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~ Agriculture.

mucxme AND SHIPPING
WATERMELONS.

|y Article by Prof Irby, Formerly
;picr:l'.nriu of the North Carolina Ex-
p.;-;men: Statien.

yence of The Progressive Farmer.

i_\ln a

1t is the privilege of all of our
yrmers & have an abundance cf
catermalons of good quality. Many
gy to raise melons with no work or
é}ioﬂ melons can be raised on
g andy lands, and by fertilizing
wol, they ocan be grown to perfeo
gon even on the very thin lands.
1ay off the rows ten feet each way
god g_ oat at the interseotions about
15 to 18 inohes. Fill this with well
ptted manare, pine straw or woods
gould. Puta good handful of com
gercisl fertilizer on this manure.
pull the soil on this fertilizer and
manure, making a good broad hill,
not too high, but about six inches in
height and $00 feet aocross. Thus it
will be seen that the surface is about
gr inches from the manure and
shen the seeds are put in two to
iree inches deep, that they will be
Jout three inohes above the fertili-
g The seeds will sprout and grow
¢ vigorously at first from what
jithey have in the seeds, and by
getne the roots meed extra food
grbave reached down to the fer-
gier. This preparation should be
uis at least a week before the seeds
pplanted, and the seeds should be
jnted just before the last frost is
pected. I say b¢ fore the last frost
jrder that they may come up just
er the froas.
In Central North Carolina the last
«t comes on an average about the
tcf April. A good plan is to be-

j Time

]::Sing for market the first of
iﬁ wx plant on the South side of
"

ill, putting in about four seeds.
¥ week later plant again on north
# regardless of the oondition of
i first planting, and then one week
ser plant again. In this way you
ue ad vantage of the oldest and best
knts. Suppose the seeds planted
igril 1st should germinate April 7¢h
giyon should plant again on that
ate. If there comes no more froat,
2 you ure all right and have only
Riestroy the extra plants; butifa
et should come Agril 10th then
% first planting will be deatroyed,
Withe second planting has been in

& ground three days and are of
e three days ahead of what
"ild be planted on that day. This
a shonld be followed when the
s are grown for market asa
% iy s0omer or later will determ.
23 Wieher the crop will pay a hand-
¥ prodt or will be grown at a lose.

Te ot can be protected with a

iz piace of bark, pine straw, or

"dui <ome plant early in tin
"% wdin large turnips scooped
Wi the turnips set outin the
%4 when frost is mo longer ex
Weied , early melons are the
“'E{:m:_ iring the fancy prices.
¢ grown for family use, a few
&5 luter mukes no difference.
for shipping, they shoun'd
& t.ngh, thick-rind wvariety,
W the Kolb (Gem, Jones or the

i Pall about two days
:;e”-?‘-’ vou would for home use,
%Y will ripen some on the road
® carcial not to bruise in the
;‘_""--“ “1 curefully pack in the cars.
“fa%er 19 show any one how to
:i! Car than isis to tell them. It
{’n““ tring tobacco; you have to
e .~ Actoal experience How

y ¥l make a few suggestions.

25}'_5;‘,.““,‘ or wheat straw into
Ui*a:‘ 't 12 inches deep. Com-
m?-tervf ‘i ends and paok to the
?ehf* car. First put downa
%, oot melons at the end, be-
,f&a': *hiat there is no play be
Koy, C last melon and the wall.
iy :’* I these a8 nearly as pos-:
,t.,__p_‘--" :nother row of longer
%:T_n Xt puta row on top of
%, . | % being careful to put
N iinst the wall and tho
e s and top on the second
. : melons. Keep up this
. @ doors are reached with
b, ° " 1he melons should have
s, “hatever, but should be
'ﬂeu‘{‘}”‘“";'T ¢ach other and the wall.

YL ends are paocked to the

doors then nail plank across the

{ doors three feet high. Paock in this

square space as compactly as posasible
and as near on the plan of the rest
as possible and the work is finished.

