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Were we to ask what feed should
be given to farm horsesa and road-
gters, the reply would invariably be,
w1 uothy hayand cornand oats.’’ So
gniversal is this praoctice, it has be-
come considered almost the only
rale.

Bat while such a ration is good, it
does not necessarily follow that it is
the only one to feed. If one cares
nothing for the expense and cost of
feed, all wall and good. The ma-
jority of the farming class, however,
must consider the financial side and
the feed nz of all farm animals 8o as
to prodace the best results through
least cost of food. We have paid

much attention $o cattle feeding and
shesp and s ~ine feeding, but most

of us are inclined to hold on to the
proverbial timthy-corn-oats ration
for horses.

Are there substitutes for timothy
hay f.r feeding farm horses? At
present prices we have several rough-
age feads thut may be used in place
of timothy, among the many are the
following important ones: Corn
stover, cow pea hay, and clover hay.

The firat named is an universal
orop in America, and of it I want to
spesk. Few of us realize the feed-
ing importunce of this crop. In the
South and Weat we waste corn stover.
In the East we raise only enough for
the silo. What are the results? We
are obliged to feed a high priced

food stuff in form of timothy, that |

has had a commercial value during
the past two years of #$20 a ton
throughout the Eastern and South-
ern States.

Now, if the reader will follow me
1 will mention the results of an ex-
periment conduocted by the writer
while eonnected with the New Hamp
shire Experiment Station. The ex-
periments wi'h feeding horses ex
tanded through a period of two
whole years and during the whole
time all feed was weighed each horse,
as well as the water consumed. The
horses were weighed twice each
week s0 as to have the whole facts
complete. We long recognized the
high wvalue of corn stover as a food
for all kinds of cattle, but gave it no
sttenti .»n as a horse food To ocom
pure its value with high quality
timothy hay, a part of the 1899 corn
crop #as out and dried in the field,
and after being husked the stover
was taken to the barn and stored.
The stover wa< then ran through the
snsilige cutter and taken to the
horse barn, where it was fed in com-
parison to timothy. The experiment
lastad from January 26th until April
#th. Four horses were used: one
was fod timothy, corn and oats; a
sscond horse, corn stover, corn and
oats ;4 third, timothy, corn and bran ;
wd &« fourtn corn stover, corn and
bran., Thus we compared the hay
and «tver when fed with two differ-
fnt gruin rations. And in both cases
the corn stover proved of equal value
0 11 nothy hay and was furnished at
but u fonrth the coss.

When we oonsider the relative

North Carolina, and each township
needs A MAN, or ten men would be
better.

We saw in a recent article in THE
PROGRESSIVE FARMER the statement
that there are about 5,000 young
men who commence farming in
North Carolina each year, which
gives to each to #nship an average of
five young farmers. Suppose each
one of these were well trained in
farm work, and had in addition to
this traininz from one to four year's
schooling in some good agricultural
sohool, like the A. and M. College, of
this State. What would be the re
sults? Words could but faintly tell
their importanoce.

Wherever you find one up to-date
farmer in any community, you will
see his neighbors will first condemn
his work, then note his sucoess,
adopt his methods, and finally praise
him for his enterprise. There is an
opening in each township for
sach a man and our people in
the depths of their hearts
are oonstantly orying, Give us a
man. We have all the diamonds
in the rough that we need, but they
need polishing s0 that they will re
fleot their light in every direotion to
attract the attention of all around
them. These young farmers need to
read not leas than three good agri-
cultural journals like THE PROGRESS-
IvE FARMER and many others

We are an imitative people, and all
we need is to be shown improved
‘methods and it will not require much
persuasion 0 mak® us imitate Mr.
Enterprise. But here is our weak
point, it is getting these young men
to strike out on these new or im
proved ways. It takes a horse to
lead, any mule can follow. Haere is
where we need the man.

A young man in a neighborhood
by his enterprise would get all the
young men in a literary society and
disouss questions relating to his
work and then stimulate all aroand
him. It would lead to the purohas
ing of a school library. I§ would
show the young that there was some-
thing more in farming than making
a little meat and bread for the ‘‘old
'oman an’ the young uns,’’ and cotton
and ‘‘terbacker’’ emnough to buy
some ooffee and a little whiskey to
get drunk on and calico enough to
dress the ‘‘gals’’ a little. Old hedge
rows would melt away. Fine stock
would drive out the sorubs that
often cost more than double their
value. ‘

The plow boy was sought so
much was so hard to find in the
late winter or early spring because
following a mule all day long plow-
ing a narrow strip of land at each
farrow is not a very desirable job.
Mount a sulky plow or cutaway har-
row with two or four horses and
plow nearly as muoch in one day as
the old turn plow would in a week
It would leave the plowman ina con-
dition to attend to any meeting
or business after the day’s work was
done, instead of being compelled to

u8 many others of our State, has
saffered very munh this year from
rain. We fought ¢ General Green’’
all sommer and whipped him this
fall by making good hay of him
There has been much hay saved in our
section this year, and it is well that
it is 8o, for nearly all fodderf was
practioslly ruined by rain.

