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lGR ICULTURE.

Tae more pork, the more beef, the
more mutton and wool, the more bur-
ter, the more eggs and poultry pro
duced on the farm the less the farm
contributes to holders of watered rail
road stock.

E\’C."l’j' Cxperfm"_nt a]_u."-g the line of
fecding at the experiment atations cor
riborates the exprriecce of every In
telligont fecder that loss follows keep
ing animals after they are fiviehed or
ready for the block.

Keep &ll gates where srimala are
likely to get through and breed indis-
criminately tied with ropea or chains
S)me animals beccme very ‘‘cute” in
opening latches on gates, A chain s
a combipation beyond their inteili
gence,

All through the South you will find
corn fia.ds with rowsof cow poas grow
ing b :tween the rows of corn, Thepea
vines do not iaterfera with the corp,
and when plowed under afier makirg
their growth, furpish fertility for the
next ¢corn crrp.

I have always found it profitable to
have the best of seed. It does not pay
to risk poor seed when so much of suc
cess depends upon it. Foul seeds mul
tiply very rapidly, and sprouted grains
and graing with weak vitality always
prove a 1:83 to one who does not elim1
nate them from the s:ed.

The best way I have found to keep
clippings from papers that I valae, is
to put th-m in a Favorite Latter Fide,
which i3 arraocged alphaphatically
The clippings may be filad 1n it withcut
paste, and when it i< necessary to lock
for anyihing, it isin alphabe tical order,
aud can easily be found. The file costs
about thirty five cents.

It is not always the crop that brings
the most money that4s the most profit
abls to the farmer who owns his land.
The one that brings the most money
lisy bethe most exhaustive of fertility,
dod in the long run it will not pay to
farm upon lines by which the fertlity
of the land constantly runs down.
There are paying crops ttat will not
exhaust fertility, and there are others
that will. Farmers are not always in-

tent enough on this line.

CexTrRAL OFFICE, Raleigh, N. C.

The reports of correspondents of the
Weekly Weather Crop Bulletip, issued
by the North Carolina State Weather
Service, for the week ending Saturday,
April 25th, 1806, indicate very favor
able conditicns. The temperature con
tinucd very high uutil Wednesday,
when cooler weather get in, bui the
temperature has not been below the
normal. Showeraoccurred on the 21at,
and pretty heavy rainson Friday, 24 h,
with some hail, but only elight damage
in two or three counties. Therain-fall,
greatest in the east, has been of ncal
culable bencfit, and hes broken the
drought everywhere, except ina fow
western countics. There was more
than te pormmal ameunt of sunshine
during the wesk.

EasTerNy DisTEICT. — Roports this
week are generaully very favoratle
The breaking of the drought just in
time, greatly bencfiing all crops, has
put farmers in good epirits, and they
areworking withene gy. Scedsalready
planted will uow eprout. Farmers are
now placting cotton as rapidly as pos
gible. Corn where up 18 looking well,
aud some young cura has been plowed
for the first time. Traneplanting to
beees has begun., Gardecs and veges
ables, which were irjured moest by
drought, are Lackward, bu$ rain wiil
bring them cut considerably. Sectiing
out cabbage, collards, tomato plarts,
ete., 18 progressing. DPlantiog rice has
jast begun., Much complaint about
potato bugze, which are very numorous.

CEN ranL DistRICOT — Riin ou two
days ended the drought, which con
tinuad almost unabated up to the 24°h,
and, though mary places did not re-
ceive sufficient rain, there was e: ough
to put new life into vegetation aud to
cauee seeds to germinate. Some Cam
age by hail was reported in Anson and
Rockingham countizs, Cotton plant-
ing now making more rapid progress;
in south cotton is being chopped ; etand
irregular. Some young corn has been
worked, aund planting of remaining
crop 13 being pushed. Winter oats are
thin; spricg oats have improved. To
bacco plants are plontiful, thoughdam-
age ie reporied by Ing=cts; a few farm
ers toock advantage of good season to
commecce trangplanting. The appear-
arc3 of potato bugs, cut-werms and

chinch bugs ia reported,
WesTERN DisTRICT.—The rhowers

which occurred in this district were
lees in smunt than in other portions
of the Swate, and a few counties are
atill suffering from drought, but as &
whole crops bave been greatly bene
fited. A gocd etand of both cotton end
coin is reported &t meny places, acd
planting is making good progresa.  Po-
tatces aro up and bags Leginuing their
destructive work, Clover iz doing well,
[n the noribwest counties breaking
land and preparations for ecrn is mak-
ing good hkeadway. On the hizh
platesus in the mountain section the
woods ar- just showing green.  Plant
ing cats, [risn polatoes, garden s uff,
¢'c is proegrissing, while the condition
of fruit zecms exceptionally goed.
- s c—
ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR BUSH-
ELS OF CORN PER ACRE.