Sell on the side track if possible,
a8 there is no telling what the car
of melons will bring after they leave
you; for often you are called on to
help pay the freight. Be sure you
know sthe man you ship to, as there
is more rasocality perpetrated by
commission merchants of fruits and
vegetables than any othér. Sell on
the side track for $75 rather than
risk getting $100 per car by shipping
yourself.

For local markets you can be gov-
erned by oiroumstances and sell
wholesale or retail them from the
wagon. Remember an early orop,
or a very late orop, is the one that
pays best. BENJAMIN IRBY.
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BEAUFORT COUNTY FARM NOTES,

Oorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer.

Farmers in these parts, the central
and eastern portions of Beaufort
County, are right muoch behind with
their work on account of unfavorable
weather. Hence the hitherto early
ocrops will be later than usual this
season. The acreage in Irish pota-
toes, however, will be fully as large,
if not larger than it was last year.

The signs of the times indicate
that our planters this year will
diversify their crops even more than
usual. Preparations are being made
to ounltivate some of nearly every-
thing adapted to our soil and climate.
Tobaoco is one of the exoceptions; I
hear of no one here who aimsa to cul-
tivate she weed.

Beveral years ago there were many
of our people driven to the wall by
depending entirely on their ocotton
cropa for all their supplies. Bince
then there has been a change for the
better. There is mow no farmer,
large or small, known to the writer,
in the county, who does not make it
a point to raise most of his supplies
at home. Everybody now, more or
less, diversifies his orops with corn,
cow peas, oats, grass, Irish potatoes,
sweet potatoes, cotton, etoc. Cotton
has not been king with us for some
time.

The most fertile and produotive
land in our county is a large area of
ewamp containing several thousands
of acres known as Bouth Creek Poco-
sin. Quite a large aoreage of this
land has been held for many years
by wealthy owners for speculative
purposes, the terms of sale being
such as to render the farmer unable
to buy. Two traocts of the lands
thus held have been sold to other
speculators within the last two years.
These have recently been divided up
into plats of suitable size for farms
and are now being sold to farmers on
long time, but at high figures. Some
twenty-five or thirty of these plats
have already been sold to the work.
ing men, and though the price of the
unsold portion is rapidly advancing,
nearly doubling in leas than a yesr,
there are still buyers to be found.
Of course, the speculators will realize
by far the greater profit out of the
transaction, and some of the buyers
(farmers) will probably ‘go under”
in the end, for it is certain that the
situations places them largely on the
tender mercies of the parties of the
first part—the speculators. This
condition, however, is better and
more hopeful for the future than it
would have been for all this produo-
tiveness and riohness to be eutirely
lost to the county. Every stroke of
well direoted labor on this land means
inoreased production apd the general
enhancement of property in this
section.

Our public roads are perhaps bet
ter than the roads in some parts of
the State, but they are not so good
as they ought to be, and might be
greatly improved at a comparatively
small coss. Crop HOPPER.

Beaufort Co, N C.
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Daplin Journal: Onions are the
leading article of perishable stuff
now being shipped to the Northern
markets. There has been quite a de-
mand for them this season, and from
the hundreds of packages that have

been transported to the cities of late,
we must believe they are highly per-

fumed by now.

HARRY FARNER'S TALKS,

LXVII.
Uorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer.

The boys will want to go fishing
occasionally now a days. Let them
go; it will do them good. “All
work and no play makes Jack a dall
boy.’” Some times it is a good idea to
assign a task to be dome ator by a
certain time, and when it is done, let
the boys have any extra time they
may have gained. We liked fishing
when a boy and used to do our best
in order to get through a certain job
in time to go fishing We have
spent all day along the banks of a
oreek, wading through the mud and
water, doing without dinner and go-
ing home late in the afternoon with
about two ocenta’ worth of fish, and
far more weary than if we had
plowed all day; at other times we
would have more suoccess and oatoh
enough for a good ‘‘mess.”’

A day off from home will do any
farmer good. It will help him by
taking his mind off of his work and
he can take hold next day with
greater oourage. Many farmers
stick too olosely to work. It will
help them to see what others are do-
ing, and make life more pleasant.
How often have we enjoyed a pionio,
a fish fry or a church meeting,where
we could meet our old friends and
neighbors! Some times men waste
too much of their time this way, but
such cases are exceptions.

