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Brandon, ‘ about concert of actios among farm=rs

COrTON CGROWINGIN THE SQUTH

b |

Correspondence of the Proygressive farmer.
We hear a great deal being eaid

| for the purpose of decroasing tho area |

]

' olanted In cotton this year, in order !
l1pg crop of

tnat o etmilar ¢r: p may not ke put on ,

| themmarket of the world. But alittlere

Fach of the above-named papers are

quesled to keep the list atanding on

& first page and add others, provided

L2y are duly elected. Any p(;perfa:‘f-

.3 {o advocate the Ocala platform will
iropped from thelist promptly. Our
wie can now see whai paperg are
isizhed in their inlerest.

"AGRICULTURE.

vin't eut down any more forest land,
rove the lands already in cultiva

1,

‘o not waste the long winler even
2 in that which yields neither pieas-
not profic.

We think our farmers bought tco

. rzo a quantity of commereial fertili

r3 last spring.

A wheelbarrow on the farm is a
asure when needed, and 18 gome

nea equal almost to another hircd
L1,

Toe remedy i in giving more care to
the d=tails of production and work
- for beiter markets in the smaller
"ns and Citica.

Muny good lccal markete are entire-
wverlooked in the mad rush of ship-
nts to the larger cities. Near local
~kets are oftea best, study them
|

)! all classes of American citizens

. furmers should be the most united.

ith 1dentically the same interests

re ehould be no diviaiona while help-
ng to rolve great questicns,

The proper distrioution of small
ruite will not be eamplete unt:l special
{rigerator cars are placed on all lines

‘from which sales can be made at any
point, the eame as meats at the pres-
ent time,

Growerg should understard that it

ate just as much to pick, pack, trans-

-t end sell poor fruit a2 good; good

in a fair market is sure to pay
while poor fruit in any market is
t certain to return a losa.
\#re i3 no bueinees pursued by man
"or alivelihood which requires, in or
der to be suceessful, more thought,
‘ludy and a more scientific education
“han that of farming in i's various de-
vartments, yet it receives less, in the
“reat majority of cases.

The ‘‘pin money” the women of Penn-
“ylvania receive for their butter and
“#gs actually amounts to more than
the combined products of the mines
and oil wells of that State. If the yield
from chicken farms, dairy and cheese
lactories be added, the excess will be
8ix and & half million dollars,

- —

flaction will shaw tue utter impossibil |

. . . . I ¢ . 5 i ’ i ; " v |
» | ity of eff «cting the desired purpcse in | 10€ 8ame time grow crops that wili pay |
 this way.

Human nature is very sel
fsh, and if thero wasa prospect of a
gencral agreement, there are thousands
who would at once imwngine that now
wis the timo t¢ plant heavily to take
advantage of the prospeclive rige, and
the whole thing would be defeated,
There 18 no nced for any caonc rt of a
ton, for the men w

ho have been using |
|

three or four acres of land to grow
bale of cotton cacnot gsrow 1f in rz;i_.l
wayv any louger end hiva, Coiton as a

' 80ie crop is dope forever, just as wbon

as a sule erop 138 in the North., The man
who maikes anything from ectton
alter must be a farmer, avd not a8 mere
plaater, ggmbling on the charea2 of 8o
much fertii’z r giving him so much
coiton. He must learn how to acen
mulats fertiliny in his goil, whilo get

hore

ting inereasing ¢rops from it, and must
learn the fact that the only way to rest
land 18 to kecp it at work between eale
Crops growing peas and erimeon clover
t» feed stock for raising manure for the
corra and cotton, so that the cold-time
practice of dribling a listle fertilizer
in the furrow, for immediate ¢ {foct, can
be forever abandoned, and a generous
broadeesuing of the manure for the
bencfit of the soil take its place. O
course the change cannot be made ali
at once, but it behooves all farmers
whoee interests are in the cotton crop,
and with whom as a matter of neces
sity the cotton erop must be the money
crop, to begin to take measures to meke
it rcally a money crop, the eurplus
crop, but not the sole depeudence for
pa3ying all the expenses of the farm.
The fact that land can be brought up
to a high state of fertility by a proper
rotation of crecps, and the use of the
chesper forms of mineral fertilizars,
phosphoric acid ana potash, withours
the purchbase of the expensive nitrogen
has been abundantly proved, where
the leguminous crops, like peas and
clover, have been grown between the
sale crops. Now ig the time to begin
to get our lands into such a preper ro
tation. The Southern field or cow pea
will do more for the lands of the South
ern coast piain than any plant yet dis.
covered, as by its prowth the farmer is
enabled to get free from the air the
nitrogen which is 8o costly when pur

