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ZDITORIAL NOTES

“ I am atandiny

It i3 not too late to prepeare for soma
of the severest of winter's weather
Then it would be well to think m-n a
plan or system for the coming Spring
Man was intended to work by system;
therein lies his advantage OVer brute
creation, which generally is incapable

of thinking ahead. *

I e m——
While eyes are wurning Southward

in the direction of tropical islands, it is
interesting %> note, according ‘to the
United States Minister to Hayti, that
Americaa capital is about to seek ap
entranca into that is'and to develop lt_a
resources A New Jersey company I8
being formed to consLruct Artesian
wolls+and water supply in variouslocal-
ities. Another company proposes to
develop the native wocds which are
very hard and susceptiole of a hfgh
polish. Ampotoer syndicate i3 being
tormed to build a railrosd which will
open uo the northern part of the isiand
Republic. The nativa government 18
aiding these enterprices a8 far as pos-
gible, and d¢sirra to inducs American
capital to invest there and assiss in de
veloping unknown resources.

— ety et

The San Francisco (Call prints a de
geription of what i8 undoubtedly the
largest ‘single field of wheat ever
planted, in the State, if notin the coun
try. It covers 25 00) acres or 40 -quire
miles and is nne fl «t, almost level plot
of ground. If the day is clear every
part of the fleid can be seen fromevery
other part. There areno rcadsthiougn
the field, and every foot of the field
will be made to yield wheat, Plo#»ing
and planting began about the middle
of las” July and will not be completed
before the middle of the winter, buithe
grain will all mature at about the same
time, when will coms the herculean
task of harvesting it. The owner of
the Clovie wheat i 11 Mr Clovis Cole
has to employ over 210 men, over 1 000
horaes and a numb-r ot tons of big ma
chinery. The entire harvesting will
be done by machinery ; cutting, thrash
ing and even sacking and leaving the
grain in rows io bage. will be done all
in one operation. The time of the
“‘zood old times” and the hand sickle
have inde«d passed

———————ly v

Prof Gilbart H Hicka, of the Divis
ion of Brtany in tre D :partment of
Agriculture died suddeniy last week at
his residercs in Washington. He was
a native of Michigan and graduate of
the Michigan Agzricultural College,
where later he taught botany. He was
in charge of the seed testing laboratory
of the D:partment, passing upon all
seeda comiog into this country for the
Department and Experiment Station
work. Prof Hicks perfected a very
exocellent system of seed examination
and clarification before distribution;
also sead testing for impuriiies apnd
adulteration, as practiced by both by
foreign exoorters to the United SBtateg,
and native dealers, He discovercd
and brougnt o account a number of
firms selliog highly adulterated farm
and garden seeds the Dapartment be
ing empowered by act of Congreas to

doing fraudulent business. Mr. H cks

7

will be mourn¢d by the many close
friends he has made a8 well as feit in
directly by the great sgricultural fra-
ternicy in whose interests he was a

tireiess laoorer.
S >

We cannot too stroogly nor too often
urge ths supreme importavce of plant
iog seeds thai are perfectly pura and
fresh. Bo2eds that are off sred at cheap
prices are almoet invariably of doubt
ful origin and uncertain age, sure to
causg the planter disappointment and
loss. The thoughtful plauter’s only
eurety lies in buying sceda sent out by
a conscientious and trustworthy house.
Now, wa bave received a copy of the
very handsome seed catelogue issued
by F. B Milla, Rose Hill, N. Y. Mr.
Millas is one of cur very best seedemen,
and we advise our readers to drop a
postal to the above address for a copy
of his catalogue. Do not fail to say
that you raw their ad in Taeg Pro
GRESSIVE FArMeEr Then, too, a vast
numpoer of American gardenera have
{(sod bave bhad for year:) the utmost
«onfl lence in seeds that bear the name,
D N, Ferry & Oo, Dacroit, Mich. The
present generation of planters cao
nard:y remember the time when
Forry's seeds were not on sale every
where each year and as regularly
planted by thousands—with the great
eat faith in the unvarying quality of
the seeds and in the integrity of the
firm that grew them Every planter,
whether already a buyer of Ferry’s
seeds Oor not, should sind for Ferry's
S8c¢ed Annual for 1899 It is mailed free
to anyone who mentions THE Pro
GRESSIVE FARMER

Taoe firm of J J. H. Gregory & Sons,
Marblenead, Mass , is also perlectly re-
hable and catalogues free. None of
our subscribers need hesitate to buy
from either of these three houses,