The Sunny South oolony at Chad-
bourn, this county, have adopted the
stock law by a good majority. They
olaim that it is necessary to keep
stoock oonfined, and think it too
oostly to femoe their stock in and
have to fence their meighbors’ out.
We are glad to know this, as our
people can see how it works before
it becomes the law of the whole
State, which will oaly be a few years
at least.

We are glad Mr. Franklin SBher-
man is working to get the farmers to
spray their fruit trees. We shall
try it ourselves and see what effect
it will have. The high price of ap-
ples and other fruita which can be
grown in North Carolina should
stimulate fruit growing. When
young we often went to our grand.
father to get apples (not having any
at home on account of young trees)
and have often wondered why peo-
ple do not raise them now like they
did thirty years ago. My grand-
father did not take mmuoch trouble
with his trees, yet he had them by
the hundreds of bushels. Brandy
and ocider were as plentiful as one
could wish. Youn ocould find them
then on every farm of any size But
it is different now. Apples sell here
for as muoh in the summer now as
they did in the winter twenty years
ago. We do not know the cause of
the decline in this part of the State,
but will give our opinion another

time.
HARRY FARMER.

Columbus Co., N. C.

CARTERET COUNTY FARM NOTES

Oorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer.

Farm work is somewhat delayed
on account of the wet weather, very
little plowing done the last week.

These will be about as much fer-
ti’izer eold this year as last for to
baoco and more for potatoes, but not
over one-fourth as much for cotton.

Our farmers have sow a oconsid-
erable amount of oats this spring be-
cause of the shortage of orops last
year.

Cattle and hogs seem to be in fair
oondition, considering the ocold win-
ter we have had. We hope for a
good orop year. Farmers here didn’t
make over a half orop of tobacco last
year and not over a fourth of a crop
of o>tton; corn, potatoes and pea
nats were not one half crops.

D. McCarln.
Carteret Co., N. C.

Many farmers are gradually learn
ing that their ocondition may be im-
proved by keeping less but better
live stock. There is still a tendency
o keep a larger number of stock on
our farms than can be well and
profitably oared for. One animal
well cared for is more profitable than
three or four half kept.—A.J. Smith,

Clearfield County, Pa.

NEWS OF THE FARMING WORLD.

Our Washington Correspondent Tells What
Progress is Being Made in the Various
Sections of the Country.

Oorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer.

Mr. G. Wm. Hill, the editor of the
Department of Agriculture, is now
engaged in the preparation of the
Yearbook for 1901 and despite his
efforts to make it a volume easily
handled, it seems as if this one will
be even larger than that prepared
last year.

“In making up the new Yearbook,"’
said Mr. Hill, I am not losing sight
of the well known fact fhot the peo
ple generally do not oare to read
long exhanstive articles, and so I am
cautioning the various heads of divis-
ions to oonfine themselves to dis-
oussions which will not use up more
than eight or ten pages. Despite
this, however, many come, unless
properly edited, which would occupy
double that spaoce.

EVILS OF FREE DISTRIBUTION OF DOCU-
MENTS.

“I am still heartily in favor of
making the farmer pay for the doou-
ments he wants. What he does not
care for, he will not receive, and
thus be compelled to throw them
away, as is often done now with the
free distribution in vogue. What I
mean by paying for them is that they
shouild pay the mere cost of printing
and paper used in the excess number
published. The composition, of
course, we must pay for, as the pam-
phlet must be printed anyway ; the
excess numbér should be paid for.

‘““The present method of free dis-
tribution will kill itself, if one would
consider the faots. Last year we
distributed over 7,000,000 documenta
—nearer 8,000,000 ; this year the total
will mount up to nearly 11,000,000.
The 7,000,000 copies did not go to
over possibly 300,000 tarmers who
get on an average of ten pamphletsa
year. The latest censusfiguresshow
that there are 7,100,000 farmers in
this country. We should reach at
least three-fourths of them and
allow them to read 10 or 12 ocopies
annually. To do this would require
the publication of from forty-five to
sixty million documents annually.
When we consider thatlast year over
$750,000 was expended for the print-
ing and distribution of these publioca-
tions, a proper distribution fo an
equitable proportion of our farmers
would cost in the meighborheod of
$6,000,000 per annum.