| cehased in a commercial fertiliz:r. Cot

ton uerds for ite growth a well balanced
fertilizer in whickh potash bas a promi
nent place, with & proper percentage
of the other elements of plant foed to
enable the plant to use the polash eco
nomically. Oa lacd where no peas or
other leguminous crep has beengrown
it will be necessary to use a complete
fertilizer, but if we have previouely
grown a crop of p:as or clover on the
land by the aid of mineral fertilizers,
there will be no need to buy the ccstly
nitrogen for the cotton crop. But it
will not do to assume that because
clover will help the land in the matter
of nitrogen, that it will keep the land
permeavently feriile. The peas them
selves are greedy consumers of potash
and phosphoric acid, and these being
applied to them, they will get the rest.

Thercfore if we want to start our
land in the proper rotation for the
growth of the cotton crop, it is essen
tial that we start with the pea crop,
and supply it with the essentials of its
growth. Let us start them next spring
and sow the pecas broadcast, not less
than a bushel per acre, and appiy to
them 300 pounds of acid phosphate and
fifty pounds of muriate of potash, or
200 pounds of kaioit per acre. This
will give us a good growth of peas, the
best use we can maka of these peas will
be to turn them into hay or
ensilage for feeding cattle. Then io
Scptember run a cutaway harrow over
the s:ubble and scw crimson clover at
the rate of fifteen pounds per acre.
This will grow during the winter, and
can be plowed under in the spring for
corn, and the same dose of fertilizer
given it.

Among the corn plant peas, and as
goon a8 the corn is off plow all under
and sow the land in winter oats with
peas for hay again, and plow the stub-

le for cotton the next season, fertiliz-
ing again with the same cheap fertili-
zers, and sow crimson clover all through
the cotton at the last working, to be
cut for hay in the spring and the land
put in corn again. You will soon find
that if you keep stock enough to use

—

up the forage you will grow that er:
long you will have home raade manuri
enougzh to eover your corn field over
b!"U.‘llit;‘.’&‘!t-. and ﬁ[‘:.‘*.i';y‘ von vill need p«
sriificial fertilizap exeept the dressiig

Do Vil

OIL-SOAKED COBS FOR KINDLING

to procacte the grawth of
pexze. Tuae rotaticn

plauned for the purpess of accamulat

.
o

i;:
it

ing fertility for the coston cron, and o

4

expenfex and give a profis besides
can point now to men oa the sandy |
fieldr of the South who sre precticn

Over a2 bele of ¢otlon por sere, aromeh

iz 60 tn 75 oushals of oate per noers

&)

ol) basnoels of corn. geep well brid

A
prock and have smake Bouses !l

oncon. growin and cured as et eaniy
tne Wes arn farmer ¢an grow 16, Th
citlon, wivslever tha prics, 8 ¢ profic
W. F Kassey
N. C Expernimon: Susbion,
- —— -
It 18 ;’F‘i;t?»“_“t!]y a nmisinke for

farmer's boy (o lenve the farm, and in
quite a3 many nstasnces it 1 also &

mistake for «he o.d man o leave gud
move to town. It i3 a mistake
Loy to thivk ke kaows as much a8 lis
father. The latier mav not be
p:ore intelligent of the two, but he at
least bas the bonefic of a great deal of
expericoce that the bey huas not ac
quired.

fli_[‘ fha
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THEOTHERCOTTON PRODUCER

S

Tae continent of Karope takes three
fourths of the cotton exported fromn
India and is begioping to complain
about tie quality. The British Consul
General at Antwerp reporis that Bel
gium took an annual average of 179 000
bales of India couten for the five years
from 1890 to 1894, but in 1595 took only
97,000 bales, He reported complaints
from the continent outside of Belgium
that the quality is deteriorating and
that the cotton is merketed in bad con-
dition. The Belgian imports of cotton
from the United States ic 1835 com-
pared favorably with those of previous
years,
be increased very much on sccount nf
the parrow limitd of the Nile \ alley,
Ruseian cotton is not a seriocus factor,
and gives no indication that it will be;
Indian corton is at its best diatinctly in
ferior to ours, and if it is now deterior
ating the situation may be regarded
with complacency by the planters of
our Houthern Btates. The Indian pro-
duction of cotton has shown a down-
ward teudency duriog the last few
years, 8o that the decreascd e¢xport is
not accounted for by the increase of
local manufacturing. —New York Juur-

nal of Commerce.
—— - e P — —

MAKING COUNTRY ROADS.