M)sL extravagaat claims have been

made both for and agains: the Mid
African Limbless cotton or the Jack
son Limbless cotton, which is one and
the eame thing. That theclaima made
a8 to the wondrous advantages of this
couton are fukes, 18 beyond question,
a8 this paper has more than occs given
facts to prove; but on the other hand
the etatement made that the variety
is absolutely worthless, is alsd mis
leeding. Toere were three firms in
Atlanta gelliog seed, charging as high
as $200 per bushel, but it is probable
thas with the publicity which the press
has given the matter, their szles have
rapidly dacreased. The Cotton Planter
say8 iromically that a liberal pruning
18 necessary to make it limbless, that
there was nothing with the Jackson
Limblees coiton seed sent out; the
fault lay with thick headed Mississippi
farmers who were notemart enough to
keep their cotton pruned. L. H,
Dawey, Assistact Botanist of the D>
partment of Agricultvre, who investi-
zated the matter at the instance of
8 cretary Wilgon, believea the Jack
son to be a good variety and useful io
some sections, though not worth any
favecy price. While not in any sense
iimbless, i1te limbs are much shorter
toao those of other varieties, which is
an advantage. The heavies: yield of
the cotton plant is borpe on the lower
oranches and the weight of the bolls
sinkiog these down near the ground, in
the event of rain the cotton is certain
t> be bespattered and irjured. This
trouble is absent in the Jackson, as the
limbe are ghort and stout acd do oot
sag, 80 a3 to endanger the bolle being
spattered with mud Mer. Loewey re
g+rds the Jackeon a8 one of a number

of the best varietieg
—_——p - ——— —————

“How shall we get at the wealth in
the subsoil{” asks an exchange which
then answers its question thus: “Why,
plow to the surface, to the air and sun
and frost and mix vegetable matter
with it an1i pulveriza it thoroughly.”

That is good adviee, but just a word
of caution wants to go in here: to do
it gradually, a little at & time. an inch
each vear. It is suppoeed, of courre,
that such advice relates to poor land;
deep. rich land is sa:isfactory as it ia.
But if land which has been-plowed to
the depth of five inches for as far
b.ck ascan be remembered is suddenly
plowed a foot deep and eix or seven
inches of bard, ciay subsoil thrown up
onto the surface, it will take a mighty
lot of vegetable matter to work it
u)» profitably. We once saw in the
sand hilis of Florida an iostance of how

land could be properly enriched and
deepaned. Most of the land in the sec-

deep with soil (loamy sand) acd below
thit was a sub. of bright yellow sand,

.  %ion referred to was about five inches
publish the namea of such seedimen '

ful never to turn up any of this yellow
saud ; they only worked and produced
in the top soil. A farmer who knew
the wvalue of cowpeas, planted & crop
broadcast and plowed them under,
turniog up an inch of yellow soil,
which was mixed in with the surface
goil by harrowing. Planting a winier
crop, he agiin sowed peas in the spring
and again (urned them under, throw
ing up another inch of yeilow goil
Thais. it will be seen, came next to the
s0il containing the firat crop of peas,
with which it was mixed. He hai
been continuing this process, when we
saw bis land, for six yeare, ucing & lit
tle lime, and his =oil was a fine black
loam nine or ten irches deep and capa
bie of producing immenss crops for

that section.
- el i o P—

The foll:wing 1tem from a corre
spendent of one of our eX :hanges was
copied by us sometime ago and seems
to have attracied considerabie atten
tion:

“Ss, fellow farmer, I say raige more
opnions. Putout an acre or half acre—
for experiment you might say—but I
aay you need not experiment, for if
your goil i3 mellow enough to produce
corn, wheat, ete., then it will produce
about 3000 bushels of orions to the
acre, that will brinz you from one to
two dollars per bushel. The imple-
ments won’t cost more than §20, and
say about $30 will pay for your labor
on them. Don’t tell me onions don's
pay! I have tried it and know what I
am talking about. If you wish you
can make arranogements with some
buyers for your crop at a certain price
before you raise it, and 80 be always
gure of goocd money.”

