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SOME PROBLEMS OF THE SOUTHERN HILL COUNTRY.

(4)

A Land of Wonderful Possibilities for the Stockman, Fruit
Grower and Gemeral Farmer—Some of thé Special Needs of
This Section and Some of the Problems It Has to Solve.
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T HAS LONG been the habit of
I a certain class of writers to speak
of the whole mountain section of
the South as a land of darkness ““‘and
where the light is as darkness,” and
to describe the Southern Appalachian
region as a country of poverty, ignor-
ance and lawlessness. We of the
South who are familiar with the
beautiful hill country know how ut-
terly misleading and how absolutely
unjust such a characterization is. But
the fact remains that there really ex-
ist over large areas of this section
conditions which are as bad as the
- worst of those painted by the writers
who lump the three or four million
inhabitants together as ‘“‘poor moun-

tain whites.”

In dealing with this section it must
be remembered that before anything
like an accurate survey of the field
can be made, the division between
the agricultural sections, — those
parts which constitute one of the
finest live stock, dairy and fruit-
growing districts in America,—and
the parts which are too rough and
sterile or too isolated for successful
farming, must be clearly drawn. The
existence of the poverty, ignorance
and degradation which justify the
uncomplimentary appellations of
tourists who visit this section, is due
in great measure to the fact that se
many people are trying to make a
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F iterestecf in farming, get our FREE
book called “ BETTER FARMING.”
It tells all about— l

Alfalfa Making Hay
Dairying Fighting Frost |3
Seed Wheat Silos - ’
Corn Crops Cultivation ',
Stock Feeding Cotton Crops 1
Art of Plowing - Soil Fertility |
Boll Weevil Gasolene Engines
Controlling Weeds  Adjusting Plows i
l ) Hired Help | '
i Costs Big Money L

Your land is high priced and hired help expensive.
There is only one way to make big money—use im»
plements that cut down the cost of your crops. Isn't
it true that when you break something on a plow it
is nearly always a cast part? Wherever strain comes
on a John Deere Plow there you willfind steel—tool
steel. Take any plow that has had hard work for
five years, put it along side of a John Decre which
has been in service that long—and see the difference.
Then there is no paint to cover up poor material.
You can see the wear and the defects. The John
Deere will be solid, staunch and ready for the hard-
est job. Then you begin to know that quality counts,

You can take pride in owning a John Deere —
the standard plow of the world for
two generations.
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—8 We will send you the 8)-page, illus-
trated book free if yod write and ask for 1

Package No. 2

Mention the package number sure, then’)
you will get exactly the right stuff. '

DEERE & COMPANY, MoLINE, 1. |

By E. E. Miller.

living by farming on lands which are
plainly unsuited to crop growing.

Up in the mountain coves and high
on little benches and nooks on
the slopes of the mountains will be
found, here and there, little one- or
two-room cabins and little three- or
four-acre patches of cleared land, by
courtesy called farms. Many people
in these more remote districts meas-
ure the distance to their neighbors
by miles and they can get to school
or church only by spending nearly or
quite a half-day in the jourmey.
They have no roads worthy of the
name. Many of them have no work
stock at all, and the living which
they can get from their little patches
of cleared ground, with the primitive
methods which they must use, is
necessarily a very scanty one.

These conditions are not the pre-
vailing ones in the mountain section,
but it would be folly to deny that
they exist to an altogether too great
extent. And the great problem in
many cases is simply the removal of
the people who live in these isolated
sections to localities where they will
have some chance to come into con-
tact with their fellow-men and to
engage in more profitable work. -

The problems over the greater part
of our mountain section, however,
are far different. Usually all that
is needed to bring prosperity and to
make the country one of the most
desirable in which to live, is the im-
provement of the natural advantages
of the section and-the adoption of the
methods used to the particular con-
ditions prevailing here.
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One of the fifst great needs of
practically this whole section is bet-
ter roads; and the making of good
roads in this hill country is neces-
sarily a harder problem than in more
level sections.

The old mountain trail which
follows the rocky bed of some stream
must be superseded by a road over
which it is safe to drive a wagon or
buggy. And in the less rugged sec-
tions more attention must be paid to
grades and drainage, and the roads
taught to wind around the hills in-
stead of climbing over them. There
are thousands of places in this region
where little valleys of exceeding fer-
tility need only a good outlet to mar-
ket to change them from almost
valueless wastes into wonderfully
profitable and decidedly high-priced
farming lands. The farmer, even if
he markets his crops—as most moun-
tain farmers should—in the form of
live stoek, is not likely to care to
live where it takes him a half or a
whole day to get to town and where
he must travel over rough roads for
many miles before he can reach a
railroad. -

The building of railroads through
this section is another phase of this
work of putting these isolated sec-
tions in touch with the great world,
and should be encouraged by every
possible means. The man who lives
twenty-five or thirty miles from a
railroad is at a tremendous disad-
vantage in many respects and espe-
cially so.- when the roads along
which he must travel and over which
his goods must be hauled are badly
located, badly graded, and badly
kept up.