A report on road miking frcm the
Oatario Depertment of Agriculture
containg the following good polats:
“*Perfect drainage, first, of the founda
tion of tho roadbed; s2condly, of the
road surface, are the points in road.
making on which too much strees can-
not be laid. * * Surface drainage
18 acccmpliahed by open drains on each
side of the grade, havipg sufficient
_capacity to drain not ouly the roadbed,
but the land adjoining. With open
draics and with tile drains make and
maintain a free outlet to the nearest
water course. A drain with an outlet
is ugelcss. In constructing a good road
a dry foundatidn is the matter of first
importance. * * * The graded pc:-
tion of the road should te wide enough
to accommodate the travel upon it,
and not greater, the rlope beirg uni
form, pot beaped in the center. The
crown should be well above the over
fiow of siorm water, and eshould bave
a grade suflicient to shed water readily
to the open ditches on either side. Do
not round it up 8o as to make the grade
steep and dangerous, under the im-
pression that better draincge will
thereby be secured. Nor should it be
8o low as to allow water to stand upon
it in depressions. Under ordinary cir
cumstancss one inch and a balf to the
foot is a proper grade; that is, a road
bed twenty eix feet wide should be
from thirteen to twenty inches higher

at the center than at the side.”
—_— -

In any city or village many turnips
can be sold to private families by
near-by farmers if they will take the
pains to call on people at their homes.
It may seem slow work, but a wagon
load goes cff very quickly, especially
if the farmer has besides the white
varieties for early use some of the yel
low turnipg that will keep good until
spring. There is often late in theseason
a market for the coarse rutabagae
which are then the only turnips that

=

are in good condition to eat.

The Egyptian crop never can |

Much of the danger of usiug kercsene
oil for kindling fires would be avoideg
it corn cibs were handy (o be dipped
into the oil and used for kindiing. 'i‘r.ﬁ'
cobsz will hoild meore oil then will woed, i
and 1f dey sticks are piled ovsr the |
soakod cobs, they will gquickly make a |
bleza, which is always veeded on cold |

' mornings t6 hift the volume of cold air |
]

that salways found in pipes and ehim- |
nova after the five geoes down., [ I8
nol best to dip more than ooe or two
¢on3 into the oil. 1If all the kindling,
capsa2ially that on top, is wet wiih oil,
the fire will some times quick!y burn !
fi tha oil, and ther, without
ne ¢old air, a derso velume of carbonie
acid cas will settle dowan into the stove,
Rmng the gtariing of a f

jitniaw

fire worse
ihsia 1L was in the beginning,.

e o —

THE PARCEL POST.

Tas French farmier can send his pro
duce by matl in packages weighing 7
or legs Lo any part of that
country for 12¢ , while in Garmany the
rato 18 ondy 6. for puckages under 11
and 1c for every additional lb.
IEnzheh farmera are urgiog thetr post
otfice depariment to enlarge the par-
cols pesr, and reduce rates 8o that they
¢an m il their stuff direct to the con
'sumer, The farmers a'e) demeand the
cintreduetion of the cash on delivery
| System, just as goods are now ehippecd
| by exprees in this country, to be paid
| for on receipt. Tho Eoglish railways
 have made a handeome success of their
| plan, introduced last yesr, of coilecting
| small packages of produce at each sta-
\ tion and delivering direct to the store
| or consumer, collecting the money and
| remitting it to the farmer, all fora
'mcderate charge. All threeof these
' reforms are much needed in the United
State=, and we have no doubt will be

secured in time.—Farm aud Home,

—_— iy = o —-

FARM NOTES,

Wheat and potatoes are the two
i produets that ecan be grown and mar-
Roiea withcut [eediog upon the farm,
and they can be made to form a part
of the system of rotation, but the wheat
straw should be carefully saved and
used for bedding so far as can be done
to an advantage.

For this reason better health and
thrift can b2 maintained by allowing
heoge, growing hogs especially, the
range of a good pasture rather than to
keep closely confined. While if proper
care 13 taken a good variety can be
supplied ¢ven when confined ocn major-
ity of forms. This increases the work
materially and they miss the excreise
they secure when they ¢an have a pas
ture. While clover makes a better
pasture or green food for pigs, yet with
plenty of grass and a light ration of
grain or slop arapid growth can be
secured at comparatively a low cost,
and this is an important item feeding
pizs. With good pasturage thero is
litile necessity for changing the dry
ration, as they will be able to secure all
the vEricty they need.—N J. Bhepard,

in the Forum.
—_ - . — — ——

FALL PLOWING.

