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ALFALFA AGAIN.

Mr. Parker Answers Further Inquiries as to the Successful Growing of This
Important Crop.
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You Must Inoculate Land or Seed.
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However, this bacteria has been
put on the market by reliable per-
sons who are making it for com-
merecial purposes, and ean be bought
for $2 per package—enough to inocu-
late 5(-1'11 for one acreo.

This culture can be had for inocu-
lating clover, peas, heans, veteh, ete.,
at the same price, but most of our
Southern soils already have the nee-
essary baeteria for some of these
CTODS, therefore 1t would be useless
to buy it for anv erop that already
grows successfully on land intended
to be planted. Again, this bacteriu is
intended only for the erops mention-
ed, and not for other crops. That is,
it would be uscless to apply it to
corn, cotton, wheat, the grasses, oth-

er than the eclovers, or any erop ex-

any of them it is indispensable where
the land already contains the bae-
teria.,

Use Stable Manure.

Another sugeestion at hihis point,
and that is, put stable manure on the
land where possible. T know there is
a well-grounded, to some extent, pre I
udice against using stable manure
with this erop on account of infest-
ing the land with grass seeds, espe-
eially manure from horses fed on
hay, and particularly ¢rab grass hay,
but I firmly believe the benefits to
be derived from such manuring will
far outweigh any bad results from
grass seeds. I ecannot better express
the importance of stable manure than
to quote from the March number of
the Southern Planter. The editor, in
writing about manure that had been
exposed to the weather and had lost
much of its fertilizing projperties by
leaching, savs: “In point of fact
such manure has lost the greatest
part of its fertilizing clements by
the leaching of its soluble salts and
the loss of its nitrogen by fermenta-
tion. still the mechanieal and physi-
eal improvement it makes in the land
renders it valuable. Its chief worth,
however, depends upon the presence
of bacteria, which it holds in great
numbers. These are of two kinds,
one operating near the surface be-
causé they ean only work in the pres-

(Continued on Page 3.)
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HOW ALFALFA GROWS.
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Alfalfa plant, taken June 11th. Root nine feet and nine inches in
length: 150 stalks. This plant was nine years old, and grew in high up-
land having a stiff hard-pan subsoil; water 180 fect below surface. In
digging. after the first foot of soil was taken away, a pick had to be
used the entire depth. (Cut loaned by Kansas Agricultural College.)
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Alfalfa plant having 312 stalks from one root. Taken May G6th;
crowing in high upland, stiff hard-pan subsoil, 150 feet to water. Plant
ten inches high; eight years old. (Cut loaned by Kansas Agricultural
College.)




