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AGRIOCULTURE.
THE FARMER'S LETTER BOX,

= We hope every ene of our sub
seribors will contribute a brief letter to
this department. Keep us informed as
$0 what is happening among the farm
ers of your neighborbood. If youhave
gither by experiment or by any other
method discovered anything which you
think can be of interest to Notth Caro
lina farmers, tell them of it through
our cclumns,  Don’t think *“I'll wait
until others start the ball rolling,” but
jump in and help us yourself. Let us
hear from you. before next week
Henoeforth we hope to make this a
permanent feature of THE PROGRESSIVE
FarmeEr, Always give your real name
and address, even though you wish
gome other name signed to your letter.

W FWEREERIBFIPRIGS IR R

I wish to let the farmers know how
I hav: been cheated. I bought a sack
n s-ed meal from Durbam on
the 20 0 of January, and it is adulter-
ated wi:h eand, Farmers, beware of
all such cheat, Can give the name of
merchans if desired.—M. R. Upohureb,
Elm G:ove, N. C.

Ol1 Duplin is coming. Mr. John
Burnan killed a hog last week that
weighed 682 pounds, and Mr. Culin
Powall kiiled one that weighed 784
pounds, Both men live near Faison.
I hopa Bro. SBeawell will stop at Faison
and try to re-organizse Grove Alliance,
and also Goshan Alliance.—W. B.
Hargrove, Faison, N. C.
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A Sonoma oorrespondent of the
Waynegville Counier says: J. F. Jus-
tice one of Sonoma’s moes$ energetic
young men, has sold 12,000 pounds of
Whacsn that he grew last year, for the
neat sum of $2 000, making and aver-
822 of nearly 17 cents per pound. Wm.

Mcore has also sold 3500 pounds at 17
Centa yer pound. Within the radius
ot oue ¢q are mila there bas been more
thfm- 401 worth of tobacco, of last
Jears erop, sold,

l‘d:""'. 221 T yme SAVE: Farm pros

P2Cis in North Qarolina have been
C‘.'m:*‘-;:' v 1rqired into by the Btate
E:.-;._‘“"’ mer of Labor. Returns from
YS9 rerisontative farmers in the 96

"5 0! tha State are published in
17°h annual reporé of the labor
burean, Theee reportas showed a de
Clioe ia the valus of farm land in 60
“Otrties, and in 84 counties there was
i_l “ndenev toward emallpr farms. An
!mproved mode of living Was reported
0 71 counties. Cost of living increased
'8 3 counties, decreased in 65 counties,
8nd in the remaing 23 counties no
Change was reported. In only 29 of
the 96 counties was a decreasein wages

Coun

the

Door-keaper—Geo. T. Lane, Greene-

reported. In 68 counties labor was re
ported abundant, in 38 counties scarce
and in 68 counties laborers could find
employment all the year round. In18
cptmties an improved flnancial condi
tion waa reported. The average price
paid per month for farm labor was
$8 50 for men, 5 for women and 3 for
children,

' THE TOBACCO PRODUOTION,

WasaixaTon, D. O, Jan. 31 —The
final estimatea of the tobacco produe-
tion in the United States for 1896, made
by the Agricultural Department, place
the sotal yield at 403 004 320 pounds,
valued at $23 258 070. The area culsi-
vated amounted so0 594740 acres.
Beven BSiates produced a crop valued
at more than a million dollars, wvis:
Kontucky, $6,082 202; North Carolina,
$5 490 334; Virginia, $3,013 986; Ten-
nessee, $2 464 816; Ohnio, $1,066,000;
Pennsylvania, $1,399 542; Connecticus,
$1 325 668.

STATISTICAL OROP NTATEMENT,

Wasuivaron, D, O,, Jan. 31, —The
final estimates of acreage, productiowu
and wvalue of the crops in the United
Etates for 1897 made by the Ssatistician
of the Department of Agricuiturs, are
as follows:

Corn, 80,095 101 acres; 1,902 967,933
bushels, $501,073,952 value.

Wheas, 39 465,066 acres; 530,149 168
bushele; $428 547,131.

Oats, 25 730,375 acres; 698767 809
bushels; $147, 974 719 wvalue.

Rye, 1,708 561 acres; 37 8363 324 bush-
els; $13 239 647 valus.

Barley, 2719 116 acres; 66 685 137
buthels; $25,142 139 value.

Buckwheas, 717,836 acres; 14 997 451
bushels; $6 319 188 value.

Potatoesa, 2 534 577 acres; 164 015 964
bushels; $89 643 059 walue.

Hay, 42426770 wacres;
tone; $401,390,728 value.