—_——

POULCS

shes,

We have in [ormer papers from time
to timo called attention to the import
ance of fall plowing on our heavy clay
lands or on thosze with an under strata
of st:ff clay subsoil. We have also
pointed out the importance of suppiy
ing vegetable material to these soils, in
order to gain the full bencfit of such
fall plowing. But perhap2 it will not
be amiss to refresh our minds as to the
powerful ir.fluence which humus or de-
caying vegetable maiter exercizes on
all characters of soils; also its office in
perfecting, as it were, the work which
proper fall plowing begins., In supply-
ing land with humus from any source
.it should not be overlooked that in giv-
ing it this plant food we at the same
time encourage chemical combinations
with the locked up elements already in
the land. Oa all elay soils, more par-
ticularly, there are mineral deposits of
plant food, but they are in such form
that growing plants cannot appropriate
them. They are not soluble in water
alone, and it becomes necessary that
we supply some more powerful agent
to accomplish the work of changing
and dissolving them. The carbonic
acid which is constantly being gener-
ated by decaying vegetable matter, is
known to be an ¢ffective solvent of
mineral substances, and becomes at
once the factor to transform these
otherwise unavailable deposita into
such soluble elements that the plants
can draw upon them for sustenance

and development. Humus therefore

not only feedst .e plant direcily, bat
is the active agens by which we secure
additi~nal plant focd supplies from
surroundivg conditiors ¢f the soil
Humus &lso has tha direct moeceanical
effect of looseuing siff clay soiis and |
exabdling them to ebsorb geces and to
ahsorb and hold a larger smount of |
moisture from rains and from the af- |
mosphere, The sufl. st land,
supplied with humus, will rereiy erust
cr bake even in the moet protracted
dronth., Oa sandy land humus has |
the opposite «ff-ct of holding vogether |
the too looge puarticles, and of prevens
ing the r3caps of moisture A porous
apil filleg Aumus is aig0 au emi
cently molsturs soscrtisg as well as
moisture boidiag scil —Southern Cuilni
vator,

if well

Wit

R e

Whencver phosphate 13 =own =it
grain, a part of the fertilizer 1s alway o
appropriated by the clover secd sown
with it, Clover is a lime plant, and 1. |
al3o veeds the phesphorie acid that is
a0 helpfultoths wheat, The phosphate |
i8 egpecially valuable whea applied to |
clover that is to produce a secd crop. |
Potash 13 also needed 1o make clover
sced well, ard should be applied in
some form.

n
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THE RECENT RISE IN WHEAT.

There may be a little extraordinary
foreign demand for cur wbeat which
exercises a little stimulating effect
upon the American wheat market.
Buat when we riflact that the foreign
wheat harvest don’t occur until next
February, and then notice the capers
our marke’s end pewspapers have cut
recently, it lcoks very much as if the
whole thing is gutten up to prove that
the price of wheat and gilver don’t
range together, says tne Peninsula
Trucker.

It it has beecn brought about, we
need no further evidence to prove that
the racney power has the nation by the
throat and can force the pecple and
the government to do itsevery bidding,
even to employing soldiers ard native
Hessians to acsassinate peaceful citi
zens, providing tne ixesutive hesd be
in sy pathy wita the move.

—_—p s —

There is far more danger of giving
house plants too much rather than too
little water in winter. Duriog the short
days and long nighte, with very little
sunlight on the soil, is hard to keep it
at a temperature where the plants can
grow vigorously. All the surplus water
added lowers the timperature until it
resches a point where the plants barely
exiat withcut making any growth, If
the soil has much wvegetable matter,
humic acid will be developed at a low
temperature and this will poison the
plant roots.

e

WHEAT AND PRICES.

Commentingon the outiook for wheat
prices, Bradstreot's says:

“*There need b2 no fear that the price
of wheat i3 likely to react and to re
main at the lower levels which pre
vailed for so mainy monthy prior to
recent advance of about twenty two
cents per bushel.

**That there will be enough wheat to
go around goes without saying, and it
is entirely possible that the alleged
gshortage in Ruszia has been magnified
aud the progpect for a decreased yield
in Argentina overdrawn. In fact, the
London Miller estimates the total re
quirements of wheat importing coun
tries at 22 000,000 bushels less than
total export supplies of wheat in ex
porting countrice—a pretty narrow
margin, though on the right side.

‘*But when the most has been told
with respect to the outlook for ample
supplies of wheat, the faci remains
that after four or five years of excees
ive output the yield fell away in 1895,
and has declined again in 1806, this
time more sharply; that supplies in
importing countries have been allowed
to run down, and, most important of
ail, that importing countries have been
first to discover the outlook for re
duced supplies aud for higher prices
themselves. The Ilate ‘boom’ did
not etart in the United States, but
in Eagland. The London Economist
concludes that wheat is likely to be
higher rather than lower, and that
there i8 a real deficit in the world’s
wheat crop. For the first time, per-
hape, eince 1879, America now seems
to hold the key to the situation, for
every bushel of wheat in the United
States available for export will be:
wanted abroad.”

