliants
ure set 30:30 inches, end given
ough cuiruve

Laor
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NEW ONION LULTU E,

The new culture conaiets simply in
fowirg the recd in grevanouse, hotheds
or eisewnera and then traveplapring o
the opra ground as cabbage cor other
ilanis. By ealecting the right varietics,
there i2 claimed for this method a larger
yicld of bet'er quality and with jeis
Isoor than auy ottur methad., There
are geveral varietis of foreign origin
thiat take well to thir meihiod of
turn, but the Spzanish Kwg or Prize
Tukr is by {ar the best and 0iost a3
tractive of any of ibe varietles we have
tested.  This varieues reseubles the
large B rmudas.

The sced may bo sown {from the miad-
dlaof Fobruary to the middle of March,
ard the {ransplantinz doeno when thbe
anl witl perunt. ‘tre pilaote are teken
up by looseving the soil under them
firat with a trowel or stiick. By trim-
ming « {f parts of tne tops and roots we
are euabled 1o sed plauts more rapidly
and betier, De po$ trim severely, bu
with a buneh of plants 1 one hand and
with a sirglc stroke of ths Enife we
take Cff just enough of th2 tap so thar
tha plaut will stund ercct when set, and
nl z.L.r) herptroke cucugheprangly roois
are inken «{f =9 that we can do mich
batrer worg  Towset ihe plantaa rouad
arieck aboud an neh 113 dismeter, sharp
ened to 4 poian, sanswera the purpose
very well, With this make two or
three strokes to exch plant, Foat, s
straigint hots, int) which the plant i
piaced and held with the left hand. A
cacond time the diabla 18 ins o t-a,
abmit an inch from the plans pomncd
toward the plant at an anale, b!‘;fi then
pusird toward the plané, thus com
paciing the sml abont the raots; then
another Heht wtroke oo 121 up the hols

hen proporly sef, plants cannoh o
pulied out by the t s, '.n;: o el tine
frseiteR v iedr The & 6 IS moish

By (b pew me thad | #ay s an }“:-l.’- tern
avod-d

l‘l:i

prucr, of o ulrivatingg, 14 taa
m 8L e Jious part of tha calnivation.
Lhat of the lirst twao weodmgs, and

mioxt of the cullivaiing 13 d ne witn
na whesl hoa,  Aun o cuinivale wiib
this every week or ten days. Ouae
tororgh weeoing by hand Uuzhﬁ | 8
aufll @ Oae of the bewt tocla tor this
worg 11ao old tabie koifa, What hoel g
ix necessary after ihis is usually dous
wiih a narrow biaded nce.

PO ULTHY “Y'.AI{D
POULTRY PUiNTS.

The farmer of to day while, perhaps
not as wiil contenred or hapoy, has
mauilfold more comforis acd luxuries
than hia grandfather ever dreamed of,

If it pays the farmer to get the begt
hog to improve hig etock, or the dairy
man the best cow to nerease the mrik
end butter supply, why will ic aot pay
bim to get the best thoroughbred poul-
try to increase the reccipis m that hinet

It is cloimed by writers in the Eist
that it costs coe ceut o produes
egg. On tre far « in the Wesi, a writer
3438, 1L I8 not believed thar it coata
more than balf as much, «kich weald
ufford a profic at the lowest murket
fizures,

“an

e e SR - —

RA-:::ING EARLY BRUILERS.

Those who ]_-:‘Y"J inevhators and
brocdiv g bousts should i -ve both un
der full swing nuw, 7hLe wos: mpore