Having found out an easy method in
which to trap insects, I wish to teach
others. Ié¢is easily done by suspend
ing in the gardem wide mouthed bottles
or jars, half filled with thin molasses
or very sweet water. I have tested the
effioacy of she insect trap, and have
found it all thas oan be desired for
trapping the butterflies, millers and
beetles of every species of insects that
infect fruit trees and vinea, vegetal.ies
and flowers. The worms on griape
vines, worms on $obacco, on tomat)es
and Irish potatoes, can readily be
frapped in this way. Every fruit tree,
every evergreen and deciduous tree,
every berry bush and fruit besring
vine, and every vegetable cultivated
in the garden is attacked by a species
of noxious insect which fourish ounly
where their appropriate species of
trees or fruis is cultivated ; and strange
to say, every one of these foes spring
from parent insects in the form of but
terflics, moth, millers, beetles or bugs,
every species of which will hazsrd
much for the sake of getting a taste of
the conients of the bostle. You will
readily find that in this way the insect
ravagers ocan be most successfully
foughs.—E. J. Rayburn, Ocffeeville,
Miss,

60,664,876

Every shipper should investigate in
advance of the shipping season and de
cide-on one or $wo good houses in each
markets he expects to use. He should
correspond with these houses, poeiing
them on the character and quality of
his expected crops, and he should ship
to them regularly throughout the
season. In this way the dealer and his
customers become acquainsed with the
quality of the goods, and, if they come
regularly, it is often poseible to eell
them in advance of arrival. A dealer
takes an interest in & regular shipper,
and will look out for hisintersts, Icis
never good policy to.ahip to one man
to day and another to morrow, aeting
on the whim of the moment, or yield
ing to the persuasions of the last solici
tor who asks for your shipments. It
is equally bad poliey to scaster a small
shipment among half a dosen houses in
the same market. Make your trade of
some impdrtance to the eommission
man, by sending good goods regularly,
and it will be to his inscrest to see that
you are given satisfaction. Xeep your
dealer posted in advance of the amount
and character of your shipments and
of the total shipments that are going
to his market from yocur locality. In
sist on his keeping you posted as t0 his
market and on his making you prompé
returns. Do not let him send you
weekly or monthly statements, bus de-
mand aceount sales and check for each
lot sent, on the day that it is sold. Do
not be afraid to spend a few dollars in

telegraphing. Bend a night rate mes.

a poor article of any kind.

sage noiifying the dealer of the amount
and quality and amount of each ship

ment made him, and require a daily
wire from each market you are ush.g
giving quotations, from actual sales.
This will cost something, bus no pro
duce shipper can afford to consign his
goods without this necessary informa-
tion.—F. 8 Barle.

FOUR DOLLARS A TON FOR CORN
STALKS,

*Thg despised corn stalk, which for
all these years the farmors have burnt
as of no acocount, just as the ocotton
planters used to throw aside the seed
of that plant as valuelees, at lass turas
out to be of such worth as to pay hand-
somely for marketing,” said Mr. D. M.
Frank, of Kentucky, at the Riggs.
“Our tarmers are selling it readily for
$4 a ion, and on an acre producing forty
bushels of corn thsre will be at least
two and a half tons of stalks. The use
t0o which the stalk is being put is one
of the most exsraordinary agricultural
discoveries of this day. At present
there are but two faetories in the coun
try sthat are equipped for making cellu-
lose out of this material, one of which
islocated at O wensboro, Ky, Ocllulose is
the pith of the corn stalk; its uses are
varied and wonderful and it has & mar
ket value of $400 a ton, War veesels
are lined with i, and whenever a ves
sal 80 lined is punctured with shos, the
contact of the water with the cellulose
causes that to swell, closing the aper-
ture and preventing the water from en-
bering beiween the ship’s inner and
outer walls.

‘‘Besides, the railreads have found it
%0 be far superior to cotton wasste for
packing journals, as it requires less oil
and obviates hot boxes. Asa covering
for steam pipes it is the best known
substance. For making paper it is
found superior to wood pulp, and from
it kodak films, frescoes, And all papier
machis articles can be made. This
does not begin $#0 exhaust the liss of it
marveious possibilities, and from what
I have seen and heard I believe that
domenas of other useful articles, as ling, |

leum, water proof garraents, patent - Annual Session of the South and Wiss

leather finish, and the like ean be pro
duced from this simple maserial of the
flelds."— Washington Poss.

-— P —————

TOBACCO VS, COTTON.