Corn is about one fourth of a crop
in this section; ootton is no bhetter ;
while tobacc» was one-third of a
crop, and brought fair prices. Corn
is being sold at 70 cents per bushsl

The boll worm made its appearancé
in our cotton thia season for the firat
time. It enters the boll at its base,
or near it, and lisérally riddles the
inside of it. I believe most farmers
lay by cotton too soon, as I experi
mented some this year, and where 1
left it clean I get 40 per cent. more
ootton than where I didn’t.

Sweet potatoes will make a fair

| crop. Some are being dug.

Many of our farmers have given
up their crops to the landlords, and
quit farming; some going to saw
mills, and othera to the towns, while
many aim $o hire out next season to
larger farmers.

Oar dear old State went a long
time without calamities, but it has
had its portion this year. Did it
ever occur to yon, dear reader, that
God sent these things on ns for a
purpose? You remember that last
year our people were ready to kill
each other over politics, so perhaps
these calamities were sent to remind
us. As this has been an off year in
politios our people are more friendly
than they were last year. As 1902
will be campaign year, let us say
and ¢o nothing that would hurt the
feelings of our neighbor, remember-
ing he has the same rights as we.

RaNpALL H. FUssgLL.

Dauplin Co., N. C.
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SOME NOTES FROM THE EAST.

Vorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer,

A few words from this scction may
not be unfavorably received by your
readers.

Oaqr crops, in Lenoir county, have
not turned out as well as we shounld
like. But I must say that, long ago,
we had given up the hope for even
two-thirds of an average harvest,
especially for cotton. But the good
prices received for tobacco, sold in
the warehonses here in Kinston,
have had a tendency to buoy up the
spirita of ounr farmers and to make
amends, somewhat, for shortage in
the cotton. 1t is wonderful and
very gratifying to our Lenoir farm-
ers and also to many who reside in
neighboring counties, to see how
well the prices for tobacco have held
up on the Kinston market—even for
very inferior grades.

HAY.

It was, for many years, the talk
that hay could not be raised to any
con<iderable extent anywhere in
Eastern North Carolina. But it has
never been true. It is true that not
many farmers made an effort to oul-
tivate this crop or tosave the native

the BSelection department of the
paper, has rare gifts In his special
line. Itis the paper specially needed
in the home of every farmer;and I
cannot understand why it has not
a very large circaulati-n. If a man
read this paper and no other, he
would be a wide-awake, up to-date
man of intellizence and information.
May THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER con-
tinue to prosper and increase in its
subsoription list till there is not a
county in the State where the best
farmers in it are not subsoribers.
The number for October 29th is one
of special interest. ARACHEL.
Lenoir Co., N. C.

FACTS ABOUT THE CORN PLANT WORTH
ENOWING.

Prof. B. W. Kilgore, State Chemisat
and Director of the North Carolina
Experiment Station, gives us the
following facts in regard to the corn
plant: Taking the corn plantas a
who'e, 46 per cent. of the whole is in
the euar, inclu ing the grain and cob
only, and 54 per cent. isin the stalks,
blade and husks, Of the corn stover
there is 60 psr oent. stalk, 30 per
cent. blades and 10 per cent. shuoks,
or husk. There is more digestible
nuriment in the ear than in the
stover, but they are nearer together
than most farmers imagine. Of the
digestible matter in the corn plant
61 per censt. is in the ear and 49 per
oent. is in the stover. It is easy to
see, then, that those who fail to
make the best use of the stover are
losing & very large per centage of
the feeding value of the corn plant,
and when this is reduced, by shred-
ding, into a condition in which itcan
be consumed, there is an immense
additlon to the feeding value of the
corn orop. And yet all over the
great corn growing sections of the
Central West what an immense
waste of cattle food annually ocoars
from the stalks left in the field,
which contain nearly one half of the
digestible part of the corn plant!
Shredding will go far towards oor-
recting this. Cat down oorn stover
is hard stuff to keep, but the shred
ded stover is easily kept in stacks or
ricks when shelter is scarce —Prof.
W. F. Massey.

NORTH CAROLINA FARM NOTES.

Sheriff Page, of Wake county, an
observant farmer, says much hay is
being saved, and that he is informed
by dealers in farm machinery, eto.,
that they have sold more mowers
this year than in ten years past.
Most of the buyers are uring the ma-
chines to cut hay in their neighbor
hoods —Ex.