““The Yearbook of last year was
received with favor all over the
country and the demand upon us for
copies was unequal to our supply as
Congress allowed ns fo have 35,000
of the 500,000 printed. The balance
the members distributed themselves.
The annual appropriation for this
book does not come out of the agri-
cultural funds, but is provided for
especially by Congress. This amounts
to $300,000 for printing and binding.
An official of the Possoffice Depart-
ment informed me that this book
alone coet the government in the
neighborhood of $125,000 for postage
or transporsion.

«Mr. Wilson, our Secretary, is op-
posed $o a measure placing u price
upon the agriocultural publications,
believing it to be too stringent, but
there is no doubt but if Congress
were asked to appropriate $6,000,000
for publications of the Department
of Agrioulture, there would at onoce
be a howl of diamay come from that
body over the enormity of such an
expenditure.’’

FERTILIZER EXPERIMENTS

An experiment in Russia with
green manuring was made in order
to compare the availability to higher
plants of the nitrogen of green ma-
nure with that of nitrate of soda,
various kinds of animal manures and
other mnitrogenous fertilizers. In
small plots of sandy soil oats were
sown, the niftrogen being applied
from nitrate of soda ; liquid manure;
fresh horse manure; rotted horse
manure ; fresh cow manure; blood
meal, and green manure,

The largess orop secured was from
the plot on which green manure was
applied, the other fertilizers being
effective in this order—nitrate of
soda, blood meal and liquid manure.
The horse manure did not inorease
the yield, the cow manure diminished

.’l
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it and the decrease was very marked
where fresh horse manure was used.
This experiment, which probably is
of value, is not of course to be taken
as aoourately indicative of the re-
sults of similar fleld applications.

THE GREAT VIRGINIA ROAD OONGRESS.

For more than a hundred years,
the pathway leading from Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, to Monticello, the
home and tomb of Thomas Jefferson,
in the beginning a bridle path
has, by the tread of countless feet,
become worn to the size of a narrow
road. This road is in some places
very dangerous, having a rise of 16
feet in the 100 in many instances.

The enterprising people of Char-
lotteaville have formed a Memorial
Road Asseociation with Gen. Fitz
hugh Lee as President. It is their
desire that the Department of Agri-
cultore shall undertake the construo-
tion of an objeot-lesson road over
the route leading to the tomb and
former reeidence of our great ‘‘Ex-
pansion’’ President.

In laying the plans for this new
road—a distance of two and one-half
miles—it has become mnecessary to
re-locate almost the entire length of
the old road over a new ocourse, re-
sulting in an easy grade with a maxi-
mum of only 4 feet in the hundred.

“When this road is completed,”
said Mr. M. O. Eldridge, the Assist-
ant Director of the Office of Puablic
Road Inquiries, ‘it will not only
serve to benefit the people in the
locality where it is built, but as well
visitors from distant places who
make pilgrimages to the tomb of the
immortal Jefferson.

““In our work we have been aided
by the National Good Roads Asso-
ciation as well as by the Sounthern
Railway Company, which will bring
the good roads train to Charlottes-
ville.

““The object-lesson of this road
should be of great wvalue to all who
see it, especially when it is consid-
ered that the variations in the differ-
ent sections of the road are such that
it will be a good example of moun-
tain road construction.

“On April 2nd, 3rd and 4th, the
Jefferson Memorial and Inter-State
Good Roads Convention will meet at
Charlottesville to yiew the road, see
the progress of the work, and discuss
road questions generally. On this
ooccasion General Fitzhugh Lee, Gov-
ernor Montague, of Virginia, and
Secretary of Agriculture Wilson will
speak,, In addition, the President
and his Cabinet are expected to at
tend the exercises if posasible.”

L Guy E. MITCHELL.

Washington, D. C.

