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“nch of the above-named Ppapers are
mouesien to keep the list standing on
k: 15t page and add others, provided
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‘w0 0 ndvocate the Ocala platform will
¥ dropoed from the list promptly. Our
peyric cun now see whal papers are
sebitared in their snlerest.

AGRICULTURE.

Toe Virginia station finds theexp2nee
of harvestinz, cutting up, and filling
into the =ilo to be about sixty cents per
ton.

Nuw that soaking rains have fallen
in many sections, fall plowing will

commenes in earnest. Piow whesat
land thi roughly.

Don't underestimate the value of the
ben. By working seven days in the

weelk, she contributes more than $135 -
avery year to the wealth of this
of ours.

The hen lives largely upon what the
live acck on the faim wastes; even
When czes touch the rock bottom point,
poultry pays a larger percentage than
Gnyihing else on the farm

A good average crop of any kind is

natlon

Yttor for permanent use than extra
tarly sorts or extra late. The early
has soria advantages, but that which
tkes almost an entire s2ason and fully
Wature= 13 the most satisfactory.

Tae true chicken cholera is a very
'are discase, and meny timss when a
ek beging to die cff rapidly the
wouble 15 simply a bowel complaint,
Sfsinz from impure drinking water,
80d when this is the case the remedy

B 1mprove the food and surround-
logs.

f =¢ctuly will not supply the elements
z‘ h:;;?.ra‘l-'.-u. If continuous cropping,
¥ the machine or animal, is to be

ﬁf?‘_m_‘"’-"i. manure must not be with-
; 'lr'_]““ wever good the tillage may be-
Erel

‘zition and tillage together make

the large crope,
: Before digging a well it is well to
%k and

BtOWin Sce what kind of tregs are
theip “ncarit. Locust trees will send
. v:uuta & aistance of 15 to 20 feet
diata'ufer‘ and ?f a well is within that

nee Lht':}' will Burely ge_t into it if

?thll I8 walled within stohes. In a
) €n well of course the water can

o

uihget 12 at the bottom, and this is a
better and cheaper way of put-

8 down wells than the old fashioned

ot digging out the earth by band.

!

are dry, and at places there is some
d:fficuily in obiaining water

The weather was perfect for picking
cotton; the crop is openi. g very fast,
and is probably nearly all open; pick
ing i3 procecding rapidly. Never be
fore bas the crop been gathered so
early. The hot weather this wcek
causad some more premature opening,
end the final yield will ba as low as
previously estimated. Corn isdry and
now beiug gathered. An ecarly frost
would probably injure a little tobacco
stall left in the fisids. Potatoes and
peanuts are being dug. Both crops are
not us gocd as promised a month ago.
Potatocs are fair; peanuts on stiff lands
nearly a failure. Turnips very poor
stand gencrally, but best in northern
portion of eastern district. Very little
fall plowing for wheat and oats has
yet been done.

e —— - —

DROUTH LESSONS,

Every year some gecticn of our com
mon countiry has its season of drouth
and conscguent damage to growing
crops. Drouath is a gerious misfortune,
and yet it may have mitigatiog circum
stances if it heips to make the farmer a
progressive thinker, li ting him cut of
routine work and qualifies him to
adapt himself to a wide variety of con
aitiors, say 8 the Southern Farmer.

It bencfits a farmer to get out of the
ruts, and drouth is likely to get him
out of msny ruts. Drouth teaches the
advantuge of eatch crops and expedi
ents to minimizs the loss, and of that
system of culture that will enable the
soll to reeist the eff:cts of drouth for
some time. Drcucth emphasz:s the
importance of irrigation—the applica
tion of water to the growing plant in
the right quantily and at the right
time. Farmers should profit by the
teachings of the late drouth and put in
a lerge acreage of small grain and for
age crops this fall.

- e

AN ELECTRIC FARM.

B

The first real electric farm and gar
den in practical operation on a large
scale i8 on the Jersey coast, about fifty
miles from New York City, and the
first consignment of vegetables raised
by electricity is about to be placed on
sale in the New York market. The
ownerof thefarmis Thomas Flemming,
who is a thorough gardener and elec
trician, having served an apprentice
ship in both lines.

Alarge stream of water flows through
the farm, and this is used in generating
the electricity. Plows, rakes, harrows,
mowing machiner, are all worked by
electric motors, and the dropping of
the seed ie performed by planters that
can be regulated to meet the required
distance.