Ouar forefathers, it is said, away
back yonder, carried corn to miil in
one end of the sack with a rock in she
other end to balance it. After awhile
they learned that they oould carry
cora in ‘both ends and save the extra
load. The preseat generation, up to
the last few years, seemed to think
they could raise nothing bus cotson.
No bacon, no corn; but all cotton ! But
this bad its day and cur farmers began
$0 use their good common sense by
raisiog their home supplies—*'hog and
hominy.”

““Hog and hominy" first. Then comes
into consideration what shall be raised
to bring in money ! '

Heretofore most of our farmera have
depended on cotton es money crop.
The immense territory shat will pro
duce cotion and the immense quan
tity produced has made the price of
that staple low. Texas and other
States further South oan produce it
cheaper than this section. There is no
longer any prefis id cotton %o our farm.
ers. If a big crop is made this year,
a8 is likely, the price will nos be over
4 or § oents a pound.

The culture of bright tobacco for
many years has been gradually ex
tending further east, until at last many
farmers of this section have gone into
sobacco culiture and made money at is.

Go in tr 2 old cotton counties of Edge
combe, Wilson, Green, Pitt and a num-
ber of others, and you will find the old
gin houses gone down and tobacco
barns erected in every direction; the
farmers paying off their old cotton
mortgages and moving forward with
new life and vigor!

The raising of fine bright tobacco is
largely coofined to the territory of
Eastern Carolina, and the demand is
much greater than we can fill,

It is etated thas a pound of tobaoco
can be made at considerobly leas coes
than a pound of cotton. If the farmer
will plant a few acres in Sobacco and
attend to it properly, he will probably

make more on it than on a big acreage
in cotton. Gonod tobacco will alwa

command good prices, and cven ordi
nary tobacco pays better than cotton.
There is only loss, of course, in mak-
ing poor tobacco, as there is in making

This section is well adapted to the
growth of fine tobacco and we believe
the farmer who fails so plant some o
bacco will make a great mistake—To-

A COTTON PLANTERS TRUST.

Letter From Fred Turnobull to the Gov-
ernors of North Carolina and Florida.

The editor of T PROGRESSIVE
FARMER has been ghown the origiral of
the foilowing letters. The cotton plant
erd of the South certainly need some
thing like that of which Mr. Turabull
gpeaks, and if sound business men
were placed at the head of the institu-.
tion, it ocould doubtless be made of
great wvalus $o the South. Governor
Russell’s delegates will doubtleas do
their best to promote the establishment
of am institution of this kind:

i PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Jan. 29, '98,
Hon. Daniel L. Russell, Raleigh, N. C.:

Duar B1r:—1 take the liberty of en-
olosing you & copy of a letter which
I sent to Govermor W. D, Bioxham, of
Florids, after having read his invita
tion 0 the Goveroors of the Western
and SBouthern States, to attend a con-
gress which is to meect at Tampa, Fla.,
om the 8th, 93:h and 10th preoximos. I
thiak is will be t0 your interest, and to
the intereas of the State you represent,
0 freely discuss thia matter.

SBinoce writing the letter to Gov. Blex
bam, I find tbhat the wool men have
passed a resolution, embodying the
sasmo principles for their protection,
with regard to weol, and as wool is
raised, more or less, in every State of
the Unios, you oan readily understand
how much more easily the ectton
planters can coasrol their producs than
the wool men ocan theirs.

I shall be glad to hear from you, if
you have any questions to ask on this
subject, or, if you see any difficulties
in carrying out sueh a scheme.

Yours truly,
Frzp, TURNBULL.

No. 180 WesT WALNUT LANE,
. Germ:antown, Pa., Jan. 30, 1898,
The Hon W. D. Bloxham, Tallahassee,

Florida:

DEaAr £m:—Iread, in o night’s Even-
ing Telegraph, a letter from you, invié
ing sthe @Governors of the Southern and
Western Siates to astend the Fifth

OCommercial Congress, to eonvene at
Tampa, Florida, on February 8sh, 9th
and 10th, the object of said Congrees
being te oonsider the means 0 increase
the interchange of all merchandise and
articles, betweem she SBouth and West,
and $0 promote the movement of grain
and all other products of the Western
States to Bouthern distributing mar-
keta, and, through the Scuthern ports,
for export. Inother words, sir, I infer
taat it is the gemeral desire to bring
presperity to the South, which, for
many years, has known naught but
destitution and poverty.