ant thing to the thrify and growth of
the chicgs ia the brocding house, any
the bardess to secure, 18 exarcisn.  The
food I8 an importsnt mater to lock
after carefally, bui on toe sarae food,
ona lot wiien 8 ivduccd to teka li _eral
exercize and plenty of iresa air will do
well and moeko sati-factory growth,
while another lot which does not take
vhe exercice will suffer from indiges
tion, bowel troubles, take culd easiiy
and many dis, and thoze which ive
wiil muke poor growih and never meke
prime broilers ur roasters.  Februury
and March chicks will be ready toturn
if at the timme broilers are at the top
no'¢h in pric~, aud chickens of one and
one-hali to two pounds each at gl o
#1 50 a puir, pay well if the conditions
of feed and care have becn such as to
bring them Lo that weight quickiy.
Bus, es the m: jority of farmers have
no incubaters and brooding hotuaes,
tbey are compelled o depend upon the
“old hen" or incubation It¢is rather
early to have masny heas brocdy, but
s 'qma of the older ones which begun to
lay reasonably eariy in the fall will
have laid out by this tune aud want o
rawse a family. If one has a shed open
to the South, with a reasonabiy tight
8 d» and roof to protect the mothor and
c¢hicks, the coops forthem ean be placed
under ©:13 aud the ¢chicks given therun
of the ground., DJ not overstcek the
place; two or three clutches, n t
crowded, will be werth moro money
thaa four or five, if the space is only
large enough for the two or three. The
hens may be sct in the cellar oriuv a
warm corner of the wtarn; don'v put
moroe than 9 under a large hen or 6 or
7 undsr asinsal one, us the outa.de epos
will got coil ed nnd not hateh, Puat a
gensreus eprinkiwg of some good in-
soct powder in vhe materisl when mak-
ing the nest for the eitter. The moisture
qiesiion will tuke care of itseifl at this
time of the year, Note duily the con

dition of the eggs, and if they getsoilea
waskthemin warm water,—B duin.(-:«,

in American Asricuitur 85,
- B ® —

C&Re OF PluE.ONS

Aceording t° & writer in the Amer:
can Pouliry Advoeste, plgoons are
very foud of Hiz2 and salt, avd to sup-
ply them=eives tock out the mortar be
saeen the bricks. T prevent this it is
pest to make thera what i3 culied a
Caslt oat,” which will ba exer edingly
grateful to (hem, as 1t wiil tend 10 keep
them in good heabir, Ii 18 prepsred
cheaply by mixing soma fine sifted
gravel with o!d mortar rubbhigh, or
ponrd-Jd burnt shells, 1f this cannct be
obtaiued; sad n fow bandfala of pnit
and m.ke the v hole into a masa vwith
waier. Portions of this muay be put in

cans and placed 1nsitaai na wnoea the
birds can ges at them easiiy, R ock

n t shoull at all times bs kep? In the
pigaon loft, and a pees of galted eod
tiah rung up in a convenicnt place for
the hircd o ek at

Pigeoni3d are cfiuen Pr.c]!;.' anncyed by
verimin, To prevent the increase of
there totrud o ra the woet  crupulous at
e pad to eleanliness in
pars of the nest and
pla."&:-{ of reeord, and tha birds should
on providsd wath eballo#s pane of water
w paltbe1a. It is far more adv
crous aud profi ab'e to Beep pigecns in
i spare room thin to employ the dove-
ecoats often plzc d oo a pole, or thore
fixed agninet the sidesola
house, as doubie the pumber of youug

tention snon &
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ird« may be reared.

Pieeons sre « couomical devourers of
food, aud will ext eny kind of gramn,
such g8 wheat, snall corn, baricy, ours,
buckwhrat, rye, retches, taree, gmall
beans, blsck eve peas, caraway acd
mitiet seed, smull peara, calied Cinada
grey peas, are tie best goucral food for
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all pigeons during tie bree: ding season,

[f possible, the pess, corn and other
grain given to pig-ons should be old, as
Hew grain is ant to apt to disagree, and
piirge them Hewp seed is very atimu-
lating, auad alihe OURh pigeons are very
fond of it, ard become very tams when
freely used, it sbould be eparingly
glven. As to the compartments, or
neste, every one stould be furnizhed
with &n ecarthenware nest pen, of a
#iz2 adapted to tte brocs of pigecns
fur whicn they aie intended. Sund or
gravel should ba eprickled over the
she.ves and on the f1y,x, as smull stonea
with whict it abounds are useful to the
birds in helpiog them to properly
digest theie food.  Feerything aboug
them rhould be kept very clean, and
the whr le apparatus, « f whalever kind
it may be, show'd vndrrgs a frequent

and thorough pu firition, while the
neet-paus aor boxes should be well
¢ Canisd plier each arehing,
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HENS FO:'{ FROFIC IN WINTER.