F. D. Coturn, S82cretary Kansas De-
partment of Agriculture, sends the fol-
lowing: Mr. J. A. Baxter, of Wave
land, Shawnree county, K insas, who
raised as bigh as 104 bushels of sheilid
corn per acre in 1895 furnishes the
State an account of it, togeiher with
some of his corn raiciog methods in
general:

““The portion of my crop giving a
yicld of 104 bushels of husked, dried
fifty six pounds rhelled corn per acre
waa five acres of fifty seven I planted
last year. My land is s'izhtly rolling
prairie and abont a fair average of
Kansas soil, with a hard, impervious
subscil. The five acres mentioned were
at one end of a twenty five acre field,
part of which had been in potatoes for
two years end the last crop wiih a liet
ing plow Iate in October, which was
about the equivalent to a deep fall
plowing.

“In spriog the ground was much like
a bed of ashes, It wae then deeply
plowed, made fine and smooth with a
plank drag and drilled the first week
in May with a Farmer's Friend planter
of medium width, with a deep grained
Dent corn; about the same quantity of
seed was used as would have been if
from three to somewhat less than four
grains had been placed in hills the or-
dinary distance apart. This was cul
tivated four times with common gang

cultivators and hoed three times—the
lant hoeing after after it had been fin
isbed with the cultivators. .

‘I am a strong believer in deep and
thorough cultivation, ard long sioce
learned that a gocd crop of corn and a
rank growth of ccckle-burs, erab grass
and similar weeds canncot occupy the
same ground at the sama time. I have

not subsoiled for previcus crops, but

iast fall invested in a Perine subsoiler
and used it on fifteen acres. I intend
planting 100 gcres in corn this season
and aim to have it all subsoiled. Am
subeciling my ficlde the parrow way
first (“hey are from fcriy to eighty rods

wido ard 129 rods long) as deeply a8 |

four horses can do the woik, an dis
tances of two ard a baif feet. Will
then throw up the ridges ercss wise of
this with a listing plow, foilowing 15 in
each furrow witi the subaciler as d=ep
a8 three horses can puli it, snd drill the
sted immediately ia the track of the
subioiler, Tbis will leave the land
eubsciled in both direclions.

“*‘My whole crop for 1525 averazed
only fifty s.ven buzhels per acre, yc!
wou!d have made seven'y five bushels
Lut for an unfortunsate invasion jushat
the ¢-itical time by an arrmy of ehinch
bugs from an adjacent thirty acre ficld
of oats With proper treatmnt of ovr
soils and thorough cultivasion [ em of
the opinion that ia all favorable seasons
such as last we ghould raise from
seventy five to 100 bushels of corn per
acra insteaxd cof the more ehr»mmon
twanty five to fi'ty bushels. I am al
ways careful to avold cultivatiog when
the land is very wet, acd think many
farniers make a serious misiske by
workiog the’rcorn when thesoilcleaves
from the shovels in chunks. The eun
i8 likely to then bike the ground and
the growth loses its bright, heal:hy
green and turns a sickly yellow."—

Western Raral.
—_—— . - —

SUBSCILING AND MOISTURE.

As to the effect that subsoiling has
upon moisture, it may be stated that
the water retaining power or huamidity
of a soil will be greatly influenced by
the depth and nature of the =ubsoil
The greater the depth of a soil, the
greater its power of retaining water
A shallow soil will aliow the rain to
pass through it rapidly, and should
great heat aud drouth ensue, it willdry
up and all vegetation upon it perish,
A deep subsoil, on the other hand, wiil
retain o store of moisture, which capil
lary attraction will bring to the sur
face scil as required. Hence the hu
midity of a roil and ite cther physical
properties depend partly upon the sub
goil. In times of exccesive rain, if the
subsoil be eard or limestone reck, both:
of which have large abzorbing power
for water, the ecil is not likoly to be
floded ; but if the subsoil be clay the
water will accumuiate upon it. and
though it may nov flyod the surface
goil, y=t it will remsin below exerting
detrimaental qualities, The suil, then,
in dry weather gives up its water to
the ar by evapouration, the sarface soil
brecomes dry. and then ths eapillary
power of the soil comes into play, and
the water in the gubsoil rises to the sur
face. If, on the other bsad, rain falla,
the water passcs from the surface sci’
into the subscil. Taus in every eoil
ghere is more or less continuous move
ment of water. This water i never
pure, bat corntains some spubstences in
aolution, — Farmers' Voice.
e s

1f pure milk only was sold iz London,
it ig eatimated that from 30 000 to 50,
000 morecows would be wanted to keep
up the supply. Every form of fcod
adulteraticn kEnocks out the farmer
somewhere or somehow, and the con
sumer 18 not benefited, but rather
swindled. And still there are farmers
who sneer at all the ¢fforis that are put
forth to stop this swindle of q.dultem
tion.