Tane cultivaiion of the planta after
they have come up is done by small
plows. Weeds are electrccuted. A
small electric wagon goes across the
fiesld or between the rows of plants and
drags a heavy wire netting upon the
ground. A powerful electric current
is applied to this, and every weed or
vegetable growth that it touches is in
stantly killed. A lighter current ap
plied to the plants stimulates a rapid
growth and increases the eiza.

The effact on flowers in the green-
house raised under the influence of the
electric light is very curious. At first
the light was ipjurious to many blos-
soms. The color of tulips was deeper
and richer for a few days, but they lost
their brilliancy when exposed to sun-
light. The color of scarlet ﬁ?wers
turned to grayish white, and while all
bloomed earlier and produced larger
blossoms, they soon faded. By reducing
the intemsity of light and covering
them with opal glass legelobeﬂ,d.the injury

ir quality was leesene
m‘;::: %owe; geemed abnormal mon-

the cost of producing fruits, fl ;wers
and vogetables stimulated by electricity
Wwill be less than when cultivated in the
ordinary way. He is a practical man
a8 well as theorist, and utilizes power
in every available way in order to pro
duce the greatest results with the least
poegible expense.—Farmers’ Vuice.
_— St e—

FARMING FOR A LIVING,

There is8 no gaineraying the fact that
if farmers would farm more for a living
and not simply to make money, they
would iive better and make more money
tco. Tane esgential thing to do, and it
is of prime importance, is to produce
all the food cropa on the farm that are
necessary to eustain the necessary
laborers and svock and a surplus for
market. On farms3 remote from mar
ket, furmera canuot successfuily diver
gify their agricultural pursuits With
the establishment of good roads and
manufacturing enterprises throughout
the countiry, the demand will be in
creased and the abilily to transport
prcducts enlarged.

But it wili pay the farmer to rotate
nig erops and diversify them suffi dent
to m et hie cwn wants at hcme. Let
him not only build up his home, but
hiz land. DNo handsome residence with
all the evidences of thrif¢c anad happi
ness, lecoks in place on a iarm whose
goil 1is depleted of bumus and given
over to briars and brambles.

———ll &l P

TAKE CARE OF THE TOOLS.

Take care of the farm implements
and machinery. It would seem that
no word or suggestion or warning is
necessary on this point, but it would
gsurprise the general reader if he were
traveling over the country to note the
evidences of carelessness which are 80
often seen. The provident and pains
taking farmer hzs a place for his im-
plements, where he sees to it that they
are housed and properly cared for
when they are no longer required in
the cultivation of crops. His improvi
dent npeighbors some times leaves his
implements where they were used last,
or about his premises without shelter.
Even his harvester or mowing machine
18 left in the field long after it has been
used, subjacted to all kinds of weather
and inevitable injury.

The cost for repairs i3 neceesarily in
creased under such inexcusable neglect,
and the period when a new machine
will be necessary is much shortened.
The care of tools is an important factor
in farmeconomy, and a word in season,
while not necessary for the provident
man, may be serviceable to such as are

tno remiss in this direction.
> o P

SHARP DECREASE IN HOP YIELD

It is not surprising that the crop of
hops is much smaller than a year ago,
or than any average crop in recent
years. The market for two years past
has drifted into a deplorably low con-
ditior, and hop growers cut their acre
age for '96 right and left. A prelim?
nary estimate by the Amorican Agri
culturist, which is the authority on the
hop crop, places the total ‘96 yield at
approximately 175,000 bales, subject to
revision as later returns comse in; of
this the Pacific coast is credited with
100,000 bales, and New York 75,000; the
total crop of '95 was placed at 292,000
bales, ‘94 320,000 bales. The United
States exports annually an average of
95,000 bales domestic hops and imports
5,000 to 17,000 bales foreign. The hop
crop of Europe is also materially lees
than last year, and with a return of
normal trade conditions there is a prob-
ability of higher prices, which ought
to make it possible to market the sur-
plus of old hops now in the hands of

dealers.

grow abcut up to the horses’ knees,
and in due tim: for cora planting, and
then was turned under by having a
sharp shara on the plow to cut theroote
well, and a chain attached to the plow
t0 drag under completely the green
growth, It was perfectly subdued,
and the corn on that four acres of a
twelve acre lot was much heavier and
a better, healthier color than on the
remaining ground where red clover
was seeded, and there was only about
¢ix inches growth to turn under.