Eens are perver. a ereatures, When
PEZY8 are no mors than 12 or 14 cents
per dezen in gummer they lay well : but
M winler, 83y about ¢ hristmas or Now
Yoar's, when fresh ogus are quite sure
o bring three cents each, or perhaps
wore, they need considerable cosxing
t iaduce them 9 Iy egga enough to
for their koepig. In summer
Loy have the bright, warm sunshine,
pleaty of dry duse to rerateh and wal-
iow 1, bugzs, worma aud grasshoppers
10 sntisfy their eravings for meat, and
abucdance of green grass and gravei,
[f they are allowed to rup at larze they
feoquently requice but lintle supple-
mentary feed and milk to pay qaite
well.  Itis almost eerisin that if one
can have summer conditions for win-
ter, summ=er resul's can be approzi-
mated. Is 18 evidently out of the power
of the farmer to furuich the bright,
warm sunsaine, but he can do some-
thing in the way of a room with a
southern exposure, well hghted, and
a8 near frost-proof a3 may be. The
other ri quisites are not so difficult to
cbiuin, (Cae can tuy of the butcher
fat and clean scraps of freeh meat for
one cent a pound. A very good article
of whole wheat can be bought of the
mitler for $1 20 p r hundred weight.
Wheat bran and meal are but 85 cents
per hundred weizht. Sisells are very
cheap. Tne green borea should be
sived by the hous-keeper, and can be
etiber cut up with a bone cutter or
pounded up with o hammer at odd
*pells Good new mi:dk 18 not ueually
worth mare to the farmer in winter
than four or five eenta a quart. The
hens will ¢ rtainly pay ss wmuch or
more for ii; at leass, that is my expe-
rience, Bom#s early cut bay for them
to eat and ecrateh about is imporvant,
Give them so abundaree of dey aches
v wallow in,  Karoseoe vhe roost poles
thoroughly., Give the whole wheat
and uk warm w0 them very eariy in
the morniogz, Sprinkle in a liberal
aupply of the meat cubl up in pieces
smail encugn so that they cin eat i
readily. 1o the evenlog, some roasted
¢orn, ar sune hot meal und wheat bran,
D) not allow the milk and water pro-
vided to frecza. Warm tbhem. Od
kens are not profiable for winter lay-
era, uruully. Good, strong pullets, six
wonihs c¢!d, thet have been well fed
through the summer ghould lay well
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through tho winter if fcd as above
directed. They need at-ention, how-
aver. A liule froaty fo.d, or being

allowed to eat snow for drick may
prive a very expousive luxury to the
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THi: S{RANGERS,
Correspondence of the Progresslve Farmer.

OskLey, N. C,

I would like to say to wne people of
Norih Carolins, or uuy other god peo-
pla or Stats, to look ous for a tramp or
unpostor. Taere 18 4 mzn going from
hou=e 10 hou g, claiming to be an agent,
geny  i1s by the Domesiie Machine Co
to repalr their machini s {ur five yoars,
telling the people that ha hae asy and
ail parts of the machines at Geeen-
vi'le or 8 me othor nesrby town: thas
if they wiil give him the mopey for
the mi sing or brokon parta, he will
send, briog, or depoait them with you
or your friend, or at the post« ffive, ga
yuu esn get them et any iimo.  H: has
got o teugnus for snyona, Mo saya his
nama i3 Alobely, He i+ fail of decep-
tion. H=a 13 fo ling the paopla cut of
lot3 of money, from ten conta to $3 and
§5, aud should basropp=d. Thrrs was
A vounz man with him calling bonaeld
Parker, from G :da-boro, N. C Peuple
taouziit tham to by hone s’ parties, I
they ara hose«t, they have not shown
it a3 yot, and 1t has tern proven by
their acloas Lhat shey are not

WATCH

J.J RawLES,