—_— e —

CULTIVATING THE ORCHARD.

Bearing orchards often Jose their
vigor and give semall and poor fruit

when allowed to grow in grass land,
without any cultivation, If the soil is
naturally rich, a shallow plowing and
an occesional harrowing will restore
their vigor. Or, if plowing cannot
conveniently be given, they masay be
much improved by being converted to
pasture for sheep, adding occasionally
& top dressing of manure in autumn.
Theso animals will serve in part to en
rich the land, keep the grass grezad
short, and pick up the prematurely
fallen fruit, infeated with worms or in-
gects. The amount of cultivation or
top dressing to be given to such orch-
ards must be determined by the annual
growth of shoots. If less than a foot
in length, more vigor must be imparted
to them. If more than a foot and &
half, they are quite thrifty enough.
—Farmers’ Voice.

HORTICULTURE

SMALL FRUITS ON THE FARM

There are three reasons why farmers
do not have a succession of emzll fruit
from the time the fir.t strawberries ap-
p2ar unuil the Concord grape is gone:
First, the high price asked by many
dealers; second, the prevalent opinion
that se t2ing and caring for fruit is mys-
terious business; third, the thought
that it will ba many years, or a short
lifetime, before any fruit is obtained. I
belicve we are mistaken in all three
reasons.  Plants are quite cheap if we
20 %o the right place to buy them. Sct
ting is no mystery, and any farmor can
do1n  lustead of having to wait along
time fur returng, gome sm sl fruits will
baar in cne year. How many farmers
have a sirawberry bed which wili yield
oerries enough for home use for two
weeka, and pleniy to can?

Any land which wiil raise corn will
ralse girawoerries. Plow up a strip 10
rods long snd ono red wida, Put
it ia good condition, and wiih 2 small
plow lay off three rowa the entire
length of the strip. Send toone cf your
relizble nursery men and get 300 plants.
Saleet 100 Crescents, 100 Bubachs, and

100 Captamn Jacks Thcse varielies are

qucted at §1 per hundred, or §3 to $5
per thousand. If over a hundred are
ordered, the plants are secured at the
thousand ra‘es. Put one hundred
plauts In a row, sp eading therootsout
well, and preesing the earth firmly
about them. Ten days alter they are
set, cultivate them with a two horse
cultivator, and coutinus this cvery
wack for eight weeks, You may bave
to go over the patch onesor iwice wath
& hoe, e nd be sure to pick cff all the
buds ard flywer stems, for it will not
do to let them fruit the first saason. In
the fall cover with rye straw, and in
the epring rake the straw between the
rows, and my word for it, you will
have all the berries a farmer's family
can eat, at a coet of lees than three
cents per quart.

Currants aod gocseberries can be
raized as easily as corn. I have tried

me six or eizht varieties of currants,
and fiad the R=d Datch the only kind
which giveis a good crop every year., I
would plaat 90 two year old Rz2d Dutch,
and 10 two year oild White Dateh, Set
in one long row, end cultivate as you
would corn. The second year from
planting, a fair crop wili be obtained.
Mulech well in gummer. Taey wiil
then retain the leavee, which protect
the fruit and give it a chance t> get
well ripencd. Plins 100 gooseberrizs
in arow, eelecting 50 Hougzhton. and
50 Downing. If well caliivated, they
will give a half crop the first yesr after
planticg. R:d Dutch currants cen be
nad for three cents a piece, and goose-
berries five to eight ccnts With a it
tls trimming each spring, 100 goose
berrics aud 100 eurraats wiil be all one
family can use, with scme to gell.

Grapes can be produced ab less than
a cent a pound, P’ut out two rows in
some lot or ficld wear by, 50 vines in
each row, gix feet apart in the row, ard
the rows eight to ten fect apart. Buy
20 Moore's Harly at 8 cents apiece, 30
Worden at 6 centa apiece, and 50 Con
cord at 3 cents apiece. You can hardly
make a mistake if you buy all Con-
cords, but the Moore's Early comes
first, then the Worden fills in the space
between the carly grapes and the Con-
cords, and you will have grapes for gix
weeks. Assupport, set good onk posts,
and attach to them three good wires.
Sometime in February, cut back the
new growtn to four or six buds, plow
and cultivate well.