Having married into a Southern
family, I am somewhat familiar with
the conditions of that seciion of our
county, and I deem(this is & fitting ep
portunity of brimging to the notice of
youraelf and the Congress, which shall
gshortly convene at Tampa, Fioridas, a
scheme which oceurs to my mind, of
rehabilitating the Soutb, causing the
emile of fortune to epread ikself in
every direotion, circulating money
and making sad hearte glad. You

the Bouthern Btates; it is the staple
producs of that section of our country,
and the price it brings in the markets
here and in Liverpocl, determines the
prosperity or adversity of the South.
Why the Southern planters have
quietly folded their arms these many
years, allowing others to wvalue their
crops, while it has been in their power
to place their own value thereon, is a
question I cannot understand. Pre
suming that sthe ocotton crop of the
South last season was 10,000,000 bales,
(the exact figures, I balieve, are 9,250, -
000), and sold there at an average price
to the planter of 4 centa per pound, this
means that $200,000,000 found their
way into the avenues of BSouthern
¢rade. Presuming, however, that the
crop had netted the planiers an aver-
age of 8 cents per pound, equaling
$400,000,000, and thas this sum was
now circulasting through the avenues
of Southern trade, do you think that
the Southern people would nos feel she
differancet I understand that there
are three or more grades of cotton—let
the lowess grade be rated at 8 conts,
and the others proportionately higher.
Now, sir, this condition of affairs
Gan readily and easily be brought
about—is¢ would require only the ser
vices of a few shrewd business South-

must admis that ‘‘Cotton is King” ind.

ern gentlemen, of standing and known |
ability, so effect this metamorphosis.
In the North, we have pools of many
industries, then why not organise, (if

ern Cotéon Pool,” which would control
every bale of cotton raised in the South,
fix the market prices, efféct all pales
and control the acreage planted with
cotton from year to year.

- The first thing necessary in the for-
mation of the pool, woculd be money to
be used in organiming is. With this
end in view, a levy of say 10 cents per
bale would be made, on every bale of
ootton raised, and, presuming that the
crop was 10,000,000 bales, (taking last
scason’s statistics), this would produce
$1,000,000. If the levy were $1 per
per bale, the resulting sum would be
$10,000,000. It is a question which
could be subscbuently decided ; I mean
the amount of thelevy. Of eourse, the
pool would require sufficient, (a0 more
or no lees), to pay its consingence ex-
penses; namely, cfiice and warehouse
rents, clerical force’'s and mansger’s
salaries, and something in the way of
reimburgement to the President and
Beard of Directors, who would require
t0 meet at stated periods, and also to
earry through the winter montha the

| emall, impecunious planters, with ad

vances in cash upon the cotton they
may be raiging, (instead of being com-
pelled o deal with stores, as at pres
en!), Each cotton growing occunty in
each State, warehouses would be re-
quired 1o be rented, or, if necessary,
buils, and in each such centre, the pool
would r¢quire to have a representative
or agent, (ihoroughly competent to
grade and classgify cotton), whose pay
would be adjusted in proportion 0 the
number of bales that passed through
his hands during the season.

The cotton crop, when harvested,
‘would be stored in the pool warehouses,
and 75 psr cent. of the market price
would be advanced to such as required
cash, or any such percentage as may
be determined upon later, the pool be-
ing empowered to raise all necessary
funds from the banks, giving
them a lien on the cotton in storage.
The head offices of the pool might be,
let us esay, in Atlanta, Georgia, or in
any other town considered more cen
tral. All sales of cotton would be
effected through this cffice only, and
shipments would be made from the
various counsy warchouses. Each
planter being a member of the pool,
with his name appearing on the pool's
ledger, would be credited with the vari
ous quantities and grades of cotton de-
livered, at the fixed selling price there
of and he would be debited with cash
advances, and alsd0 with the fixed
charges of the pool, which in this ex-
amplification, is 1 5 cent a pound, The
books of the pool would be balanced
each year, duly audited, and each
member would. bs rendered a state
ment of his account.

Now, sir, presuming ‘that the ex-
penses of the pool are $10,000,000 per
annum, it would leave a surplus of
$290,000,000 for the planters, or, in
other worda, their cotton would net
them 78 10 conts per pound. If they
have managed to exist all theee years,
getting only starvation prices for their
cotton, imagine what it would mean to
them, if they received 8 centaor 9 cents
per pound, and what d:fference would
it make to the ultimate con:umer of
ootton goods, whether the manufac
turer paid § cents or 10 oents for his
raw mafderial? If a man bought a suit
of clothes, all eotton, there would not
be more than 4 or 5§ pounds of cotton
in the suit, and who would grudge the
difference of 20 cents or 25 centscn a
guit of clothest I am alive to the fact
that the mill men, the cotton brokers,
the cotton merchants, etc., would op
pose this scheme to the death, but
what if they did, when we consider the
vast boom it would be to the wkole
Southern eection of our country?!