Quoe farmer asked us toget theauthor
to write an essay on conion growing
Thia we did rot do, because thsauthor
lived hundrede of miles from North
Carolina, and therefore did not know
the needs and environments of onion
growers in this State; but we did get
Prof. Frank F. Emery, of cur State Ex
periment Btation, to writeus an article
on the eubjsct, and ic is need o33 to say
that he bhas covered the grcund in
every particular. Prof!. E nery will
continue to contribute reguiariy toour
coiumne, but will not in future confine
himeelf to dairy subjeocts. Hstce we
nope that any of our farmer readers
who have any questions to agk or sug:
gestious to make regarding the farm,
crops, live stock, ete, etc, will not
heasitate to eend them in And do not
forget that we ghall be glad to have
your experierca and your idees for
publiction. Remember THE PROGRESS
IVE FARMER i3 here to serve ycu and it
always gives us pleasure (o do 80 in
any way poseible

AGRICULTURE.
ONION CULTURE,

Where to Grow Ounions---When to Grow
Them---How to Crow Them: - Prof
Emery Tells Progressive Farmer Read
ers all About the Subject.

Correspondence of The Progressive Farmer.
Tone culwure of this excellent vege-

table has largely been left by farmers

to the market gardeners. Too much

*‘trouble;” *‘too fuswing,” and ‘‘tuo

much backaching hard work” for the

tarmer and his hired help. But it re-
quires patient application to make suc-
cessful crops of any kind, and this is
no objoction to the onion more than to
other erops. We do not propose to in
terfere with the market gardener in
advocating the production of oaniors
on the farm, bit the tendency is un
avoidable to put more onions on the
market, as our atock will noteat many
of them beyond a few which can be
cooked for hogs and pouliry. Ogions
must be s>id for human consumption
if raiesed. If more were ¢i)nsumed the
general health of the community would
doubtless average better than at pres-
ent. At the ruling prices for onions
many thousands more bushels can be
put on the market thanare now grown,
aod find profitable eale, but the cream
of profic to some growers and deslers
would be lost

LAND AND PREPARATION,

The soil must be rich, worked well,
and of a fiae tith in order to produce
the best crops. A previous crop of
potatoes or of cow peas ia beat tostart
onions after When once started,
onions may succeed onions very well
if maggots do not get into the fleld, in
which case a new place removed by
gnne dietance from the infested field
will be batter than risking dea‘ruciive
losses from insects at the old place.
The eoil should be a rich loam, but
may grade toward sandy, or bs of a

it right so it will not bake. A reprint
of an old Arabic work on agriculture
says the land should be plowed three
timez beforc planting, and puts stress
orp thorough workiog the land before
planting, and also on irrigation. Ra
cent writers insist on clean lend and
the use of chemical manures instead
of barnyard manures, because cf liabil-
ity of weed seeds being contained there-
in, If a little more care and more fre-
qaert stirring of the eoil is given weeds
need not be feared. But a day or two
of neglecs or rain at @ critical time
carries them beyond control, hence
the value of clean iand and clean, fre
q1ent culture.

SEEDING

There are a considerablse number of
variaties all ¢f which may be treated
alike ea to seedsowing. Toere are
some varieties which are propagated
by plantiog out litile bulbs grawn 1a
the ground or on the tops. These are
aot the masy prol:fi : varieties, but are
200d sorts tO grow for home use,

Tne variety muy be selected with
rcfsrence to us2 to which it is to be
put. Becure some seed cataloguee from
reliable seedsmen and find out what
they represent as begg acearding to ex
perience for your regicn. Then buy
about six pounds per acre, of good
geed, and at oncze teat it betweern flan
nel cloths by the kitchen hearth, or
wherever you can keep the tempera-
ture between 50 degrees Fahrenheit at
night and 75 degrees or 80 degrees
Fahrenhis at highest during the day.
Lay a flannel over a shallow plate ot
uin or earthenware in which you keep
s0me water ; count 200 or 390 seeds and
diepcee them in open order by hun
dreds on the flannel, spread a wet
flainnel over the seeds, and a dry one
over it to control evaporation and
cooling. Take out rprouted seeds by
count every day until you know how
many, or what percent. cf the seed is
viable, or alive. (It is well to do this
with other seeds and to plant only
zood seeds) If you)get 90 per cent. or
u*neor cors, of aeed to grow, then five
 uode per acre will be enough to sow.