1 would advise all farmers in prepar-
ing ground for a good corn crop to secd
their ground with this clover, either
wilh winter grain or gpring grain. It
will yicld much better corn crops and
will enrich their ground more and more
ench year. There is no danger cof the
gseed lying io the ground and coming
vp arother year, and it quickly dies
after turning under, I think itisworth
five tines the quantity of common
clover turned unaer. It also acte as a
subsoiler, as the roois will 1ue deep and
locsen the subsoil. I will gather a good
quantity of the seed this year to use for
anc.nsr season. It is the cheapest ma-
nure that can be used, and is ¢qual to
many more loads oif manure to vhe acre
than any farmer puts on his land. The
eeed should be huiled and cleaned the
same &8 other clover s2ed is prepared.
For hay for cattle, ic is good cut early
bafore it gets stalky, and two and three
crops can be cut from it when cut In
that state, and then it dies off.

— ity A P— ———————

There is less dem ind every year for
the extra large over fatiened hogs that
have taken two years to rcach matur-
ity. What i3 wanted for prcfitable
feeding is a thrifty pig that in six or
seven months’ growth will average a
pound of pork per day. This can
usually bemade at a profit. The heavier
hog costs more to keep, and its pork is
neither so good nor will it now sell so
well as pork that weighs 200 pouuds or
less per carcass.

e
SWEET CLOVER FOR BEES,
Our crop of honey has been very

good 8o far, mostly from sweet clover.

Bees won’t touch alfalfa till sweet

clover has done blossoming. I find

quite a change in the minds of some of
my neighbors. They are beginning to
think sweet clover is a pretty good
thing after all. I have sold some seed
to one, and two others are talking of
sowing some. It will grow on our
poorest land, and make a good crop,
and choke out all weeds we have in
this country, includiog sandburrs and
cockleburrs. If it were of no other use
it would pay well as a fertilizer. But
it is a splendid hay crop, and, in my
opinion, there is nothing better for
honey. I heve about ten acres seeded
down for next year. I put several
acres in corn at the last cultivating,
and have a nice stand. You see, by
putting it in the corn we have the crop
the next season. If sown in the fall, it
will come up early thenext spring, and
make a good growth that season, but
not seed. I always sow the seed with
the hull on.—Joseph S8haw, in Glean-

10gs8.
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.

Succesaful farming is a science. The
best posted man is generally the most
successful. A thorough knowledge of
the nature of the soil cultivated and its
adaptability to seeds and grains equips
the tiller of the soil for the application
of his practical knowledge and experi-
ence. The farmer is all the better for
a liberal literary education and a course
in a business college. He is enabled to
conduct his operations intelligently
and on business principles.

choice butter, and who are supplied
with all that assists in the lessening of
labor, can essily sescure better prices
than is cbtained for creamery butter.”

Ic will be noted that three proposi-
tions are laid down in ths above item.

First, it 18 stated that creamery but
ter is superior to that made on farms
and the reason given ig that creameries
are fitted with the latest appliances
for producing buiter. Now the facts
are that some creameries are so fitted
and some are not, yet doubtless the
majority have modern outfits.

Second, it is stated that the farmer
cannot compete with the creamery be
cause he has noj the facilities for so do
ing. Now this is a pretty broad and
garicus charge to make sgainst a class
as a whole. Just think of the editor
ot an agricultural paper—and ia this
case the proprieter and publicher—a
person who is dependent on the pro
gressive farmers for the support of his
publication, and through it his own
support, I say juit thick of such a per-
son makinz such a serious charge
against a class of persons in which is
included his own constituents, his pat-
rons, the parsons whose money he is
golieiting and taking in pay for a pub-
lication in which they are being slan-
dered. It is an outrsage tosay the least,
It may perhaps b3 offered as extenusa-
tion of such a cause that the editor and
proprietor ¢f the paper quoted from
had but recently come into these posi
tions and was experienced. But such
a plea wili hardly excuse him.

He ought to know enough about
prug:esszive farmers to know that many
of them have dairy houses, or rooms,
fisted out with needed modern appli
ances for all features of butter making.
Their list of appliauces include im
proved milk straincre, cream raising
apparatus, churn, butter worker, but
ter print, butter carriers for printed
butter, emall packages to be used when
butter is not printed and many other
little ariicles required, one of which ia
of course a thermometer. It is sus
pected that the writer of the quoted
item knows more about cffice matters
than butter making.