Now, sir, I am not egotistical enough
to imagine, for one moment, that I
have formulated a plan to put this
scheme in motion. There are, how-
ever, men peculiarly suited to carry
out in detail such a echeme as I have
outlined, and I believe that every busi
ness man will agree with me that there
is not any insurmountable barrier in
the way, to prevené ita being carried
to a successful issue, with ite concomi
tant bleseings, for & moet descrving
people. If you think of any barriers
or difficulties, after reading this, I
shall esteem it a great favor if you will
communicate with

Yours respectfully,
Frep, TURNBULL.

If you want $0 be miserable, think
about yourself, about what you wang,
what you like, what respeet people
ought to pay you, and what people

bacco Culfure.

you please so to nams it), “The South-

thivk of you.—Oharles Kingsley. «

DOES IT PAY?

Doﬁtﬂp&y t0o buy expensive mach-
inery toclsand allow them to lay
out in the field or barnyard all winier
for want of a shed? .

Does it pay to buy fruit trees of
agents when you can obtain the same
grade of etock direct from the nursery
at less than one half the prices the
agent will charge yout

Does it pay to continue feeding
dunghill fowls when you can purchase
a few settings of eggs from purebred
fowls at a emall additional expense?

Does it pay to spend several dollars
each year for political newspapers and
at the same time refuse to subscribe
for an agricultural or live stock papert

Does it pay to fill your library with
trashy literature because i$ is cheap,
and not own one volume that pertaing
to farming? |

Does it pay to allow your chickens to
roost on trees and fences and do with-
out eggs in the winter time or bave
none to sell when the price is hight

Does it pay to hire a teacher to in-
struct your children and condemn him
if your children do not like him, or
praise him if they do, and you no$
vigis the school once during thé term?

Does it pay to give your boy a eols
or calf and eell is when it is grown and
pocket the money yourself ¢

Doéa it pay to allow the manure to
accumulate about your barns and sheds
and cause you 0 wade about in the
mud all winter?

Does it pay to leave your corn out im
the shock all winter, 60 be husked
next spring after the rats and mice
have worked upon it and the snow and
rain have spoiled the foddert

Does it pay to allow your fences te
get ous of repair, thereby causing your
stock to bccome breachy and you te
lose your temper?

Does it pay to allow the seeds of nox-
ious weeds to ripen and seed down your
placet

Does it pay to cut your wood just as
you use it, thus haviog greem wood to
burn all the time?

Doee it pay to buy or do withous
fruit and berries just because it takes
some time and toil to raise them?

Does it pay to waste the long winter
evenings in idleness when with a little
determination you might carry out a
course of reading that will aid you in
your profession?

Doea it pay to purchase shings at
public sales that you have no use for
Jjust beeause you can get eight or twelve
months’ time!?

Does it pay to put off repairisg your
tools, greasing your harness, planming
your work until next spring that can
be done to a better advantags now!

Does it pay for a farmer to dabble im
politics and neglect his farm work te
get an officet

and shrubs to keep crowdiog you oué

fenoce to rott

Does it pay to purchase everything
you ea$, wear and use of your home
merchants when you can in many
cases save from 10 to 25 per cent. by
purchaging direot from the manufae
turer or wholesale house?

Does it pay to farm ficlds that are
covered with stumps and stones rather
than haul them off ¢
! Does it pay to wait until time #o
make garden or plant your epring
orops before purchasing your garden
and ficld seedst

Finally, does it pay to go along year
after year in a alip shod manner, there-
by disgracing the profeseion you fol-
lowt—J. O, Kimmell, in Farmers’
Gruide.
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A VALUABLE RECEIPT.

Warts on Horses.—A eorrespondent
of an Eoglish sgricultural journal
many years ago, gave the following
simple remedy for curing warts of dif-
ferent kinda on horses, mules and cas-
tle: Anoint the wart three times with
clean, freeh hog’s lard, about two days
between limes. I have had warts cm
my horses—bleeding warta of a large
size, rattling warts, and sced warts—to
the number of more than one hundred
on one horse’s head. I have never been
able to find the warts after the shird
application. For cuts, bruises, galls,
etc., the application of fresh lard—
eisher for man or beast—is worth more
than any patent liniments in use. It

not itritate raw fleeh, ag liniments do.

How often do large fortunes
young men! I should like to 'be
ruined, but I can get on very well as

I am,—Artemus Ward,

Does it pay to allow the briars, vines

info the field each year and eause the

will remove pain instantly, and does