Danbury Reporter: Corn and
wheat are both quoted at eighty
cents per bushel in Danbury.——The
large herd of Angora goats whioh
were recently placed at the Vade Me-
oum Springs are reported to be dying
from eating ivy. Mr. John H. Sparks,
the owner of the goats, will in the
near future move them down on the
large tract of mountain land which
he has purochased a short distance
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By the way, boys, I forgot to tell
you the best way to set out straw
berry plants. Not one farmer in
fifty doas it this way, so [ will aug-
gest the plan and ask you to adoptit.
You are aware that good plants
have roots six inches long; now to
insure good results those roota should
be set deep in the ground. You
might take a spade and press into
the earth for a hole, but I would pre-
fer to make a long paddle-shaped in.
strument out of a four-inch beard.
The paddle end should be hewn with
an axe to an edge and the top rounded
a little to clasp with the hand. Now
take a mallet, or some heavy ham.
mer, and commence 0 make holes
on your row. Drive down the re-
quired six inches, rock your paddle
back and.fourth two or three timea
8o a8 t0 make a good opening, then
gently pull it out and make other
holes about fifteen inches apart
When one row of holes is made set
the plants before commencing on
another. In setting be sure and get
the roots down and the dirt pressed
against them. A good way to press
the dirt is to take a pointed atickand
push into the earth and give a quick
pry motion towards the plant »nd
the work is done. Smooth with
your hand and go on with the others.
I will explain why you should do
this instead of soratching out some
dirt with your fingers and putting
the plant in it. First, the roots are
down in their natural position. BSeo-
ond, in case of dry weather they are
not 80 easily dried up. Third, they
grow faster and throw out runners
sooner. This last spring I set out
three rowg across my garden (eight
rods) and this tall you can hardly
find a missing place, and yet the
drought ruined many plants, gar-
dens and fields everywhere. With-
out this deep setting three fourths
would surely have died.

Now I am going to tell youof a
little dream I had the other night. I
dreamed your father made fun of
the idea that you could lay up $50
from your berries and still have all
the family could use. The curiosity
of the dream is that it hits pretty
close and contains a good deal of
truth. Bat, boys, that is a very
moderate amount, and I will tell you
why. This year I had four rows of
strawberries aoross my garden and
Mra. C. said she would pick some for
the neighbors and ocall it pin money.
Of course I got quite interested in
her account and helped pick and run
errands. The first pickingse gave her
ten cents per quart, but after that
only six and eight cents. Wae filled
the boxes full and gof quite a run
over store berries at five cents. 1
tell you it pays to put big berries in
the bottom and fill the boxes up
rounding. We gave away a great
many boxes, ate saucerfuls three
times a day, besides our winter’s
supply. Well, the pin money
amounted to $21.19.

In telling you about saucerfuls
makes me think of a little incident

bring the runners of your strawberry
plunts into a row about two and A
half feet wide. This will give you a
guod chance to muloh with straw for
winter covering and raking between
the rows for summer.

We will now set ont ten rows of
your early cabbage It will take
about 1,350 plants, as you will set
them about 14 or 15 inches apars.
Take that stick you made for press-
ing the dirt against the strawberry
plants and make a hole for each cab-
bage. Give that same quick pry
movement and the plant is set. Now,
this setting wants to be done just as
early in the spring as possible. The
plants will stand lots of frost. I
have eeen them buried in snow and
ocome out smiling. After they are
get take a hoe and hoe them. Why
hoe them soquickly? Because when
you were down on your knees you
didn’t have time to smoothe the dirs
properly. In a week hoe again, and
if any plants are missing reset. The
more you keep the soil atirred the
faster they grow. Remember, &
week in advance of others means &
double price for your market cab-
bages. If it rains stir the ground
as soon a8 it is dry enough. Heavy
rains pack the ground and if it comes
on dry the ground gets hard and
dries out faster. Top dust will
aotually keep moisture in and pre-
vent the terrible effecta of the
drought. I had a little experience
of that last summer. My brother
had a cabbage patoh ocontaining
about 7,000 plants. Bickness in the
family prevented him from setting
them out and I volunteered to take
charge of them myself. Well, you
know how dry it was. A good many
plants died, but I kept the ground
oultivated and hoed. They were set
in rows three feet apart, s0 it was
not much of a job to cultivate. They
grew in spite of the terrible heal
and drought. Gardens around Muk-
wonago, in fact everywhere, were
shy of cabbage, 8o we had the whole
market on early ones. Most of his
sales were made at $6 per 100. The

last were down to §2, but they were
the sorubs.