The best and cheapest fruit of all ia
the Early Richmond cherry. The trees
are cheap and they will grow and bear
well with but little care. The fruit
eells readily if more ia produc d than
i3 desired for home use. Good trees
fcur to six feet high can be had at large
nurseries for $10 to $12 per bundred. If
you have only sgix or eight bearing
tresa, the birds and boys will annoy
ycu 82 much that you will have to pick
them before thay are ripe. But get 50
trees, set them along the garden fence
and in some fence corner where nothing
but weeds have been growiag for years.
We do not realiz> that every equare
rod of land on our farm has eight or
ten tons of choice soil capable of rais
ing a fine cherry tree. Look around
ycur farm, and see how many square
rods are going to waste which might
grow a cherry, a peach, or plum tree.
When the trees arrive, cut off the ends
of the roots, making a clean cut. Pack
the earth firmly about the roots. Keep
the grcund about the tree mellow by
cultivating or hoeing. If this cannot
be done, mulch the tree with half
rotted manure. After two or three

yea'.. tha cherry tree will take care of
itgelf, and you will then have enough
fruit fcr the birds, the boys, and your
own family use. One of the drawbacks
of farm life is securing help in the
house when a little extra work i3 re

| qiired in picking and putting up smal!

fruit. Itis, however, nearly always
possible to find some poor women or
children in your neighborhood whe
will be glad todoa few days’ work.
and take fruit as pay. Start scm:
small frait on your farm this spring,
set in long rows 85 that it can be culti
vated. Buy at wholesale rates, of any
good reliable firm, and in the end you
wili find more pleasure and prefit than
in anything on the farm.—E S, Furs
map, in Am:rican Agriculturist,

THE DAITRY.
G.VE THE COWS A CHANCE,

Correspordence of the Progressive Farmer,

Now that butt r brings a lower price
than a few yeurs ago, though even now
higher than mest farm preducts, it be-
hooves the keeper of cows to remem
her it wiil pay him to give all cdetails
of the dairy careful attention and in
telligent thought, from tha selection of
h's cows to the marketing of his
produet,

Oae of the writer's eorrespondents,
Mr. W. T. Hotaliog, South Bethiehem,
Albany ccuaty, New York, isa pro
gressive dairyman and I8 enthusiastic
on the subjzcet of farm dairy bubter.
Ha us 8 improved cream raising ap
paratus, has keptup with the times
and has made & suce s3 of butter mak
ing—bas made it pay. In one of his
letters cecurs the following: ‘Toe
greatest trcuble in way of icducing
farmers to adopt better methods is that
many of them make dairying a s de
isaue,”

The above is not only the case in Mr
Hotaling's section of the c.untry, but
also in many scctions. It is especially
true in sections where farmers keep
but few cows, This comes as a result
of its not being fully understood by
farmers that even in a emall dairy it
will pay to have certain improvements
ard apply the best methods. Then,
even if butter-making is a side issue, it
cau be made a paying one.

The first step towards guccess in but-
ter making in a small or iarge dairy is
to s2cure good cows. The next step ie
good feed and good care.

Now, ko far as selccting cows, 14 i of
course easier to find a few cows of extra
quality than to fiad a larger number of
them Then again, a small number of
cows can easier be given better atten
tion than it ig poseible to give a larger
number —this because when the num
ber if limiied the owner can himzelt
give them all needed attention and
such care asa bired mancannotaiways
bo trusted to give. It is easier to work
a dairy of five or ten cows up toan
average of chree bundred pounds than
caa of thirty cowa.

When wa remember that there are
many dairies kept that do not produce
an average of one kundred and fifty
pounds of buftter per cow, 1t will be
scen that a farmer who Eeeps ten cows
that produco during the year an aver-
age of three hundred pounds of butter
has a pretty good thing, even 1if he
calls it a side iscus,

In additicn to the reiurn from the
butter, which one year with another
should oot b: less than $600, or 20 cents
per pound, the by-prcducis such as
ekim milk, batter milk, etc., are im-
portant itew:s.

Go where you will, you will icd that
it is the progressive farmer that is
makicg dairying pay. In all butter
makicg farm dairies, where the yield
per cow is good and the price the high-
eat, will be found modern improve:
ments for cream raising and correct
methods for manipulating the product

F. W. Mos<iLEY.

Clinton, Iowa.
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THE SUMMER DAIRY COW.