SPaCIAL TOOLS

needed to cultivate onione are a gar
den szed sower which can be ueed in
the vegetable garden for other varie
sies cf vegetables to advantage. It isa
labor saver. In obtaining halfa dczen
reed catalogues you will find two or
three in which these tools are illus-
trated and cffered for sale. They may
he obtaired from Business Agent Par-
ker. A combination seeder, and a
light wheel hoe with changeable parts
zill make an ou!fis with which the seed
*an be spwn and two men can use at
same time in cultivation. Becure the
tool to be used most with as high, light,
and strong a wheel as possible. 1t is
best for the purpose. Then there are
several kinds of Bland tools. Szveral
of one or more kinds of theze are indis
able, Oae of the most useful is in the
form of a reap hook. Cos's 25 centr,
or by the dozen perhaps 15 cents. A
piece of scythe web, bent in the form
indicated % to 1 inch wide snd with
piece of wood on icch side of handle
will be ar admirable tool and equally
as good. It should be sharpened on
both edges for use in either hand on
both gides of the onion row, or row of
other vegetables in the kitchen garden
The piece of ecythe should be about 15
inches long. These tools may be rein
forced by two or three each of light
steel hoes, and ecuffl ) hoes, the latter 8
or 10 inches wide and the same number
of steel tcoth garden rakes. To these
might well be added a eprinkling cart,
tu: waich can be dispensed with

Wich the plot of land well prepared
for te.d

SOME GOOD DAY IN FEBRUARY,
earlier in Eastern and later in West
ern No:th Carolina, try the seeder
with the onion seed in it and set it to
deliver 15 or 20 live seed to each foot
of row. Do this test in the house or
barn and be sure you have enough to
account for the percentage of seed that
did not grow. Then put the seed in the
ground, and in this process let the little
covering wheel behind the seed dropper
roll heavily on the row and walk on
the row yourseif. Then do not fail to
gee that you know by examination
whether plante come up firat where
you did or did not step in the row. Put
the rows 15 inchee apart for this crop

The plants being up 8o the rowa can
be seen, take the large wheel tool and
glicing bottom part and run through
twice in a row. D) this yourself and
try to see how near you can come to

the onion plants and not disturb one in !

hand work. If you have a straddle
wheel machine set the tool on either
gide to come as near as you can trust
yourszel! at a walk without disturbing
the plants. This writer prefers the
gingle whezl machine

NEXT THE HAND WORK,

With the hand tools and a coarss bran
sack folded as a pad acd tied over each
knee, start in where the wheel hoe be-
gan and clean the ground ia the row
of every vestige of a weed and scrape
over evary equare inch that the whenl
hoe did not clesn. There msy not be
a weed ia sight, but two or thres may
be under the rqguare inch neglacted
ready to come up the next! morning
after you have passed ard cleaa cul
ture is the rule for good profis in onion
calture. Reopeat this often. BEvery
time a shower causesa little erust to
form, go over with the wheel hoes. As
often as a weed can be found go over
with the hand weedzrs. The lazy row
will yield least oniors and of poorest
quality.

WHEN THE ONIONS ARE RIPE,
which will be July or August, they
may be raked loose from thzir roota
with the above named rakes and lie in
windrows of abouc five onion rows
each and dry out.

In order to hasten the ripening and
help the bulbs in some casea a light
barrel ig rolled over the tops in June
or July, say when the earliest healthy
plants begin to ripen. This checkstop
growth and may change the character
of growth from a large top acd poor
onion to a marketable onion.

When the tops have withered and
the bulbs are quite dry twis; off the
dry tops and haul to shelter. This
should be done in dry weather, and it
may be well to say there should be
little or no rain on the crop alter raked
up in windrows.

Store the crop in a cool dry place
ready to b2 put on the market. If
early and you are in the Hast, you

muaet
WATCH MARKET REPORTS CLOSFLY

aod ehip at the oari..e% moment you
see prices will pay. 2hip North or
South, wherever you can get most net
money per bushel. In order to ¢ this

reports from New Orleans youwnd the
Guilf and Atlantic seaboard ic Boston.

Bubacribe for thote newspapors
which give this information ' You
may need a Northern avd a Southern
paper to gt it

Oneof the firgt things to do will be
to secure a little treatise on gardening,
or onion culture. These can be had

through your paper publishers. As to
LAND AND MANURES.
Almost every writer will warn

against animal wmapure because of
weed=. Yousbould know whether you
feed weedy hay or grain, and be your
own judge whether you can use your
own stable manure. We should use
our3 and do use it in garden. Then
add probably only acid phosphate and
kaini", or muriate of potash. Or bet
ter, if you have a large amdjunt of
wood ashes at hand use thess, Oaions
lova potash.

Without stable manure as high as
1 0(0 to 2,000 pounds of complete chem
ical manure has been recommended
and used. This to contain about 7
pounds potash, 6 pounds phosphoric
acid and 4 pounds nitrogen per hun-
dred weight. On rich land use less
nitrogen. But only high manuring
with

CLEAN CULTURE
will pay well. This is inteneive farm
iog. FraNk E EMERY.
— S rea— —
THE PEANUT 1RUST.

