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gaitor of The Progressive Farmer:
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We have plowed very shallow near
the plants when our team eould not
sta. d up and thus killed some of the
grass and let the soil dry off but we
always throw the dirt from the plant.

Suppose there is a bottom or low
place that is too wet while the bal-
ance 18 in the right condition to
plow? Well, we just go right
and let the low land alone or just
drag the plow over it.
the bottom land will make more than
the up-land, then let it stand till the
bottom is just right.

We much
easier to farm dry years than wet
We can stir the soil and make
a fair erop, but when the rain comes
every day and the grass grows and
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It is sometimes very hard to drain
land so that it will not suffer in very

wet seasons. But all lands should
be well drained. Level lands weli
drained are the best for ordinary
CTOPS. IHARRY FARMER.

The value of shelter and comfort
for cattle is demonstrated in an ex-
periment made by the Arizona sta-
tion. A herd of mileh cows were ex-
posed for three days to a cold rain,
at the end of which time the flow
of milk had decreased just one-half,
notwithstanding that the cattle were
properly fed. It was a month before
the cows gave as much milk as be-
fore the exposure.

of old

reseme-

By cutting back the limbs
peach trees so that the tree
bles a more than anything
else, new and vigorous fruit bearing
shoots will be put out and several
good annual crops produced, while

the young trees are coming into
bearing. Unlike apple tree suckers
these shoots will bear fruit the see-

stump,

ond year.

Coal ashes constitute a splendid
grit for hens. Have you never seen
a hen gobble down half a dozen
chunks of cinders as large as the

end of your little finger, as though |

they were choice bitsof meat ? Fowls
will do this if they are in want of
grit to operate their digestive appa-

ratus.
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THE FARMER AND HIS SONS.

Mr. Taylor Argues That the Farmer
Should Take His Sons in Partnership
With Him.

Editor of The Progressive Farmer:

A favorite theme of a good many
writers upon agricultural
seems to be, why so many
youths leave the farm. These writers
nearly all bewail this practice and
preach against it. Same of them
seem to think that the countrs boy
“easy life” of the
city youth, and thinks that he,

subjects
country

too,
s to town to wml\ a3 a sales-
other

easy (?) job, may soon get rid of his
don

] l' ll(_' Z0Ccs
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the genteel (¢) wmavners and put-on
the ecitified airs of his ecity cousins,
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conclusions as this are entirely mis-

taken as to why so many country boys
| leave the farm to go to the ecity.

The true reason why they do so,

in my opinion,—and I suppose |

ought to know, being one of thoen
myself, and I am personally aec-

quainted with half a hundred
more others who have taken the step,
boy is
for the

or

—1s not because the country
afraid of, or has a dislike
hard work of the farm; nor is it be-
cause he is jealous of the suft hands
and creased clothes of the city chap.
On the contrary, work, hard worl.
is what he likes, what he goes to the
city to do, and what he does after
he is there. That is why the eccoun-
try boy is the one who “gets there.”
That he “get there” is sufii-
ciently demonstrated the faect
that so many—a majority, 1 believe
—of the State and Nation's
successful business and professienal
men were “raised on the farm.”
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The idea that the country boy is
jealous of the city dude i3 one of the
most absurd imagina-
ble. He is not jealous; he has an
unbounded eontempt for such beings,
and has sense enough to know that
it is because of the existence of
more fine clothes and dudish man-
ners in the city than brains and de-
sire for work that it is possible for
him to win success in the city him-
self.

But none of this explains the why
and wherefore of his going there.
To succeed is his aim and it is nat-

conclusions

' ural for him to go where the best in-

| ducements, the most engouragement
and help are held out to him.

“JqQnes.

Now, in the great majority of
cases, the farmer doesn’t give the
farmer boy a chance. He doesn’t
praise and encourage him enough;
doesn’t try to give him as good an
education as he is able to give him,
and as the boy is justly and morally
entitled to be given; doesn’t help him
to start as a farmer to as great an
extent as he might do with profit
both to himself and the boy. On
the contrary, he finds too much fault;
thinks the boy doesn’t work enough,
doesn’t _study when he sends him to
and drive all the
horses on the place to death.

To illustrate, there is Sam Brown's
there. Brown is
reckoned as a good farmer. Any-
how he has a fine farm, fine stock,
and has made and is making a good
deal or rather his boys
and a few hired hands have made and
are making it for him. He has half
a dozen or more boys, most of them
are grown. But where are they now?
Oh! the old, old story. Some gone
to Georgia, some to Texas, one or
two to the devil, perhaps. The oth-
ers are still at home “working for
Dad” and waiting for freedom, when
they'll go too. And why this? Simp-
Brown not been
enough—

school, wants to

farm over Sam

of money;

ly because has
broadminded and liberel
not had horse sense enough—to take
his own boys into his confidence and
partnership, and thus keep them at
home, enlarge operations to suit the
new conditions and, at the,same time,
better his own pocket and that of
his sons.

Now in the city there is merchant
He makes money too—much
more of it now than farmer Brown;
but the reason is because his sons are
helping him to do it, instead of be-
ing in Texas or Georgia, or in the
devil’s company of recruits. He, like
Brown, has several boys. But he has
given each of them a good eduecation,
taught them a business, when
they become of age, has taken them
into partnership, and the firm name
s “Jones & Sons.” And that’s why
his boys are not where Brown’s are.

Among all my aequaintances 1
know of but one farmer who. has
taken his own boys into partnership
—share and share alike. He and
they are prospering now.

I know hundreds of merchants and
professional men who have taken
their sons into their business or
profession, and I think but few have
ever found cause to regret doing so.
1 see no reason why our farmers
should not follow the same plan.

ROBT. L. TAYLOR.
Baton Rouge, La. '
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