All things considered, the summer
dairy cow has a harder time of it than
the winter dairy cow. It is true that
she has more naturul pasture and feed
in the fields if her owner igsin the habit
of economizing to the points of stingi
ness; but, on the other hand, she is gen-
erally tormented to death by flies, heat,
and very often by scanty pasturage.
The majority of our dairy cows suffer
martyrdom in eummer, and it is no
wonder that the milk flow decreases
and the dairy men talk about small
profite. Fortunately we have practical
dairymen who are looking at the mat
ter in the right light. It has been an
appeal to their self interest more than
to their sympathy that has made thou-
gands treat their cows better. One
might talk about the svfierings of the

{ condition.

animals uniil doomeday, and no im-
provement ia the majority of cases
would be made. Tnisis not because
the farmer or dairyman is lacking in
human sympathy, but because man is
naturslly elothful and opposed to labor
that dovs not pay him. But when you
point out to a farmer, or any person,
that he is deliberately westing money
aud profiia by letting his cows suffer,
you touch bkim in a way that will get
some prectical respon.e, When all
dairymen can be couvinesd that they
are losing a great deal of monesy by not
giving their cows beiter treatment in
hot weather we will have & great im-
provement in this respect,

A roted dairyman, says a writer in
the American Cultivator, calculated
that the farmer who neglected his cowa
in the summer time lost on an average
enough to bring down his profits for
the whole year to 20 per cent. of what
they should be, The loss wus in two
waye. Oae in the permanent irjury to
the cow’s healih snd the other to the
unnatural sbrinkage of the milk flow.
The flies, heat and lack of proper food
frcquently bring the cows inio the fall
in & coudition thas totslly ucfits them
for wiater or even fall dairyirz. They
require the celd weatber of the fall to
recuperate end get back their normal
We can muke life pleasant
for the cows if we but supply a few
shade trees for them to lie under in the
middie of the day. If these troes are
nob in the pasture plant themy, and
mcanwhile ercct a chcap shade with
poles and grass or straw or any litter.
While lyiog dowa ian the ebade the
cows remasticate their food. Cool,
fresh water in the middle of the day
wili be a great thing fcr them. If
given shade and cool water in abund-
anca2 the cows will need less food to
make the same quantity of milk and
flash.— Farmers’ Voice.

—_—— - —
COMMON PURPGSE COW.

The following is a good description
of the common purpoee cow, We do
not kuow who gave it: Suppose a
farmer desired to raise some small
grain and some corn and some truck,
such as onions, cabbage, etec, and in
providing the nec: s:ary tools he would
conclude he would not fill up his tool
house with a variety of implementa
adapted to each crop, but weuld just
buy one eight inch plow., He knows it
is toc small for field plowing and too
large to cultivaie cabbage and onions,
but 1t ig about half way between—and
kind of a bappy medium—a common
purpose tool. You would bardly give
that man credit forrealgood j.dgment.
Cows are the dairymen’s tocls in a cor-
tain s:nse and should be epecially
alapted to their work.

LIVE STOCK.

PURE-BRED SWINE,

A notable fcature of the eeason iathe
haondsome prices commanded by the
pure bred swioe cof fir=t rats quality.
We have already noted ecme of the
eventa in Poland China ci: ¢ies that are
genuine record breakers, surpassing in
prices obtaincd apything thet has ever
oceurred in the annals of the breed. 16
i3 not amorg Polund Cainas alone,
however, that thiz sirong demand ab
strong prices exiata, Becretary Mills,
of the Amerizan Berkshice Associntior,
reports a greater demand for thi. breed
than ever before. The esales last year
by wembors of the acsociation were 34
per cent. greate: than 1894, arnd in 1804
were 46 per cent greater than they had
ever been before. The Couthern de-
mand i8 good—almost beyond the abil-
ity of the breeders to meet it. Thecin-
dition indicates co:flderce in the well-
ored hog. It shows, too, tha: the rav-
ages of chclera have annihilated many
herds, and that feeders bave sold off
unfiniehed stock rather than run the
risk of keeping them until digease car-
ried them away. This has not only
made mature stock comparatively
scarce, but has stripped the country
pretty bare of youung stuff as well. The
farmers and breeders bave unabated
confidence in the ‘‘mortgage lifter,”
however, and are actively engaged in
replenishing their stocks, which natur-
ally produces a hardening effect upon
prices, and the better stuff i going at
high figures.—Western Farm Journal,

—_—— . P—

Clover variea less than the grasses
in its comp-sition, the variation de-
peads more upon the time the hay is
cut, than upon the nature of the eoil,
but it is greatly helped by a dressing
of phosphate. As for nitrogen, ite roots
will decompoee air in the soil, and get
what it wante more cheaply than it

can be given in any kind of manure,
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