B A S —
Teacher—What is a straight linef?
Pupil—The picture of its own road,
which each company prints in the rail

{ friond,

i-;,f & hen learning Lo eing.
| Prague, of Keokuk, told of & rooster

POULTRY YARD

SOME HEN STORIES.

At tho recont meeting in Chiecagn of
ghippers of pouliry and eges and but-
ter for the purpose of orgavising a
Naticnal Bhippers' Association, pleasa-
antries were mixcd with business. Ba-
twvean Lnines they talkea of their good
the hen, aod of ber sagacity
sud usefulness. Aliso of her brother,
the rooster. Tae muvecdotes served to
show thas the humble bird of com-
merce, if allowed to hive her full aver-
age of five to scven years, would make
ner mark., Shie is  endowed with
inteiligence and will do wonderful
thlaga, irom laying 180 fges in a year,
once in 6 while laying two in a day, to
foretelling the weather a day in ad-
Az a gong dird she i not a sue-
cese and Do one eould remember a case
Put Sam

vandce,

that could voecal za with congsiderable
success,

The bird was a Piymouth Roek,
owvned by E i1 Sirawbrioge, sn iowa
farmer. Sam went over to Eit's placa
one day to buy sowme poultry, and, go-
ing in at the front gate, heard weird
streins of music behind the barn. He
welked back to the source of harmony
and es he rounded the corner of the
barn saw El, sitting oo a barrel and
playing a fiddle.” Perched on a near-
by post was Dick, the roos'er, crowing
the words of “‘Marguerite” wiili start-
ling plaioness. Sam remained quiet
and had the joy of hearing a fowl ren-
dition of the ‘ Lay on the Lmust Min-
strel.” Tears came to his eyes,

“Ei,” he murmured, “I'll buy that
rooster. I love music.”

*Sam,” returned Eli, impresrively,
“Money cau't get him. Anyway, be
will not sing for anybody’s acrompani-

ment but mne "—Waestera Raral,
—— e - —

EGG AND SHELL FOOD.

It is well known that by a proper
gy stem of fead ing we can supply every
element of food that enters into the
composition of an ogg, saye & writer.in
Northwestern Agriculturist. In con-
sidering this sutj ¢t of feeding hens,
two thing must be remembered: First,
the kind of food required, and second,
the peculiar nature of the bird’s stom-
ach and digestive functions. The food
must necessarily contain every ele-
ment required to sustain the fowlin
good health and to provide material
for the production of eggs. The prin-
eipal requirement of a hen a year old
is earbonaceous matier for the susten-
anc2 of the animal heat, and nitrogen-
ous substance for the support of the
muscular system. Thess are provided
suffiziently in graine, and if a hen was
not expected to lay eggs on exclusive
grain diet, furnished in moderate quan-
tity, would supply all her needs. But
eggs are made up of various substances
in a concentrated form. They contain
& large proportion of albumen and con-
siderable fat and sulphur, while the
shells are nearly all earbonate of lime.

The feathers contain much sulphur,
ad these need also be provided for, go
that to secure a liberal production of
eggs all these substances must be fur-
nished in the food, and in such a form
that they can be easily digested, or
they are worse than uceless, as they
must be ir jarious to health. Any food
that is not digestible taxes the excre-
tcry organs to get rid of it, and this
undue call upon them disturbaz the bal-
ance of the system and produces dis-
ease,

The necessary rcquirements of an
animal should be furnished in food
substances and should not be given in
cruce form., DBecause a hen requires
lime and :ulphur it is not right that
limestone, or stone lime, or crude sul-
phur should be givea. The stone is
not digestible, and the sulphur is laxa-
tive in ite effect, and disturba the
bowels. Food rich in these substances
should be given in at least sufficient
quantity to supply the demands of the
hen for at least one egg per two daye.
None of the common grains supply
these elemonts in sufficient quantity,
but some others to be produced quite
eacily are rich in them. Rape seed,
which i8 easily grown, contains eight
poundas of sulphur in one thousand
pounds, and mustard seed has ten
pounde of sulphur in the thcusand.
Hemp seed containg eleven pounds of
lime in one thousand, and rape and
mustard seed five to seven pounds, re-

spectively. Lucerne leaves, dry, con-
tain twenty-eight pounds of hime to
the thousand, and white clover nine-
teen and one fourth pounds. Some of
these grains are as cheap as wheat and
are much more valuable for this use,

road map.—Boseton Transcript.

—Farmers’ Voice.




