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should be remembered that Mr. Poe 's recent tetters 11 WhatJT Saw in the Middle West' referred only to the part of the
West he saw referred only to his trip through the richer parts
of Illinois' and Wisconsin, He has not pretended that there -
are no poor farmers or poor farming in the West. But the
cold statistical fact that the average income per farm worker
in 1900 was only $189 for Alabama, Louisiana and Mississ-
ippi, and only $184 for North Carolina, South Carolina and
Virginia as compared with $663 for, Iowa, Indiana and Illinois
is enough to suggest to any man that, men t of common sense
who) like to face facts as they are, may learn something of
value from our Western brethren! And what they may learn

cannot, .perhaps,-- be better r or ptore tellingly ztti forth than
the illustration herewith which shows, that the expla-- ;

nation of why the farmer in Iowa, Indiana and Illinois makes
over three times as much a year as the farmer) in Virginia,
North Carolina and South Carolina is', because the Westerner
(1) uses over four times as much horsepower, (2) fustfive times'
the value of improved implements, and (3) cultivates nearly
three times as many acres; white (4) 'the Western farmers in
these States not only keep nearly five times as many milk cows
in proportion to number as our Southern farmers, but sell an
average of $212 worth of live stock for , each farm worker,
against only $23 for the average farm worker in Virginia, North
Carolina and South Carolina. We rejoice to say thaf conditions
have improved greatly since 1900, but the essentiat principles
remain the same now as then, and this illustration ofstatistical
facts is convincing proof that the South's main agricultural
needs are :

( 1) More and. better toots; u
(2) More and better horses to work them with
(3) More dairying.and stock raising. ':':,h-"')::1 v '

We can beat the Westerner farming when we once make up
our minds to cfo it, and we believe we are fast coming to that
frame of mind. These same Western letters brought us a letter
Jane 10th from a Western agricultural editor rvho while : re-gretti- ng

that alt the West is not so progressive as the section
Mr, Poe visited, yet spoke frankly of a trip to one ofour South'
ern States last year : "I was very much surprised" he says,

to. see how wasteful the farmers, are in that State, also the
crude implements they were using. But I longed for the great
climate that your Southland possesses, also the long growing
season. Why, here we are the 10th of June and some qf our
farmers have not finished planting corn, and frost may come
before this t),)- :is matured.' -.--
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This paragraph from this editor's tetter tells the whole
tory in a nutshell. " Wasteful methods," "crude implements,"

but a climate and growing season that make the Northern and
Western farmer jealous with envy And as soon as our South-er- n

farmers begin to combine the Western farmer's economy
improved implements, better horses,, and stock raising with our

SOMW FIGURES THAT TELL THE WHOLE STORY.

own unrivaled advantages in climate and length of growing
season then indeed will we be in sight of the time,'as Mr. Walter
Page says, when the farmer in the old slave States "will be'
come the most prosperous tiller of the earth."'

But the first step is to acknowledge that right now the
other fellow is beating, us, then recognize these pays that en-

able him to do it and. then change our own methods. ;
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