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Three Matters of Special Interest Just Now.
are three features of this issue of such special

THERE and importance that we feel justified in calling spe-

cial attention to them on this first page:
The first one is Mr.' French's plea on page 5 for a bigger hay

practically made its growth is what good cultivation demands at this time.
The third feature to which the reader is directed is Professor Duggar's

article on the use of nitrate of soda, on page 15 Nitrate of soda costs much
money and is essentially a fertilizer for a single season. Therefore, the farmer
should use it so as to get full results, a thing which those who wait very late
in the season to apply it are not likely to do. What Professor Duggar says
about the use of most other fertilizers late in the season is also worthy of
heed. It is almost certain that a great deal of the money spent for late appli-

cations of fertilizers to growing crops is misspent.
The average Southern farmer depends so largely upon commercial fertili-

zers and spends such a large per cent of his income for them, that he cannot
afford to neglect any opportunity he
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may have to learn how to get the most
out of them, And it may not be out of
place to say again that right now is the
time to begin reducing next season's
fertilizer bills by the liberal planting of
cowpeas, and soy beans and the prepa-

ration for winter cover crops.
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rTTr: KiKn&IKMw Vrcrop and better hay this year. We have
said it often before, but it will bear rep-
etition and is: It is literally a
shameful thing for a Southern farmer
to have to buy hay to feed his work-stoc- k.

No other section is so well
adapted to hay-makin- g has such a
variety of hay crops and so long a sea-

son in which to grow them; and yet
Southern farmers send millions of dol
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lars to other sections to buy hay they could have raised for one-thir- d or less
of what they pay for it. Naturally, too, under such circumstances theydo
not buy as much as their stock need and the stock suffer because of poor
feeding while the farmers suffer from the cost of feeding them. It is time
to change all this, and it can be changed this very year. Sufficient hay and
forage crops can yet be planted this year to produce an abundant supply for
every farm animal in the South. Mr. French and the other writers on page 5,

tell how to do it. The man who calls himself a farmer and buys hay next
spring has only himself to blame, and only his own neglect to be ashamed of.

The second feature to which we would call attention here is the little edi-

torial " Don't Be in a Hurry to Lay-B- y the Crops." Every reader who has
thought that perhaps there is a chance for him to cut the work of cultivation

. short this year should turn at once to page 10 and read it. This foolish old
idea of many farmers that when they have worked the corn or the cotton
three, or four, or five times they have done their full duty, is a notion that
costs the South more than we can calculate. The time to lay-b- y a crop is when
the crop is clean, the soil in good condition and the crop so large or so nearly
mature that the cultivation is likely to result in injury to stalks or foliage.
The date on the calendar, and the number of times it has been gone over have
little or nothing to do with the question.

The warning given in the same article against deep cultivation at this sea-

son must also be heeded. It is better ordinarily to stop the cultivation early
and let the crop look after itself than to send a turn plow or other dep-run-nin- g

tool into the field to cut the roots and deprive the plants of moisture.
Frequent stirring of the soil, to a very moderate depth, until the crop has
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