II.

The first great work, then, in the
redemption of the mountain districts
is the establishment of means of com-
munication with the outside world;
the redemption of the districts suit-
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ed to agriculture from the loneliness
and inaccessibility which now hin-
der their progress. The railroad,
the highway and the telephone line
are factors in this work, the value
of which can not be gver-estimated.

Many sections of the hill country
are, of course, wonde‘rtully rich in
mineral resources, but the develop-
ment of these resources must, in most
cases, be brought about chiefly by
men or companies who have large
sums at their disposal. Wherever
enough of any mineral is found to
justify its development the rallroad
will eventually go, and there will
follow in its wake the usual result of
industrial developmenrt. But this is
clearly outside our line, and is in
every case a local rather than a gen-
eral problem.

Of even greater importance than-

the minerals stored in these hills are
the forests that grow on them, and
next to education, the first great
problem of all the Southern Ap-
palachian region, extending from
Maryland to Alabama, is the preser-
vation of the forests and the conser-
vation of the soil and water-power to
which forest preservation is 8o neces-
sary. There are millions of acres of
land in #his mountain region which
should be left in forests through all
the ages to come. There are many
thousands of acres now cleared which
should be reforested as soon as it can
possibly be done. We are hoping, of
course, that the proposed Appala-
chian Forest Reserve will yet be es-
tablished and that the National Gov-
ernment will exercise control over a
large part of this mountain country.
The establishment of State forest re-
serves is a work the beginning of
which is enly a question of time.
While practically no attention has
been given this matter by the South-
ern States as yet, it is inconceivable
that they can much longer afford to
neglect the splendid opportunities of
work offers, or that they will much
longer endure the danger from fiwod
and drouth which continued forest
destruction has already brought, and
will bring in an increasing degree in
the future.

III.

Of equal importance, however, with
these National and State forest reser-
vations is the preservation of the for-
ests and the conservation of the tim-
ber supply by the owners of these
mountain lands. The big Ilumber
companies are just beginning to learn
that the policy of cutting every tree
of merchantable size on a pieee of

land and then permittt
stroy the undergrowth a

the forest covering, is :d ,‘:,Ti:n -
once foolish and erimina). The,’ -
beginning to see that if there is :re
to be a timber famine, these lmd:t
which are so much better adapted to
the growing of timber than to thgas of
any other crop, must be made
duce this crop to which they garp %0

well suited, year after year, ang that

the lumbermen who leave the land

they have worked in such conditigy

that it will be unproductive for de-

cades to eome are as foolish ag the

farmer whe permits his fields to wash

away. The man, too, who is a farp.

er rather than a lumberman, but wh,

has lands that are better adapteqd to

growing timber than to growing flelq

crops, will also come to realize that

he owes a duty te these lands as

much to those which he cultivates

and that it is as unwise for him tq

destroy by fire or indiscriminate cut-

ting the timber crop on these lands

as it would be for him to turn stock

into his grain fields.

In this connection comes also the
matter of State forest supervisors to
prevent forest fires. Perkaps forest
fires do no greater damage in the
mountain sections than in other
wooded regions, and the need of find-
ing a way to prevent and control these
fires is common to the whole South,
It i8 certain that there is no adequatew
appreciation of the great damage
done by forest fires, not only to the
forests themselves, but also_ to the
soil, te say nothing of the destruction
of fences and buildings and the dan-
ger, oftentimes, to human life. By
destroying the forest cover, these
fires rob the soil of the humus that
should be returned to it, and prepare
the way for erosion. Even greater
than the damage done to the grow- .

g fire to g

to pro.-

ing timber, in many cases, too, s

that done by the destnuction of the
future forests. In addition to the
great educational work that must be
done among farmers, lumbermen and
all citizens who have any interest in
forest preservation, it is just as well
to recognize the fact that the faflure
of Southern States to maintain any
efficient system of forest protection
is costing us many millions of dollars
each year—just hoew many we have
no means of estimating. Most States
have a corps of game wardenms to pro-
tect the game; but because the for-
ests are mostly “private property,”
the owners—or those net owmers—
are allowed to turn fires loose in
them almost without let or hindrancs,
(Continued on page 786.)
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Furrow Oat Sower

SAVES 2-3 OF THE LABOR

Specially made for sowing Oats or Wheat in Cotton Fields. No damage %
the cotton. The Cole Grain Drill is the Key to Crop Rotation and b

No matter how big or how little your farm may be this machll::
will save labor and make more money for you than any ef the exp®
sive two-horse or three-horse drills,

Free Bobklet gives full informatiom.
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