Now, raising early cabbages for
market will depend upon three im-
portant particulars. First, are you
located so you can get them to ma»-
ket? Becond, get early plants all set
early. Third, do not let the weeds
grow, which means keep cultivating
and hoeing, 80 a8 to force an early
matarity. Of course, your ground
is rich, for you made it extra nice
by putting the manure on extra
thick. The seoret of good gardening
is a rich soil and a good hoe with &
willing hand to guide it. Let me tell
you how to hoe. ‘I learned of an
Englishman when I was a boy, and
to tell you the truth that English-
man was the only man I ever saw
who knew how to hoe. Most people
pick up the weeds and then set them
out again by stepping on the moist
earth. To hoe scientifically (now
don’t laugh, boys, when I say hoe
soientifically, for it is just as muoch
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mutter in form of the corn
«r ucre, but scarcely a couple
per acre in form of timothy

) e <9

s1ves a double reason for a
n tonded use of the corn plant.
e city fellow pay twenty dol-
r ton for timothy hay if he
t let the farmer grow plenty
«nd then by use of the cut-
-nredder prepare the stover
rsa feed, which he oan use
thare i3 no excessive hard
) nd he will feed the farm
¢ «f an expense equivalent to
E s over half ag much 48 when
" 18 used.
rd to the wise is enough.”
CHARLES W. BURKETT,
Experiment Station.
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“stunity commands us to pass

'juries ; policy, to let them pass
u}' o

—Franklin.

that old grass blade, he will long to
be an engineer or follow something
that will give some ohancs to think
and use his higher powers instead of
being a machine himself.

These are some of the things that

we long t> ses changed Some old

fogies ory out that it will cost too
much to get these improved tools
Here are 50 aores of land to plow
every year—b50 days’ work for the
average horse and plow. A good cuta-
way plow can be had for $25 or $30
whioh will last five to ten years and
with swo to four horses do the work
in ten days or less and only one plow-
man. Do you see the point? Make

your own oaloulation.

We cannot keep our boys on the
farm and grind them down at hard
toil all the time. Then let us work
to get as many of these young,
trained farmers as we oan, for it will
pay usa hundred fold in years to

ocomse.
HARRY FARMER.

Columbus Co'l N. C.

town. Ten times as much could
easily be produced with little effort.
Oune of our physicians, who is also a
farmer, makes a very large crop of
mixed crab grass and cow pea vines,
on his place mear town. The crab
grass requifing no seeding, the
ground is well plowed in the spring
and the peas broadcasted—that’s all.
The yield is enormous in weight and
excosedingly nutritious. Abundance
of hay can be made in Eastern North
Carolina.

THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER AN EDUCA-
TOR.

The more I read this paper, the
better I like it. Every week, it
ocomes loaded with solid, substantial,
intelleotual food. You get the news
that is worth reading, with no dirt
in it. It is most essentially a clean
paper. All the contributors seem to
be serious men. Their agricultural

articles are full of information—

tusinese men say that it cannot ex-
ceed one fourth of last year’'s yield,
and that it is the shortest, by far, in
their recollection. This is abund-
antly proven by the amount of work
done by the gins, as well as the re
ports given by the farmers them
selves and the quantity being mar-
ketad, etc.

A gentleman in Wilkes county
gold his crop of apples on the trees
for $550. This looks like a consider-
able price for an apple crop, but
there ia no reason why fruit crops
just as profitable should not be
raised in this county. At any rate,
experiment has never proven that it
can’t be done and until the effort is
made and found to be a failure, it is
as reasonable to suppose it can be
done here as well as elsewhere. Oar
farmers should try it, anyway.—
Lumberton Robesonian.

hundred One lady said she would
take three dozen. The amount was
80 small I said something about it
and by way of $trying to increase the
order eaid I should put down eight
hundrad plants. The laay looked up
into the wagon where I was standing
and and said: ‘It makes a differ-
ence, Mister, whether yon buy them
or raise them .’ It is just the same
with your berries. If you buy them
the good mother economizes by
using those little, stingy sauce dishes,
but if you raise them then comeas the
fat shortcakes for dinner and the
sancerfuls for supper and breakfasst.
That picture alone ought to inspire
any owner of a Jersey cow to have a
strawberry bed. My ! boys, do you
know of anything as good as a big
dish full of ripe strawberries with
plenty of cream and sugar? They

handle, the other on the end, hold it
stiff in the hands and draw the Llade
through the top of the ground about
an inch deep. This outs every weed
off and the dirt slides over the hoe
anditflooksas thougha weed had not
been disturbed, but you have done
the whole businesa at one sweep, and
you take a step forward. Now, do
you see the science? One motion
swept through the ground the dis-
tance of two feet, the ground was
stirred and the weeds fixed for good.
It will require practice, but when
acquired will be a very useful art.
It is a little hard on the arms when
there is a crust, but it is so much
faster and better than picking that
you will not care.

John Radmon:i in a recent speech
at Cork, said he wounld unite the

can be duplicated only by one berry,

world-wide Irish race for Ireland’s
freedom.