GOING INTO THE BRICK BUSINESS—A
WORD OF WARNING.

——

After so much wet weather we will
feel as if we are almcst obliged to
plow. We will get impatient. We
will think the time fo plant has come
and that we cannot wait. The temp
tation to plow will be very strong.
But we must remember that to plow
when the soil ia wet means $o gointo
the manufacture of sun-dried briok
bats. The sunshine and wind will
harden these thousands of small
clods which we have made into some-
thing like a sun-dried brickbat. They
will then be worth no more to the
crop than brickbats. The plant food
in them will be insoluble.

We cannot afford to malke this
mistake. Better wait and plant
later.

Dust and not mud is what we need
in the farm to make orops with.

Plowing land wet is the quickess
way to destroy fertility. This is the
chief cause of the poverty of South.
ern soils. The damage will last for
several years.—Southern Cultivator.

-_—

Whiteville Press: Messars. O. F.
Brown and M. H. Sweet, two com-
mission men of Providence, R. I.,
have recently acquired lands adjoin-
ing Whiteville, which they intend to
devote to the production of straw
berries for their own market. The
demiand for berries has excelled the
supply in their market and they have
been reduced to the neocessity of
growing for themselves. Fifteen
acres will be put in berries at once
and the acreage inoreased to 200 in
the future.

STATE CHEMIST KILGORE'S RREASONS FOR
WARNING FARMERS AGAINST THE
““SECRET PROCESS” FERTILI-

ZER SCHENME. -

As promised in last week’s Pro-
GRESSIVE YARMER, we give kerewith
the SBtate Chemist’s convincing sum-
mary of reasons for warning farmers
againat the agents of the Lipps' fer-
tilizer prooess scheme. After pub
lishing in full the Lipps prooess as .
obtained from the Patent Office, Dr.
Kilgore comments as follows : I

1. There is nothing new or ingen-
ious in the materials employed, ma-
nure, dirt, acid phosphate, muriate
of potash, nitrate of soda, sulphate
of ammonia, lime and salt, being
familiar and well-known substanoces.
Except lime and salt, these ma-
terials are, and have been, in fre.
quent, if not constant, use for years
by farmers and fertilizer manufao-
turers. BSalt is not plant food and
the lime as used works far greater
injury in driving off the ammonia
from the manure than it does i pul-
verizing the manure. The mmin
value of the manure resting:in-ite
ammonia, it is mistaken economy to
throw a part, at least, of it away,
merely for the sake of getting the
less valuable residue in condition so
be put through a grain.drill;.

2. Great stress is laid on the ar-
rangement of the materials, is being *
claimed that this is such as to bring
about complete disintegration of the
manure with the release and reten-
tion of the valuable plant food in the
compost heap. Not only is this not
80, but the arrangement is very un-
desirable, in that the lime is placed
where it will do the greatest injury
in driving off the ammonia (let any
farmer who has a son in any of our
schools, taking even elementary
chemistry, put this question to him),
and likely also injuriously effecting
the acid phosphate by making it less
soluble and valuable as plant food.
The nitrate of soda is alsoin danger
of being lost, not because of being
put in the worst place, but because
anywhere in the entire mixture is
bad for it. The chief object in com-
posting is to protect and.render bet
ter fit for plant food the nit¥egen (or
ammonia) compounds. The Lipps
process helps $o defeat this aim, and
if the compost does not go wrong, it

is certainly notits fanls; as the temp-
tation is great. -

3. But the proportions of these
materials are said to be such as to
make a specially ‘‘well-balanced’
fertilizer. For the good of the mix-
ture it is te be hoped that there is
scmething in this contention. Let
us examine Theoonstituents which
give to a fertilizer ita value are am-
monia, phosphorio acid and potash.
In what amounts and proportions do
these enter into the Lipps Compost?
Using his formula we have:
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There were, therefore, putintg the
mixture, phosphoric acid .99 per
cent. ; potash, 1.59 per cent.; and
ammonis, .81 per cent., or one and
one-half times as much potash as
phosphoric acid, and twice a& muoch
as ammonia. What farmer would,

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 8.]
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