Third, he states that individuals who
make a specizalty of choice butter, and
who are supplied with all that assists
in the lessening of labor can easily
secure better prices than i3 obtained for
creamery butter. Now in the neme of
common sense if ‘‘individuals” can ac-
complish all claimed in third proposi
tion quoted —and they can—why can
not “the farmer” do the same? He

can,
F. W. McSELEY,

Clinton, Iowa.
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RIPENING CREAM PROPERLY,

—_—

A bulletin from the Iowa Experiment
Station makes the following statements
in regard to ripening cream:

“It would seem from experiments
that the right degree of acidity largely
governs the flavor of butter, all other
conditions being favorable. Another
essential feature in making good butter
is, that the cream should be frequently
stirred during the ripening proc:ss, as
many of the lactic acid germsare acro-
bic and rcquire free cxygen. Where
the cream ic warmer than the surround-
ing atmosphere, odors are given off;
where the cream is co ler, odors are
taken on. We have found the best re
sults to be obtained by quick ripening,
with frequent stirring. Our highest
flavored butter was produced when the
acidity was about 37 and the cream
ripened at a temperatue above 70 ds
grees. The writer could not say that
37 would do for all localities, as no ex-
periments have been conducted outside
of the college creamery. e found no
difficulty in changing th¢ flavor of but-
ter from one to three pgints where the

there is often a million dollars’ worth
piled up in the open air or ucder the
cover of rough shedas.

Toe veining and mottling of a log
end the veeners that are mads from it
fix its value. While all these special
woods of commerce are costly, prices
three ard four i{imes the average are
paid for unusuail patterns of rosewood,
mahogany and black walnut,

There are several hundred varieties
of fine woos brought each year into
New York, but of these only a few are
k:own (o commerce to any extent.
Mahogany, French burl, rcsswood
ciarly ash, American quartered oak,
fzured birch, black walnut, Circassian
wzlnut and satinwocd are the fancy
timber varieties that sell the best, their
prices running from three to ten cents
a foot for veneers These figures give
no ad«quate conception of values, until
they are examined carefully. Buat the
caleculation is a simple one. A veneer
is a thin strip cut from a board by a
shaving machine, 30 veneers bsing
allowed t0 each board of .an inch thick-
ness, the boards of these costly woods

a rule theee boards are eight to ten feet
long, ard thus a single veneer of ma-
hogany two feet wide and ten in lenth
iz worth, by ‘itself, from 50 cents to a
dollar. A double row of these veneers
ptled up five feet high is worth easily
$2.000.

In the log, mabogany 8ells here at §1
to $1 50 a foot, board measurement. It
comes from M:xico and Cuba, and,
brought to this city in logs, it is scld in
veneers. These vencers, stacked up in
pilee in the sheds, are so brittle that
the only way of shipping them to the
furniture and piano manufacturers is
to pack them in cases. A case usually
holds 500 sheets, or from $300 to $500
worth, and isso heavy that the strength
of from four to six men, with rollers,
is neceesary to get it upon a truck., A
case is known in the trade aga ' fl:tch.”

Even unvarnished and unpolished as
these rare woods are in the rough, the
patterns are easily visible, and the de-
signs and veining are very beautiful.
Nearly all these wocds are sold in
veneers, for two reasons: First, they
are too costly to use eolidly; and eec-
ond, they all have a tendency to warp.
Nexi in popularity to mahogany comes
American figured walnut, from Ken-
tucky, West Virginia, Tennessee and
the western part of North Carolina.
The finest logs of this timber are to be
found on the slopes of the Blue Ridge
and Cumberland Mountains. S)> im-
portant is it to get woods of fine pat-
terns that some leading walnut dealers
inspect the trees themselves before they
are cut down. They employ experi-
enced woodsmen to search over the
whole region where the best walnut
lies for months at & time, and then, the
finest trees having been marked, the
dealersleave thecity and go through the
woods on horseback themselves, select-
ing the most valuable trees, afterward
buying them from the farmers or the
owners of the land.

These precautions amply repay the
trouble, for the reason that at times
American walnut sells for 20 cents a
foot in veneers, and a single log six feet
long has been known to yield as much

as $525.
—_——p -
RELATIONS OF WAGES AND
PRICES.

High wages do not necessarily mean
high prices. For instance, in Aus-
tralia wages of laborers are 25 per cent
higher than in the Uaited Btates; yet
it only coste & working man one third
as much to ride on the railws&l of
Australia ag it does in America. Why?
Because in Australia the government
owns and tea the railways, while
in the United States the railways and
banks run the government.,

running about two feet in width, As