In our “‘paseing events” column last
week reference wae made to the fact
that James E Campbell, of Ohio, with
gome others, would probsbly get con-
trol of the peanut busiuess in Norfolk.

It haa been passed around since that
time that the peanut cleaning concerns
have about completed arrangemente
for a peanut trust, and that the condi-
tions on which those not going in will
remain alone is that they can buy their
proportional part of the crop outside.

It would seem, then, reasooably to
the farmers’ interesj for them to egell
their peanuts to whatever agents or
buyers they can find who represent
concerns that do not belong to a pea-
nut trust, or do not propose to go into
a trust.

As Halifax county is one of the finest
peanut sections in the country, this
matter is one of importance to our peo-
ple.—Scotland Neck Commonwealth.

Carolina Admirably Adapted to the

Growth and Early Maturity of Hops.

Hope of a quality only equalled by
the best Bohemian are grown hrre,
says a Southern Pines, N. C., corre-
spendeat of ove of our exchanges,* and
mada ready for market weeks before
the New York or Western grower can
begin the picking of his earliest vari-
ety and as the coss of production is less
than in any other hop growing region
it is plaicly to be seen why these peo-
ple early became owners of land and
are now ulilizing it to their prefit,
That they are doing 8o ia attested by
the fact that they already bave more
than four thousand acres in fruit, sev-
eral hop yards ot fiveq to twenty acres
each and a considerable cumber of
mixed farms, largs and small, within
converient working distance of their
homes in town.

It is unquestionably truoe that Norih
Carolina is the native home of the hop,
a2 it is of the grape and it is equslly
true that the bestsection for hop grow-
iog is the one where nature started the
businesa,

In this gection where the eoil is a
sandy clay loam of great depth, are
hop vines which are known to have
produced crope annually for more than
gaventy five years. These native vines
are prolific, the hops produced vary-
iog greatly in gquality and siz3 and
time of ripening. They usually con-
tain an abundance of lupulin. The cul-
tivated varieties trazeplanted from the
North do well bere. The English clue-
ter grown here diffors materially from
the clutter grown in New York in that
it contains a much larger per cent. of
lupulin, is seedless and has sn aroma
that is considered floner than that of
any hop grown in this country.

The cultivation of the hop in Caro-
lina is diffarent from the cultivation
given to it in New York fielde and is
done at less cost, Cow peas aregrown
in our hop yards, the peas being gath-
ered and the vin¢s cut after the hops
are cff. The pea vine hay is stacked
around poles in the yard and is used
the fol owing spring as & muleh around
the hop vine. COotton eeed ig an ex sel-
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turn~d under with the pea slubble at
eay timeo daring the winter. The cow
pes thus grow™ and ultilized, iz a pay-
ing ccop, lessenicy ths work of culti-
vation and groatly improving the land,

From one yard of ten acres was har-
vested a consideradla crop of bops four
and a half months after planting and
sold =t 25 cen's & prund when choice
New York hops wure cucied ag 17
cente. The crop of a2ix acrs yurd was
put through the kiln in July. By a
judicious selection of varieties iho
piching season is extended from the
middle of July to late October.

Hope have never been grown for
market by Carolina farmers and the
business for some years to come will
undoubtedly be in the hands of men
coming from other gectione. S me ex-
perienced hop growere from Germany
are now clearing land and planting
hope near here. They tell us our hops
are a8 good as the best Germsn and
that they can grow bops here cheaper
than in Germany,

Experience has: demonstrated the
fact that the business of hop growing
can be carried on under more favorable
circumstances and with greater profi¢
in the native lamd of the hop than elsc-
where. Here in Carolina, climate, soil
and other natural conditions are favor-
able to hop culture and these condi-
tions combine to produce the earliest
and the best and to make the cost of
production less than it is in any other
hop growing State in America.

Good field labor costs less than half
as much and the cost of picking is not
one fourth as much as in New York.
B.ildings cost much less. Hop poles
cost $25 to $45 per thousand. Two
crope are grown upon the same land
for lese than it costs to grow a single
crop at the North. Hop growers at the
North and West alike should note and
remember that the Carolina hop is
ready for market long before any other
American hop and therefore cc mmands
a higher price than is ever paid for the
earliest, but later coming New York
hop. Being seedlees it hasa still greater
selling value and this eelling value is
still further increased because of its
greater strength and finer quality.
Note also the fact that hops grown in
other eections cannot be put on the
market until after the Cerolina hops
are out of the grower’s hands. These
facts make it apparent that growers of

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 8.]




